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INDONESIA

COUNTER-TRAFFICKING 

IOM distributed 380 adult ducks to 38 women who
attended a 5-day IOM-facilitated livelihood training pro-
gram on duck husbandry and business skills on 20
August. The women, who are all widowed or have no
other means of financial support, also received pack-
ages containing duck food, lamps, syringes and vac-
cines for the birds.   

IOM’s pilot livelihood support program for vulnerable
women in Lancang village, Junib, Bireuen, has now pro-
vided a total of 145 women with skills in various activi-
ties including duck husbandry, salt farming, cooking,
sewing, fish drying, sales and basic business manage-
ment. 

TRANSITIONAL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM 

IOM has now completed the construction of 26 tempo-
rary schools (20 in Aceh Besar and 6 in Aceh Jaya).

UNICEF will supply the schools with classroom equipment and textbooks. 
The schools, each of which comprises three classrooms, are the first of 200 that UNICEF
has commissioned IOM to construct in camps, government barracks and IOM temporary
housing sites in Aceh. When completed, they will provide education for some 40,000 chil-
dren.  The school construction project reflects IOM’s belief that, in order to be sustainable,
reconstruction efforts in Aceh must address the whole spectrum of community needs.

28 MARCH EARTHQUAKE EMERGENCY RESPONSE

Last week, IOM finished building an additional
80 market stalls in Nias, in response to local
demand. The construction of 500 market stalls
in Nias and 157 in Simeulue was completed
earlier this month. All the stalls are now occu-
pied by local vendors. 

IOM’s landing craft has now completed a total
of 31 round trips between Nias, Simeulue, and
Sibolga, carrying over 600 truckloads of relief
aid and reconstruction materials.  Since the 28
March earthquake, IOM trucks have distrib-
uted approximately 11,350 tons of relief goods
across Nias on behalf of various partner agen-
cies. 
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Raising ducks helps women in Lancang vil-
lage, Indonesia.
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IOM markets boost local economy.



IOM International
Organization for Migration

Headquarters
17 route des Morillons

CP 71 CH 1211 Geneva
19

Switzerland

Tel: +41.22.717 9111
Fax: +41.22.798 61 50

Email: hq@iom.int
www.iom.int

SHELTER
American Red Cross Funds $20 Million for IOM Shelter Construction
IOM’s Regional Representative in Washington, Frances Sullivan and Marsha J. Evans,
President and CEO of the American Red Cross, signed an agreement on 25 August that
will provide IOM with US$20 million to build 5,000 transitional housing units in Aceh
Province, Indonesia. The IOM-built housing units of Indonesian design are produced from
local materials and built by local labourers (80 percent of those employed were affected by
the tsunami).  The units have a capacity to house up to seven persons and are prepared
for water, electricity and sanitary facilities.  The design is earthquake resistant.  Each unit
is designed to provide temporary shelter for two years and can be easily adapted for use
as clinics or schools. 

HEALTH SERVICES 

On 24 August, 17 Acehnese health professionals attended an IOM training session on out-
patient management of infections of the upper- and lower respiratory tracts and the use of
antibiotics.  Participants in the workshop, part of IOM’s long-term community health revital-
ization program, included doctors, nurses, midwives and local government officials, repre-

senting district health centers (puskesmas) in Meuraboh,
Layung, Drein Rampak, Padang Panyang, as well as the
Aceh Barat and Nagan Raya district health offices. 

This one-day training was designed to provide a better
understanding on the correct use of antibiotics for com-
mon respiratory illnesses and the importance of proper
health education for puskesmas patients. IOM is current-
ly committed to rebuild the puskesmas in five sub-dis-
tricts in Aceh Barat and Nagan Raya. 

Clinic Construction Progresses on West Coast  
Some 25 IOM satellite health clinics are now under con-
struction, following the opening of two clinics in Aceh
Besar in May and a further nine in Bireuen earlier this
month.  IOM plans to complete 51 of the clinics, which
are equipped by the NGO AmeriCares and staffed by the
Provincial Health Office. They will eventually provide pri-

mary health care to at least 64,000 tsunami-affected people currently living in government
barracks around the province.

