
 

Drought Situation & EW Phase Classification 

Bio-physical indicators 

 February remained relatively dry with showers only reported 
during the first and third dekads. The second dekad was hot 
and dry. 

 Vegetation conditions remained good this month with the 
county recording a vegetation condition index of 62.89 

 Water resources were in good state as sources were 
adequately recharged last season. 

Socio Economic indicators (Impact indicators) 
 Pastures and browse were still in good conditions. Pastures 

contained good amounts of dry matter as they had reached 
physiological maturity. 

 Livestock body conditions were good in all livelihood zones. 
Milk production increased to an average of 32 litres 
compared to 25 litres last month. 

 Lumpy Skin Disease and CCPP were reported in Igembe 
Central Sub-county during the month. 

 Dry harvesting of maize crop is ongoing with a slightly above 
normal harvest expected. Bean harvest was concluded early 
in the month with a slightly below normal harvest realised. 

 Percentage of children at risk of malnutrition whose MUAC 
was below 135mm was 15 percent which was below the 
average of 19 percent for the month. 

 Conflicts in the grazing areas of the Agro-pastoral livelihood 
zone were reported this month similar to last month 

           Early Warning Phase Classification 
LIVELIHOOD 
ZONE 

EW PHASE TRENDS 

AGRO-
PASTORAL 

NORMAL IMPROVING 

MIXED 
FARMING 
(FOOD) 

NORMAL IMPROVING 

RAIN-FED 
CROPPING 

NORMAL IMPROVING 

COUNTY NORMAL IMPROVING 

Biophysical Indicators Value Normal 
ranges 

VCI-3month (Entire County 62.89 35-50 

State of Water Sources 4 5 

Production 
indicators 

Value Normal 
ranges 

Livestock Migration 
Pattern 

No 
migration 

No 
migration 

Livestock Body 
Conditions (Score) 

5 - 6 6 – 5 

Milk Production (Lt) 32 13 - 36 

Livestock deaths (for 
drought) 

0 No death 

Crops area planted 
(%) 

- 100% of 
LTA 

Access Indicators Value Normal ranges 

Terms of Trade (ToT) NA NA 

Milk Consumption 16 9 - 21 

Water for 
Households 

2 3 

Utilization indicators Value Normal ranges 

MUAC 15 15 - 20 
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A. BIO-PHASYCAL INDICATORS 
1. Meteorological Drought 
1.1.1  Actual Rainfall 

 Rainfall performance during the month of February was varied both across time 
and space. The first and third dekads were wettest across all livelihood zones 
although amounts received were below the long term totals for the respective 
dekads. The second dekad remained dry across all livelihood zones. 

 Despite amounts received overall were slightly below average for the month, 
showers at this time of the year are normal. 

 

1.2  Agricultural Drought 

 Vegetation conditions across all livelihood zones have registered remarkable 
improvements over the last three months following good rains received last season. 
Although February remained fairly drier than normal, the time-lag between rainfall 
received and vegetation response maintained good conditions as illustrated in the 3-
month Vegetation Condition Matrix below: 
 

MERU 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 December 
2015 

January 
2016 

February 
2016 

 

County 48.1 61.95 62.89 
 

Color VCI values   Drought  
Category 

3-monthly 
average 

 

 ≥50 Wet 

 35 to 50 No Drought 

 21 to 34 Moderate Drought 

 10 to 20 Severe Drought 

 <10 Extreme Drought 

Buuri 37.4 55.13 64.56 

Central Imenti 52.56 59.95 61.1 

Igembe Central 55.59 67.8 63.87 

Igembe North 40.73 61.3 57.83 

Igembe South 62.34 69.61 68.54 

North Imenti 64.07 66.41 63.89 

South Imenti 56.47 64.11 62.84 

Tigania East 43.25 58.84 56.01 

Tigania West 45.82 65.18 72.02 

1.2.2 Condition of Natural Vegetation and Pastures (Field Observations) 

 Quality 

 Quality of pastures and browse remained good this month particularly in the 
Agro-pastoral livelihood zone. At the end of their growing periods, pastures are 
currently rich in dry matter content which is ideal for livestock. 
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 Current pasture and browse quality is normal for this time of the month. 

