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1. Introduction 
UNOCHA proposed to UN agencies and NGOs operating in South Darfur to conduct a joint 
assessment in Yassin and Seleah after having received reports that spontaneous returns, 
encouraged by local tribal reconciliation processes, were taking place in these areas. 

This inter-agency assessment complements several other field assessments that have been 
conducted by Samaritan’s Purse and Merlin in Yassin since February and March 2005, an OCHA/ 
UNDSS/Merlin rapid assessment conducted in Marla, Sania Fandu and Yassin on 16 March and an 
OCHA/WFP/IOM field assessment conducted in Assalaya and Maalia (Ed Daein Locality) on 26 
March. 

The main objectives of this inter-agency assessment were to 1. confirm information already available 
on returns and better understand return trends, 2. gather complementary information on local 
reconciliation processes, 3. assess conditions of returns and humanitarian needs, 4. draw 
humanitarian community’s attention on Yassin and Seleah areas. 

2. Participants 
UNOCHA: Cedric Petit Hum. Affairs Officer 
 Edem Wosornu Protection Officer 
 Idriss Yousif Field Coordinator 

IOM: Joyce Mutiso VMU/MCM Officer 
 Al Sayed Abdallah VMU/MCM Assistant Officer 

WFP: Michel Denis Assessment Officer 
 Richard Girmaya  

UNICEF: Clement Chibewe WES Officer 

Samaritan’s Purse: Andy Shaver Program Coordinator 
(SPIR) Yousif Bilel  

Merlin: Carlos Diaz Garcia Program Coordinator 

SUDO: Mohamed … Watsan technician 

USAID: Karri A. Goldner Senior Program Officer 

HAC: Mohamed Farah Mohamed HAC Commissioner Sheriah 

3. Assessment Methodology 
The assessment was conducted through group or bilateral interviews with key informants (traditional 
and administrative leaders), women, herders, water technicians and randomly selected individuals.  

Upon arrival in Yassin and Seleah, the team was introduced to the local traditional leaders and a 
short discussion allowed to introduce the team and mission purposes to the population. Because of 
the collapse of social services in these areas local sector experts were generally not available to 
support the assessment team. The team then divided in different groups focusing on return issues, 
reconciliation and security, water, food security and livelihood. 

Discussions on returns that were held with the Seleah tribal leaders and population were made in 
presence of a large number of military personnel.  

4. Trip itinerary 
The assessment was conducted on 24 May 2005. As Yassin and Seleah were “no-go” locations by 
road for UN agencies transport was provided by UNHAS (1 MI-8 helicopter). The team first moved to 
Yassin (3 hours on ground) then Seleah (2 hours on ground) before flying back to Nyala. GPS 
coordinates for these two locations are: Yassin N 11°32.446' E 025°33.587', Seleah N 11°40.413'    
E 025°42.208'. 
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5. Key Findings 
- Most of the villages located in the eastern part of the Yassin administrative unit have been directly 

affected by the last conflict. Systematic attacks led by Arab militias in July-August 2004 led to 
these villages being completely deserted at the end of August 2004. 

- After having fled to Gereida, Sania Fandu, Muhajiriya, Nyala or to surrounding forests and wadis, 
IDPs from Yassin and Seleah started returning back to their areas of origin at the end of 2004. 
Returns have been continuous since then. 

- Local traditional leaders estimate that about 10.000 persons are now living in or around Yassin 
(2.500 to 5.000 in Yassin, 3.000 in Umm Boim, others scattered around Yassin). 6.250 persons 
are reported living in and around Seleah. Population estimates could not be confirmed by the 
mission members. 

- Returns to Yassin and Seleah appear to have been spontaneous and there was no evidence of 
involuntary return. Returnees generally did not report having been contacted by Government 
officials prior to returning to their villages of origin (refer to Annex 2, IOM note on returns of IDPs 
to Yassin). 

- Returns to Um Boim (3.000 persons, not confirmed) were said to have been encouraged and 
supported by local authorities and/or the Committee of Voluntary Return. 

- Reconciliation talks between Birgits and Rezeigats traditional leaders have been initiated by South 
Darfur authorities in September 2004 and have been ongoing at local level since then. 
Agreements regarding peaceful cohabitation, protection of cattle, free movement of persons and 
cattle and return of Birgit populations in specific villages have been recently reached at local level. 
The mission has however been unable to verify the legitimacy of these talks and will require 
UNMIS to further investigate on this matter. 

- All returnees seem to be willing to cultivate, partly to produce minimum food supplies for 2005-
2006 but also to ensure that they will not lose their rights on the lands they were previously 
exploiting. 

- Despite the recent involvement of several NGOs in Yassin (Samaritan’s Purse, Merlin) and 
Seleah (SPCR), humanitarian assistance has been non-existent or very limited until now in these 
two areas. First food distributions should be organized in Yassin on 26 May. Water is available in 
limited quantities and needs to be paid for in Yassin and Seleah. Education services, permanent 
medical structures are inexistent. 

- Lack of humanitarian assistance in Yassin and Seleah seem to have been the main constraint 
preventing IDPs quick return. Returnees in Yassin and Seleah and IDPs Sheikhs living in Nyala 
camps generally declared that large number of people would come back to Yassin and Seleah if 
food, free water and seeds are made available in these two locations. 

- Security remains a primary concern in some specific villages, but even in these cases IDPs are 
ready to return to be able to cultivate and thus prevent their land from being occupied by others. 

- With the deployment of military units in Yassin and Seleah, the security environment has 
improved since August 2004, however Yassin returnees still report high levels of banditry on the 
main road leading to Nyala and Ed Daein. Furthermore the mission understood from individual 
interviews that Yassin returnees still consider insecure areas located close to Rezeigat areas. 

- Even if reconciliation talks have included arrangements allowing free movement of livestock 
during the next migration (June-August), the forthcoming movement of cattle East and South-
West of Yassin may again contribute to raising tensions between farmers (mainly Birgits 
returnees) and herders (mainly Rezeigats nomads). 

