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Dominican Republic: Tropical Storm Laura 
Flash Update #01 (August 26th, 2020)  

 
 
This update was produced by the Resident Coordinator’s Office, with official information received from the National Disaster Emergency 
Management Agency (COE) of the Dominican Republic. 

Highlights 
▪ Tropical Storm Laura passed through the Dominican Republic the night of  the 22nd and 23rd of  august, causing 

heavy rains and wind across several provinces but hitting hardly the southern coast of  the country. All 32 
provinces where declared in alert, 20 of  them being declared in red alert the morning of  the 23rd.   

▪ 4 people have been reported dead and more than 9,600 people were preventively evacuated f rom their homes. 

Almost 2,000 houses have been reported af fected and 19 shelters were opened to host some 282 people. 101 
water systems were reported damaged, leaving more than 1,5 million people without access to safe water. 152 
electric systems were damaged, leaving more than 700,000 people without access to electricity.  

▪ Nacional and local authorities have led preparation and prevention activities, have coordinated all needed rescue 
operation, have conducted rapid assessments and are leading the response. The National Disaster Emergency 
Management Agency (COE) has not requested international support to respond to this emergency.   

Situation Overview 

As Tropical Storm Laura hit the Dominican Republic its accompanying ef fects such as wind, storm surge and torrential 
rains were felt all over the country but, as per data released by the national meteorological agency, the accumulated 

rainfall map shows that the southern coast of  the country has been the most af fected.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 people have been reported dead and more than 9,600 people were preventively evacuated f rom their homes. 
Almost 2,000 houses have been reported af fected and 19 shelters were opened to host some 282 people. 101 
water systems were reported damaged, leaving more than 1,5 million people without access to safe water during a 

few days. 152 electric systems were as well damaged, leaving more than 700,000 people without access to 
electricity. Nevertheless, as of  august 25th and as a result of  the response, 74% of  those sheltered have return to 
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their homes, 40% of  the water systems have been repaired and 99.4% of  the af fected electric services have 

recovered. The National Disaster Emergency Management Agency (COE) and other institutions as the Civil 
Protection and the army activated and implemented Covid adapted protocols through the preparation and the 
response phases.  

 
As of  august 25, 10 provinces were kept on yellow alert and 8 on green alert due to possible urban and rural f lash 
f loods, f looding of rivers or landslides. The population is still encouraged to avoid crossing rivers, streams or gullies 

that present high volumes of  water. 
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Response 
Emergency Response Coordination 

The President of  the Dominican Republic, recently elected Luis Abinader, met all institutions involved in the  National 

Risk Management System and instructed them to develop an organized response according to the established  plan. 

Various of  the newly nominated Ministers kept permanent communication with the National Disaster Emergency 

Management Agency (COE) to ensure coordination and to be ready to support with the necessary resources through 

the National Social Protection System and other response mechanisms available in the Dominican Republic. All 

institutions activated their Contingency and response plans, inc luding the military and the police and electric 

companies.  

Health 

The Ministry of  Health ordered the activation of  the Operating Committee for Health in Emergencies, and activated 

its Emergency Operations Center, along with the National Health Service. The Provincial Health Directorates of  

provinces under alert have responded ensuring that medical personnel was positioned where needed to support the 

reception of  displaced people, to proceed with mandatory monitoring of  social distancing and surveillance for 

prevention and detection of  COVID-19 cases. The National Health Service ordered the activation of  the Emergency 

and Disaster Committees of  the Regional Health Services and the Hospital Centers to guarantee a response to the 

demand for services. 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

The water and sanitation government institution (INAPA) activated its Emergency Committee and prepositioned 150 

water trucks to provide drinking water to af fected communities. In addition, cranes, backhoes, suction trucks and 27 

bilge pumps sere made available to provide immediate response and put into service those aqueducts that were 

af fected by the storm.  



Dominican Republic – Tropical Storm Laura Flash Update #01 
 

 

pg. 3 
 

UNITED NATIONS DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

Regarding hygiene needs, assessments conducted by the Dominican Red Cross with the support of  the IFRC country 

of f ice, shown a need to support communities impacted with f loods with hygiene kit and other non-food items. WFP 

will support a request f rom the Dominican Red Cross to replenish between 400 and 800 family hygiene kits to be 

distributed in several rural communities in the Province of  Barahona with funding provided by USAID/OFDA.  

Shelter 

The National Housing Institute (INVI) ordered the activation of  their emergency committee, as well as the activation 

and equipment of  its Rapid Action units. The Civil Defense activated its response plan and coordinated preventive 

evacuations through its network of  Provincial Directors. They performed as well preventive peripherals in all provinces 

under alert and carried out road clearance and debris removal. 

Logistics & Emergency Telecommunications 

Main transport inf rastructure suf fered light damage in the country, with the main impacts being on secondary roads 

and access to rural communities. The Government, though the Ministry of  Works is clearing all roads and making 

emergency repairs. Restrictions in terms of  logistics have not varied f rom the COVID -19 ongoing impact in terms of  

access to the Dominican Republic.  

The telecommunication network in the country did not suf fered damages to t he network. WFP will continue to 

strengthen emergency telecommunications with the National Emergency Operation Center in the following weeks 

with the delivery of  telecommunication equipment and technical assistance to be used in the next emergency. 

Huracan season’s preparedness 

In addition to the Covid pandemic the region is facing an “above normal” very active hurricane season that has not 

yet concluded. The Government of  the Dominican Republic, through all institutions involved in the National Risk 

Management System and with the support of  the Humanitarian Country Team, will continue to streghten 

preparedness actions and to monitor new meteorologican events closely.  

A group of  NGO and UN agencies, as part of  the the Humanitarian Country Team, is providing technical assistance 

to the National Disaster Emergency Management Agency (COE) and the Civil Protection to conduct training to f irst 

line responders in the f ield, with a focus in Covid adapted shelter related protocols. Additionally, WFP will support 

local authority’s response committees, Civil Defense and Red Cross local branches with emergency supplies.  
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