 Quantity 

 Similar to the previous month, pastures and browse remained high especially in 
the grazing areas of the Agro-pastoral livelihood zone. Current quantities are as a 
result of good rains received last season and are expected to last for the next 2 – 
3 months. 

 

 Distance to Grazing Areas 

 Average grazing distances for the month were 4 km compared to 3 km the 
previous month. However, the increase was not noted across all livelihood zones 
and was only noted in a few pockets of the Agro-pastoral livelihood zone. These 
pockets were Malaene, Kalimbene, and Mea sample sites which recorded long 
distances of 7 km each as a result of heightened insecurity. Distances in all other 
livelihood zones remained low as pastures and crop residues from ongoing 
harvests were readily available 

 Nonetheless, overall distances still remained below the long term averages for 
the month and are expected to remain so over the coming two months 
especially if security concerns in the mentioned areas are addressed promptly. 

 

1.3   Hydrological Drought 
1.3.1Water sources and availability 

 Main sources of water for both households and livestock during the month were 
rivers, springs, boreholes, vendors, and piped water from community projects. 

 Rivers were major sources although the proportion of users declined slightly this 
month compared to last as river flows began to dwindle. 

 Community based water projects and those funded by Non-governmental 
organisation such as the Catholic Diocese were also important sources this 
month similar to last month. Springs were also important sources in the lower 
parts of Igembe South and Igembe North Sub-counties that bordered the Meru 
National Park. 

 Boreholes were important especially to livestock in the Grazing areas although 
distances between functioning boreholes was still high. 
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 Water vendors were major sources to the lower areas of Igembe North Sub-
County especially in Kachiuru where a 20 litre jerry can was retailing at Ksh. 25. 

 Overall, the water situation is still stable but is likely to decline starting next 
month. 

 

 

B. SOCIO-ECONOMIC INDICATORS 
2.0     PRODUCTION INDICATORS 
2.1    Livestock production 
2.1.1 Livestock migration patterns 

 There were no livestock migrations (both internal and external) this month.  
 

2.1.2 Livestock Body Condition 

 Livestock body conditions remained good across all species in all livelihood zones 
similar to last month. Pastures and browse were of good dry matter content and 
watering distances still remained relatively low. Availability of crop residue from 
ongoing harvests also contributed to the good conditions.  

 Current body conditions are normal for this time of the year 
 

2.1.3 Livestock Diseases 

 Confirmed cases of Lumpy Skin Disease (LSD) and CCPP were reported in Igembe 
Central sub-county around Malaene sample site. 

 
2.1.4 Milk Production 

 Milk production increased further this month to an average of 32 litres 
compared to 25 litres last month. This increase was a function of the good 
livestock body conditions currently. 

 Production is likely to remain high over the coming two months. 
 

2.1.5 Livestock deaths 

 Over 20 goats were reported dead in Malaene sample site due to CCPP during 
the month. No deaths were reported as a result of Lumpy Skin Disease (LSD) that 
was also reported in the area. 
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2.2      Crop Production 
2.2.1 Timeliness and status of crop production 

 Dry maize harvesting was the major farm activity across all livelihood zones this 
month. Following good performance of rains last season, a slightly above normal 
harvest is expected by mid-next month. However, with the wet conditions noted 
during the month, the risk of Aflatoxin poisoning is high especially if households 
do not employ proper post-harvest management techniques. 

 A slightly below normal harvest of major pulses (beans, green grams, and 
cowpeas) were realized at the beginning of the month due to heavy rains during 
the season. Early harvests of Dolichos was ongoing in most parts of the County. 
For pigeon peas, harvesting of the first crop was ongoing while the second crop 
was at vegetative stages and healthy. 

 Current farm activities are normal for this time of the year 
 

2.2.2 Pest and diseases  

 No major pest and disease were reported during the month. 

2.2.3 Harvest 

 Harvesting of maize was reported this month. 

