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METHODOLOGY 

This report is based on reports from ZPP long-term community based human rights monitors who 

observe, monitor and record cases of human rights violations in the constituencies they reside.  ZPP 

deploys a total of 420 community-based primary peace monitors (two per each of the 210 electoral 

constituencies of Zimbabwe).  These community-based monitors reside in the constituencies they monitor.  

They compile reports that are handed over to ZPP provincial coordinators who man the different ZPP 

offices in the ten administrative provinces of Zimbabwe.  Upon receipt and verifications of the reports 

from the monitors, the provincial coordinators compile provincial monthly monitoring reports, which are 

then consolidated at national office into the ZPP monthly monitoring reports published in retrospect. 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

This report comes in the wake of renewed assault on civil society organizations; sustained intra party 
divisions especially within the MDC-T and Zanu PF. Midlands and Manicaland provinces recorded 
the highest number of violations during the month under review. Of the 511 violations recorded in 
May, Manicaland and Midlands shared 263 violations. This figure constitutes more than half the 
violations recorded during the period under review. However, the three Matabeleland provinces (Mat 
north, Mat South and Bulawayo) recorded the least violations. These three provinces recorded just 28 
violations. 
 

The main sources of conflict during the period under review mainly revolved around the mobile voter 
registration exercise, intra party conflict as primary elections loomed in Zanu PF and MDC-T, forced 
meetings by Zanu PF members and traditional leaders, military involvement in political and civic 
affairs and continued raids and harassment of civic society organisations and activists by the police. 
 
The Zimbabwe Electoral Commission (ZEC) embarked on a mobile voter registration exercise 
towards the end of April until mid May. The process was marred with controversy as it was not 
sufficiently publicised. This false start by the Registrar of Voters did not go down well with many 
including civil society leaders who demanded that ZEC must redo the voter registration process.  ZEC 
itself through its chairperson Justice Rita Makarau admitted that the process was littered with a whole 
host of inadequacies. At a meeting with civil society Justice Makarau announced that new constitution 
provided for a 30 day voter registration and voters’ roll inspection. She confirmed that the process 
would restart on June 10. 
 

 During the registration process, some traditional leaders from Zaka East constituency ward 20, 
reportedly chose to make some quick buck by extorting money from poor villagers between 17th and 
19thof May 2013. The traditional leaders chose to demand a dollar each from every family which they 
called ‘voter inspection fees”. They reportedly shared the loot among themselves. In Chegutu, some 
youths were arrested at Ameva Farm by police accused of unlawfully mobilizing people to go and 
register to vote. Election Resource Centre (ERC) Director Tawanda Chimhini was also arrested for 
breaching “voter education rules’ during the period under review. 
 
As the life of parliament comes to a near end, incumbent MPs, Senators and councillors from across 
the political divide have suddenly remembered that all along they represented some constituencies. 
The bid by most outgoing politicians to be retained has caused rifts within the political parties as 
chaos reigned. In Manicaland for example, the MDC-T had to postpone primary elections by a week 
as politicians turned on the heat against each other. Three senior politicians Prosper Mutseyami, 
Pishai Muchauraya, Lloyd Mahute were arrested on allegations of public violence. In Gweru, MDC-T 
is reported to be divided into the Madzibaba and Jatrofa factions.  
 

Although Zanu PF had neither released any dates for their primary elections nor the rules governing 
the process, the internal strife in the party has been escalating. Zanu PF party stalwarts such as 
Secretary for Administration Didymus Mutasa are locked in heated confrontation with fellow party 
members like Mike Madiro (suspended chairperson in Manicaland). Their case has spilled into the 
courts. 
 



The month of May also saw Zanu PF vigorously continuing with its door to door campaign across the 
country. This exercise has raised political tensions since 
the campaigners are using coercion to approach members of the public. More so, they are in breach of 
privacy and trespass laws as they are getting into people’s homes without invitation. Some of the 
tactics being employed by some of these activists are uncouth. For exampl
(Mutorashanga- Kashwao farm), Zanu PF activists under the leadership of the local ward councillor 
have devised a strategy called “Batai

people are given Zanu PF data forms to fill, then asked to register to vote and then declare in public 
that they will vote for Zanu PF in the 
Mashonaland Central as well, reports suggest that Zanu PF is urging traditional leaders to hold
two Zanu PF meetings a week.  
 