- In case cattle migration is not allowed through rebel-held areas around Kaladju/Muhajiriya and 
Abu Sufian/Haskanita, a very important number of animals will remain blocked in the Maalia-
Assalaya area East of Yassin and Seleah. Because of lack of land and resources, such a situation 
could compromise reconciliation initiatives and would negatively impact on returnee’s safety in 
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Yassin and Seleah. Sedentary and semi-sedentary Rezeigat populations living in Maalia/Assalaya 
may also be directly affected. 

6. Return Patterns and Environment 
• Social environment 

Yassin and Seleah populations are mainly composed of Birgits. Other tribes that are usually living in 
Yassin are Mima, Tama and Gimir. As the land is traditionally owned by Birgits, all populations are 
living under the traditional leadership of Birgits Umdas. 

The Yassin administrative unit is bordered to the East by the Assalaya and Wazazin administrative 
units that are mainly inhabited by Rezeigats (Arabs). Some villages located at the periphery of these 
administrative units had mixed populations before the last crisis. 

Yassin was controlled by rebel forces (SLA) before the July 2004. All villages located around Yassin 
and Seleah were systematically attacked by Arab militias, mainly coming from Rezeigat areas, in 
July and August 2004, forcing all inhabitants to move out of their villages. The last family left Yassin 
at the end of August. 

The main destinations of Yassin populations were Gereida, Sania Fandu, Muhajiriya and Nyala 
(mainly Dereig and Kalma 4 and 7). Seleah populations mainly moved to Muhajiriya and Nyala 
camps (mainly Kalma 1, 3 and 7). A lot of people, including the Yassin Umda, fled to surrounding 
forests and remained there until they came back to Yassin or Seleah.  

Reconciliation talks between the two tribes were initiated by the South Darfur Governor in 
September-October 2004. A first meeting of tribal leaders was called by the Governor and took place 
in Nyala in October 2004. At local level a first meeting between Rezeigat and Birgits traditional 
leaders was organized in Yassin on 10 November 2004, with the active support of the South Darfur 
authorities (GoS soldiers escorted Rezeigats leaders from Assalaya to Yassin). 

Discussions have been ongoing since the end of 2004. First agreements were aimed at reducing 
tensions by limiting contacts between Rezeigats and Birgits and preventing them from moving in the 
other tribe’s “territory”. Further agreements allowed to resume commercial traffic and individual 
movements between the two sides, and progressively extended to preventing cattle stealing, 
defining peaceful conflict resolution mechanisms and allowing free migration of cattle around Yassin. 

Last discussions took place in Yassin (1st May) and in Ed Daein (22 May). Discussions in Ed Daein 
were held under the patronage of the Ed Daein Locality Commissioner who however did not attend 
the talks. The discussions resulted in the signing of a formal agreement that was mainly aimed at 
enabling Birgit populations to come back and re-settle in Kelekil Muju and Umm El Khairat. 
Signatories of this agreement were 7 Birgits Umdas/Sheiks and 3 Rezeigats Umdas (refer to    
Annex 3: draft translation of the agreement between Birgit and Rezeigat leaders). 

In Seleah, reconciliation talks between Birgits and Rezeigats started only recently (beginning of May 
2005), after an Umda was appointed for Seleah. This Umda was in Ed Daein at the time of the visit.  

• Patterns of return 

Yassin 

Population started coming back in Yassin in November-December 2004 (Yassin Umda returned to 
Yassin from surrounding forests on 9 November). Returns started after the population learned that 
fighting had stopped and that GoS army elements had been deployed in Yassin to secure the area. 
Women interviewed separately declared that the IDPs living in the surrounding forests and wadis 
had decided to return when their water resources got depleted. 

Since the end of 2004 returns have been continuous, movement ranging from 0 to 10 families per 
day. 

All returnees now living in Yassin, Um Boim and in farms around Yassin are said to be coming from 
the Yassin AU. It is believed that 80% of the people now living in Yassin itself are in fact coming from 
surrounding villages that still remain empty. 
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The Yassin Umda declared that 10.000 persons had returned to and around Yassin since the end of 
2004, but that only 5.000 had been able to stay because of the lack of food and the high price of 
sorghum. The others moved back to the areas where they were displaced. 

People are mainly coming back from surrounding areas, Gereida (where most of the IDPs come 
from Yassin) and Sania Fandu. Individual interviews indicate that the people who are now living in 
Yassin had been able to keep some of their resources during the crisis, allowing them to resettle 
even in the absence of any humanitarian assistance. Most of the people living in Yassin are now 
owning cattle or doing petty trade on the market. All returnees were declaring that they would start 
cultivating and preparing their farms for the rainy season. 

Because they lost most of their assets, IDPs living in Nyala camps have generally decided not to 
return. In these cases and if no external assistance is provided in Yassin, it is most probable that 
returns will at best be limited to heads of family and male adults who will come back to cultivate, 
while families will remain in camps in 2005-2006. All returnees declared that IDPs would come back 
if food was provided in Yassin. 

In Yassin, returns that already took place appear to be spontaneous and not enticed. In one case the 
Government is said to have provided transport to IDP families from Gereida. Returns to Um Boim 
(3.000 persons, to be confirmed) are said to have been supported by the Government. Other families 
generally came back on donkey. Some returnees from Kalma came on commercial trucks and 
buses. 

Returnees in Yassin declared that they had not been approached by the Committee for Voluntary 
Return (CVR) before coming back to Yassin. OCHA and IOM however learned after the mission that 
the CVR and Sheriah authorities were now encouraging IDPs in Nyala and Gereida to return to 
Yassin. In this regard, a meeting with Yassin sheiks from Kalma, Otash and Sereif camps was 
organised on 26 May in the office of the Nyala Locality in Nyala, OCHA an IOM attending as 
observers. 

