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Quick Facts 
• A warehouse, reportedly 

containing 2,750 tons of 
ammonium nitrate, exploded 
on August 4 in Beirut port 

• 48,000+ confirmed COVID-
19 cases in Lebanon 

• Project HOPE and RMF have 
distributed more than two 
metric tons of medicines to 
local health partners to-date.  

• In coordination with UNFPA, 
WHO and the Primary Health 
Care Network, Project HOPE 
assessed 11 primary health 
centers in Eastern Beirut to 
inform needs in sexual and 
reproductive health, 
psychosocial support, child 
protection, and gender-
based violence.  

  

Project HOPE and local partner, RMF, will 
be distributing more than 5,260 disaster 
health kits donated by MAP International 
to beneficiaries in Eastern Beirut through 
RMF mobile clinics in the coming weeks.  
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS 

• Lebanon recorded its highest daily number of COVID-19 cases 
at 1,459 on October 7, 2020. 

• With support from the AT&T Foundation, Project HOPE is 
launching a three-month program to increase access to sexual 
and reproductive health and psychosocial services for 
vulnerable and displace populations.  

• Project HOPE, in coordination with the René Moawad 
Foundation (RMF) is working to distribute critically needed 
medical and hygiene supplies donated by MAP International, 
International Health Partners UK (IHP UK), and MedShare to 
local health facilities and partners in Beirut.  

 
SITUATION OVERVIEW  
More than two months since the massive and deadly port explosions, 
Beirut continues to face a slow and vast rebuilding and recovering 
process amidst a rapidly deteriorating economy and political tensions. 
The Lebanese pound has devaluated by 80 percent over the last year, 
causing more uncertainty and panic.i The unemployment rate is 
estimated to be greater than 37% with half of the population living 
under the poverty line. Prior to the explosion, approximately 3,100 
people were leaving Lebanon daily and since the explosion, that 
number is approximately 4,100 per day.ii  
 
The number of COVID-19 cases continue to escalate with October 7 
marking the highest daily incidence (1,459 confirmed cases) in Lebanon 
since the start of the pandemic. The total number of recorded cases is 
48,377 and 433 deaths.iii More than half of these cases and death have 
occurred in the last month alone.iv A curfew remains in place from 1am 
– 6am to help reduce transmission.   
 

PROJECT HOPE RESPONSE   
Project HOPE continues to provide immediate assistance to affected 
populations and health facilities in Beirut through the procurement and 
distribution of medicines and medical and hygiene supplies, in 
partnership with the RMF, in addition to launching new programmatic 
activities. Project HOPE is working to identify the most effective ways it 
can address health service delivery gaps for vulnerable populations. 
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Medicine and Supply Distribution 

Project HOPE is working very closely with its local partner, RMF, to distribute 
critically needed medical and hygiene supplies to local hospitals, medical centers, 
mobile clinics, and dispensaries, including: 

• 5,260 disaster health kits, which include soap and basic hygiene products, 
donated by MAP International. These will be distributed to beneficiaries 
through RMF Mobile Clinics.  

• More than 23,000 syringes including prefilled saline syringes and 3mL 
syringes, donated by IHP UK will be allocated and distributed to St. 
Georges Hospital University Medical Center, Geitawi Hospital, Rasaires 
Hospital and Karantina Government Hospital. 

• More than 83,000 pieces of personal protective equipment donated by 
MedShare, including nearly 2,000 N95 masks, more than 25,000 surgical 
and procedural masks, 46,300 exam gloves and other items such as shoe 
covers, isolation gowns, and surgical gear. These items have been 
allocated and will be distributed to the American University of Beirut 
Medical Center and RMF Dispensaries.  

Additional supplies, including KN95 masks and two interagency health kits, have 
arrived in Beirut and Project HOPE expects to distribute these items in the coming 
weeks.  
 

Increasing Access to Sexual and Reproductive Health and Psychosocial 
Services to Vulnerable and Displaced Populations in Eastern Beirut 

With generous support from the AT&T Foundation and in partnership with AMEL 
Association International and MARSA Sexual Health Center, Project HOPE is 
launching a program to increase access to reproductive health services and 
psychosocial support for vulnerable displaced mothers and children within the 
catchment area of 11 primary health centers (PHCs) in Eastern Beirut.  

In September, Project HOPE completed an assessment of the following 11 PHCs: 
Karageuzian PHC, Boulghorjian PHC, Karantina PHC, St. John the Baptist Health 
Center, St. Antoine Akkawi PHC, Saideh PHC, Youth Orthodox PHC, LAUMCRH 
PHC, RMF MMU, Lebanon Needs Health Center, Centre Development de 
Beyrouth. All of these are within 10 km of the blast radius, in coordination with 
WHO, UNFPA and the Primary Health Care Network. The assessment noted the 
critical gaps and needs in sexual and reproductive health and psychosocial 
services at these facilities and began to discuss potential programming needs 
with the PHCs. The SRH health indicators were based on the minimum initial 
service package for reproductive health in emergencies (MISP). The tool was 
also sensitive for infection prevention and control in the context of COVID-19.  

The project will aim to create awareness among vulnerable populations, 
including refugees, migrants, displaced host community members and those 
residing in informal settlements of free of charge/cost reimbursed services 
available to women of reproductive health age—including pre and post-natal 
care for pregnant and lactating mothers, gender based violence awareness at 
targeted PHCs, STI education and testing, referrals to secondary and tertiary care 
services and Clinical Management of Rape where appropriate. The project will 
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also roll out weekly psychosocial support services for vulnerable mothers and 
children out of two pre-established psychosocial support centers in Eastern 
Beirut which provide safe spaces for mothers and children to engage in 
recreational and educational activities, art therapy and other psychosocial 
support activities that focus on strengthening community bonds and resilience 
in times of crisis.  

Project HOPE anticipates reaching a total target population of 24,750 vulnerable 
women of reproductive health age and 500 mothers and children through 
psychosocial support activities over the three month intervention. 

Additional Programming Needs  

Project HOPE continues to meet with local NGOs to discuss potential gaps and 
partnerships in the areas of child protection, sexual and gender-based violence 
and sexual and reproductive health in order to inform future programming. 
Project HOPE is committed to supporting local partners and facilities with these 
needs and will continue to seek funding in coordination with key stakeholders 
and local authorities.   

 
i https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/10/08/coronavirus-is-pushing-lebanon-over-the-brink/ 
ii https://www.wfae.org/world/2020-09-26/lebanese-flee-their-own-country-amid-economic-crisis 
iii https://www.coronatracker.com/country/lebanon/ 
iv https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/10/8/lebanons-covid-surge-what-went-wrong-and-what-to-do 
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