TRANSPORT 

IOM provided 54 trucks to deliver 15,500 sacks of rice (320 MT) to Nias for its partner NGO
Yayasan Kasih Peduli Masyarakat Indonesia (YKPMI) last week. IOM has so far transport-
ed a total of 81,975 sacks of rice (1,649.5 MT), out of YKPMI’s total allocation of 6,000 tons
for Nias.  IOM’s delivery of 2,700 tons of YKPMI rice to Banda Aceh is now nearing com-
pletion.  In the past four months IOM has cleared 1,229 shipping containers from Belawan
port (Medan) on behalf of the Indonesian government, private companies, and internation-
al and national NGOs. 
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IOM satellite health clinic under construction on the west
coast.
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FUNDS RECEIVED
To date, IOM has received generous contributions for its Indonesia Emergency Response for
Aceh Program from the following countries: Australia, Canada, China, Germany, Italy, Japan,
South Korea, Netherlands, New Zealand, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Sweden, Switzerland,
United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom and United States, in addition to private contributions.
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Sri Lanka

SHELTER

With funding from Japan, the European Commission Humanitarian Aid Office (ECHO),
Greece, and China, IOM has now completed transitional homes for 3,447 families in seven
tsunami-affected districts of Sri Lanka.  

On some housing sites, IOM provides toilets, showers
and other water and sanitation services, while on other
occasions it is done through cooperation with other
agencies in the districts. In addition, IOM has provided
communal centers, pre-schools, playgrounds, health
centers, tea houses and other recreational facilities at
transitional housing sites to help ensure that living envi-
ronments support the physical and mental welfare of the
residents.  

At present, land has been allocated for IOM to build a
total of 4,277 transitional houses in Sri Lanka. In the past
two weeks, IOM's Chief of Mission, Mary Sheehan, offi-
cially handed over transitional houses to 584 tsunami-

affected families in Vattavan, Sallitivu and Kovilkudiyirupu in Batticaloa district. 

IOM's offices on the east coast are preparing for the upcoming monsoon season. In
Ampara district, IOM is in the process of decommissioning the remaining IOM-supported
emergency camps and moving people into transitional houses capable of withstanding the

elements. Improvements to drainage systems are ongoing at numer-
ous housing sites. 

LIVELIHOOD

In the last two weeks of August, IOM started livelihood projects with
193 tsunami-affected people in five districts. People were provided
with various tools and materials to help them regain sustainable
incomes. Assistance was provided to individuals working in a wide
range of fields, including tailors and seamstresses, mobile fish ven-
dors, poultry farmers, goat rearers and blacksmiths. 

With funding from ECHO, USAID and Greece, IOM has directly
assisted 1,423 families to rebuild their livelihoods. In addition, a con-
siderable number of tsunami-affected people are benefiting from

training programs implemented or financially supported by IOM, and through capacity
building support provided to local institutions. 

In the latter weeks of August, 40 livelihood beneficiaries in Matara district were given busi-
ness development and entrepreneurship training, as well as occupational safety training.
In Batticaloa district, 38 livelihood beneficiaries engaged in goat rearing were provided with
scientific training on all aspects of goat husbandry in order to improve their businesses. 

IOM and the Sri Lankan Dept. of Technical Education and Training, commenced 20-day
training programs to upgrade the skills of carpenters, electricians and welders in Kalutara
district.   A 20-day training course for pre-school teachers is also being conducted. Training
is organized and funded by IOM and conducted by the National Pre-School
Foundation of Kalutara. page 3

IOM hands over the 1,000th transitional shelter built in
Ampara district.
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Mobile fish vendor back at work.
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In addition, eight sewing-training centers were opened on IOM transitional housing sites in
Kalutara (7) and Colombo (1) districts. The centers were designed to develop the technical
skills of professional seamstresses and tailors, but they are also open to all residents who
wish to improve their sewing skills or use the machines for personal purposes, To date IOM
has established a total of 37 sewing centers in transitional communities in six tsunami-
affected districts. 

PSYCHOSOCIAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

IOM continues to implement psychosocial activities in tsunami-affect-
ed communities in Trincomalee, Batticaloa, Ampara, Matara, Kalutara
and Colombo districts. Community health surveillance officers contin-
ue to work in four districts. Their duties include monitoring the health
status of residents and surrounding communities, facilitating access
to health care, and organizing health-related workshops in IOM sup-
ported communities. 