This meeting confirmed information that had been gathered during the mission: Yassin Sheikhs cited 
lack of food, insufficient access to (free) water, lack of seeds as the main constraints preventing 
IDPs to leave the camps and return back to their places of origin, except for some villages where 
security still remains the primary concern (Hejalej, Malwi, Esharaya, Umm el Khairat, Kelekil Muju). 
Even in these cases, Yassin sheikhs declared the IDPs would be trying to go back to cultivate and 
prevent their land from being occupied by other tribes. 

The Yassin Umda was in Kalma at the beginning of April 2005 and informed the population about the 
situation in Yassin, without encouraging them to return. He also moved to Gereida to ask people to 
return. He declared to the mission that he would soon travel to Kalma to get the lists of people willing 
to return and hand them over to IOM. 

Seleah 

Populations started coming back to Seleah on 27 September 2004, after having learned from the 
media that the army had deployed in the village and that the area was secure. The firsts to move 
back were traditional leaders who later encouraged their people to follow. The first returnees moved 
back to their villages to try to collect some of their harvest. As in Yassin, several groups came out 
from the forests and wadis when water became scarce. 

The first groups who arrived were heads of families alone. Whole families started coming back after 
the call of their traditional leaders. 

Returns have been continuous since that date. Most of the returnees (3.000?) are said to have come 
back from Muhajiriya camps on donkey carts, returns being almost daily. Seleah Sheikhs declared 
that only a limited number (less than 20%) of IDPs who had fled to Muhajiriya have already come 
back. A lot of IDPs from Muhajiriya came after having heard that food distributions would be 
organised in Seleah. Some of them went back to Muhajiriya because they did not receive any ration 
card. 

Because Seleah is isolated and far from main road axis, returnees from Nyala come by train every 
two weeks. 
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Most of the returnees from Umm El Khairat (north of the railway) are said to be living in Seleah. 
Some returnees are also said to have moved back to surrounding villages such as Umm Karasha, 
Baraka, Geweriu, Umm Naghaba, Umm Bahin and Abu Khasin. 

Returnees that were displaced in Muhajiriya are still moving back to this village during food 
distributions to get food from Solidarites. Muhajiriya is 7 hours walk from Seleah. 

• Population estimates 

Yassin 

According to Yassin residentsm, population in Yassin village before the crisis was about 15.000 
persons. The main villages around Yassin are Umm Tirtir, Umm Nabbah, Kelekil Muju, Folongo, 
Mazroba, Esheraya, Hejalej, Malwi, Kasib, Rijella, Shurung and Umm El Khairat. 

SPIR registered 2.132 persons / 657 households in Yassin on 7 May. The registration only covered 
families that were living in the village itself and not populations that were living in surrounding 
villages or around in the bush. SPCR registered 750 persons in Kasib on 16 May. 

IDPs declared that about 10.000 persons had already returned in Yassin since the end of 2004, but 
that only 5.000 had stayed in the area because of the lack of basic services and food. Some 
returnees that were interviewed separately declared that the population living in Yassin was about 
500 families. Out of these 500 families, between 50 to 100 are originally from Yassin itself, the others 
coming from other villages of the Yassin administrative unit. 

Following this short assessment mission it is believed that the actual number of persons living in 
Yassin village is certainly over 2.500 persons but cannot exceed 5.000. 

The number of persons living around Yassin in farms or in other villages cannot be easily estimated. 
It has been reported that a total of 10.000 persons were living in and around Yassin but these figures 
could not be confirmed by the mission. 

Yassin traditional leaders declared that 3.000 IDPs had come back from Gereida to Um Boim, with in 
some case Government support. Another assessment should be conducted in the area in order to 
confirm this information. 

Seleah 

Villages around Seleah had a population of 22.000 before the conflict. Returnees declared that there 
were 72 villages in the area, the main ones being Seleah, Umm El Khairat (north of the railway) and 
Baraka. 

SPCR registered 2.216 persons in Seleah on 16 May. 

Seleah Sheikhs said that they formed a committee to register returnees on 17 December 2004. This 
committee allegedly registered 6.250 returnees in and around Seleah and 4.000 in Baraka.  

Population living in Seleah (market and railway station) at the time of the visit was very few and it 
appeared very unlikely that more than 1.000 persons were living in Seleah itself (market and railway 
station). If figures provided by the Sheikhs are correct, most of the returnees should be living 
scattered in farms or small villages around Seleah. 

• Livestock migration 

Yassin is located close to two main migration routes, passing East and West from Yassin and mainly 
used by Rezeigat tribesmen.  

- El Waaga Route, originating in Bahr el Ghazal and passing between Yassin and Assalaya, close 
to Al Jabbor, Waggaa, Umm Nabbah, Tortaan then north through SLA controlled areas east of 
Muhajiriya (Kaladju and Abu Sufyan). 

- El Totah Route, originating around Gereida and Buram, passing far west from Yassin up to 
Sania Fandu, crossing the railroad north of Sania Fandu in Tortoran, then moving north to 
eastern Manawashi. 
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Returnees in Seleah explained that their village was not located close to any main migration route. It 
however appears that the El Waaga Route is passing about 20km east of Seleah 

Discussions with traditional leaders in Yassin indicate that there is a general acceptance of the 
layout of the migration routes, these routes having been officially drawn in 1989. The Government’s 
plan to extend the section of these routes from 75m to 150m, about which traditional leaders had 
some information, is also not perceived as a major issue. The actual involvement of Birgit traditional 
leaders to this process has however not been fully assessed. 

Concerns were however raised regarding the possible blockade of the El Waaga Route, in case 
SLA, GoS and traditional leaders do not reach an agreement regarding the transit of cattle through 
SLA controlled-areas. In such a case, traditional leaders in Yassin do think that tensions will rise in 
the areas around Maalia and Assalaya, possibly escalating in small-scale conflict that could directly 
affect Yassin inhabitants and compromise returns. 

