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Over 1.5 million people are in acute food insecurity or worse (IPC 3 or above), due to a below-average 2018 Deyr rainy season, 
residual effects of the 2016-17 drought, and protracted conflict across the country. According to the latest post-Deyr analysis, 
conducted by the FAO-managed Food Security and Nutri�on Analysis Unit (FSNAU) and the Famine Early Warning Systems 
Network (FEWSNET), an overall 4.9 million Somalis are es�mated to be food insecure, an increase of 300,000 since last 
September. Elsewhere, almost a million children are an�cipated to be acutely malnourished in 2019. These sta�s�cs reveal a 
deteriora�on in the overall food security outlook, especially in northern and central pastoral livelihood zones. In response, the 
Federal Government of Somalia launched the 2019 Humanitarian Response Plan, seeking $1.08 billion for the coming twelve 
months. It is cri�cal to remember that, despite well-performing Gu rains in 2018, overall humanitarian needs remain above the 
pre-crises level of two years ago. In addi�on, the current water level of both the Shabelle and Juba rivers are below normal, 
mainly due to the aforemen�oned Deyr season. If this trend con�nues it will lead to another period of dry river beds, especially 
along the Shabelle – a historically perennial river.

SITUATION OVERVIEW

KEY FIGURES

** This does not include non-HRP funding

FUNDING: HUMANITARIAN APPEAL 2019
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Number of people benefi�ng from site improvement projects

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES
Life-saving: Reduce acute humanitarian needs and excess mortality among the most vulnerable by providing 
life-saving, life-sustaining, integrated assistance.

Nutri�on: Reduce emergency levels of acute malnutri�on by strengthening nutri�on-sensi�ve and integrated 
mul�-sectoral programming.

Protec�on:  Ensure protec�on of affected popula�ons, including those living in hard-to-reach areas and IDP 
se�lements, through promo�ng protec�on-focused assistance that targets the most vulnerable and people at 
risk of exclusion.

Resilience: Increase the resilience capacity of at-risk communi�es and promote complementary interven�ons 
of development partners in social services. 
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CLUSTER OVERVIEW

CAMP COORDINATION AND CAMP MANAGEMENT (CCCM)

Number of sites with established CCCM mechanisms

Improve the living condi�ons and protec�on of IDPs in sites and se�lements and ensure access to services and assistance 
of all persons in need, with a focus on moving toward a�aining durable solu�ons with full par�cipa�on of the displaced 
and host communi�es.

For more informa�on, contact: kziga@iom.int

Needs
Camp Coordina�on and Camp Management (CCCM) systems are 
required to ensure equitable access to services and protec�on for 
displaced persons in informal se�lements, who do not have their 
basic needs met due to the inconsistent provision of services or 
exclusion from accessing humanitarian support as a result of poor 
targe�ng of sites. CCCM services aim to reduce barriers to assistance, 
ensure access to quality basic services, enhance the accountability of 
humanitarian actors to affected popula�ons, and strengthen 
community par�cipa�on and empowerment through consistent 
engagement.

Response
Gaps
There is restricted humanitarian access in some parts of south and 
central Somalia. Forced evic�ons inhibit the ability of partners to 
improve living condi�ons at sites, and low levels of hindered 
community par�cipa�on inhibit the cluster’s ability to improve 
beneficiary targe�ng to include marginalized popula�ons. The cluster 
is also, in certain loca�ons, struggling with a lack of service provision 
at a site level.

The CCCM response varies by district, and fluctuates according to 
needs, poli�cs and other external factors. For instance, during 
January, the cluster launched a new project in Doolow, focused on 
the purposeful inclusion of women and girls in IDP community 
prac�ces. Elsewhere, partners in Garowe and Bur�nle also focused 
on women’s aid, conduc�ng a gender-based violence (GBV) referral 
pathways in all 24 se�lements across the two towns. In Baidoa, the 
cluster worked with local authori�es to conduct a joint site 
verifica�on project, reaching some 400 IDP sites (approx. 47,900 
individuals, while in Kismayo partners worked with IDP commi�ees 
to upgrade and restore site infrastructure, including latrines and 
security gates. 

