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Humanitarian Country 
Team (EHCT) 
conducted a field 
mission to Metekel 
Zone, in Benishangul 
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mission met and 
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authorities as well as 
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responders. 
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assistance amongst 
others, despite ongoing 
response efforts. The 
need to increase 
resources and response 
coverage across sectors 
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EHCT mission to Metekel Zone witnessed 
humanitarian response efforts while significant 
gaps remain 
On 20 and 21 April, the 
Ethiopia Humanitarian 
Country Team (EHCT), led 
by the Resident and 
Humanitarian Coordinator 
Dr. Catherine Sozi, 
conducted a field mission to 
Metekel Zone of 
Benishangul Gumuz 
Region. The mission met 
and discussed with local 
authorities, including the 
Zonal Chief Administrator 
and the Command Post 
Coordinator, as well as with 
humanitarian partners 
working in the area, 
including local responders 
such religious leaders and a women’s association. The aim of the visit was to better 
understand the humanitarian situation and the status of the ongoing response, gain the 
communities’ perspectives and support accountability to the affected communities. The 
mission visited Pawe General Hospital, two internally displaced people’s’ (IDP) sites (Dibate 
IDP sites 01 and 02) and held focus group discussions with affected communities sheltered 
in these sites. The EHCT delegates comprised of representatives from humanitarian donors, 
NGOS and UN agencies.   
Discussions and field observations reported gaps in shelter, NFIs, food and WASH 
assistance amongst others, despite ongoing response efforts. The need to increase 
resources and response coverage across sectors was highlighted.  
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Figure 1- The EHCT mission team meets with IDP children in 
school session_Dibate IDP Site 02, Metekel Zone, BGR. 21 April 
2022 
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      HIGHLIGHTS 
 
Benishangul Gumuz 
Region has been 
experiencing violence 
since mid-2020, leading to 
the displacement of more 
than 400,000 people 
across the region. Sixty-
five per cent of the IDPs 
are in Metekel Zone (the 
epicenter of the violence), 
followed by Kamashi 
Zone, Assossa Zone and 
Mao Komo Special 
Woreda. 
 

• Humanitarian response to 
the drought-affected 
regions of Somali, 
Oromia, SNNP and 
Southwest has been 
promising, but the 
perennial issue of shortfall 
of resources to respond  
to pressing needs 
continues. As such, large 
gaps in basic supplies 
remain for affected 
populations. 
 

  

Significant damages to 
public service facilities 
such as schools, 
health centers, farmer 
training centres and 
animal health facilities 
have hindered the 
community’s access to 
life-saving services. 
Assistance provided to 
the IDPs is not uniform 
and comprehensive, 
while the temporary 
shelter materials 
provided in both IDP 
sites visited may likely 
not withstand the 
upcoming rainy season.  

Meanwhile, the Zonal Chief Administrator highlighted that returning IDPs to their respective 
homes (in woredas where the security situation allows) ahead of the next agricultural season 
is a priority. For this endeavor, damaged basic facilities need to be rehabilitated and 
returning IDPs need to be supported with resumption of their livelihoods. The mission 
committed to continue to complement the work of Government counterparts and local 
responders and advocate for more resources to scale-up the much-needed response.  

Benishangul Gumuz Region has been experiencing violence since mid-2020, leading to the 
displacement of more than 400,000 people across the region. Sixty-five per cent of the IDPs 
are in Metekel Zone (the epicenter of the violence), followed by Kamashi Zone, Assossa 
Zone and Mao Komo Special Woreda. According to latest data available for Metekel Zone, 
at least 12,000 houses, 142 schools, 107 health posts and 183 animal health posts have 
reportedly been damaged, while up to 660 water schemes (out of the 1,494 in the zone) are 
non-functional due to lack of proper maintenance and prolonged violence. There are at least 
14 humanitarian partners and 8 international partners providing assistance in Metekel Zone.  