• Security environment 

Yassin and Seleah are not accessible by land for UN agencies. Yassin is located on the Nyala–Ed 
Daein road that passes through Assalaya and Sania Fandu. Numerous incidents have been reported 
on this road during the last months, including the killing of 2 WFP drivers west of Assalaya and Ed 
Daein on 8 May 2005. WFP and commercial trucks are ambushed on a nearly daily basis between 
Yassin and Sania Fandu or Yassin and Assalaya. 

Yassin is used as a reference by AU to delimitate Sectors 8 (Ed Daein) and 2 (Nyala). AU patrols are 
regularly reaching Yassin, Seleah and Sania Fandu from Ed Daein (maximum 2 days between each 
patrol).  

According to Yassin returnees, security threats in and around Yassin have evolved in the last 
months: attacks on villages or isolated civilians have stopped whereas banditry on main road axis 
and raids on cattle have become recurrent. Generalized banditry is now the main concern of Yassin 
residents. 

Even if reconciliation talks have been ongoing since October 2004 and despite recent inter-tribal 
agreements, some individuals we have been interviewing were not fully confident in the process and 
still believed that these talks were mainly propaganda for media. For this reason, Yassin returnees 
still consider areas located East and South of Yassin (i.e. towards Rezeigat areas) still insecure and 
not adequate for farming. 

Because of the strategic location of the two villages (on two main road and rail axis, bordering rebel-
controlled areas), strong GoS military presence was observed in Yassin and Seleah. In Yassin, a 
military camp is located in the immediate periphery of the village and a lot of soldiers could be seen 
in the market. In Seleah, a military camp is located in the centre of the village, 100m from the market 
and the water yard. Because of the relative absence of civilians military presence is highly visible in 
the village. 

Generally the Yassin returnees appreciate the presence of the army in Yassin. One incident (alleged 
attempt of rape) was however reported to missions members. Women interviewed in Yassin 
declared that they could access their farms, located 1 hour 30mn walk from Yassin, even if not 
escorted by men. 

Returnees in Seleah complained about the relative insecurity around Seleah and explained to the 
mission that rebel elements were sometimes kidnapping civilians. This information that was provided 
to the mission in the presence of military elements could however not be confirmed. 

Even if reconciliation talks have included arrangements allowing free movement of cattle during the 
next migration (June-August), the forthcoming movement of cattle East and South-West of Yassin 
may again contribute to raising tensions between farmers (mainly Birgits returnees) and herders 
(mainly Rezeigats nomads). 

In case cattle migration is not allowed through rebel-held areas around Kaladju/Muhajiriya and Abu 
Sufian/Haskanita, a very important number of animals will remain blocked in the Maalia-Assalaya 
area East of Yassin and Seleah. Because of lack of land and resources, such a situation could 
compromise reconciliation initiatives and would negatively impact on returnee’s safety in Yassin and 
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Seleah. Sedentary and semi-sedentary Rezeigat populations living in Maalia/Assalaya may also be 
directly affected. 

7. Sector Findings 
• Food 

Yassin and Seleah returnees have been supported only recently by humanitarian agencies. Most of 
them had never received any assistance in food at the time of the visit. 

In February 2005, Samaritan’s Purse, HAC and SPCR went to Yassin and Seleah to conduct food 
needs assessment. SP subsequently entered dialogue with HAC and SPCR regarding which 
organization would provide assistance to the area. After some deliberation it was determined that 
SPCR would provide assistance for Seleah (and surrounding communities north of the railroad 
tracks) and SPIR the Yassin area.   

The registration in Yassin was planned for mid-April 2005, but was not completed until 7 May 2005 
(due to SPIR temporary restriction of movement).  Registration totalled 2.132 individuals and 657 
households.  

The GFD in Yassin was completed on 26 May 2005. SPIR food monitors observed a number of 
individuals complaining that they had returned to Yassin after the 7 May registration and were in 
need of assistance.  A re-registration will take place to include new returnees. 

Returnees in Umm Boim are said to have received no assistance and have not been registered by 
any WFP’ CP. 

Seleah returnees were said to have received food only twice. A food distribution was said to have 
been organised in Seleah on 23 May, it is however still unclear if this food distribution was conducted 
by SPCR. According to Seleah Sheiks, only 30% of the population has been registered. However 
Seleah Sheikhs clearly explained that all the returnees coming from Muhajiriya move back to this 
village during GFD and continue to receive food from Solidarites. 

• Water and Sanitation 

Yassin 

Population living in Yassin and surrounding areas and relying on the Yassin borehole has been 
estimated to about 6.500 people, more returnees being expected. Yassin returnees declared that the 
community has about 8.000 cattle, 4.000 goats and 2.000 donkeys (unconfirmed). 

The only water sources for Yassin are two boreholes of which one is currently working equipped with 
a submersible pump and powered by a generator. It is alleged that the generator on the other 
borehole was taken by the Government to assist water supply to Seleah community which had its 
water scheme completely destroyed during an attack by militias. 

The water distribution line is in good condition for both boreholes. There is only one working elevated 
steel tank of 52.650 litres capacity which is feed by a 3” GI pipe. According to the pump attendant, 
the tank is filled thrice a day to try to meet the demand of both people and animals. No chlorine is 
added to the water. The water from the tank flows into 4x1.000 litres steel troughs where people 
draw their water for various uses including drinking. Both people and animals drink water from the 
same source (trough). The area for watering animals is separated from the area for human water 
collection, but there is still evidence that a strict animal/human separation was not being made, 
thereby creating the opportunity for water-borne diseases to be passed. Stagnant water and animal 
faeces could be seen around the water points. 

The main water point in Yassin was visited at about 10.00 and at that time was very busy with 
animals and people.  Around 20-30 people were collecting water, primarily women and girls, 
sometimes accompanied by a male member of the family. Water was provided from 50 gallon drums 
on horse carts that were then poured into a communal trough. Women stood in mud covering their 
ankles as they collected water and very little care was taken to fill jerrycans in a way that would 
discourage contamination. NFI distributions were one of the requests made by women at the water 
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point, pointing to their jerrycans that were in poor condition and/or had been repaired several times. 
Several women reported that they had to walk 2½ hours to reach the water point.  

