
Inter-agency Rapid Needs Assessment Report: 
Wau (21-22 March 2016)

Background
Tensions in and around Wau town began in 2012, when 
authorities announced that the Wau County headquarters was 
going to be moved from Wau Town to Baggari. In December 
2012, the youth staged a demonstration, during which 12 
people were killed. Since then, the security situation has been 
precarious and tensions have remained high amongst different 
ethnic groups, particularly the Fertiit/Balandas and Dinkas. 
In November and December 2015, fighting intensifies in 
payams south of Wau County resulting the displacement of 
some 10,000 to Wau Town. From 17-18 February 2016, an attack 
in Wau Town resulted in mass displacement of local populations 
originating from the south and western parts of Wau Town into 
the centre. The fighting also resulted in widespread looting of 
homes and harassment of civilians, including reported raping 
of women and girls. An IRNA was conducted in Wau Town and 
surrounding areas on 21-22 of March to assess the humanitarian 
needs of the conflict affected populations. 
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Key overview of findings
Fighting in and around Wau Town over the past three months has 
generated displacement and urgent humanitarian needs. Among 
the needs identified by the community were food, water, shelter 
and non-food items (NFIs).  The malnutrition situation was also 
reported to be concerning, with an increase of acute malnutrition 
rates among children and pregnant and lactating mothers. Further, 
displaced community noted the need to enrol displaced children 
into existing schools before the commencement of final exams. 
In regard to the ongoing tensions and security situation in Wau Town 
and surrounding payams, civilians reported ongoing harassment 
and killings.  At the time of reporting, humanitarian access to 
reported displaced populations outside of Wau Town was also 
problematic, with missions to the southwest area being denied on 
three separate occasions.

The tensions increase after approxi-
mately 300 youths from the Fertit 
community have been reportedly 
detained. This development increases 
the already high tensions in Wau.

Announcement that Wau County 
headquarters  will be moved from 
Wau Town to Baggari. Protests follow, 
resulting in death of 12 youth.

Insecurity in Wau Town results into 
massive displacement of local 
populations from the south and 
western parts into the centre. 

Tensions and subsequent fighting 
between different ethnic groups in 
the Mapel area result in 800 civilians 
fleeing to the Wau Town POC. This 
insecurity also causes displacement 
of populations from Buseri, Bazia, 
Baggari, Kpaile and Beselia Payams, 
where tensions are already high as a 
result of cattle movement from neigh-
bouring states into farming communi-
ties in the Payams causing the 
destruction of crops. 
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 2013

 April 2014
 February 2016

 
 CRISIS TIMELINE

Skirmishes are reported in communi-
ties’ south-western parts of Wau 
County between security agencies 
and armed actors. This leads to the 
displacement of over 10,000 people 
to Wau Town.  Humanitarian actors 
assess and respond to their needs in 
Wau town.

 Decem
ber 2015
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Number of functional schools and capacity

No. of schools 

No. of classes

Capacity

Preschool Primary Secondary

2 24 -

-100 1,750

Type of school

1 to 138

GirlsBoys

1,5701,195

 Upto 33% of 
students do not have 
classroom space

IDP specific school-age 
children attending school

Teacher to Student Ratio

Percent of available classrooms 
to number of students

2,765
students

  EDUCATION

Assessment Data

  EMERGENCY SHELTER & NFI

Population Movements
There are currently two types of displaced populations in Wau Town. The first are former inhabitants of the south 
and western parts of Wau Town who were displaced as a result of insecurity in mid-February 2016. The second 
are those who were initially displaced from Kpaile, Bagari and Bessilia payams into Wau Town in November 
and December 2015 as a result of insecurity in the exterior 
payams. These people were then displaced a second time 
in mid-February, when they fled to Wau Town centre during 
the fighting. Both groups of displaced populations were in-
vited to the Isaac stadium in Wau Town for the assessment. 
Relief and Rehabilitation Commission initially estimated 
the number of displaced to be 96,000 indi viduals. At the 
time of the assessment, it was also reported that there were 
12,000 IDPs who remained in hiding in the south of Wau 
County, and that the main villages were largely deserted. 
As of June, DTM partners verified a total of 63,386 individu-
als displaced in Wau Town. Assessment team still reports no 
movement of people to the southern-western part of Wau 
Town, where the looting, burning and destruction of houses 
is visible.