Number of people benefi�ng from site improvement 
projects

Number of sites with informa�on on availability of services

2.6 million people in need 2,000 Es�mated number of IDP sites in Somalia. 
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Number of children and youth accessing safe and protected learning
opportuni�es in emergency-affected learning environments

Ensure emergency and crisis-affected children have access to safe and protec�ve learning environments, and are engaged 
in life-saving learning.

For more information, contact: sskovgaard@unicef.org

EDUCATION        

Number of children and youth accessing safe learning 
opportuni�es in emergency-affected learning environments

Needs
The Educa�on Cluster is es�ma�ng that approx. 1.8 million 
school-aged children are in severe need of assistance to access 
sustained learning. These children are the most vulnerable, being 
food insecure (IPC phase 2-4), displaced, or both. 

Response
As of January, 45,300 children are being supported with 
assistance, including teaching-learning assistance (25,400 
children), emergency school feeding (20,314 children) and the 
provision of safe drinking water (41,300 children). Just over 800 
teachers are being supported with emergency incen�ves. In 2019, 
the Educa�on Cluster is improving and scaling up its collabora�on 
with the Child Protec�on sub-Cluster, to ensure that school 
children are protected and can learn in a safe environment with 
access to child protec�ve services available. 

Gaps

For more informa�on, contact: coord.somalia@sheltercluster.org
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It is cri�cal to ensure that the support provided to school children is 
maintained throughout the school year. 
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2.9 million
People targeted in Jan

1.2 million 

Number of people reached through ac�vi�es geared towards 
improving access to food and safety nets 

People reached in Jan

of target reached in Jan
42% 1.1million

People targeted by 
end-of-season

1.9 million
Number of people reached through livelihood inputs

People reached Aug - Jan

of target reached Aug - Jan
167% 1.5 million

People targeted in Jan

179,400

Number of people reached through livelihood investment 
and asset ac�vi�es

People reached as of Jan

of target reached in Jan
12%

Response

Gaps

Needs

4.6 million people in need

FOOD SECURITY
Improved immediate access to food for people in emergency and crisis and provide emergency livestock assets protec�on 
support.

Number of people reached with improved access to food

26 partners reported responses in January. Overall, more than 1.2 
million people were assisted with improved access to food & safety 
nets, 1.9 million people were provided with seasonal inputs/livestock 
asset protec�on for the Deyr season, while 179,000 people were 
reached with condi�onal transfers, such as cash-for-work ac�vi�es.

There are increasing popula�on movement trends from rural Bay and 
Bakool, to urban IDP se�lements, thought to be due to insecurity, a dry 
spell and inaccessible humanitarian aid – this requires a focus on the 
two regions, to stem the influx of popula�ons to the already-congested 
Baidoa. It is also important to priori�ze northern Somalia, where recent 
assessments have shown a deteriora�on in the food security outlook.

Immediate access to food for popula�ons affected by drought, conflict, 
previous instances of flood and cyclone, and diseases. Protec�on for 
livelihoods, support for localized food produc�on and efforts to prevent the 
adop�on of “crisis” strategies by disaster-affected popula�ons. For more informa�on, contact: mulugeta.shibru@fao.org
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For more informa�on, contact: hamptonc@who.int

Needs
The na�onal median prevalence of Global Acute Malnutri�on (GAM) is at 14 per cent, while 
many parts of Somalia remain above the emergency threshold of 15 per cent. Acute 
malnutri�on remains a concern, with a surge seen due to conges�on, the burden of disease, 
food/livelihood insecurity and limited access to sanita�on. Meanwhile, movements are 
con�nual into IDP/urban centres due to conflict, figh�ng, livelihood loss and forced evic�ons.