The approximate total water demand by both people and animals in litres per day is 377.500 
(6.500*15 + 8.000*30 + 4.000*5 + 2.000*10). The approximate total water demand for people is 
97.500 litres per day while that of animals is 280.000 litres per day.  The water demand is almost 3 
times higher than the water supplied. People and animals are charged for water use and the money 
collected goes to the government which runs the scheme. The price paid for water was 50 SD for 
four jerrycans and one donkey. 

Other water sources around Yassin (ponds, artificial pools) were already depleted at the time of the 
visit. The closest functioning borehole is located in Seleah, about 4 hours walk from Yassin. There 
are other boreholes in Kelekil Muzu, Esheraya and Umm El Khairat (south of Yassin) but all were 
reportedly non-functional at the time of the visit. 

The CVR in Nyala and the Sheriah Commissioner declared that the Government was about to 
provide equipments to repair two boreholes in the Yassin administrative unit. Details of the 
Government plan are not known. 

Seleah 

Seleah has a population of approximately 6.250 people, with more returnees expected. Seleah 
Returnees declared that the community has about 2.000 cattle, 2.000 goats and 2.000 donkeys 
(unconfirmed). 

The water source for Seleah is a borehole equipped with a submersible pump and powered by a 
generator. It is alleged that the generator on this borehole was taken by the government from Yassin 
which had its water scheme completely destroyed during an attack by militias. The water distribution 
line to the elevated 52.650 litres steel tank is in good condition. The tank leaks due to holes that 
have been pierced by bullets fired by militias. According to the pump attendant, the leakages have 
resulted in the tank taking at least 7 hours to fill. Pumping is done twice a day. 

The borehole yield is also very poor because the water level quickly goes below the pump intake. 
The tank is feed by a 3” GI pipe from the pump and discharges through a 2” GI pipe into 4x1.000 
litres troughs. Water is rationed to at least satisfy both people and animals. People draw water in the 
morning while animals are fed in the afternoon; this helps the borehole to recharge. Both people and 
animals drink water from the same source (trough). There is a fence made of shrub around the 2 
water points, animals are let inside to drink water in the same trough as people. Stagnant water and 
animal faeces can be seen around the water point. No chlorine is added to the water. 

The approximate total water demand for both people and animals in litres per day is 183,750 
(6,250*15 + 2,000*30 + 2,000*5 + 2,000*10). The approximate total water demand for people is 
93,750 litres per day while that of animals 90,000 litres per day.  The water demand is more than 2 
times higher than the water supply. The leaking of the tank has resulted in fewer water supplies. 
People and animals are charged for water use and the money collected is goes to government who 
runs the scheme. 

NCA/Act/Caritas has provided equipments (generator, new submersible pump, cement, iron sheets, 
pipe…) to SUDO to rehabilitate the existing borehole. These equipments were delivered to Seleah 
on 7 May and as no SUDO or DWC personel were there to collect them were received and kept by 
the GoS army until 27 May.    

Sanitation 

There was no single latrine or refuse pit observed in Yassin and only 2 traditional latrines in Seleah. 
People interviewed said that they use the bush to help themselves. Faeces of both animals and 
children could be seen littered throughout the surrounding area. There were no faecal and solid 
waste disposal facilities. 

Both personal and environmental hygiene was lacking in the community. From the people 
interviewed, it was observed that washing hands at critical times is non-existent, proper water 
collection and handling is not there. The people interviewed were not aware of diseases related to 
both water and lack of proper hygiene. 
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The community is willing to contribute towards construction of sanitary facilities by providing labour 
and local materials. 

• Health 

Health facilities in Yassin and Seleah were said to be functioning and supported by the MoH before 
the crisis (to be confirmed). Medical personnel left the area because of the conflict and have not yet 
come back. In Yassin the clinic was looted but not burned or destroyed. In Selea the clinic has been 
burned up and is not usable in its present state. 

Merlin started operating a mobile clinic in Yassin from Sania Fandu on 8 May. Since that date, the 
mobile clinic has been visiting Yassin once a week. The average number of consultations has 
steadily increased and is now around 120-130 per weekly visit. According to Merlin, all patients who 
are coming for consultation are treated by the mobile clinic. IDPs met in Yassin however indicated 
that each week approximately 75 patients were left out without treatment, the mobile clinic having to 
leave early because of security constraints. 

Morbidity rates that are reported by the mobile clinic in Yassin do not differ from what is observed in 
other areas that are also covered by Merlin around Sania Fandu (Sania Fandu, Ladob, Hijer, Marla, 
Rijella, Um Kunya). 

Because the existing clinic is too small, Merlin mobile clinic is operating in the Administrative building 
in Yassin. Similar arrangements should be made with the representatives of the community in 
Seleah. 

Merlin is planning to extend its mobile clinic activities in Seleah by the end of June, as soon as MoH 
staffs are appointed to support the program. Seleah should also be visited once a week and 
consultations are expected to be 120 per visit. 

Merlin goal is to increase the number of visits to the two villages to twice a week within the next 2-4 
weeks. The lack of MoH staff and logistical constraints have however slowed down the process. 

• Shelter/NFIs 

A rapid flyby over Yassin and Seleah allows to confirm the extend of damages the villages have 
suffered in July-August 2004. 

In Yassin most of the dwellings are now destroyed, principally as a direct consequence of the 
conflict. Dwellings that have not been destroyed have slowly deteriorated because of the lack of 
maintenance and limited availability of straw. The situation should continue to deteriorate as straw 
will be only available after the next harvest, in November 2006. 

According to Yassin traditional leaders, 1.500 houses have been burnt in Yassin. 300 burnt houses 
were reported in Seleah. 