Members of the security forces, mostly soldiers have reportedly been deployed in Mutoko, Maramba 
Pfungwe and Mudzi. They are travelling on motor cycles labelled LONCIN reportedly campaigning 
for Zanu PF. 
 

Operating space for civil society across the 
society work continued unabated. During the period under review, a number of civil society actors 
were either harassed or detained by the police. In Hwange
were raided by police who were reportedly searching for voter education material. In Buher
Kufakwatenzi village, a ZimRights workshop was abandoned after Zanu PF activists chose to end it 
by labelling the organisation as a front of the west
by the police. 
 

Cases of partisan distribution of food 
reason for this decline is the fact that many people have been harvesting their crops and food relief 
distribution has gone down. Despite the decline, many parts of the country will need relief 
intervention very soon as the country experienced erratic rainfall and shortage of inputs
below showing levels of violations for periods Jan
for food distribution  
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May also saw Zanu PF vigorously continuing with its door to door campaign across the 
political tensions since the majority of  

are using coercion to approach members of the public. More so, they are in breach of 
privacy and trespass laws as they are getting into people’s homes without invitation. Some of the 
tactics being employed by some of these activists are uncouth. For example, in Mash

Kashwao farm), Zanu PF activists under the leadership of the local ward councillor 
Batai Munhu” operation loosely translated “catch the culprit” 

ms to fill, then asked to register to vote and then declare in public 
that they will vote for Zanu PF in the upcoming elections. In Mashonaland East, Manicaland, 
Mashonaland Central as well, reports suggest that Zanu PF is urging traditional leaders to hold

Members of the security forces, mostly soldiers have reportedly been deployed in Mutoko, Maramba 
Pfungwe and Mudzi. They are travelling on motor cycles labelled LONCIN reportedly campaigning 

space for civil society across the country continued to shrink as the criminalisation of civic 
society work continued unabated. During the period under review, a number of civil society actors 
were either harassed or detained by the police. In Hwange, offices of Legal Resources Foundation 

raided by police who were reportedly searching for voter education material. In Buher
ights workshop was abandoned after Zanu PF activists chose to end it 

nisation as a front of the west, despite the fact that the workshop had been

Cases of partisan distribution of food declined significantly during the period under review. One 
the fact that many people have been harvesting their crops and food relief 

distribution has gone down. Despite the decline, many parts of the country will need relief 
intervention very soon as the country experienced erratic rainfall and shortage of inputs
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INCIDENCES OF POLITICALLY MOTIVATED VIOLATIONS 
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Assault Right to liberty and security of person 19 The province witnessed an increase in the number of politically motivated 
human rights abuses from 97 in April to 127 in May 2013.These were mainly as 
a result of escalated intra-party conflicts, mobile voter registration and general 
intolerance. 
� In Chipinge central, MDC-T activists fought running battles among 

themselves leading to the arrest of Prosper Mutseyami on the 14th of May. 
In Nyanga South, supporters of incumbent MP, Willard Chimbetete also 
fought running battles against those supporting aspiring candidate Savious 
Kuwodza. 

� AtMushunje primary school in Mutare North, the officers reportedly 
refused to register adults claiming that they had instructions to register 
school children sixteen years and above only.  This took place on 17th of 
May. 

� At Gambe, ward 24, Nyanga south, more than 200 people failed to receive 
wheat under the Presidential inputs programme as Zanu PF activists led by 
war vets demanded that would be beneficiaries produce Zanu PF party 
cards in order to access the inputs.  

Theft/looting Property rights 3 

Rape/Sexual Harassment Right to personal integrity and human dignity 1 

Harassment/intimidation  Right to personal integrity and human dignity 78 

Discrimination Right to food, aid and livelihood 18 

Displacement Right to Property 1 
Torture Right to personal integrity and human dignity 1 
Unlawful Detention Right to liberty 3 

Total  127 
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Harassment/intimidation Right to personal integrity and human dignity 88 The province recorded the highest figures in politically motivated human rights 
violations for the month - with 134 cases an increase from the 124 recorded in 
April. Conflicts recorded revolved around issues to do with political intolerance, 
voter registration process, and food& aid distribution, intra and inter party 
campaigns.   
� A Zanu PF supporter was assaulted by an MDC-T supporter for his 

allegiance to Zanu PF.  This was after the perpetrator got angry after he 
asked the victim why he supported Zanu PF a losing party and the victim in 
response told him there was nothing wrong with Zanu PF. This took place 
on May 5 at Empress Mine Ward 8 in Zhombe. 

