
Objective: Within the framework of the monthly meetings of the Food Security and Nutrition Regional Working Group for West Africa, from a             

humanitarian perspective, FAO and WFP inform the group with highlights on the food security situation of the previous month. 
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 Rainfall deficits marks the end of the main crop season across West Africa and the 

Sahel.  

 Significant deficits in biomass production in Senegal, Mauritania and Chad may 

lead to early pastoral lean season.  

 Armyworm has been detected in all West African and Sahel countries, except  

Mauritania, Liberia and Sierra Leone.  
 

Rainfall deficits in October marks the end of the main rainy season across West Africa and the 

Sahel. With the beginning of the harvest, the good production prospects that have been 

announced owing to the good rainfall of this rainy season are to be confirmed, and the impact of 

floods and rainfall deficits recorded in some countries are to be assessed. 

The feeding situation of livestock is characterized by a good regeneration and development of the 

land cover. Livestocks are overall in good condition. However, abnormalities in biomass production 

in the Sahel indicate important deficits in Mauritania, Senegal and Chad. These areas are likely to 

have fodder deficits and difficult conditions for pastoralists who will seek pastures and water for 

their herds. The low availability of biomass and water favors a high probability of an early, 

prolonged and difficult lean season for these areas in 2018. Herd transhumance is likely to begin 

early in search of pastures and water, and this can cause tensions between farming and pastoral 

communities. 

Food Security and Humanitarian  

Implications in West Africa and the 

Sahel 

 Monitor the 2017 – 2018 agropastoral campaign in West Africa and the Sahel region 

 Monitor the food and nutrition security situation in West Africa and the Sahel region 

 Advocate for funding and implementation of humanitarian responses in the West Africa and 

Sahel region 

 Maintain and strengthen the control over the Fall Armyworm to avoid the risks of its spreading 

http://www.fao.org/home/en/
http://www.wfp.org/home/en/
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 2017 - 2018 Agropastoral campaign 

Rainfall deficits marks the end of the rainy season 

October is characterized by the decrease or even the 

cessation of rainfall which marks the end of the main 

rainy season across West Africa and the Sahel. Besides 

the good rainfall, this campaign however recorded 

floods in some countries such as Sierra Leone, Niger, 

Côte d’Ivoire, The Gambia, Guinea Bissau and Benin. 

The floods were more severely felt in Niger with 

206,513 people afflicted by 16,000 livestock loss, 9,800 

hectare of damaged crops and 56 loss of life OCHA. 

However, important rainfall deficits were also observed 

in Central Nigeria, Northern Ghana, Southern Burkina 

Faso, Central and Western Mali, in the agropastoral 

zone of Mauritania (52 percent of stations monitored in 

the country are in deficit compared to last year and 39 

percent compared to the normal [1981-2010]), 

Northern Senegal and North-Eastern Chad.  

At the regional level, crops are generally mature. First 

harvests are underway for cowpea, maize and 

groundnuts. 

Pastoral situation: The level of water points remains 

good, as well as the production of grass cover. In some 

areas, the grass cover is currently drying out, resulting 

in a decline in biomass quality. Despite all this, the 

livestock’s physical condition is overall good and the 

livestock markets are fairly well supplied. 

According to a report by the NGO Action Against 

Hunger on the perspectives, abnormalities in biomass 

production in the Sahel indicate important deficits in 

Mauritania, Senegal and Chad. These areas are likely to 

have fodder deficits and difficult conditions for 

pastoralists who will seek pastures and water for their 

herds. The low availability of biomass and water means 

that there is a high possibility for an early, prolonged 

and difficult lean season in 2018 for these areas. Herd 

transhumance might start early in search of pastures 

and water, which can cause tensions between 

agricultural and pastoral communities Action Against 

Hunger. 

Phytosanitary situation: the fall armyworm situation 

(Spodoptera frugiperda) is still worrying. Except for 

Mauritania, Liberia and Sierra Leone, it has been 

detected in all West Africa and Sahel countries. 

