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Panama Multi-Country Office 
Monthly Operational Update 
Regional Context 

In countries covered by Panama’s Multi-Country Office 
(MCO), people forced to flee seeking safety, better 
opportunities, and family reunification continue to be at risk 
of detention, deportation, trafficking and gender-based 
violence (GBV).  
 
In Panama, despite adverse weather conditions and heavy 
rain affecting the region, the mixed movements of people 
crossing the Darien Gap shows no sign of stopping. 
According to the National Migration Service, in June more 
than 1,000 people per day crossed the perilous jungle 
between Colombia and Panama. From January to May 
2022, almost 33,000 persons, mostly Venezuelans, have 
been registered by the Panamanian Migration Department, 
an increase of 100% compared to the same period in 2021. 
In support of the local authorities and in the framework of 
the Human Mobility Group, UNHCR and its partners 
continue to provide protection and assistance to people 
arriving at the San Vicente transit centre.  
 
The rainy season is also causing severe disruptions 
throughout the Caribbean region. Heavy rain that affected 
western and central parts of Cuba caused floods and 
considerable damage to houses and agriculture. In 
Suriname, due to the recent flooding, the government has 
asked for international assistance. In Aruba and Curacao, 
several security measures were introduced including a 
curfew, schools closed, and people were allowed to leave 
their work early in expectation of a cyclone. The storm was 
less intense than anticipated with no severe damage to the 
islands.   
 
In Belize, the government Cabinet decided that thе 
Веlіzеаn Nаtіоnаlіtу Асt, Сhарtеr 161, wіll bе аmеndеd bу 
nеw lеgіѕlаtіоn  tо іmрlеmеnt the Аmnеѕtу ѕtаrtіng іn Јulу. 
Теnѕ оf thоuѕаndѕ оf undосumеntеd іndіvіduаlѕ mау аррlу 
аnd quаlіfу fоr реrmаnеnt rеѕіdеnсу іn vаrіоuѕ саtеgоrіеѕ, 
earning the right to apply for сіtіzеnѕhір аftеr fіvе уеаrѕ. 
 
The human rights situation in Nicaragua remains of 
concern. In June, the U.N. High Commissioner for HHuman 
Rights, Michelle Bachelet, presented a report to the U.N. 
Human Rights Council on the country’s deteriorating 
human rights situation. The OHCHR High Commissioner 
also highlighted the unprecedented numbers of people 
fleeing the country. The number of refugees and asylum 
seekers from Nicaragua has doubled, reaching 180,000 in 
Costa Rica alone. 
 
In Trinidad and Tobago, the Central Bank has reported 
inflation increases in several areas including food over the 
past month. In its latest monetary  
 

announcement, it said food inflation rose to 8.7 per cent  
from 7.9 percent a month earlier. Higher prices were 
recorded in essential goods including rice, margarine, 
edible oils and meat. Food insecurity risks highlighted 
earlier this year are therefore likely to become even more 
severe for refugees and asylum-seekers in T&T, who do 
not have access to national social protection mechanisms 
and only limited access to livelihoods/work permits. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2022, UNHCR will continue to advocate for safe, regular, 
and orderly human mobility pathways to reduce the risk of 
loss of life, GBV, and other human rights abuses. MCO 
Panama requires USD 54.3M to continue to protect, 
assist, and secure solutions for refugees and asylum- 
seekers in the subregion. 

See more here on how you can support UNHCR and the 
forcibly displaced in the sub-region. 

  

1 Financial requirements for the Panama MCO in 2022 including requirements 

for the operations and activities in Aruba, Belize, Cuba, Curaçao, Guyana, 

Nicaragua, Panama, Suriname, and Trinidad and Tobago. 
2 The percentage funded is indicative. 

Regional funding Overview  
as of 28 June 2022  

$54.3 million 
UNHCR's financial 

requirements 20221 

https://www.central-bank.org.tt/sites/default/files/latest-news/monetary-policy-announcement-june-2022-20220624.pdf
https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000138771/download/?_ga=2.242069697.2132735150.1656685407-2139630168.1654610215
https://reporting.unhcr.org/document/1883
https://reporting.unhcr.org/panama-mco-funding-2022
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Protection (including community-based protection and gender-based violence) 

UNHCR’s Response:  
Updates on Country Activities 

Coordination and Strengthening of Local and National Governments 

▪ In Trinidad and Tobago, UNHCR facilitated a workshop with the T&T Police Service, Fraud Squad and Anti-
Corruption Investigations Bureau on international protection principles. Around 40 officers participated in the 
training. 

▪ In Panama, UNHCR trained 25 officers from the Naval Air Service, SENAFRONT, National Police, and Migration 
on international protection and statelessness, as part of the training cycle organized by the ICRC for security 
agencies in Panama. 