� in Gokwe Kana at Kana GMB, 3 elderly women, for not possessing  Zanu 
PF cards were denied  access to a feeding scheme meant for the elderly 
aged 60years and above.  This took place after the GMB run programme 

Assault Right to personal integrity and human dignity  23 

Displacement Property rights 1 

Discrimination  Right to food, aid and livelihood 18 

Theft/Looting  Right to property 2 

Disrupted Political Mtg Freedom of Assembly 2 

Total  134 
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was hijacked by Zanu PF in the area and  issuing of the aid was now done 
to Zanu PF card carrying members who were not even the elderly.  
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Harassment/intimidation Right to personal integrity and human dignity 33 Mashonaland Central recorded 38 incidences of politically motivated violence 
down from 56 in April.  This, like in other provinces, is not indicative of a 
peaceful environment as tensions and anxiety levels are simmering due to the 
impending harmonized elections.  Cases rising from election related activities 
like the voter registration exercise coupled with preparations for party primary 
elections and the general political intolerance were noted.  
� Where stipulated requirements for voter registration required potential 

voters to provide proof of residence, and other identification documents to 
register as voters; in rural areas such documents are obtained from village 
heads. However, the system was being manipulated by traditional leaders 
who denied those villagers perceived to be anti- Zanu PF the papers.  In 
Guruve South for instance, a village head allegedly forced villagers to 
renounce their MDC membership in order to access proof  of  residence 
documents to enable to register as voters. 

Unlawful Detention Right to Liberty 1 

Discrimination Right to food, education 3 

Displacement Right to Property 1 

Total  38 
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Harassment/intimidation Right to personal integrity and human dignity 41 The violations range for the province in the period under review remained in the 
mid-50s, with 55 cases reported in May compared to 56 in April 2013.  The 
bulk of violations consist harassment & intimidation and assaults.. The 
atmospheric character of the province is tense due toa hype of political activities 
as political parties and government prepare for harmonised elections. 

� At Dunstan Farm, ward 23 in Goromonzi, 5 MDC-T activists were 
assaulted by a group of Zanu PF supporters for failing to produce Zanu PF 
cards and proof of residence for voter registration.  The incident took place 
on 4 May 2013. 

� The sitting MP for Mutoko East  Ordo Nyakudanga of Zanu PF is said to 
have threatened villagers with violence as witnessed in 2008 if they failed 
to vote for Zanu PF.  He said this on May 21 while addressing a rally at 
Kapondoro Business Centre while in the company of soldiers and war 
veterans. 

Assault Right to personal integrity and human dignity 11 

Displacement Right to property 1 

Discrimination Right to food, aid and livelihood  2 

Total  55 

M
a

sh
 W

es
t 

 

Assault Right to personal integrity and human dignity 3 During the month of May, Mashonaland West province recorded a slight decline 
in the number of politically motivated human rights violations, with only 40 
incidences compared with 56 noted in April.  This is notwithstanding brewing 
tensions and anxiety owing to the upcoming election as evidenced by the high 
number of harassments and intimidation. 
� In Chegutu West MDC-T supporters were picked by police at Ameva farm 

for mobilising people to go and register to vote.  They were told to stop the 
exercise as they did not get permission from the police 

Unlawful Detention Right to liberty 2 

Discrimination Right to food, aid and livelihood 2 

Harassment/Intimidation Right to personal integrity and human dignity 31 

Displacement Right to Property 2 

Total  40  
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� In Mutorashanga, in an operation known as “Bataimunhu” loosely 
translated “catch the culprit” by Zanu PF where eligible voters are noted 
and those with no national identity cards are taken to get them. The names 
of people in Kashwao Farm taken note of are then used to check if they are 
on the voters’ roll.  A  Zanu PF councillor has declared all those who had 

not registered to be enemies of the state. 

