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Situation Update 

• Following the release of preliminary results of an inter-

agency rapid assessment led by the Zimbabwe 

Vulnerability Assessment Committee (ZimVAC), indicating 

some 2.8 million people facing food insecurity, the 

Government of Zimbabwe declared a State of Disaster on 

4 February in response to the effects of El Niño-induced 

drought on the 2015/16 rainfall season, and subsequently 

released an official appeal for humanitarian assistance 

amounting to US$1.5 billion for all sectors until Dec 2016. 

• The new projected food insecurity figure, approximates 

that at least 1 in every 3 people in the rural areas will be 

food insecure by March 2016, reflecting a 1.3 million 

people increase from the initial estimates of 1.5 million -

based on the 2015 ZimVAC Rural Livelihoods Assessment 

released in May 2015. 

• Areas in the northern parts of Manicaland, Mashonaland 

East, and Mashonaland West, as well as substantial areas 

in Matabeleland North, Midlands, Masvingo, and 

Mashonaland Central have all received less than 50 

percent of normal rainfall for this period. 

• Cumulative livestock deaths as a result of the drought are 

currently at 16,681. With decreased income opportunities 

from grain sales and casual labour, households are seen 

increasingly resorting to negative coping mechanisms 

such as sale of productive assets. 

• Global acute malnutrition levels are close to 7 percent, 

which represents the highest level recorded in 15 years.  

WFP Response 

Lean Season Assistance (LSA)  

• Funds permitting, WFP will scale up from its initial 

planned assistance to some 821,460 food-insecure people 

during the peak of the lean season between January and 
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Funding Update 

Government Humanitarian Appeal 
US$1.5 billion (February— December 2016) 

 

WFP Requirements 

Lean Season Assistance (until March 

2016) US$ 6.1 million (net funding 
requirements) 

Photo: Beneficiaries collect rations of sorghum, pulses, and 

vegetable oil at a food distribution in Hwange. WFP/Sophia Robele 

Highlights 
• The Government of Zimbabwe declared a State of 

Disaster on 4 Feb in light of El Niño induced drought  

• Preliminary results of a Rapid Assessment estimates 

increased rural food insecurity from 16 to 30 percent. 

WFP plans to scale up to meet greater needs. 

• WFP reached 431,916 people with assistance through 

January distributions. US$6.1 million is urgently 

required for assistance through March. 

• Following the revised Rapid Assessment results WFP is 

currently preparing a response plan.  
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March 2016. WFP is preparing a response plan  to 

reflect the additional needs identified by the rapid 

assessment.  

• In January, WFP assisted 431,916 beneficiaries; in

-kind distributions reached 49.5% of the LSA 

caseload; with the rest being in-kind & 

complimentary cash (38.5%) and cash only  

(12%) distributions.  

• 3,933 MT of commodities were distributed in 

January,  of this 2,245 MT were made available 

through the Joint programme with the 

Government; with cash distributions amounting to 

US$1,528,535. 

 Partnerships 

• WFP is leading the inter-agency contingency 

planning process undertaken through the 

Humanitarian Country Team’s Disaster Risk 

Management task force (DRM-TF). As part of the 

process, the DRM-TF has developed a framework 

to monitor the impact of El Nino and identified a 

set of advanced preparedness actions to be 

implemented at the Inter-Agency level. As part of 

these, the Country Office has also set up a 

Logistics Sector Working Group to improve supply 

chain coordination and ensure the rapid 

dissemination of logistics information and 

guidance. 

LSA Resourcing Update 

• An additional US$6.2 million has been availed 

towards the LSA from USAID ($5 million ) and 

WFP internal resources ($484,000). This brings 

total contributions to US$40.5 million leaving an 

unfunded gap of US$6.1 million. Some 209,000 

people continue to be at risk of starvation if 

additional funds towards the LSA are not received. 

• Current received contributions are US$23.5 million 

from USAID, US$4.25 million from the UN Central 

Emergency Response Fund, US$514,000 from the 

Government of Switzerland, up to 30,000 mt of in-

kind maize from the Government of Zimbabwe, 

and US$4.4 million from WFP’s internal resources. 

Other Programmes 

Support to Refugees  

• In January, WFP initiated cash based transfers to 

refugees from in-kind rations after comprehensive 

assessments and consultations on the 

appropriateness of this modality. 

• 7,031 refugees received their first trench of cash 

transfers in January.  

• With current funding, WFP is able to provide 

assistance to some 7,950 refugees through 

August, but still requires US$320,000. 

Health and Nutrition 

• The Health and Nutrition programme in support of 
the Ministry of  Health and Child Care,  provided 
some 8,694 malnourished people living with HIV 
and/or TB, pregnant and nursing women, and 
children under age five with Super Cereal—a corn-
soya blend fortified with vitamins and minerals—
for the treatment of moderate acute malnutrition 
at clinics in Mutasa District, Harare and Bulawayo 
Metropolitan Province.  

• The programme continues to face funding 
challenges  for the next 6 months. 

 

Food/Cash Assistance for Asset Creation 

• The 2016 cycle will start  earlier than usual, in 

April , as a result of the high food insecurity this 

year. A us$ 5 million contribution from USAID has 

made this early start possible. 

• The Asset creation caseload will expand from 10 

districts last year to 13 this year, with  an increase 

of 40,000 beneficiaries to 150,000 in 2016. This 

programme still faces a funding shortfall of us$7.7 

million 

Contacts   

• Sophia Robele—Sophia.Robele@wfp.org      

Tinashe Mubaira—Tinashe.Mubaira@wfp.org  

www.wfp.org/Countries/Zimbabwe 

WFP Operation 

 
Planned number of 

people (at peak) 

Total received 
(in US$) 

6 month Shortfall 

% (US$) 

People Reached 

(January distribution 

cycle) 

Lean Season Assistance 821,460 $40,456,120 
13% 

($6,140,275.95) 
431,916 

Productive Asset 
Creation (2016 cycle) 

150,000 $5,000,000 61% ($7,700,469) n/a 

Refugees 10,000 $543,000 71% ($320,620) 7,031 

Health and Nutrition 26,000 $400,000 50% ($407,295) 8,694  

Total 
requirements 

6 months (in 

US$) 

$46,596,398 

12,700,469 

1,863,626 

$807,295 
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Beyond its lean season response, WFP’s  

ongoing interventions in Zimbabwe include... 

Please Note; LSA figures and shortfalls are reflected up to end of March 2016, pending ZIMVAC Rapid Assessments results from April which will 

inform WFPs response plan beyond March 2016. 