Fall armyworm is a destructive and invading insect 

which continues to spread in Africa and affects millions  

of small-scale maize producers. Preferably, it attacks 

maize, but can feed on more than 80 plant species, 

including rice, sorghum, millet, sugarcane, cotton and 

vegetable crops. In the dry regions of Africa, the pest is 

mostly observed in sorghum plantations. If it is not well 

managed or biological control is not applied, fall 

armyworm can cause significant yield losses. FAO and 

many other partners have developed a partnership 

framework partnership framework in order to 

coordinate all interventions in the fight against the fall 

armyworm. FAO will play an active role in coordinating 

the activities, action plans and approaches of all the 

partners to provide sustainable solutions to the 

destructive insect challenge. 

Locust situation: there is an ongoing small-scale 

breeding but a calm situation persists. Seasonal rains 

have ended in hot breeding areas of West Africa and 

the Sahel. Consequently, vegetation was drying out and 

locust numbers were decreasing with only small-scale 

breeding continued in the North of Niger and in the 

South of Mauritania. Most of the adults deriving from 

the breeding have moved from southern Mauritania to 

the western part of the country, where small-scale 

breeding is underway. However, locust numbers remain 

low. This breeding is expected to continue in November 

and may extend to northwest Mauritania and southern 

of Western Sahara. 

 

Figure 1 : Locust situation as of 31st October 2017   

 

Source : FAO 
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http://sigsahel.info/docs/Biomass/2017/Finaux/2017_Rapport%20de%20Biomasse%20Sahel_Francais_Full_Res.pdf
http://sigsahel.info/docs/Biomass/2017/Finaux/2017_Rapport%20de%20Biomasse%20Sahel_Francais_Full_Res.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i7861f.pdf
http://www.fao.org/ag/locusts/common/ecg/75/fr/DL171103.jpg
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 Population movement's situation in the region  

The number of displaced people continues to decrease in Nigeria 

Nigeria crisis: The report of the Round XIX 

Displacement Tracking Matrix by IOM identified 

1,713,771 persons as displaced in northern Nigeria 

States affected by civil insecurity, representing a 

decrease of 43,517 persons (or 3 percent) compared to 

the population of 1,757,288 that was identified in 

Round XVIII (August 2017). This situation is in line with 

the trends observed over the last few months and is 

mainly due to the increase in the return of refugees. An 

increase of 39,707 additional returnees was registered 

(from 1,268,140 recorded in August 2017 to 1,307,847 

in September 2017, representing an increase of 1 

percent). Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) 

According to UNHCR, as of 31 October, 208,089 

Nigerian refugees were registered in the three 

neighbouring countries (Niger, Chad and Cameroon) 

and a total of 2,254,957 internally displaced persons 

were registered in the four countries of the Lake Chad 

basin, including 1,713,771 in Nigeria. UNHCR 

Mali crisis: As of 30 September 2017, partners of the 

Populations Movement Commission (CMP) have 

registered 61,089 returnees. This corresponds to an 

increase of 716 persons compared to August 2017 data 

(60,313 returnees). Besides, 58,594 internally displaced 

persons (11,013 households) and 498,170 returnees 

were registered by the National Office for Social 

Development teams (DNDS), and 142,386 Malian 

refugees in neighbouring countries were registered by 

UNHCR. These returns confirm the trend towards the 

return of refugees observed for several months now in 

a context marked by the signing by all parties of the 

Agreement for Peace and Reconciliation in Mali 

deriving from the Alger process, the signing of tripartite 

agreements between Mali-Niger-UNHCR, Mali-Burkina 

Faso-UNHCR and Mali-Mauritania-UNHCR for the 

voluntary return of Malian refugees Population 

Movement Commission (CMP). 

 

 Trends on international markets  

FAO food price index mildly down in October 

Food consumption in most countries in West Africa 

and the Sahel depends on imports of commodities 

(especially rice and wheat) whose prices are traded 

on international markets. 

FAO Food Price Index averaged 176.4 points in 

October 2017, which is 2.2 points (1.3 percent) down 

from September 2017. At this level, the index was 4 

points (2.5 percent) up from its October 2016 value, 

but remains 27 percent below its record level (in 

nominal terms) of 240 points registered in February 

2011. The prices of all the products in the index 

dropped in October, except for cereals.  

