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Humanitarian Partner Presence 
 
Presence Type UN/IO INGO NNGO 
Physical  10 11 13 
Programme 5 17 13 
Source: OCHA South Darfur 3W (July 2022) 

 
 
People in need HNO 2022 
 State National 
IDPs  687,325 2.9M 
Refugees  69,617 1.2M 
Returnees  159,837 0.9M 
Vulnerable residents 786,488 9.3M 
Total  1,703,267 14.3M 
Source: 2022 HNO  

 
Area  83,500 kmP

2 
 
South Darfur in Numbers 
 
Indicator State National 
Population 2022* 3.9 million* 47.9 million* 

Under-five mortality rate (probability of dying by age 5 per 1,000 live births) 72 in 1,000 68 in 1000** 

Children who complete primary school and continue to secondary school 90.1% 90.7%** 

Percentage of literate young women (15 – 24 years) 43.9% 59.8%** 

Percentage of girls married before the age of 18 55.7% 38%** 

Chronic malnutrition (severe and moderate) prevalence among children U5  34.2% 38.2%** 

GAM (Global Acute Malnutrition) prevalence among children U5 15.9% 16.3%** 

Number of children U5 suffering from GAM*** 358,642 2.9 million*** 

Number of people projected at IPC phase 3 & 4 (June - September 2022) 862,001 11.7 million* 

Percentage of people in South Darfur with access to improved drinking water  46.6% 68%** 

 
Food Security 
 

IPC (number of people) June - September 2022  
20%  

 of locality population in IPC3 and IPC 4 
total state localities: 21 

Phase 2 Phase 3 Phase 4 
1,160,592 
in 21 localities 

647,691 
in 21 localities 

214,311 
in 21 localities 

Sources: *Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) Sudan Acute Food Insecurity Situation Overview, April 2022- February 2023; **MICS 
Facts & Figures 2014; ***2022 Sudan Humanitarian Needs Overview (HNO) 
 
Contact information:
Francis Lenoh, Head of Sub-office, Nyala, South Darfur 
Email: lenoh@un.org 

https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Sudan_AcuteFoodInsecurity_2022Apr2023Feb_report.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Sudan_2022_HNO_En.pdf
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Background 
South Darfur State is in the southwest of Sudan. It 
borders Central Darfur, North Darfur and East Darfur 
state and shares international borders with South 
Sudan and the Central African Republic. Its state capital 
is Nyala town. South Darfur is the most populous Darfur 
state. It has the highest number of people in need and 
the highest number and concentration of internally 
displaced persons (IDPs). There are 31 camps, 10 
neighbourhoods and 42 villages in the state hosting 
displaced people, according to IOM Mobility Tracking 
Round Four. 
 
Humanitarian Overview 
The economic crisis, food insecurity and conflict are the 
main drivers of humanitarian needs in South Darfur.  
 
The number of people in need has increased 
significantly from 2020. Conflict between the 
Government and armed movements, and inter-
communal violence are the main causes of 
displacement. There are about 49,800 refugees and 
asylum seekers hosted in the state (UNHCR, 31 July 
2022).  
 
Key Issues 
Humanitarian Needs 

• Nearly 1.7 million people (IDPs, returnees, 
refugees and vulnerable residents) need 
humanitarian assistance in the state, according 
to the 2022 Humanitarian Needs Overview 
(HNO). 

• About 862,000 people—20 per cent of the 
people in the state—in crisis and above levels 
of food security between June and September 
2022, according to the latest Sudan Integrated 
Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) 
analysis. 

• About 358,600 people in the state are 
malnourished (2022 HNO). This is the highest 
global acute malnutrition (GAM) level among all 
the Darfur states. 

 
Humanitarian Response 

• From January – June 2022, Humanitarian 
Response Plan (HRP) partners reached 7.1 
million people across the country with some 
form of humanitarian assistance. This is about 
65 per cent of the number of people targeted for 
assistance in the 2022 HRP.  

• In South Darfur, HRP partners provided 
humanitarian assistance to about 1 million 
people, which is 62 per cent of the people 
targeted for assistance in 2022. 

 
Humanitarian Operating Environment 

• Humanitarian access in South Darfur is 
generally conducive to the delivery of 
humanitarian assistance, with the Humanitarian 
Aid Commission (HAC) and concerned entities 
facilitating humanitarian access.  