M
a

sv
in

g
o
 

 

Harassment/Intimidation Right to personal integrity and human dignity 61 Masvingo recorded 72cases of politically motivated human rights violationsin 
May, a rise from the 61 noted in April. The majority of incidents are 
harassments and intimidation, forced attendances of political party meetings 
mostly by Zanu PF, and harassment by traditional leaders of people perceived to 
be MDC T. 

� An unusual case of extortion was recorded at ZakaEast’s Zimunhu village, 
ward 20 where village heads under Chief Zibwowa, gathered their subjects 
on consecutive days from 17 May to 25 May and forced them to pay $1 
each for what they called voters’ roll inspection fees. Those who could not 
afford to pay were threatened with eviction and accused of belonging to 
MDC-T. It is alleged that most traditional leaders have been given the ward 
voters’ rolls for their respective wards. ZPP is in a bid to try and verify this. 

Discrimination Right to food, aid and livelihood 7 

Assault Right to personal integrity and human dignity 1 

Theft/looting Property rights 1 

Disrupted Political meeting Freedom of Assembly 1 

Banned Political party 
meeting 

Freedom of  Assembly 1 

Total  72 
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Harassment/Intimidation Right to personal integrity and human dignity 10 Harare doubled the number of politically motivated human rights violations 
with 17 cases noted in May compared to 8 in April.  
� The capital province continues to witness cases of police crackdown on 

opposition members and non-governmental organisations with 6 officials 
from the Youth Agenda being arrested in Glen View, 5 MDC-T supporters 
also nabbed for conducting door to door campaigns in Msasa and the arrest 
of the Director of the Election Resource Centre (NGO) all in the month of 
May. 

� MDC-T national youth assembly chairperson Solomon Madzore was 
arrested in Harare on allegations of insulting President Robert Mugabe at a 
rally in Mashonaland Central. 

Discrimination Right to food, aid and livelihood 1 

Assault Right to personal integrity and human dignity 4 

Unlawful Detention Right to liberty 2 

Total  17 
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Discrimination  Right to food, aid and livelihood 1 The province recorded 9 cases of politically motivated violations in May down 
from 16 noted in April.  This is however, not to say the political environment is 
conducive as Mat North continues to see the disruption of MDC-T meetings and 
those of Civil Society with political players maintaining traits of intolerance 
towards each other. 
� In Hwange Central, a human rights activist was visited at his home by 

members of CIO demanding that he gives them ZESN materials on voter 
education  they accused him of keeping.  He refused to open for them and 
was threatened with arrest on 28 May 2013. 

Unlawful Detention Right to Liberty 1 

Harassment/Intimidation Right to personal integrity and human dignity 7 

Total  9 
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MDP Right to property 2 Matabeleland South province recorded a decline in number of politically 
motivated human right violations with 9 in May as opposed to the 17 in April, 
2013.  Though the figures may be low, the environment remains tense owing to 
a hype of political activities in the build up towards anticipated elections. 
� On the 16th May in Gwanda Central, police allegedly raided the MDC-T 

offices and confiscated 12 motor bikes alleging that the bikes were not 
cleared with the Central Vehicle Registry (CVR) and traffic police. Efforts 
by MDC-T leaders by providing proof of clearance were fruitless as the 
police still held onto the bikes.  

Harassment/Intimidation Right to personal integrity and human dignity 14 

Displacement Right to property 1 

   

Total  17 
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Harassment/Intimidation Right to personal integrity and human dignity 9 The province recorded 10 cases of politically motivated violations in May a 
slight decline from the 14 in April.  The province also witnessed a hype of 
activities such as the mobile voters’ registration exercise, MDC-T primary 
elections and JOMIC outreach programmes and the general intolerance of 
opposing parties but no outstanding cases were seen on these events. Conflicts 
were witnessed mainly at political rallies and around the general lack of 
tolerance amongst opposing political parties. 

� At a youth rally held on 4 May by MDC-T near Pumula Old Hall addressed 
by the party’s vice president Thokozani Khupe, a lady wearing MDC-N 
regalia was mobbed by the MDC-T youths harassing her after she came to 
the rally.  She was whisked away to safety by the security personnel 
manning the rally. 

