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 mVAM Bulletin 1: June 2016 

ZIMBABWE  

High levels of negative coping seen in eastern provinces 

METHODOLOGY 

The purpose of mVAM remote monitoring is to track the impacts of drought 
caused by El Niño on household food security nationwide, and the prices of 
major cereals in Mwenezi district, one of the districts most affected by the 
impacts of the El Niño in Zimbabwe.   

Household survey 

Household interviews were conducted nationwide using an Interactive Voice 
Response (IVR) system. In June, 1070 respondents were interviewed. Of 
these, 21 respondents were Food Security Climate Resilience Facility 
(FoodSECuRE) beneficiaries from the district of Mwenezi.  

Market survey 

A total sample of 38 traders were interviewed in 13 markets in Mwenezi 
district using live calls through operators. The survey draws respondents 
from 31 general dealers, 1 grinding mill, 2 open markets, 2 supermarkets and 
2 tuck-shops.  

KEY POINTS 
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The highest levels of negative coping were reported in 
parts of Masvingo, Mashonaland East and Manicaland 

provinces. 
 

Small variations between the prices of unrefined and 

refined maize grain were registered in Mwenezi district. 

 

Around 80 percent of respondents perceived the food 

security situation to be poor or difficult. 
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Average age of  

respondents 33 
years 

Head of household 

Female:  33% 

Male:    67% 

 

Survey language 

Shona: 88% 

English: 12%  

Gender of respondents     

Female:  44% 

Male:    56% 

Interviewed households   1070 

Household survey (nationwide) 

Market survey (Mwenezi district) 

 
Interviewed traders  38 

http://www.wfp.org/climate-change/initiatives/foodsecure
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NEGATIVE COPING LEVELS  
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Map 1: rCSI by province June 2016  

Source: mVAM June 2016 

IMPACTS OF EL NIŇO IN ZIMBABWE  

The 2015/16 rainfall season was characterized by a late start, below-normal rainfall and prolonged mid-season dry spells. This resulted in low crop production, 
with most of the southern districts experiencing crop failure. Cereal production is estimated to be around 600,000 MT, which is about 30% of the national 
requirements for human consumption only (SADC). The severity of the food security situation is aggravated by the compounded effects of two consecutive bad 
seasons: the 2014/15 crop season also resulted in low crop production due to below normal rainfall experienced in most parts of the country.  

 

mVAM June data indicates a national median reduced Coping Strategies Index* (rCSI) of 19. The highest levels of negative coping were particularly observed in 
the worst drought affected provinces of Masvingo, Mashonaland East and Manicaland (Map 1). 

Households led by women are more vulnerable than those led by men (Figure 1); in these households, the most frequently used negative coping strategies were 
limiting portion size and reducing number of meals consumed in a day. Moreover, as Figure 2 shows, households which do not have a toilet reported a higher 
level of coping than those with pit or blair latrine, flush or composting toilet. 

Figure 1: median rCSI by head of household 

Source: mVAM June 2016 

Figure 2: median rCSI by toilet type 

*The reduced coping strategies index expresses the frequency and severity of the mechanisms that households use to access food. The more negative coping 
strategies households implement, the higher the rCSI.  

Source: mVAM June 2016 
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Across Zimbabwe, around 80 percent of surveyed respondents perceived the food security situation in 
their community to be poor or difficult, with the highest proportion of responses from Masvingo (29%). On 
the contrary, only 19 percent of the respondents perceived the situation to be fair or good (Figure 5).   
 
mVAM data also shows that households who reported good or fair perceptions of the food security 
situation in their area have a low tendency to resort to negative coping strategies, while respondents who 
reported difficulties in accessing food tend to resort to negative coping strategies more frequently.  

For further information please contact: 

Website:  vam.wfp.org/sites/mvam_monitoring/  

Blog:        mVAM.org  

Toolkit:     resources.vam.wfp.org/mVAM  

Eddie Rowe eddie.rowe@wfp.org 

Arif Husain arif.husain@wfp.org 

Joao Manja joao.manja@wfp.org 

Andrew Odero  andrew.odero@wfp.org 

mVAM resources: 
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PERCEPTIONS OF FOOD SECURITY  

June results indicate that the provinces of Mashonaland West, Central and East have a slightly lower agricultural casual rate compared to the rest of the country 
(Figure 4). In Mwenezi district, there is a minimal variability in the prices of unrefined and refined maize meal; the price of 10 kg of unrefined maize meal was 
reported at $6 and the price of 10 kg of refined maize meal at $7. 

Source: mVAM, June 2016 

* Insufficient data for the provinces of Matabeleland North and South. 

FOOD PRICES IN MWENEZI DISTRICT 

Source: mVAM, June 2016 

Figure 3: Daily wage rates for agricultural casual labor  

Figure 5: Perceptions of food security   

Figure 4: Price for 10kg of  maize meal in USD, in Mwenezi district 

Source: mVAM, June 2016 

http://vam.wfp.org/sites/mvam_monitoring/
http://mvam.org
http://resources.vam.wfp.org/mVAM