• International humanitarian staff are required to 
obtain Travel Notification (TN) approval by 
authorities via the Humanitarian Aid 
Commission (HAC) prior to travelling beyond 
where they are based. Approval delays may 
impact program implementation. 

• International NGOs are required to sign a 
Technical Agreement (TA) for each project with 
the Government (valid for a maximum of 12 
months). Bureaucratic delays in the approval of 
TAs impede programme delivery. 

• UN advocacy for improved humanitarian 
access to Sharg Aj Jabal—a locality held by the 
Sudan Liberation Army, Abdul Wahid al-Nur 
(SLA- AW)—has seen results. I, 2010, the area 
was last accessed by UN partners, but since 
then, access has steadily improved. In 2020 
and early 2021, several needs assessments 
were conducted, and response activities 
started in certain localities.  

• As of October 2021, HAC in South Darfur has 
officially approved the area Humanitarian 
Country Team (A/HCT) request that UNHAS 
resumes air services to Gorlangbang, Tory, 
Torangtanga, Feina, and Deribat in Sharq Aj 
Jabal. 

• Due to poor road conditions, large areas in the 
state become inaccessible during the rainy 
season. Humanitarian partners mitigate this by 
prepositioning and planning interventions.  

• Insecurity continues to be a major impediment 
to humanitarian operations, especially in parts 
of Sharg Aj Jabal. The presence of SLA – AW, 
who is a non-signatory to the Juba Peace 
Agreement, and violence linked to localized 
conflicts, are some of the factors affecting 
peace and stability.  

• Criminality, banditry, and carjacking limit the 
ability of UN organizations to access remote 
areas outside Nyala without armed escorts. 
Blanket use of armed escorts for UN 
organizations is however no longer applicable 
across the state. UN Agencies can move within 
Nyala town and to and from the airport without 
armed escort. Similarly, escort restrictions have 
been eased for movement to IDP locations and 
Kass locality. 
 

Humanitarian Issues 
Floods 

• Heavy rains and flash floods have affected 
30,677 people in seven localities as of 31 
August 2022. Government authorities 
(Humanitarian Aid Commission and Ministry of 
Irrigation) and humanitarian partners report that 
525 homes have been destroyed and 5,608 
have been damaged by the rains and flooding. 
Humanitarian partners on the ground are 
carrying out inter-agency assessments to verify 
numbers and determine humanitarian needs 
and response activities.         

https://dtm.iom.int/reports/dtm-sudan-mobility-tracking-round-four
https://dtm.iom.int/reports/dtm-sudan-mobility-tracking-round-four
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/94833
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/94833
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-humanitarian-needs-overview-2022-december-2021
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-humanitarian-needs-overview-2022-december-2021
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Sudan_AcuteFoodInsecurity_2022Apr2023Feb_report.pdf
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Sudan_AcuteFoodInsecurity_2022Apr2023Feb_report.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-periodic-monitoring-report-january-june-2022
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-humanitarian-response-plan-2022-december-2021


www.unocha.org 
The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs is to mobilize and coordinate effective  

and principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors. 
 

 

Protection of civilians 
• Communities competing over natural 

resources, especially land and water during the 
harvest season, fuel tensions and clashes. To 
address such disputes, authorities continue to 
engage in peace and reconciliation initiatives 
among local tribes.  

• In January 2022, four children were killed, and 
one woman injured when unexploded ordnance 
(UXO) exploded in Sharg Aj Jabal locality. The 
National Mine Action office indicates that they 
cannot work in Sharg Aj Jabal because their 
team was subjected to security threats in the 
locality and subsequently withdrew from the 
area. The UN and humanitarian community in 
South Darfur recommend de-mining the Jabal 
Marrah area. 

Protracted IDP crisis 
• South Darfur hosts the largest protracted IDP 

population in the country, with over 687,000 
IDPs living in the state, many of whom have 
been in the camps for over a decade (2022 
HNO).  

• IDPs have not yet started to return home in 
significant numbers. The main reasons for this 
are the occupation of personal land and 
property while the IDPs were displaced in other 
areas; limited availability of basic services; and 
insecurity in some home areas.  

 
Humanitarian Funding 

• As of 31 August, the 2022 Sudan Humanitarian 
Response Plan (HRP) received US$608 
million—31 per cent of the requirement, 
according to the Financial Tracking System. 

 

 

https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/1068/summary

