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EAST & HORN OF AFRICA COVID-19 
SITUATION REPORT - #14
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DJIBOUTI
RECOVERED: 4,743

DEATHS: 56

SOMALIA
RECOVERED: 1,380
DEATHS: 93

KENYA
RECOVERED: 3,017
DEATHS: 202

UNITED REPUBLIC 
OF TANZANIA
RECOVERED: 183
DEATHS: 21BURUNDI

RECOVERED: 207
DEATHS: 1

RWANDA
RECOVERED: 737
DEATHS: 4

UGANDA
RECOVERED: 871
DEATHS: 0

SOUTH SUDAN
RECOVERED:1,175
DEATHS: 41

ERITREA
RECOVERED: 107

DEATHS: 0

ETHIOPIA
RECOVERED: 2,430

DEATHS: 109

DISCLAIMER: The maps in this report are for illustrative purposes only. Representations and the use of boundaries and geographical names on these maps may include errors and do not imply 
judgment of the legal status of a territory, nor official recognition or acceptance of these boundaries by IOM.

89,981 
Migrant Movements observed (DTM, 
May 2020) (70% reduction compared 
to May 2019)

1,195 
Migrant arrivals in Yemen from the 
Horn (DTM, May 2020) (94% reduction 
compared to May 2019)

6.3M
IDPs (May 2020 – DTM, 
OCHA)
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EHoA SITUATION OVERVIEW 

The number of COVID-19 cases in East & Horn of Africa continues to rise, with 
the disease now infecting over 32,000 people. Migrants, including Internally Displaced 
Persons (IPDs), and similar vulnerable groups are more likely to be disproportionately 
affected by the impact of COVID-19, compared to regular citizens. The migration 
routes taken by migrants and other groups on the move, and displacement settings 
by nature are more exposed to conditions that can lead to the disease.  A lack of 
access to clean and sanitary conditions and environments, the poorer and makeshift 
living circumstances in which these groups find themselves, overcrowding, and an over-
representation of pre-existing health issues. Migrants and similar groups often do not 
have access to national public health services, and may not feature in government 
response plans. Widespread air, land and sea border closures, movement restrictions 
such as lockdown and curfews across the region are set to be particularly economically 
and financially devastating for these communities, many of whom rely on mobility to 
find work, income and do business. Migrants and similar groups may not be able to 
observe some of the strict government measures that may go along with planned 
easing of mobility restrictions, such social distancing, and the wearing of masks.

Thousands of migrants are stranded along migratory routes in the region. A large 
number are in isolation and quarantine facilities across the region, many in need of 
testing, access to medical care, non-food items and having other essential basic needs 
met. Migrants are also disproportionately at risk of experiencing stigma, xenophobia, 
and being blamed for COVID-19. There is evidence that some migrants have faced 
physical threats to their safety. The needs of these groups include access to medical 
care, testing for COVID-19, Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), food, water, hygiene, 
sanitation kits and facilities, and psycho-social support and counselling.

As of July 15, the number of positive COVID-19 cases in the region stands at 32,471. 
583 new cases have been reported in the last day with most new cases reported in 
Kenya (497 daily increase 4.8%), followed by Rwanda (38 daily increase 2.8%), Burundi 
(34 daily increase 12.6%) and South Sudan (5 daily increase 0.2%). Kenya remains the 
country with the highest number of confirmed cases in the region at 10,791 (33.2% of 
total case), followed by Ethiopia 7,969 (24.5%), and Djibouti 4,979 (15.3%).

IOM is supporting governments throughout the region respond to COVID-19 in the 
areas of risk communication, disease surveillance, infection prevention and control, 
case management, at ‘Points of Entry’ (PoEs), procurement and logistics, among other 
areas. IOM is advocating for migrants, including IDPs and similar groups to be included 
in government response to fight COVID-19. IOM has launched a regional appeal for 
East & Horn of Africa for $71.6M in April 2020, to meet the many needs of these 
communities. So far 60% of the required funds have been received. 