People gathered at the stadium in Wau for the assessment. 

A destructed house in Wau town on 2 March 2016. 

Shelter situation 

Availability of NFIs

5-16~1,500
Estimated number of houses 
looted or burned in the 
southern-western parts of town.

IDPs reported that they do not have access to basic houshold items.

The shelter situation is very poor. IDPs are being hosted by people in 
their compounds and do not have access to independent shelters. 
Overcrowding and strain on the host community’s resources are major 
concerns. 

Average number of 
people sleeping in
each house / shelter

*IDPs attend school in Wau town in the afternoon only, 
due to limited facilities.
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Number of weeks food stocks will last at household level 

Cereals and roots/tubers

No. of Weeks

Type of food stock

Pulses and legumes
Oils and fats

<1 1-2 >2

Children under age 5 Pregnant and lactating women

Malnutrition rates (MUAC screening)

Momoi

Mboro

Bringi

Bagara*

Abusheka1.97% 5%

33.5% 10.7%

4.7%39%

2.7%10%

25.5% 5.3%

18.3% 41.3%

29.5%

45.2%12.3%

27.8%

25.7%16%

MAM SAM

* Includes Bagara,Jedid,Ngosungel,Farajalla,Ngisa,Ngodakala,Ugali & Ngoduo

Livestock available

Wau

Girls 0-59 months

Boys 0-59 months

Pregnant and lactating women

632

429

363

Total people screened

1,424
screened

  FOOD SECURITY AND LIVELIHOODS

Top five coping strategies reported:
1   Rely on less preferred and less expensive food
2   Limit portion size at meals
3   Restrict consumption by adults in order for small children to eat
4   Reduce number of meals eaten per day
5   Do not eat the whole day

HEALTH

 NUTRITION

(Limited)

Food consumption preference 
and accessibility*

 Type       Sources

  1  Maize
  2  Cassava
  3  Fish
  4  Oil
  5  Vegetable
       and fruits

Market
 
 
 
 
 

Current livelihood sources:
1. Small business
2. Casual wage labour
3. Petty trade

*Although there are some food items available at the market, the buying power is very limited

Functionality of health facilities 

Wau 
Teaching
Hostpital

Locoloco
PHCC

Jabel Kheir
PHCC

Bazia Jedid
PHCC

Cold chain 
functioning

Essential medicines: 4 months supply

Lack of PEP-kits and anti-retrovirals

Availability of medicines

Diarrhoea

ARI

Malaria

Pregnancy
related 

Injuries

20

18

7

15

6

Diseases and number of cases
reported in the previous 7 days

Number of cases by age

7
5 9

Diarrhoeal ARIMalariaInjuriesPregnacy 
related

1112
867

Under-5 deaths Over-5 deaths
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Catholic Diocese of Wau Solidarités International 
IOM SOME
Johanitter International UNHCR
OCHA UNICEF
Oxfam GB WDP
RRC WFP
Rural Water WHO

 

Participant organizations 

Access to water and latrines

55%45%
Hand pump

Other 
sources

Percentage of the crisis-affected or displaced 
population using available water source

displaced 
people use 
pit latrines

Access to pit latrines by IDPs

60%

40%
displaced people 

practice open 
defecation in 
bush / field

Functional sources of water

Hand pumps
in Wau Town

Well

Stream / river

Piped water supply* 

0 of 1

Not functionalFunctional

*Public standposts are not working because of lack of fuel

22 of 55
(40% functional, 
however, more than 
90% need repairs or 
improvement)

 WASH

 PROTECTION

    
• Concerns of increased number of street children and children separated from their families.
• There are reports of women and girls being raped. There are concerns of heightened risk of sexual-based 

violence.
• Concerns that children’s exposure to violence, exploitation, abuse and child labour has increased.
• Access to food, shelter, water and hospitals has been hindered.
• Security situation in the area where displacements took place remains extremely tense and fragile.
• Elderly people are reportedly extremely vulnerable.

IRNA team members talking with displaced people.

• General hygiene condition of the population was 
reported as good.

• Women have access/capacity to procure sanitary pads. 
• Soap is available in the market, but people cannot 

often afford it, they reported mainly using only water for 
washing purposes. 

 For the full dataset of the Wau IRNA, please visit: https://goo.gl/YzVft7
 For the DTM verification exercise, please visit: http://goo.gl/Yqd9u8


