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HIGHLIGHTS:   
 MEXICO: Approximately 150,000 people have been affected by Hurricane Frank. 
 CENTRAL AMERICA: Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua and Panama affected by rains.   
 BOLIVIA:  Chile, Argentina, Venezuela and Brazil will support Bolivia to stop the wildfires. 
 COLOMBIA: Galeras Volcano is active; the Government is monitoring the situation. 
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FLOODS – HEAVY RAINS 
CARIBBEAN HURRICANE EARL: The National 

Hurricane Center is issuing advisories for Hurricane 

Earl, the third of the current Atlantic Season. 

Warnings are in effect for the Lesser Antilles, Puerto 

Rico and The Dominican Republic.  Earl is currently a 

category 3 hurricane near the island of St. Martin and 

has sustained winds of 195 km/hr. 

Source: National Hurricane Center. 

 

MEXICO HURRICANE FRANK: Hurricane Frank, the 

third hurricane in the Eastern Pacific season caused 

strong rains and floods in Mexico last week. The 

number of people affected by rains in the state of 

Tabasco increased from 66,000 to 84,000. Authorities 

in Tabasco declared a state of emergency and are 

seeking support from the Federal Government (1). In 

Veracruz 70,000 people have been affected in 50 

municipalities located in the southern part of the 

state(2). 

Source: El Universal (1). Publimetro(2). 

 

GUATEMALA RAINS: Recent rains in Guatemala 

have caused flooding in the departments of Alta 

Verapaz, Escuintla, Huehuetenango, Izabal, Jutiapa, 

Petén, Quiché, Sacatepéquez, Sololá and Zacapa. 

Some 654 homes have been damaged. At least 29 

landslides have been reported and a bridge in Izabal 

has collapsed. 

Source: Diario de Centro América. 
 
MEXICO: Hurricane Frank caused heavy rains and landslides in Tabasco and 
Veracruz. Some 150,000 people were affected by rains and flooding. Image: LA 
JORNADA© 

 

 

HONDURAS RAINS: Some 114 people have died due 

to rains that affected Honduras over the last weeks. 

At least three people remain missing and 3,400 have 

been affected. On the weekend six people died in a 

landslide in the north of Tegucigalpa (1).  Honduras is 

still on red alert and the border between Honduras 

and Guatemala is closed due to the collapse of the 
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Entre Rios Bridge over Motagua River in Guatemala 
(2). 

Source: COPECO (1). UN System (2). 

NICARAGUA RAINS: The number of people in 

emergency shelters due rains rose to 1,420 in the last 

days. Some 123 people were evacuated from the 

shores of Lake Managua. Another 73 families were 

moved to emergency shelters in Tepalón, Northwest 

of the Department of Granada, where 136 people 

were evacuated last week. According to the civil 

defence, Tepalón is the most affected area due to the 

rains, because the site is only accessible by air or 

water (1). The number of people affected in the 

country rose this weekend from 5.720 to 6.860, while 

the number of deaths remains 34 so far this year, 23 

of which occurred in August. There are 20 emergency 

shelters currently in operation (2). 

Source: La Prensa (1). Civil Defense(2). 

 

PANAMA RAINS: Recent rains have caused three 

deaths, affected nearly a thousand people, flooded 

170 homes and damaged a bridge according to official 

information. The most affected provinces are 

Veraguas, Chiriquí and Bocas del Toro. In these 

provinces, rivers have overflowed and landslides have 

occurred. Authorities forecast that rain will increase 

due to the rainy season, the La Niña phenomenon and 

climate change.   

Source: National Civil Protection System. 

 

GUATEMALA TROPICAL STORM AGATHA: OXFAM 

operations in Guatemala will close in early September. 

Sanitation campaigns have been organized and are 

underway with the distribution of calendars and 

stickers to promote health and cleanliness. Oxfam 

have held promotion trainings for 4,900 people. Some 

132 families received kitchen kits and some 90o have 

benefited from the distribution of water filters.  

Source: OXFAM. 

 

WILD FIRE  

BOLIVIA: Authorities from Brazil, Chile, Venezuela 

and Argentina are enlisting help to fight fires that 

have already affected more than 35,000 hectares of 

the Bolivian territory. According to the Bolivian forest 

and land authority, Bolivia has 34,300 sources of heat 

that have affected 109 municipalities of the country’s 

337. 76 percent of national airports are close due to 

smoke caused by fires. Santa Cruz is the most 

affected department. The local government of this 

department is pushing for a national emergency 

declaration. National authorities are predicting that 

fires could increase in September and extended until 

October. 

Source: Government of Bolivia. 

 

VOLCANO 

COLOMBIA GALERAS: The Galeras volcano 

increased its activity last week. Authorities declared a 

red alert after its eruption and localized seismic 

activity and the eruption did not affect people and not 

caused damage to the environment Galeras is 

currently on orange alert, which means a new 

eruption is likely to occur in days or weeks. The 

Colombian Government is calling for the nearby 

population to evacuate.  Volcanic activity has 

decreased.  Galeras is one of the largest active 

volcanoes in Colombia and is located 700 km 

southwest of Bogotá and in recent years has had 

dozens of eruptions, most recently last January. 

Source: INGEOMINAS. 

 

DROUGHT AND FOOD INSEQURITY 
HONDURAS: Honduran authorities approved a 

declaration placing food security and nutrition as a 

national priority. This Declaration enables the 

establishment of the Technical food safety and 

nutrition Committee and the Technical inter-agency 

food safety and nutrition Committee as part of the 

policy the Government is implementing in this area. 

Source: Honduras Government. 


