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Overview 

Heavy snowfall on 18 – 19 January has caused suffering in 

communities across north-west Syria, especially for those 

living in displacement sites.  

So far 261 tents have been reported as destroyed by the 

snow and 914 tents damaged, along with personal 

belongings. 80 displacement sites have been affecting with 

more than 100,000 inhabitants. Heavy rainfall has affected 

235 displacement sites with more than 150,000 people. 

Idleb governorate is worst affected, particularly in Dana and 

Maaret Tamasrin sub-districts. 

Urgent needs are improved access to displacement sites through road clearance, relocation of people to safer places, 

securing means for heating, replacing destroyed tents and providing food and non-food items to the households.  

All the public roads are now open in the affected northern countryside of Aleppo, including the Afrin – Raju road, Sharan – 

Bulbul road leading to Bulbul camps, Abraz camp road, Afrin – Ghazawiyet road, Deir Ballut – Atma road and Ma’btali – 

Raju road. Clearing is ongoing in Raju and Ma’btali districts. Snow accumulated on the sides of roads is not impeding traffic. 

Two emergency road rehabilitation teams are operating in Aleppo and Idleb governorates.  

Humanitarian needs and response 

Out of the over 1,000 destroyed and damaged tents, at least 600 are reported to be in need of replacement, with the number 

expected to increase. Humanitarian partners are responding to the emergency shelter needs as well as re-directing ongoing 

winter assistance to vulnerable people in the affected areas. Currently, 1,300 households are being reached with tents and 

other non-food items. More snow is expected next week and the main challenge is the level of tent supplies. At the moment, 

approximately 4,000 tents are in stock and the supply may be insufficient to cover the needs in the coming days and months. 

One major concern is the melting of the accumulated snow and consequent flooding. 

Without adequate humanitarian aid, affected communities may resort to harmful coping strategies, such as going into debt 

or selling household items to afford basic shelter needs. Lack of heating materials force affected communities to burn 

improper materials, such as rubbish and plastic, for heating, which produce toxic fumes harming their health. It is also a 

high fire risk. Overcrowding of displacement sites and the need of some affected households to stay with other people in 

tents exacerbate the risk of COVID-19 spread. Findings of an assessment conducted by a local partner in various 

displacement sites highlight concerns around the impact on physical and mental well-being of communities who are left 

without shelter and basic belongings. 
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The Food Security and Livelihoods Cluster partners are assessing the emergency food needs in affected locations and will 

initially distribute food assistance (one-off food baskets and ready to eat food items) to 46,500 people in the most affected 

areas of Afrin district. 

Health response is concentrated in the Afrin district. More health partners directed their mobile teams and clinics to the 

affected camps and communities in the area, particularly Sharan, Sheikh Al Hadid, Ma’abatli and Raju sub districts. Partners 

are working with the Afrin Health Directorate on the coordination of the response and the deployment of ambulances to the 

area. Patients from the impacted areas to Bahar, Al Shifa and Raju Hospitals have been referred to health partners. 

Pregnant women, children and people with underlying health problems are among the most vulnerable. Uninterrupted 

provision of maternity and reproductive health care, pediatrics services and hemodialysis are top priorities.  

Schools are functioning normally. Due to the snow on the ground children had difficulties walking to the education facilities 

and many of them do not have appropriate winter clothing. The key priority is keeping the roads and pathways open for 

safe access of children to schools and providing them with winter kits. A week holiday started 20 January. 

Humanitarian teams are supporting families with protection concerns. In Abraz camp, humanitarian partners will assist the 

affected population through cash-for-work and distributing bread bundles. An emergency response team is identifying the 

most affected families in need of cash assistance in eight camps in Idleb and Afrin. 
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