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Figures on COVID-19 in Zimbabwe, 17 July. Source MOHCC 

# of confirmed cases by province, 17 July. Source MOHCC 

Province Number of cases 

Bulawayo 446 

Harare 408 

Manicaland 37 

Mash Central 14 

Mash East 92 

Mash West 60 

Midlands 107 

Masvingo 67 

Mat North 29 

Mat South 160 

Total 1420 



Health Development Fund procures lifesaving equipment to fight COVID-19  

The Health Development Fund (HDF), managed 

by UNICEF and UNFPA with funding from the 

United Kingdom (DFID), European Union (EU) 

Sida-Sweden, Irish Aid and the Global Vaccine 

Alliance (Gavi),  procured 198 Oxygen 

Concentrators for COVID-19; and 968 Solar 

Driven Refrigerators to strengthen coverage 

and equity of immunization across the 

country. 

Cate Turton, DFID Zimbabwe Country Director said that the Health Development Fund 
donors (UK, EU, Sweden, Irish Aid and Gavi), through the UN, supported an early 
preparedness and response plan to COVID-19 and will continue to support priority  and 

effective interventions that are needed for Zimbabwe based on local and global evidence. 
“We believe this life saving equipment will help to make the greatest impact to save lives of 
the poorest and most vulnerable,” said Ms. Turton. 

WHO supports expansion of lab for COVID-19 testing 

WHO supported the expansion of laboratory testing for COVID-19 

with testing reagents for the Abbott platform. On 15 July 2020, 

WHO trained 20 staff at the National Microbiology Reference 

Laboratory and supported with verifying the Abbott reagents for 

COVID-19 testing.  

Meanwhile, WHO assisted with the development of an algorithm 
for movement of returnees from the point of entry to quarantine 

centers up to discharge.  WHO facilitated the introduction of 
electronic health records in quarantine centers in Matabeleland 
North, South and Bulawayo Provinces and conducted supervision 

in quarantine centers in Matabeleland North, South and Bulawayo Provinces, and of 
Beitbridge and Plumtree border posts. 

Peace building outreach to end child abuse, sexual, gender-based violence  

The nationwide lockdown in response to the 

outbreak of COVID 19 have contributed to a spike 

in intimate partner violence in Manicaland. It is 

against this backdrop that Innovators Against 

Gender Based Violence (IAGs) (Paul Shekede, 

Blessing Muchena, Nobuhle Mvelase, Dexter 

Chaumburuka and Chido Nyamujara) are 

implementing the Peace Begins at Home 

campaign in Manicaland.  

With support from the Women’s Action Group (WAG), the IAGs are raising awareness on 

peace-building at a community level. They are also strengthening the capacity of Community 

Based Organizations (CBOs) to design and manage GBV programmes. To date, 46 CBOs 

from Mutasa, Buhera and Chipinge have been trained and more than 110 people have 

subscribed to the Peace Begins at Home campaign.  

The initiative has also given women a voice to speak out on issues of child-pledging caused 

by poverty, girl child prostitution and how several men in Manicaland province are depriving 
their wives the right to know and use contraceptives. 

EU-IOM support repatriation of migrants  

IOM Zimbabwe facilitated the return of 27 

Ethiopian (all male) youth migrants in coordination 

with the Embassy of Ethiopia in Harare, and with 

cooperation from the Department of Immigration.  

Mario Lito Malanca, IOM Chief of Mission  

Zimbabwe  said, “considering the ongoing COVID-

19 and its impact on human mobility , assistance 

to stranded migrants regardless of their status, being smuggled or trafficked, irregular or 

regular, so long as there is an established humanitarian need and a confirmed desire to 

move, resources are needed to be mobilized to ensure the human dignity and wellbeing of 

the migrants”. The migrants were assisted jointly through the EU-IOM Joint Initiative and the 

IOM Global Humanitarian Assistance to Stranded Migrants (HASM) programme.   
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