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Key Messages
Price of maize remained steady in the capital, but slightly higher than last year.

Food security remains generally stable, but localised production declines could affect areas in the south that experienced a 
dry-spell in early 2011.

Despite stable supply to markets thanks to increased maize production, poorer people in southern districts face access 
difficulties.

The Government supported an estimated 1.5 million households with input subsidies for the 2010/11 season, but consumers 
are affected by re-imposition of import duties.

Background
The total population is 12.5 million with an annual the growth rate of 0%. Around 30% of the population was estimated to be 
undernourished while the proportion of HIV among adults is 14.3%.

Economic Indicators View Data

Total Population (millions) - 2010 (WB) 12.571

Population growth rate - 2010 (WB) 0%

GNI per capita, $ PPP n.a.

Population below 1$ PPP per day n.a.

Rural population - 2010 (WB) 61%

Agriculture, value added (% of GDP) - 2010 (WB) 17%

Prices

Maize prices have remained quite stable in the last few 
months, though above prices registered in 2010. In Harare 
maize was sold at 290 USD/T in August, representing a 26% 
increase from last year prices recorded for the same month. 
Compared to international prices of maize in July, maize prices 
in Harare were some 5% higher (than the prices of US Maize 
No2 Yellow (USD/T 303)).

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Food Consumption

Undernourished Population - 2006/2008(FAO) 30%

Cereal share in total dietary energy consumption - 2007 (FAO) 56%

Meat share in total dietary energy consumption - 2007 (FAO) 4%

Health Indicators

Pop. with sustainable access to improved sanitation - 2008 (WHO) 44%

Life expectancy at birth (years) both sexes - 2009 (WHO) 49

Pop. with access to improved drinking water sources - 2008 (WHO) 82%

Prevalence of HIV among adults aged >= 15 years - 2009 (WHO) 14.3%

Food Security Situation Assessment
The food security situation is generally stable thanks to good 
availability of food throughout the country. Households access 
food either from their own production or through markets. 
However, areas which experienced low production registered 
high food prices and were classified as food insecure. GIEWS 
estimates that economic constraints and reduced production in 
southern areas aggravate food insecurity despite the overall 
improvement in availability of maize and good production 
prospects. FAO Hunger map estimates high level of 
undernourishment while IFPRI GHI describes the hunger 
situation as serious. FEWSNET highlights pockets of food 
insecurity. ZimVac latest food security assessment estimated 
the food insecure population to be 1,026,000 in the 2011/12 
consumption year.

CURRENT EMERGENCY ASSESMENT
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Zimbabwe is not covered by FEWSNET. FEWSNET coverage is 
limited 14 African countries 1 Caribbean (Haiti) and 1 Central Asia 
(Afghanistan). Food security status is given for different parts of 
the country in each case.
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FAO Hunger Map classifies all countries of the world into five based on % of population 
undernourished.
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Vegetation Condition

At the middle of the dry season, normal vegetation conditions 
are observed for the major part of the country. The indicator of 
vegetation condition provided below is the absolute difference 
between the NDVI for August 2011 and the average of the last 
10 years on the agricultural zones derived from the 
GLOBCOVER 2005 database (ESA).

Source: JRC MARS – FoodSec

Crop phase in the reference period

Sowing Wheat

Growing Wheat - Sorghum

Harvesting Maize - Sorghum

Natural Disasters, Drought and Conflicts

Cereal production in Masvingo and Matabeleland South was 
severely affected by the dry spell in early 2011. A high 
proportion of households in the regions were reported to have 
limited access to food. In July the Government released 50,000 
tonnes of maize for free distribution to the poor to respond to 
hunger in drought affected areas.

Refugees and IDPs 2008 n.a. n.a.

Total in the country 3998 n.a. n.a.

Total outside the country 51639 23872 n.a.

Source: UNHCR Statistical Online Population Database, United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), Data extracted on 01/12/2010.

Food Balance Sheet

Maize output for 2011/12 is forecasted at 1.45 mlnT, about 7% 
above the 2010 output. Overall, 2011 national cereal output is 
expected at 1.7 mlnT, about 4% higher than last season’s 
output and 17% higher than the five year average production. 
Cereal imports for 2011/12 marketing year are forecasted 
almost at the same level of 2010/11 imports.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Government Policies

The Government’s input subsidy programme benefited 1.5 mln 
households. In August, import duties on maize meal and 
cooking oil were re-imposed to protect the milling industries. 
The Grain Marketing Board increased its procurement price to 
285 USD/T and procured 70,000T of maize (2011/12 marketing 
year), about 50% more than last year.

Consumer and market oriented 
measures

n.a.

Producer oriented measures Input subsidy

Trade policy measures n.a.

Safety net (increased or introduced) Food aid

Different sources

Current events to watch (Click to see the full report)

Rains Arrive, But Zimbabwe Farmers Say Seed and Fertil...
Fresh xenophobic violence in SA
Boreholes vandalized
4.9% reduction in Malaria
Food voucher scheme benefits HIV-positive people

For more information, contact: Information-for-action@fao.org
Website: www.foodsec.org
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