FAO Cereal Price Index averaged 152.8 points in 

October, up slightly from September 2017 and 10.5 

points (7.4 percent) above its average of October 2016. 

Among the main cereals, wheat prices were generally 

declining, due to abundant exportable supplies in the 

Black sea region and increased competition among 

exporters. Maize prices rose slightly up in the United 

States, while they declined in South America where 

supply is abundant. 

In October, the world rice prices experienced new 

mixed trends. The decline in prices in Thailand, India 

and Pakistan contrasts with the firmness observed in 

the United States and Vietnam, where supplies would 

be lower. Asian markets are expected to move 

downwards, at least until early 2018, with the gradual 

arrival of the main new harvest. Overall, harvests are 

expected to be fairly good, except for India where 

production could decline by 1.4 percent. In Vietnam as 

well, production could be lower than expected due to 

excessive rains. However, global exportable supplies 

are expected to be good and global stocks could 

recover again in 2018. World trade forecasts for 2017 

have also been revised upwards with a progress of 8.5 

percent InterRice  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2 : FAO food price index 

Source : FAO  

https://nigeria.iom.int/sites/default/files/dtm_reports/01%20DTM%20Nigeria%20Round%20XIX%20Report%20September%202017_0.pdf
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/nigeriasituation
http://mali.iom.int/sites/default/files/CMP%20reports/Rapport%20CMP_12%20Oct%20%202017_.pdf
http://mali.iom.int/sites/default/files/CMP%20reports/Rapport%20CMP_12%20Oct%20%202017_.pdf
http://www.infoarroz.org/portal/en/content.php?section=15
http://www.fao.org/worldfoodsituation/foodpricesindex/fr/
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 Market trends in West Africa  

Prices of coarse grains declined overall in the region 

In October,  crops from ongoing harvests began to 

appear on the markets, improving cereals (maize, 

millet, sorghum, rice) availability in the Region. (ROAC 

N °15) 

As a result, coarse grain prices have declined in most 

countries, thanks to the increased supply and offer. In 

Niger, cereals supply has remained satisfactory in the 

agricultural and agropastoral areas, but very low to low 

in the pastoral markets.  Nevertheless, high price levels 

are observed in all markets, despite mitigation 

measures (free food distribution, discounted sale, cash 

transfer) for vulnerable populations. Dry cereals prices 

are up compared to the last year and the last five years 

average. In Burkina Faso, increased supplies from 

ongoing harvests put an end to increases in millet and 

sorghum prices in recent months. In Mali, prices 

showed different trends across various markets but 

remained overall higher than a year earlier due to the 

civil insecurity in some parts of the country and strong 

demand from food shortfall regions in the country and 

in neighboring countries. In Chad, coarse grain prices 

overall declined in September due to the favorable 

2017 harvests outlook. In north-eastern 

Nigeria ,continued conflict exerted upward pressure on 

prices in the central and southwestern regions of the 

country. In coastal countries, such as Ghana, maize 

prices remained stable or declined in October, thanks 

to increased supply from new crops, which are 

plentiful. Also, in Togo, increased supplies from new 

harvests in 2017 led to a decline of maize prices overall 

in the country in September, except in Lomé main 

market. In Nigeria, in September, coarse grain prices 

declined in most markets or remained relatively stable 

in line with the started new harvests. Overall, prices 

remained at high levels, mostly in the northern regions 

due to the trade disruption and the continued civil 

insecurity. (FAO) Despite thr decline of the general 

inflation, food inflation continues to rise (20 percent). 

(NBS = Nigerian Bureau of Statistics) 

Figure 3 : Comparison (in %) of grain prices October/September 2017 compared to October/September 2016- Maize, Millet, Rice     

Imported, Local Rice and Sorghum  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          
   

            Source:  WFP 



N°85 – October 2017 - Joint Note FAO-WFP 5 

 Impact on Food Security  

In Mauritania, food insecurity reached its highest level since 2012 

In Mauritania, the August 2017 Food Security 

Monitoring Systems (FSMS) survey indicates that 28 

percent of the Mauritanian are food insecure, of which 

5.7 percent are severely food insecure. Thus, the food 

insecurity level reaches its highest level since 2012 rate 

of 32 percent. Based on this high benchmark, it is 

expected that the poor agro-pastoral campaign 2017 

will lead to an early and difficult 2018 lean season. 