▪ In Guyana, UNHCR conducted a training on basic GBV topics, services for GBV survivors and referral pathways 
for seven UNHCR volunteers in Mabaruma. The training aimed at building the capacity of the volunteers to 
identify and refer cases in line with GBV principles and standards, and to ensure that this is done considering 
both rights-based and survivor-centered approaches.  

▪ In Cuba, UNHCR distributed ID cards to 92 refugees and asylum seekers after arriving in the country with tourist 
visas, and consequently lacking official identification documents issued by Cuban authorities.  

▪ In Belize, through partner Human Rights Commission of Belize (HRCB), in June UNHCR assisted 53 persons 

with filling out their application forms for the Amnesty. 

Durable Solutions and Livelihoods 

▪ In Belize, 18 refugees and asylum seekers participated in the UNHCR’s partner HUMANA for People 
small-business course. Upon creation and submission of their business plans they’ll receive seed 
capital which will help us to start their business.  

 

Education 

▪ In Cuba, two Spanish language courses for refugees and asylum seekers began in Havana: a basic 
level course for those who arrived in Cuba more recently, and an intermediate level course for those 
who have already been in the country for some time and wish to improve their Spanish language skills. 
Around 20 asylum seekers and refugees are attending the Spanish classes.  

UNHCR in Panama and Trinidad 
and Tobago continue to provide 
trainings and workshops to 
Government representatives on 
international protection 
principles. 

 

https://cuba.un.org/es/185119-para-no-dejar-nadie-atras-cursos-de-espanol-para-personas-refugiadas-y-solicitantes-de-asilo?fbclid=IwAR1GwGf7bly5o5yzsnarN8ZHWXhxzVneBNZlhpdcUpX85Mj4pzGmhoCLOFc
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We thank our donors for their contributions 
updated to 28 June 2022 
UNHCR is grateful for the generous and timely support provided by donors to the Coronavirus Emergency Situation globally, and in Belize, Cuba, Panama, Nicaragua, 
and Southern Caribbean countries, as well as those who have contributed to UNHCR programmes with unearmarked funding. 

 

 

                    

 

Private Donors, including Private Donors in Australia, Japan, Republic of Korea, Spain, and the United States. 

 

For more information | Philippa Candler, Representative at candler@unhcr.org | Viola Eleonora Bruttomesso, Associate Communications Officer at bruttome@unhcr.org     

For media interviews | panpamedia@unhcr.org      Follow us on Facebook | UNHCR Caribbean 

 

 

 

World Refugee Day in MCO Panama 

In Aruba, UNHCR and its partners organized the live experience "A Day in the Life of a Refugee", an opportunity for the public to 
step into the shoes of people who have been forced to flee their homes, briefly experiencing the most common problems faced by 
the most vulnerable.  
In Belize, UNHCR produced a video celebrating the hope that refugees and asylum seekers receive through the Government of 
Belize's Amnesty process, while promoting inclusion, solidarity, and empathy. 
In Curacao UNHCR and its partners organized a fair for refugees and migrants where they could learn about the humanitarian 
organizations and taste the cuisine of the different nationalities living on the island.  
In Cuba, UNHCR and MICOMPAÑÍA joined forces to help people who have been forced to flee their homes due to conflict, violence, 
and persecution through psychosocial support activities. Together with UNICEF, UNHCR organized several activities for refugee 
and Cuban children and adolescents, including a tour of a museum guided by Cuban children's heritage guides.  
In Guyana, UNHCR presented the interactive exhibition "The Journey of a Refugee", composed of six stations where visitors could 
experience the main steps of the journey people forced to flee undertake when seeking safety with a PRIMES demonstration booth 
where individuals could scan their irises and fingerprints, as well as a booth detailing UNHCR assistance and response.  
In Panama, UNHCR, together with the Ministry of Government and the Creative Space Foundation, presented the contemporary 
dance piece "Somos" (We are), at the Teatro Ateneo in the City of Knowledge. "Somos" is a call to take collective responsibility to 
protect the more than 100 million people who have been forced to flee their homes due to war, violence, and persecution.  
In Trinidad and Tobago, UNHCR launched the trailer of the short movie about The Challengers, a volleyball team composed of 
Venezuelan and Trinidadian athletes, and coached by Kanhai "Perry" Sirjoo, a veteran Trinidadian volleyball player who doesn't 
care where his players come from, as long as they have the talent and passion to play. 
 
 
 

Here you can find out more about the World Refugee Day activities in countries under MCO Panama 

Stories from the Field 
 

mailto:candler@unhcr.org
mailto:bruttome@unhcr.org
mailto:panpamedia@unhcr.org
https://www.facebook.com/UNHCRCaribbean
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UbUTpF95xWs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gy-XGKCPugo
https://www.acnur.org/noticias/press/2022/6/62b4d5734/panama-la-pieza-de-danza-contemporanea-somos-celebra-el-concepto-de-comunidad.html
https://mobile.twitter.com/UNHCRTT/status/1538953964544176128
https://www.acnur.org/dia-mundial-del-refugiado.html