Shortfall of resources persists to meet all 
drought-related needs across the affected 
regions 
Humanitarian response to the drought-affected regions of Somali, Oromia, SNNP and 
Southwest has been promising, but the perennial issue of shortfall of resources to respond 
to pressing needs continues. As such, large gaps in basic supplies remain for affected 
populations as the drought further progresses. Though the regions have specific 
requirements, all are united in the need for assistance across the priority areas of food, 
nutrition, WASH, health, shelter and non-food items (NFI), education, protection and 
livestock support (feed and vaccines). Thus far, response measures have targeted these 
specific areas, with water trucking and food distribution being facilitated by regional 
Governments and partners. Somali Region has experienced the greatest inflow of aid, 
though food distribution for 2.4 million people is operating at a reduced response rate due 
to resource shortages. In parallel, the region has seen almost 137,000 moderately 
malnourished children under-fives and nearly 100,000 malnourished pregnant and nursing 
mothers assisted. Through WASH partners, Somali Region has received the greatest 
assistance from water trucking to 2.6 million people out of all afflicted regions 
complementating the response from the regional government. However, 859,000 people 
remain unassisted in the area. By contrast, Oromia is under greater strain of resources with 
only 75 trucks having reached almost 770,000 people of the 2.5 million at risk. Operations 
have also included the provision of health items, with Somali, Oromia and SNNP regions 
having seen the delivery of 124 MT of medicines and medical supplies.  

IDP Site in Dibate Woreda, Metekel Zone, BGR. 21April 2022 
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      HIGHLIGHTS 
 

• Donors have pledged 
US$1.39 billion for 
humanitarian and 
development response to 
the drought ravaging the 
Horn of Africa, including 
Ethiopia during a high-
level round table in 
Geneva on 26 April. 
 

• “I can’t work, I can’t go far 
from the site, but I 
sometimes go to nearby 
forest to collect firewood 
and sell it to buy food”  

As it stands, the impact of the drought is still severe. Although rains have started in parts of 
the affected areas since mid-April, the weather forecast remains bleak. And even if rainfall 
is to break the protracted drought, assistance to the regions will still be required until 
rehabilitation efforts are seen in water sources and pasture. Gaps remain not only to fulfil 
the present humanitarian demand but also to mitigate against future deterioration of the 
situation.  
More than 8 million people are affected by the drought across the affected regions, including 
7.2 million severely food insecure. The drought has exacerbated existing fragilities by 
deepening food insecurity and malnutrition as well as straining communities resources 
heavily reliant on the outputs from livestock. Livelihoods of pastoralist and agro-pastoralist 
populations have been decimated by the death of over 1.46 million livestock, with the burden 
most heavily felt by those in the Somali Region, accounting for 67 per cent of this figure 
according to available data. Populations in Oromia, SNNP and Southwest regions have not 
been immune to the burden of such shocks, with their livelihoods particularly vulnerable to 
the decreased market value of deteriorated animals and consequently, the reduced 
nutritional sources they offer. There has been a resulting displacement of those impacted, 
with at least 286,000 people having left their homes in search of water, pasture or 
assistance. Those who cannot travel, such as the elderly or sick, have become even more 
exposed to the emergency through the compounding of intersecting vulnerabilities 
A Drought Response Plan for Ethiopia is being finalized at a cost of nearly half a billion US 
dollars to address all identified needs until June and US$480 million required for the May to 
October period.  
Meanwhile, donors have pledged US$1.39 billion for humanitarian and development 
response to the drought ravaging the Horn of Africa, including Ethiopia during a high-level 
round table in Geneva on 26 April. The event was co-hosted by the United Nations Office 
for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and the EU’s Civil Protection and 
Humanitarian Aid Operations (ECHO), and with the participation of senior representatives 
from the Governments of Somalia, Kenya and Ethiopia. EDRMC Commissioner Mitiku 
Kassa spoke on behalf of the Government of Ethiopia.  

Human story: No school, no work 
Mulu* is one of the many young men displaced by violence in 
Sirben Kebele, Metekel Zone, one year ago. He and his family 
have been living in a congested and sub-standard collective 
site before the Government moved them to the newly 
established Dibate IDP Site. Mulu is grateful to have a “roof” 
over his head but access to adequate food has been a 
challenge. “We have little food provided to us, and 
complementary food such as oil and salt is non-existent” he 
said. “I can’t work, I can’t go far from the site, but I sometimes 
go to nearby forest to collect firewood and sell it to buy food” 
he added. 

Mulu was an eighth-grade student when the violence forced 
him into displacement. With no school and no work, he spends 
his time idle in the IDP site, along with his peers. Asked what 
he wished, he said for peace and for his normal life to be 
restored. 

*name changed  
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