Rural areas remain the most affected, with a food 

insecurity level of 33 percent, compared with 22 

percent in urban areas. Nouakchott and Hodh             

El-Charghi regions have the highest numbers of food 

insecure people. Both regions account for nearly 40 

percent of the country's food insecure people. Assaba, 

Gorgol, Guidimakha and Brakna regions also have high 

level of food insecure people. 

To meet their food shortfall, 47 percent of households 

reported purchasing food on credit while 10 percent 

sent family members to labour migration. One out of 

ten households reported having sold animals more 

than usual. (WFP Mauritania, FSMS August 2017) 

In Mali, in September 2017, the government and its 

partners led National Survey of Food Security and 

Nutrition (ENSAN) throughout the country. 10,703 

households were surveyed. According to the 

preliminary results, 25.8 percent of households are 

food insecure, 4 percent of them in severely food 

insecure. 

The most affected regions are Timbuktu (64 percent), 

Koro (62 percent), Tessalit (59 percent), Menaka (57 

percent), Gourma Rharous (54 percent), Bankass (53 

percent), Kolokani (52 percent), Gao (52 percent), 

Bandiagara (51 percent), Tominian (44 percent), and 

Ansongo (40 percent). Compared to September 2016, 

food insecurity deteriorated in the Kidal, Timbuktu and 

Mopti regions (+23 percent, +22 percent and +5 

percent, respectively) 

The food insecurity is due mainly to climatic shocks 

(droughts, floods), security factors (insecurity and 

population movement’s in the north and center parts 

of the country), economic factors (prices rising and 

economic vulnerability) and farming and livestock 

production methods (animal damage, diseases and 

pests). (WFP Mali, ENSAN September 2017) 

In Niger, WFP and partners conducted Emergency 

Food Security Assessment (EFSA) survey. 2,949 

households were surveyed in the 12 communes 

(Bosso, Diffa, Chetimari, Foulatari, Goudoumaria, 

Gueskérou, Kabalewa, Maïne Soroa, N'Gourti, N 

'Guelbely, N'Guigmi and Toumour) of Diffa region. 

According to the survey results, 37.1 percent (211,485 

people) of households are food insecure, including 

10.7 percent (60,775 people) in severe form. 

Households in food insecurity are located in the 

communes of, Gueskerou (77.3 percent), Goudoumaria 

(40.9 percent), Bosso (38.8 percent), Kabalewa (36.7 

percent), Diffa ( 35.3 percent), Chetimari (35 percent) 

and N'Guigmi (34.4 percent), where more than one out 

of three households are food insecure. 

Food insecure households are: refugees (52.1 percent), 

returnees (42.7 percent), internally displaced persons 

(37.7 percent), residents (30.2 percent), female-headed 

households (21.6 percent). (WFP Niger, EFSA 

September 2017)  

In Guinea-Bissau, Food Security and Nutrition 

Monitoring Systems (FSNMS) results show a decrease 

in food insecurity compared to the results of 

September 2016. Indeed, the food insecurity rate 

dropped from 30.6 percent in September 2016 to 20 

percent in October 2017. This decrease in food 

insecurity could be linked to the positive impacts, still 

in progress, of the last cashew nut marketing 

campaign. This campaign was exceptional in 2017 with 

the price per kilogram rising from 500 to 1,000 CFA 

francs (thereby improving the incomes of            

cashew-producing households). (WFP Guinea Bissau, 

FSNMS October 2017) 
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 Calendars ! 