A link to the appeal can be found here; https://ronairobi.iom.int/publications/iom-east-
and-horn-africa-strategic-and-preparedness-and-response-plan-covid-19

Funding Requirement: $71.6M

Funding Received: 60%
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Partnerships and Coordination

IOM South Sudan is working with the government to identify COVID-19 caseload 
trends through the Epidemiology and Surveillance Technical Working Group. This will 
enable humanitarian partners to focus response efforts on communities experiencing 
higher COVID-19 numbers.  IOM is also a member of the Needs Analysis Working 
Group (NAWG), a key platform providing decision-makers and responders with data 
and analysis on impact and needs to help priorities response based on identified needs. 
IOM Burundi is working with the government’s Ministry of Health to discuss how to 
support the ongoing COVID-19 screening campaign. 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement (RCCE)

IOM Ethiopia has reached over 4,000 people with COVID-19 prevention hygiene 
promotion messages through door to door campaigns and mobile van messaging.  IOM 
Djibouti is organising a meeting with security agencies, regional administrations and the 
community to discuss ways to promote peaceful coexistence between migrants and 
the host community in Obock town in light of COVID-19 due to the increasing number 
of stranded migrants in Obock due to border closures. IOM Somalia has reached over 
22,000 Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) with COVID-19 awareness messages. An 
additional 15,400 were reached in Mogadishu and other areas.  IOM South Sudan 
has reached over 121,000 IDPs with COVID-19 prevention awareness messages.  
Awareness messages have been placed at over 580 IOM-installed handwashing stations. 
Over 9,000 people benefited directly and indirectly from 14 awareness raising and 
risk communication activities. In addition, IOM continues with COVID-19 rumour and 
perception tracking in coordination with the Risk Communication and Community 
Engagement Working Group and partners through door to door sensitizations and 
public announcements.    

Disease Surveillance 

IOM Ethiopia is working is over 50 government led COVID-19 quarantine sites assisting 
migrants with the provision of water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) services, and 
identifying other needs such as PPE needs of frontline staff, and waste management. 
Direct assistance to returnee migrants in quarantine facilities, including onward 
transportation assistance has been provided for over 800 returnees. Distribution of 
non-food items to quarantine facilities in Addis Ababa and the regions, including hand 
sanitizer, personal protective equipment (PPE), essential medicine, soaps, clothes and 
handwashing stations is ongoing. Needs assessments in six other quarantine facilities 
and four Points of Entry (PoEs) have been carried out.  IOM Tanzania has donated 
motorbike transport to support the Ministry of Health in Zanzibar to increase disease 
surveillance for COVID-19. 

IOM COUNTRY  RESPONSE
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National Laboratory Systems 

IOM Ethiopia has deployed two laboratory assistants to support the COVID-19 
testing laboratory at the Addis Ababa Science and Technology University (AASTU). 
IOM is also providing training for medical staff on testing of COVID-19, Infection 
Prevention and Control (IPC) and laboratory safety and waste management. IOM 
Kenya’s and IOM Uganda are providing and preparing to provide COVID-19 testing for 
humanitarian staff currently quarantined and UN personnel and dependants.

Infection Prevention and Control 

IOM Somalia is continuing its community mobilization and sensitization sessions on 
hygiene and sanitation practices targeting IDP communities. Over 300 households in 
one area has received soap and hygiene kits while 45 community leaders among them 
six women received capacity building training to carry out COVID-19 awareness. IOM 
South Sudan is maintaining over 581 handwashing stations handwashing materials 
and NFI kits have been provided to IDPs. Over 12,000 people are benefiting from 
handwashing facilities.

Points of Entry

IOM Somalia has screened over 3,000 people for COVID-19 at Points of Entry (PoE). 
IOM South Sudan has screened nearly 5,000 travelers and provided Infection Prevention 
and Control and water and sanitation services (WASH) at Juba International Airport 
and in other locations. 