Assault Right to personal integrity and human dignity 1 

Total  9 

Total 
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ANNEXURE: 
DEFINITIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS 

TERM DEFINITION 

Murder Unlawful and intentional killing of another person 

Sexual Assault: 

a) Rape 

b) Aggravated Indecent sexual 

assault 

It is knowingly causing another person to engage in an unwanted sexual act by force or threat. 
Is whereby a male person has sexual intercourse or anal intercourse with female  person without the consent of the latter 
Is whereby a person including a female commits a sexual act involving the penetration of any part of the victim’s body, other than a 
male person having sexual intercourse or anal intercourse with a female person, without the consent of the victim, including active 
and passive oral sex and anal sex between two individuals of any gender. 

Assault 

 

a) Falanga (Foot whipping) 

 

 

 

b) Submersion/Suffocation 

(water boarding) 

c) Beating 

 

d) Other assault 

 

Is whereby a person commits an assault upon another person intending to cause that other person bodily harm. 
 
Is a form of corporal punishment whereby the soles of the feet are beaten with an object such as a cane, or rod, a piece of wood, or a 
whip.  The victim may be immobilized before the application of the beating by tying, securing the feet in leg irons, locking the legs 
into an elevated position or hanging upside down. 
 
A form of assault whereby water is forced into the victim’s breathing passages so as to simulate drowning. 
 
Is any form of physical assault including hitting of a person with or without an object such as a stick, belt, whip, barbed wire, log or 
any other object including bare hands.  It also includes the kicking or head-butting of a person; and includes stabbing, shooting and 
forced consumption (forcing a person or overeat or eat something poisonous or their own excreta.) 

Torture Any act by which severe pain or suffering, whether physical or mental, is intentionally inflicted on a person by or instigation of 

public official or other person acting in an official capacity for purposes of obtaining from the victim  or a third person 
information  or a confession , punishing him/her for an act s/he or a third person has committed or is suspected of having committed, 
or intimidating or coercing him/her or a third person, or for any reason based on discrimination of any kind 

Threat It is whereby  a person threaten to commit a crime, including but not limited to murder, rape, aggravated indecent assault, unlawful 
detention , theft, malicious damage to property thereby inspiring  in the person on whom she/he communicates the threat of a 
reasonable fear or belief that he or she will commit the crime. 

Harassment/Intimidation Unlawfully subjecting one to pressure, insult of threat with intent to cause him/her to suffer anxiety discomfort and/or the feeling of 
insecurity. 

MOVEMENT VIOLATIONS  

Kidnapping/Unlawful Detention 

 

a) Adduction 

b) Unlawful arrest 

 

 

Is whereby a person deprives  another person of his freedom of bodily movement without lawful justification and/or authority  
(based on section 93 of the Criminal code Act) 
 
The taking  away of a person using intimidation , open force of violence 
Is the arrest of a person by another person (usually a police officer), whereby the latter’s position generally authorises him/her to 
arrest the other person, but not in this particular case.  Essentially, it  is a form of abuse of power on the part of the police officer 
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c) Unlawful detention 

 

d) Forced displacement 

Depriving a person of his or her freedom of bodily movement without lawful justification and/or authority. 
 
Internal displacement of persons or groups of persons “…who have been  forced  or obliged to flee or leave their homes or places or 
habitual residence, in particular as a result of or in order to avoid the effects or armed conflict, situations of generalised violence, 
violations of human rights or natural or human made disasters, and who have not crossed an internally  recognized border” 

PROPERTY RIGHTS  

Theft Is whereby a person takes property from another person “knowing” that the other person is entitled to own, possess or control this 
very property. 

Robbery  Is whereby a person steals, borrows or uses the property of another person without authority, thereby intentionally using violence or 
the threat of immediate violence to induce the person who has lawful control over the property to relinquish his/her control over it. 

Stock Theft Is whereby a person takes livestock from another person knowing that the other person is entitled to own, and possess or control this 
very property. 

Malicious Damage to Property 

 

 

a) Destruction of home 

b) Other types of MDP 

 

Is whereby a person  knowing that the other person is entitled to own, possess or control any property, damages or destroys that very 
property (Note: MDP to communal/household property should only be chosen for one family member: the victim or head of 

household in that  order) 

 

Is a form of malicious damage to property, it occurs when a home is burnt to the ground or otherwise made inhabitable in such a 
manner as the only option toward the making the home habitable is to completely rebuild it. 
Please describe briefly the alleged conduct. 
 

 