Returnees may have received NFIs in the IDP gatherings where they were living after July-August 
2004; however a large number have fled to surrounding forests and have never received any support 
from external partners. Moreover, IDPs started returning back to Yassin and Seleah at the end of 
2004 and since then have received no support in NFIs. 

• Livelihood 

Livestock 

As mentioned above, most of the returnees that are now living in Yassin own cattle. Possession of 
cattle seems in fact to be one of the conditions that allowed a lot of the IDPs to come back to Yassin. 

The mission did a short assessment of the livestock situation in Yassin by interviewing herders that 
were collecting water at the water yard. About half of the animals at the site were in very poor 
condition, the remaining half looked healthy, considering that it was the end of the dry season. About 
60 percent of the animals present were cows, with a larger than expected number of young cows.  
The remainder were primarily goats, only very few sheep were present. GoS army soldiers were 
guarding the water point. 
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Herders reported that they had lost 50 to 70 percent of their livestock due to the attacks.  Herders 
reported that prices for livestock sales were down due to the time of year and the fact that people 
have no money, but they anticipated the prices would increase after the harvest. The dramatic 
increase of cereals prices (sorghum, millet), which constitute the main diet of the population, have 
forced the returnees to allocate most of their financial incomes to cereals purchases. Herders have 
to sell unusual number of cattles to get financial resources. As the demand of meat went down, 
prices plummeted to about 50 percent of their usual level. 

Herders indicated that veterinary services were only available intermittently, approximately every 
three months, and that they are very expensive.  They indicated that even if services and medicines 
were available more frequently they were unlikely to have the money to pay for services at this time.  
They expressed a need for animal medicines and fodder.  Interestingly, when a group of herders 
was asked their top three assistance priorities, seeds and tools, food, and NFIs were mentioned. 

As significantly less time was spent in Seleah, the assessment there is not nearly as thorough.  
Before the attacks, the average herder in Seleah had about 50 head of cattle, with some herders 
having as many as 400.  Now only the richest have a few cows and there are reportedly no goats in 
the village at all.  Regular vet service is available from Nyala, and the herders normally pay for 
services, approximately 30 SD per cow. When asked if there is enough water for both animals and 
people the assessment team was told “prayer is the only answer”.  

Agriculture 

All community leaders and interviewed returnees expressed the desire for assistance with the 
season’s cultivation and planting, and suggested that many households have access to land and 
desire to sow ASAP. Returnees however reported that the East and South parts of Yassin are still 
too unsafe to plant but that the North and West parts would be appropriate. Returnees’ motivation for 
planting is partly to ensure that they will not lose their rights on the lands they were previously 
exploiting. 

Across all individuals interviewed in Yassin, sorghum, millet, okra, and groundnuts were the seeds 
requested. Farmers in the area grow millet, sorghum, and okra for their own consumption. 
Groundnuts and some okra are grown for cash crops.  Sesame was also grown in the past. In 
Seleah groundnut, millet, sorghum, and cowpea seeds were requested, along with tools.  

With the start of the rains, it is probably too late to identify funding and organize a general seeds and 
tools distribution that could target newcomers. Therefore, food distributions will need to be planned 
for the next 15 months, at least until the next harvest. 

Nevertheless, SPIR will attempt to expedite a distribution of seeds and tools for up to 1.000 
households, in mid June.  This intervention is pending final budget approval and SPIR capacity to 
distribute within appropriate time frame for planting. 

SUDO will distribute seeds and tools to 5.000 families in the Maalia-Assalaya area, about 20 km 
East of Yassin. It is possible that a part of the SUDO beneficiaries will not use these seeds and will 
sell them on surrounding markets, allowing Yassin residents to have a limited access to seeds. 

Commercial activities 

Yassin is located on a main road axis between Ed Daein (Khartoum) and Nyala. Traffic on this road 
has dramatically increased after December 2004, when the GoS attacked Labado and forbad trucks 
coming from Khartoum from passing through rebel-held areas and using the El Lait – Muhajiriya – 
Nyala axis. Lorries often spend the night in Yassin, waiting to proceed to Sania Fandu. This impacts 
positively on the revival of the village and many inhabitants are now getting some income from 
commercial activities. 

Shops were seen being rebuilt in the market. However, as compared to the situation before the 2004 
attacks, very little is in the market and only about one quarter of the stalls have been rebuilt. 

The resumption of commercial traffic through rebel-held areas, highly needed by populations living in 
these areas, would again divert most of the commercial traffic from Yassin to Muhajiriya and would 
affect Yassin economy. 
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In Seleah the market is rebuilding and a number of stalls selling small household goods could be 
found, along with a baker and a butcher. Keleya and Assalaya are the primary market links for the 
market in Seleah.  This village also needs additional food security and income generating activities 
such as chicken raising and vegetable seed distributions. 

Other income generating activities in the two villages include gathering firewood and fodder for sale, 
and making charcoal. 

Milling capacity 

There were previously four millers in Yassin –- at one location the shop was destroyed and three 
machines were looted (only supports remain), at another location with a small capacity mill the miller 
has reportedly not returned from Kalma camp, at a third location there were two small mills working 
but the miller was not present to be interviewed, and a fourth location with a large capacity machine 
(capable of milling thirty 90kg sacks of sorghum per day) where the miller was available.  This miller 
reported that in the past he could expect to mill 50 sacks on market days, now he mills between 1 
and 3, as people simply do not have money to purchase millet and sorghum.  The price for milling a 
3.5kg bag of sorghum is 40-50 SD. 

There are reportedly three millers in Seleah and the cost of milling is 40 SD per 3.5 kg. 

8. Recommendations 
• Coordination 

- Further assessments should be conducted in villages around Yassin and Seleah, priority being 
given to Um Boim, Esheraya, Kelekel Muju, Umm El Khairat, Kasib and Baraka. 

- Distributions of NFIs and seeds and tools and other items should be based on WFP/SPIR/SPCR 
beneficiary lists. 

- Mapping of the area should be improved. All agencies should forward all available information on 
villages GPS coordinates to HIC/OCHA. 