Alcohol and Substance Abuse Workshop
On 16 August, 25 young people took part in a workshop on alcohol
and substance abuse held in the community centre at Soodaikudha
transitional housing site in Trincomalee district.  

Educational Games Session
On 25 August, IOM conducted an initial session of educational activ-
ities and games at the Naduthivu transitional housing site in
Trincomalee district. The session was attended by 25 children and a
pre-school teacher, and will be repeated twice a week for the next few
months. 

Mental Health Workshops
Mental health workshops were held in Batticaloa (15-17 August), Trincomalee (19 – 21
August) and Ampara (29 – 30 August) with the aim of strengthening services for tsunami
affected populations. The workshops were attended by a total of 94 participants including
IOM's community health surveillance officers, public health midwives, public health inspec-
tors, local NGO field staff and health workers from other organizations involved in support-
ing tsunami-affected communities. 

HIV/AIDS Awareness Workshops 
Three HIV/AIDS awareness workshops were held for a total of 80 UN staff in southern Sri
Lanka. The sessions, held on 25 and 26 of August in Matara, Hambantota and Galle dis-
tricts, included basic information about HIV/AIDS, prevention, care and HIV/AIDS in the
workplace. The workshops were organized by IOM under the UN strategy to prevent
HIV/AIDS in the workplace. UN agencies participating in the workshops included UNDP,
UNICEF, UNOCHA, FAO, WHO and WFP. 

COUNTER-TRAFFICKING

With a particular focus on children and young women, IOM Sri Lanka is empowering fam-
ilies and communities to prevent human trafficking in tsunami-affected areas. 

Awareness-Raising Activities
In the latter weeks of August, 1,000 packs of HIV/AIDS-messages playing cards were print-
ed in English for distribution. A total of 5,000 packs are being printed in Sinhala, of which
some 500 are currently being distributed. 
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Children enjoying an IOM playground in
Batticaloa.

©
IO

M
2
0
0
5



IOM International
Organization for Migration

Headquarters
17 route des Morillons

CP 71 CH 1211 Geneva 19
Switzerland

Tel: +41.22.717 9111
Fax: +41.22.798 61 50

Email: hq@iom.int
www.iom.int

page 5

Psychosocial Activities
One main focus of the psychosocial activity planning has been to transition from emer-
gency to a more sustainable system in which local community groups and networks (local
authorities, NGOs and key community members) will provide psychosocial assistance. To
this end, IOM is helping to create such groups at different levels and empower local struc-
tures to continue providing better psychosocial support.

The counter-trafficking project continues to fund and support nine Sewalanka psychosocial
staff persons in the tsunami-affected districts of Jaffna, Trincomalee, Batticaloa, Ampara,
Matara and Kalutara.  In Batticaloa on 22-23 August, SewaLanka staff conducted an IOM-
sponsored psychosocial awareness workshop that was attended by 40 representatives of
local NGOs. 

Livelihood
On 31 August, IOM held a workshop for 120 tsunami-affected young people residing in IOM
transitional housing. The workshop included information on vocational training, while local
business experts discussed job and career opportunities. The workshops also included
information on counter-trafficking, safe migration and HIV/AIDS. 

To date, IOM’s counter-trafficking program has provided livelihood support to some 550
households identified as single-headed or otherwise extremely vulnerable. Some families
received direct assistance, while others are supported through partnerships with local
women-focused NGOs, including the Nawimana South Rural Development Foundation in
Matara district and Pacific Asia Resource Center in Jaffna.  Assistance includes the  provi-
sion of replacement toolkits, poultry, and goats, food cultivation, processing equipment and
other income-generating assets, as well as technical and entrepreneurial training courses
to develop existing or new skills.

TRANSPORTATION

IOM maintains a vehicle fleet of 83 trucks, each with a cargo capacity of 10 metric tons,
and provides ongoing transport assistance to government agencies, IOs, NGOs and other
donors operating in tsunami-affected areas, without cost to the recipients.  In the the past
two weeks, IOM trucks were dispatched 150 times on behalf of other agencies.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Please visit our website www.iom.int for more information regarding IOM’s response to the
Asia Emergency or to make a donation: http://iomdonations.kintera.org/ 
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The IOM Tsunami Response Program in Sri Lanka has received generous contributions
from: 

The governments of China, Greece, Japan, Poland, Portugal, South Korea, the United States,
ECHO and various Private Donors. 