Response
Through admission, the Nutri�on Cluster reached almost 14,500 cases of severe acute 
malnutri�on (SAM). It also treated some 13,000 cases of moderate acute malnutri�on (MAM), 
assis�ng both children under the age of five (10,700 cases) and pregnant/lacta�ng women 
(PLWs – 2,300 cases). Furthermore, over 52,450 PLWs received Infant and Young Child Feeding 
(IYCF) counselling.

Gaps
Inaccessibility con�nues to hinder humanitarian assistance; figh�ng and 
clan clashes contribute to unplanned movements, affec�ng the 
con�nuity of services – par�cularly in the south, north-east and 
north-west. Addi�onally, limited funding is cri�cally affec�ng both the 
geographic and actual coverage of nutri�on in emergencies, while the 
need to increase resilience and the mul�-sectoral approach to 
humanitarian response persists.  

For more informa�on, contact: coord.somalia@sheltercluster.org
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NUTRITION
Improved   nutri�on   status   and   access   to   nutri�on   services   for emergency affected popula�ons through predictable, 
�mely, effec�ve and at scale response thereby enhancing resilience.

People reached in Jan People reached 
Jan - Dec

Number of medical consultations

Number of children 6-59 months, treated for Severe Acute 
Malnutri�on (SAM)
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For more informa�on, contact: sdesie@unicef.org
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Needs
Nearly a quarter of the popula�on of Somalia, some three million people, are in need of 
emergency healthcare. The 2018 discovery of 13 cases of circula�ng Vaccine-Derived Polio Virus 
(cVDPV) indicates the need for improved surveillance and the con�nued vaccina�on of children 
in both accessible and hard-to-reach areas. Preven�ve measures, the detec�on and case 
management of water- and vector-borne diseases, such as cholera and malaria, must be 
priori�zed. Across Somalia, an emphasis must be put on mul�-sectoral humanitarian responses, 
as they are the key to reducing chronic vulnerability.

Response 
In January, partners provided consulta�ons for over 250,000 pa�ents across Somalia; the most 
common treatments are for respiratory illnesses, influenza and diarrhea (both bloody and 
watery). Heightened disease surveillance is ongoing, especially for cVDPV. The cluster is also 
working closely with nutri�on and sanita�on partners, to implement vaccina�on schemes, 
nutri�on screenings and hygiene promo�on concurrently.

Gaps
The Health Cluster funding shor�all severely hampered the delivery of aid 
in 2018 – at year’s end, it was only 27 per cent funded. This cannot 
con�nue. Elsewhere, inaccessibility con�nually impedes service delivery.

For more informa�on, contact: coord.somalia@sheltercluster.org
3 million people in need

HEALTH
Targe�ng vulnerable people for improved health care, with a focus on life-saving services including �mely and adequate 
response to disease outbreaks and epidemics.
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For more informa�on, contact: coord.somalia@sheltercluster.org

There are around 2.6 million internally displaced people currently in Somalia. Internal displacement is the sole driver of humanitarian shelter/NFI 
needs. Due to recurrent shocks, the displaced are in a constant state of crisis, with li�le op�on for self-reliance. Most IDPs are living in crowded 
se�lements, without sufficient access to basic services and prone to fire outbreaks, which raise protec�on and health concerns. They need overall 
improvements to their se�lements and living condi�ons, and improvements in their chances of accessing livelihoods and durable solu�ons.

Response
In January, the cluster delivered the following provisions: emergency non-food assistance (1,340 people) consis�ng of core relief items for daily 
household use; and shelter repair (1,500 persons), including the provision of construc�on tools, materials and cash-for-labour.

Gaps
Low funding is an outstanding challenge, as is the con�nued influx of IDPs to areas where there are no preposi�oned supply stocks. At a regional level, 
in many cases, it is not clear which government office is to be coordinated with.

People in targeted
3.8 million

SHELTER
Provide non-food items and emergency shelter for newly-displaced people. Improve shelter condi�ons in exis�ng se�lements.