• Return 

- IOM should liaise with the CVR in Nyala and Gereida and follow-up all actions aiming at 
encouraging IDPs to return to Yassin and Seleah. In case list of IDPs are provided to the CVR 
IOM must conduct verifications on voluntariness of return before returns are organized. 

- UNMIS/Civil Affairs, supported by OCHA, should follow-up reconciliation process at local level 
(Yassin, Seleah, Assalaya, Ed Daein). Field missions should be organized in Ed Daein, 
Assalaya and Yassin to better assess sustainability of the process and representativeness of the 
traditional leaders that are involved, 

• Food 

- Food supplies should be made available by WFP to cover existing and coming needs in the 
area. Full rations should be distributed to returned IDPs at least until the next harvests (October 
2005). As most of the returnees will not be able to get sufficient food resources from their 
harvests it is highly probable that GFD will still have to be organised until October 2006. 

- SPIR and SPCR should ensure that appropriate mechanisms are put in place in Yassin and 
Seleah to allow rapid registration of new returnees in these two areas. 

- SPIR and SPCR should liaise with agencies distributing food to Yassin IDPs in IDPs gatherings 
(Gereida: ICRC, Muhajiriya: Solidarites, Nyala camps) and set-up appropriate mechanisms that 
will limit the occurrence of multiple registrations. Arrangements should be made to monitor IDPs 
movements from IDPs gatherings to Yassin and Seleah. 

• Water and sanitation 

The water supply, sanitation and hygiene problems observed in the two communities are similar 
therefore the recommendations or comments made below will apply to both places unless specified: 
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- OCHA, UNICEF and other agencies should advocate for the immediate reduction/suspension of 
water fees in Yassin and Seleah (GoS operated boreholes). 

- Rehabilitation of the borehole which is not working at Yassin and return of the generator that has 
been temporary moved to Seleah will improve the water supply and reduce the pressure on the 
current working borehole and pump. 

- Borehole rehabilitation in Seleah should not be further delayed, priority should be given to the 
reparation of the tank. 

- Detailed investigations should be carried out for the borehole at Seleah to determine the cause 
of such huge drawdown and if possible borehole cleanout should be encouraged to imcrease the 
yield. 

- In both cases water yards should be constructed and animal troughs be placed away from the 
yards to avoid any water contamination. 

- Situation of other boreholes in Kelekil Muzu, Esheraya and Umm El Khairat and planned 
interventions of the Government need to be further assessed. A more detailed assessment is 
required in the whole area especially to come up with baseline data for urgent interventions. 

- To avoid outbreak of diseases related to both water and sanitation, sanitary facilities should be 
constructed in markets and other functioning public infrastructures in Yassin and Seleah. 
Hygiene education should be promoted. People should be chosen and trained within the two 
communities on hygiene promotion. 

- The projects already started by Samaritan Purse and Merlin should be used as entry point for 
the implementation of watsan activities in these two areas.  

- Chlorine should be added especially at distribution points. 

- For continuous water supply both schemes need spare pump and generator each in case of 
breakdown. 

• Health 

- Merlin should quickly extend its mobile clinic activities to Seleah and increase the number of 
visits to Yassin and Seleah to two per week. 

- If possible, reactivation of permanent health services should be foreseen in case return trends 
are confirmed. 

• Shelter NFIs 

- NFI distributions should be organized ASAP in Yassin and Seleah. Emphasis should be put on 
plastic sheetings (2 per family), moskito nets, blankets and jerrycans. 

• Livelihood 

- Seeds and tools distributions should target Yassin and Seleah returnees ASAP. 

- Further assessments will have to be conducted to evaluate the needs for additional interventions 
(vegetable seeds, veterinary services…) and the ways to support other income generating and 
food security activities (for example, chickens). 

- Re-introduction of sesame, with improved milling practices, should be considered, as the by-
product of oil production is good animal fodder. 

• Security 

- OCHA should advocate for an increased presence of the AU in and around Yassin and Seleah. 

- OCHA, UNMIS and IOM should obtain guarantees from the South Darfur authorities regarding 
the provision of security in the area, as to prevent nomads/farmer conflicts and subsequent 
upsurges of violence. 

- UNDSS should conduct security assessments on the road Nyala – Sania Fandu – Yassin – 
Assalaya – Ed Daein. Specific assessments should be conducted around Yassin and Seleah 
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9. Annexes 
 

 

ANNEXE 1: Traditional leaders met by the mission members 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Mohamed Ahmed Seraj Yassin Umda 

Mohamed Abdulrahman Azein Um Boim Sheikh 

Adam Abdullah Suliman Seleah Umda (not present) 

Abdulrahim Haran Said Member of Sheriah Locality 

Abdulrahim Al Said Seleah Sheikh, Chairperson of the Administrative Committee 

Mohamed Ibrahim Mahmoud Seleah Sheikh, Chairperson of the Popular Committee 

Abdulrahim Ibrahim Ahmed Seleah Sheik 
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ANNEXE 2: IOM/VMU note on returns of IDPs to Yassin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TO: OCHA 
 
FROM: IOM, VMU TEAM NYALA 

 
Subject: Reported returns of Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) to Yassin. 
 
The VMU took part in an interagency mission to Yassin on 24 May 2005, the VMU focused on the issue of 
return to the area. The information collection during this mission was completed through focus group 
discussions and included discussions with local Umda and a local Sheikh, the HAC commission for Yassin 
and the local population; a separate discussion was held with local women. Individual interviews were not 
employed during this mission. 
 
The mission finds that return has occurred to Yassin from Gereida, Sania Fandu and from Kalma camp. 
This return has, in the main, been spontaneous in nature. It was reported, however, that a truck was 
organized by the local authorities transporting IDPs from Gereida to Yassin. IOM was not notified of this 
movement by the local authorities; this movement contravenes articles 2.4 and 2.5 of the Memorandum of 
Understanding. No evidence was found by the VMU, during the above mission, of involuntary return.  
 