3. ACCESS INDICATORS 

3.1      Livestock Prices 
3.1.1    Cattle prices  

 Cattle prices registered improvements this month to settle at Ksh. 22,600 
compared to Ksh. 19,000 last month possibly due to their good current body 
conditions. Further, with the good crop harvest realized this season, majority of 
households preferred selling food crops than cattle to meet their cash needs 
thereby creating a shortage in supply. 

 Current prices are higher than those of recorded last year same month and the 
long term average. With current good body conditions, prices are expected to 
remain high over the coming two months. 
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3.1.2 Goat prices 

 Prices of goats declined notably this month to Ksh. 3,100 from Ksh. 4,000 last 
month due to a possible oversupply in the markets as households found it easier 
to sell goats than cattle to fund the ongoing harvesting activities given the huge 
amounts of harvests (especially maize) and workload involved.  

 Although this decline is not normal at this time of the year as current prices are 
below those recorded same time last year and those in the 5-year average, 
neither has such a bumper harvest that has demanded so much labor been 
realized in the last five years. 

 As such, prices are expected to remain low over the next 1 – 2 months. 

 

 
3.2  Price of cereals and other food products 
3.2.1  Maize 

 Further declines in average maize prices were noted this month following the 
ongoing harvests. Prices during the month averaged at Ksh. 27 compared to Ksh. 
30 last month. 

 Current prices are lower than those recorded for the same month last year and 
the long term averages. They are also expected to remain low over the coming 
months 
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3.2.3  Beans 

 Bean prices registered further declines this month following the just concluded 
harvests, an indication that household stocks had improved considerably. Prices 
averaged at Ksh. 52 this month compared to Ksh. 57 the previous month. 

 Current prices are below the long term average and those recorded for the same 
month last year. They are expected to remain low over the coming months. 

 

 
3.3 Access to Food and Water 
3.3.1  Food Consumption score 
3.3.2  Availability of milk for household consumption 

 Milk consumption increased this month following an increase in production. An 
average of 16 litres were consumed compared to 14 litres the previous month 
 

3.3.3 Availability of water for household consumption 

 Trekking distances to water sources for households increased to an average of 4 
km compared to 2 km the previous month. However, this increase was not noted 
across all livelihood zones and was occasioned by an increase in Igembe North 
Sub-county which faces serious water deficits. Distances in all other areas 
remained low. 
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C. UTILISATION INDICATORS 

4.1 Health and Nutrition Status 
4.1.1 MUAC 

 A slight decline in the nutrition status of children under the age of five years was 
noted with 15 percent of sampled children being at risk of malnutrition compared to 
14 percent the previous month. 

 This slight increase could have resulted from poor child feeding practices as most 
household members were involved in farm activities, particularly harvesting of maize. 

 Kalimbene (Igembe Central sub-county) and Kibiru sample sites (Tigania West Sub-
county) in the Agro-pastoral livelihood zone still recorded high figures of 24 percent 
and 28 percent respectively. 

 

4.1.2 Health  

 Diarrhoea, malaria and respiratory tract infections were among the most reported 
diseases among children under five years and general population.  

E: Current Interventions and Recommendations 

5.1 Non-food interventions – Note the following 

 There were no none-food interventions noted this month 

5.2 Food Aid  

 There was no food aid interventions noted this month apart from home-grown 
school meals programs in a few schools in the Agro-pastoral livelihood zone.  
 

5.3 Recommendations 

 Although malnutrition among the children under five years remained relatively low 
this month, there is still need to monitor and implement interventions in pockets 
noted with high figures. 

 There is an urgent need to carry out vaccinations against LSD and CCPP in Igembe 
Central Sub-County. Surveillance and vaccinations in the neighbouring sub-counties 
is also required 
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 Peace and conflict resolution initiatives along the Isiolo-Meru border need to be 
activated to reduce insecurity and cattle rustling. 

 Repair of broken down boreholes and water pans in the Agro-pastoral livelihood 
before the onset of the March-April-May rains. 

F: Emerging Issues  
6.1 Insecurity/Conflict/Human Displacement/Migration 

 Similar to the previous month, conflicts in the grazing areas of the Agro-pastoral 
livelihood zone that border Isiolo County were noted fuelled by cattle rustling, 
banditry and the unresolved border conflict between Isiolo and Meru Counties. 