Case Management and Continuity of Essential Services

IOM Djibouti is providing food, water, non food items as well as medical and psychosocial 
support to over 200 vulnerable migrants at the Migration Response Centre (MRC) 
in Obock and other areas. IOM Kenya is supporting the Ministry of Health in five 
quarantine centres providing care to over 190 individuals. IOM has organised training 
on Infection Prevention and Control in quarantine settings for 34 staff at Kenya Medical 
Training College (KMTC). IOM Somalia continues to assist migrants through Migration 
Response Centres (MRCs) and the Ethiopian Community Centres. 29 people received 
food in Mogadishu, through food distribution targeting migrant returnee communities. 
16 migrants who returned from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA) were assisted to 
travel back home.  IOM is continuing to support the other migrants from KSA with 
shelter, accommodation and basic services in Mogadishu. 
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Logistics, Procurement and Supply Management

IOM South Sudan is supporting the COVID-19 response with the provision of 
handpumps benefitting over 1,000 households. Delivery of over 3 tons of critical 
WASH items to support COVID-19 response is being organized by IOM funded by 
the UK Department for International Development (DFID), British Humanitarian Aid 
(BHA), and UN Central Emergency Response Fund. In addition, PPE procurement is 
being funded by BHA and DFID. 

Protection

IOM Kenya has provided over 350 Ethiopian migrant families with food and other 
essential items in Nairobi as part of efforts to mitigate the economic and financial 
fallout for migrant workers due to COVID-19 who have lost work due to the curfew 
and movement restrictions. Stranded migrants in the capital are receiving assistance 
with accommodation. IOM Tanzania continues to provide protection to migrants who 
have been negatively impacted by COVID-19. IOM is currently providing shelter, PSS 
counselling and medical assistance to Ethiopian and Somali migrants who were due 
for AVRR travel but who are unable to due to COVID-19 induced travel restrictions. 

Camp Coordination and Camp Management

IOM Ethiopia in partnership with the government has designed a multi-purpose facility 
for safer food and non-food items distribution in light of COVID-19 and required 
hygiene standards and social distancing. Over 23,000 IDPs have been reached directly 
and indirectly with COVID-19 information by IOM Somalia. IOM South Sudan has 
mobilized and trained 29 women, including 11 with disabilities, on the production 
of reusable cloth face mask as part of COVID-19 preparedness and response. The 
masks will be distributed to the most vulnerable individuals.  IOM Tanzania is facilitating 
the Voluntary Repatriation of Burundian refugees in full adherence to COVID-19 
prevention measures. 

Displacement Tracking Matrix

IOM Burundi’s Data Tracking Matrix (DTM) continued Flow Monitoring data collection 
at the country’s border with Tanzania and the Democratic Republic of Congo as part 
of COVID-19 surveillance.  IOM Djibouti is collecting data at migrant sites across 
the country daily. Over 790 stranded Ethiopian migrants had been identified across 
19 sites, in need of water, food, hygiene kits and non-food items (NFIs). IOM has 
reached 1,120 migrants with COVID-19 awareness raising across six Flow Monitoring 
points in country.  IOM Somalia continues to raise awareness among migrants crossing 
the border at seven Flow Monitoring Points. Over 1,500 people have been reached 
with information on COVID-19. IOM South Sudan is continuing to conduct weekly 
assessments of mobility and COVID-19 preparedness at 19 displacement sites and 56 
points of entry/transit hubs.

IOM funded by the 
UK Department 
for International 
Development 
(DFID), British 
Humanitarian Aid 
(BHA), and UN 
Central Emergency 
Response Fund.
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POINTS OF ENTRY & MOBILITY RESTRICTIONS
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Status of other border points Status of international flights*

International travel is allowed with 
mandatory quarantine for the arriving 
passengers.

The passengers from the certain 
COVID-19 a�ected countries are not 
allowed to enter the country while others 
need to go through the quarantine.

All international �ights are suspended.
" Partial closure

" Closed for entry and exit

" Unknown

" Open for entry and exit

"| Sea Border Point

"n Land Border Point

Disputed Areas

Countries East and Horn of Africa

*Details of the travel restriction can be found on 
IATA website: https://www.iata.org/

SOURCE: 
International Air Transport Association (IATA)
Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM)

DATE: 9 July 2020

DISCLAIMER: These maps are for illustration 
purposes only. Names and boundaries do not imply 
o�cial endorsement or acceptance by IOM.

Travel Restrictions in the 
East and Horn of Africa Region
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