The VMU continues to highlight the importance of adhering to the agreements governing IDP movements 
and of the need to consult with IOM to facilitate independent verification of return and relocation of IDPs. It 
is the view of the VMU that the information gained during the mission can be used to inform the 
international community of the security, access and assistance conditions in Yassin and that this 
information should be used to consider options that ensure that returns in Darfur are well-planned and 
sustainable.  
 
It should be noted that this is not a determination under the terms of the August 2004 Memorandum of 
Understanding as this mission was not a verification of voluntariness and appropriateness. 
 
VMU South Darfur 
26 May 2005 
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ANNEXE 3: Draft translation of the 22 May 2005 agreement between Rezeigats and 

Birgits leaders 
(handed over to the mission by Yassin Umda on 25 May) 

 

 

 

In the name of the God the Merciful the Gracious 

 

Date: 22 May 2005 

 

Conclusions of the meeting of the Joint Committee 

of the Rezeigat administration and Birgits administration 

 

After long debates the meeting concluded to the following: 

1. Stopping disputes between the two localities (Sheriah and Ed Daein) and administrative units and 
improve social relationships between the two tribes (Birgits and Rezeigats). 

2. The committee recommends that resources be provided to the areas of Umm El Khairat and 
Kelekel Muju to enable the inhabitants of these areas to go back to their villages during the rainy 
season. 

3. The two administrations agreed on the return of the people of Kelekel Muju and Umm El Khairat. 

4. Provision of transportation means to the two committees.  

 

Attendance: 

Name     Title  Tribe 

1. Mohammed Ahmed Soraje   Umda  Birgits 

2. Adam Ahmed Adam    Omda  , 

3. Abdu el Rahman el Zain   Omda  , 

4. Ibrahim Abdu Alla Gotran   Omda  , 

5. Adam Abdu Alla Suliman   Sheikh  , 

6. Ahmed Babikir Said    Sheikh  , 

7. Mohmmad Adam Ali    Sheikh  , 

8. Siddig Ali Fadlalla    Omda  Rezeigat 

9. Omer Nahola Joma    Omda  , 

10. Mohmmed Omer Adam Abou  Omda  , 

11. Mousa Kabor Shogra   Omda  , 
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ANNEXE 4: OCHA Note for the File, Meeting between Yassin IDP sheikhs from Nyala 
and Gereida camps and CVR / Sheriah Locality representatives on return to 
Yassin and Seleah. Nyala, 25 May 2005  

 
(should NOT be considered as official minutes of the meeting) 

 

 

 

 

 

Date: 25.05.2005 

Venue: Nyala Locality Hall. 

 

This meeting was held in Nyala locality at conference hall and organised by the High Committee for 
Voluntary return, Sheriah locality sub-committee for voluntary return and IDPs representatives from 
Sheriah locality in the camps (Kalma, Sereif, Otash and Gereida). 

Main purpose of the meeting was for the High Committee for Voluntary Return to find out from IDPs 
representatives about their willingness to return and the role they are expecting from the High committee 
to play in support of the voluntary return. Below are the main outcomes of the meeting: 

• The representatives of the IDPs expressed their opinion on voluntary return and principally most 
of them would like to go back to their villages but main constraints are that all villages are 
completely destroyed and consequently lacking basic services such as free drinking water, food, 
health and shelter. 

• Some areas are lacking security as mentioned by the representatives of IDPs in these villages in 
addition to basic needs, the villages are (Labado, Hejalej, Malwi, Esheraya, Um el Khairat, Kelekel 
Muju). Although security condition is tense in these areas IDPs sheikhs confirmed that they want 
to go back to protect their land from being occupied by bordering tribes, This is in reference to 
Yassin administrative unit (Esheraya, Um el Khairat, Kelekel Muju, Malwi). Labado group in the 
camp do not want to go back since there are rebels and they do not want to repeat the experience 
of fighting between rebels and GOS PDF, military forces in their town. 

• One Omda called Abdu el Rahman Adam Fadol representing Malwi village submitted a list of 257 
IDPs households (1,576 individuals) willing to return to their village if the high committee for 
voluntary return provides them with food, water, health, agriculture in-puts and security. 

• One of the IDPs representative raised the idea of establishing transparent return committees in 
the camps to organise returnees and have real information about the situation in the villages of 
return and provision of services. He also raised issues of compensations; he said they loss a lot of 
men, property houses etc but the High committee representative said they are not compensation 
committee! 

• The higher committee for voluntary return said that, points raised by IDPs representatives are 
realistic and concerning water the return committee have received spare parts for boreholes in 
Yassin Administrative units and they are expecting engines within 2 days and as soon as they 
receive them will start fixing the boreholes. Concerning security the member of Federal State 
National Council for Sheriah Circle who attended the meeting will talk to the Wali of South Darfur 
State to find solution to the security problem. 
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• High committee for voluntary return is providing food for returnee families for one month and then 
the relief NGOs should take over food supply for the rest of the period. However IDPs 
representatives said even the food provided for one month is not sufficient and the committee only 
provides one sack of sorghum to the family irrespective of the family size and other needs. 

• High committee for return confirmed that, the return is voluntary for those who want to return they 
will provide support immediately. 

• The organiser of the meeting acknowledged the presence of OCHA and IOM as observers and 
said if the return is voluntary it will enable IOM and OCHA to support them. 

 

 

Attendance: 

Name      Occupation 

1. Easa bassi    Representative of the high committee for voluntary return 

2. Mohammed Ismail el Hariry  Executive officer of Sheriah Locality 

3. Mohammed Hamid Khamis  Member of return sub-committee – Sheriah 

4. Mohammed Farah Mohammed HAC commissioner for Sheriah Locality 

5. Belal Abdullah Ibrahim  Member of the Federal National council-Sheriah cir.  

6. IDPs representatives from Camps. 

7. Abdu el Rahman Easa   Chief of Return sub-committee for Sheriah locality 
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