 
  

 Missions Joint Crop Assessment Missions 

 Coastal countries (Benin, Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana, Togo, Liberia, Guinea Bissau,   

Guinea, Sierra Leone): 2 to 6 October 2017 

 Nigeria: 16 to 20 October 2017 

 Sahel countries (The Gambia, Cabo Verde, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Chad,        

Senegal): 6 to 11 November 

 Cadre Harmonisé (CH) Analysis 

 Coastal countries: 9 to 13 October 2017 

 Burkina Faso: 23 to 28 October 2017 

 Nigeria: October 23 to November 03, 2017 

 Sahel countries (The Gambia, Cape Verde, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Chad, Sene-

gal):   13 to 18 November 2017 

 CH Regional consolidation: 20 to 25 November 2017 in Bamako, Mali 

 PREGEC: 27 to 29 November 2017 in Bamako, Mali 

 RPCA: 4 to 6 December 2017 in Cotonou, Benin  

Summary of the HEA analyses for the Sahel and for the Guinea Gulf countries carried out by Save the Children 

and the Regional Center of AGRHYMET in partnership with national Early Warning Systems, ACF, Oxfam, WFP 

The HEA analyses can assess the level of food security of the households through the survival threshold and the         

livelihood protection threshold. A survival deficit (DS) means that the households of a specific category will struggle to 

cover their minimum nutritional energy requirements and the expenses for meals preparation and consumption in the    

current year. A humanitarian intervention will then be needed to save lives. The livelihoods protection deficit (DPME) 

means that the households will have difficulties to sustain their livelihoods and their access to basic social                  

services (eg health, education ...) 

The HEA analysis were conducted in September in the Guinea Gulf countries (Benin, Cabo Verde, Côte d’Ivoire, The Gambia,   

Ghana, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Togo) and in October - November in the Sahel countries (Burkina Faso, Mauritania, Mali,  

Niger, Senegal and Chad) and in Nigeria. It has reached 109 HEA Baselines including 4 in urban areas (2 in Borno, Niamey 

and Bamako). 

Despite a relatively good agro-pastoral production in all the countries, the food situation of the poorest households is  

worrying, especially in the pastoral areas and areas with agricultural production deficits, rising prices and where the civil 

insecurity persists. In urban areas, the very poor households face a situation of food consumption deficit. 

Among the areas analyzed, the food situation is worrying in the provinces of Sourou and Soum (Burkina Faso); the wilaya of 

Brakna (Mauritania);  in the departments of Banibangou, Diffa, Filingue, Dungass, Magaria, Mayahi, Tessaoua, Tahaoua, 

Tera, Tesker, Ouallam and the urban center of Niamey (Niger); in the state of Katsina and the urban center of Borno 

(Nigeria); in the departments of Mangalmé (Chad) and on the island of Santiago and Santo Antão (Cabo Verde). In these 

localities, the very poor households will potentially face a survival deficit. The deficit is deeper in urban areas (Borno and 

Niamey) where the seasonality of the deficit is annual for the poor and very poor households. In rural areas, it is mainly the 

departments of Filingué, Magaria and Tahoua (Niger) that shows an early projected deficit, starting respectively from     

November-January and April 2018. 

Some Livelihood protection deficits are projected for the poor and very poor households in the provinces of Namentenga, 

Oudalan and Boulkiemde (Burkina Faso); the wilayas of Adrar, Hodh El Chargui, Holdh Elngharby, Guidimakha, Gorgol,  

Trarza and Tagant (Mauritania); the departments of Tenenkou, Diema, Nioro, Kolokani and the urban periphery of Bamako 

(Mali); the States of Bauchi and Zamfara (Nigeria); the departments of Bosso, Diffa, Bermo, Chirozerine , Abala and Tassara 

(Niger); the departments of Ngouri, Barh El Gazal West, Barh El Gazal South, Biltine, Kanem, BEG North, Fouli, Mandy, Kaya 

(Chad), the department of Kanel (Senegal). The harvests reduction, the price increase of the cereals, the significant price cut 

for livestock and the reduction of labor opportunities are at the roots of these situations. 

In Togo, The Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Côte d’Ivoire, the analyses project no deficits. The food situa-

tion of the households seems to be acceptable and their livelihoods protected. 

A note detailing these results is available on the HEA Sahel website:  www.hea-sahel.org  

Food Security Informations 

in West Africa 

 

www.wfp.org/food-security  

WFP Regional Bureau Dakar 

VAM Unit 

rbd.vam@wfp.org 

http://www.fao.org/emergencies/regions/

western-africa/en 
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