2.3 million people in need

2.6 million people in need

MayMay

PROTECTION
Provide effec�ve and quality protec�on services to women, men, girls, and boys  affected  by  conflict  and  emergencies,  
and  strengthen  protec�on policy.

Number of people in need of emergency assistance 
receiving appropriate NFIs through in-kind 
distribu�on, vouchers or cash mechanisms.
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Number of people in need of emergency assistance 
receiving appropriate NFIs through in kind distribu�on, 
vouchers or cash mechanisms

Needs

Number of protracted IDPs supported in repairing and 
maintaining their shelters
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For more informa�on, contact: beau@unhcr.org

Number of unaccompanied and separated girls and boys 
iden�fied, documented, and receiving family tracing 
services

Needs
A safety audit, conducted by UNICEF across 47 IDP se�lements, highlighted several needs, including that of adequate ligh�ng and of access to health 
services for GBV survivors. Illegal evic�ons con�nue, affec�ng 43,000 people in January alone. There is a need to improve IDP community leadership, 
to enable beneficiary par�cipa�on in decision making. Finally, the recruitment and use of children in conflict remains a considerable concern.

Response

Number of gender-based violence survivors receiving 
clinical care, case management, psychosocial support, 
legal assistance, and safe house support

Number of girls and boys, men and women  par�cipa�ng 
in community-based psychosocial support ac�vi�es

In January, the cluster as a whole reached a total of 50,800 individuals. This figure was supplemented by numerous sub-clusters: Child Protec�on 
(41,400 persons), GBV (7,100 persons), Explosive Hazards (1,700 persons) and Housing, Land & Property (100 persons).

261,987
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92% 42% 122%

397294

Gaps
Partners in Lower and Middle Shabelle con�nue to report protec�on threats, arising from violence, conflict, forced recruitment, extor�on and the 
growing presence of non-state armed actors. In Baidoa, there is a lack of adequate space to support the reloca�on of IDPs at risk of evic�on, even as 
trend analyses show more and more displaced popula�ons arriving into the city.
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WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE
Provide access to safe water, sanita�on and hygiene for people in emergencies

For more informa�on, contact: fpa�gny@unicef.org

Number of people reached with access to sustainable safe 
water services 

Needs
Several regions of Somaliland and Puntland are experiencing severe shortages of water, due to 
the over-exploita�on of already-limited resources and the breakages of equipment – the 
construc�on and restora�on of water points are subsequently needed. Across Somalia, WASH 
needs remain unaddressed in several IDP se�lements; greater coordina�on with CCCM partners 
would ensure complete coverage, and also the avoidance of duplica�on. Finally, as risk factors for 
cholera s�ll persist, hygiene promo�on campaigns – including the distribu�on of hygiene kits and 
the preposi�on of vital stocks – are cri�cal, especially in areas along the Juba and Shabelle Rivers.

Response

Number of people reached with access to sanita�on

Number of people reached with hygiene promo�on 
ac�vi�es

In January, some 38,400 beneficiaries were reached through sustained access to safe water, while 
20,300 people were reached through safe sanita�on access. Cluster partners have also reported 
that a total of 76,000 individuals were reached through hygiene-related ac�vi�es, primarily the 
distribu�on of hygiene kits. Finally, almost 17,700 people benefi�ed from water trucking and 
source chlorina�on. An oral cholera vaccina�on (OCV) campaign is due to be launched in 
mid-February, across six priority districts.

For more informa�on, contact: coord.somalia@sheltercluster.org
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Gaps
In 2018, several regions were insufficiently reached by WASH partners – most of these are in 
the north, where access to sustainable services, in par�cular, is a massive gap. There are more 
than 320,000 people in Somaliland and Puntland who cannot be reached due to a lack of 
funding, while the reloca�on of IDPs in Gaalkacyo and Baidoa is also slowing down for the same 
reason. Finally, the cluster suffers from a lack of updated and reliable response data, impairing 
its advocacy capacity.
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Number of people reached with access to sustainable safe water services
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Number of people reached with access to temporary safe 
water services
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