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Drought persists across the Horn of Africa, with some areas continuing to deteriorate to severe drought 

1.   Poor rainfall since the 
beginning of the March-
May rainy season has 
resulted in abnormal dryness 
and drought across much of East Africa. Drought has 
deteriorated to severe drought in parts of north and 
central Ethiopia, the Kenya-Ethiopia border, and southern 
Kenya.
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A poor March–May rainy season has resulted in severe drought 
over the Horn of Africa
This year, the belg, March–May, rainfall season performed 
extremely poorly over the Horn of Africa. Rainfall accumulation 
since March is well below-average throughout the sub-region. 
Seasonal rainfall deficits are recorded over many areas, including 
southwestern and central Ethiopia, much of Kenya, southern 
Somalia, as well as northern and eastern Tanzania (Figure 1). For 
most areas, these anomalies correspond to at least half of the 
expected rainfall. Similar deficits are spreading through Uganda 
and South Sudan as well. The delayed onset to the season and 
poorly distributed rainfall during March through May has caused 
drought, affecting southern and central Ethiopia, Kenya, and 
southern Somalia. 

Next week, reduced and limited rainfall is again forecast over much 
of East Africa. The greatest departures from normal are expected 
in western Ethiopia South Sudan and Uganda. Hotter than average 
temperatures are also expected.

West Africa experiences a varied rainfall pattern
During the past week, rainfall was recorded in western parts of the 
sub region including Guinea, Senegal, the Gambia, and Mali. Heavy 
and above average rainfall was observed in central Cameroon 
(Figure 2). Some areas reported flooding. Elsewhere, rainfall 
was below average including in Nigeria, Ghana, Togo, and Benin. 
An analysis of the past 30 day’s cumulative rain indicates mixed 
performance across the region. Cote d’Ivoire, Ghana, Guinea and 
Senegal also received above-average rainfall while rainfall in parts 
of southern Mali, Burkina Faso, Benin and Nigeria was below-
average. 

Next week, below-average rainfall is forecast across the region, 
except in southern Senegal and northern Guinea where above-
average rainfall is expected. 

Source: NOAA/CPC

Figure 1: 3-Month Total Rainfall Anomaly (mm)
Period: 01 March, 2022 - 31 May, 2022 

Source: NOAA/CPC

Figure 2: 7-Day Total Rainfall (mm)
Period:  25 May, 2022 - 31 May, 2022
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Temperatures  
During the past week, average maximum temperatures 
were warmer than normal across northern and eastern 
Kazakhstan, northeast Afghanistan, and eastern Tajikistan. In 
contrast, below normal mean temperatures were observed 
across northwest Kazakhstan. Weekly average maximum 
temperatures ranged between 35°C to 40°C across southern 
Afghanistan. Next week, warmer than normal temperatures 
are expected to continue across western, northwest, 
and southwest Kazakhstan, western Uzbekistan, western 
Turkmenistan, eastern Tajikistan, and northeast Afghanistan. 
In contrast, below normal mean temperatures are forecast 
across northeast and eastern Kazakhstan, northeast 
Kyrgyzstan, and western and southern Afghanistan. 

Precipitation 
During the past week, moderate to heavy precipitation 
was observed across Kyrgyzstan, southeast Kazakhstan, 
northwest Tajikistan, and northeast Uzbekistan.  Light 
precipitation was observed across northwest and central 
Kazakhstan and northeast Afghanistan. Over the past 
90-days, below-average rainfall has caused abnormal 
dryness and drought conditions in central, northwest, and 
southern regions of Afghanistan and parts of northeast 
Kazakhstan. Next week, moderate to heavy precipitation is 
expected over Kyrgyzstan, eastern, central and northwest 
Tajikistan, northeast Afghanistan, and northern and 
eastern Kazakhstan. Heavy precipitation is forecast for 
western Kyrgyzstan, and northwest Tajikistan, which may 
trigger flooding.

Temperatures 
During the past week, maximum temperatures were above-
normal over southeastern Yemen but remained near-average 
elsewhere. The highest maximum temperatures ranged 
between 40°C to 45°C in the northeast along the border with 
Saudi Arabia. Next week, mean surface temperatures are 
expected to be cooler than normal across much of the country. 
Maximum temperatures are expected to exceed 35°C or 40°C 
outside of the elevation regions and the southern coast.

Precipitation
During the past week, far-western Yemen received light to 
moderate rainfall. Over the past 30-days, poor rainfall has 
caused dryness over many western parts of the country. 
Abnormal dryness is present in parts of southwestern 
Yemen. Next week, below-average rainfall is forecast over 
Yemen and will likely strengthen dryness in the region. 

Central Asia Overview
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ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.
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Figure 3: Ensemble Mean Total Rainfall (mm)
Period: 02 June, 2022 - 08 June, 2022

Figure 4: CMORPH Climatological Rainfall (mm)      
Period: 01 June, 2022 - 07 June, 2022

Source: NOAA/CPC
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Current saturated conditions and continued heavy 
rainfall are likely to maintain a high risk for flooding 
and landslides in Central America
During the past week, northern areas of Central Amer-
ica received heavy rainfall with the heaviest totals re-
corded over western, north-central, and eastern Gua-
temala, western Honduras, and the Gulf of Fonseca. 
In Guatemala, flooding and landslides were reported 
in Huehuetenango and Alta Verapaz Departments. Re-
ports also indicated that flooding has affected the Santa 
Barbara Department in western Honduras. Over the 
past 30-days,wetter-than-average conditions have persisted 
across much of Central America, with above-average rainfall across 
north-central Guatemala, the Gulf of Honduras, much of Honduras, northern 
Nicaragua, and much of Costa Rica and Panama. Meanwhile, abnormally dry condi-
tions persist in northern Guatemala and parts of northern Belize due to continued 
poor rainfall distribution since April. Next week, above-average rainfall is forecast to 
continue across the region with expected widespread heavy rainfall in Guatemala, Hon-
duras, the Pacific-third of the region, and the southern Caribbean. The increased rainfall is 
likely to maintain a high risk for flooding and landslides over many local areas. 

Abnormal dryness persists in parts of Haiti and the Dominican Republic due to poor rainfall
During the past week, eastern Haiti and the central parts of western and eastern Dominican Repub-
lic received moderate to locally heavy rainfall. In contrast, light rainfall was recorded elsewhere. Despite 
the increased rainfall, totals remained below-average, strengthening abnormal dryness in southern parts of 
Haiti and neighboring parts of western, northeast and east-central Dominican Republic. Abnormal dryness in the 
region is due to poor rainfall since late April. Although some coastal areas still experienced wetter-than-average 
conditions, rainfall is still poor. Next week, limited and likely below-average rainfall is forecast over Hispaniola. 
Widespread light rains are expected over the Island, except northern Haiti and northwestern Dominican Republic, where locally moderate rains 
are possible.

Central America and the Caribbean Overview


