
 
Response 
 

Level 2 registration, requesting more detailed identification of the Ivorian refugees continued in communities in 
Maryland County . By 29 April 2011, registration had been concluded in 26 out of the 34 initially identified com-
munities and the total population registered is 10,070 individuals comprising 2,152 families. The registration is 
ongoing in the remaining communities. There are currently 14,391 registered refugees in Maryland County in-
cluding 4,321 at the transit centre. 

In response to reported diarrhoea cases in the Janzon area, Grand Gedeh County, UNICEF has mobilized technical 
assistance to assist Solidarites International to intensify and scale up WASH interventions in the area. UNICEF has 
also supplied a submersible pump and generator to support increased water supply in Janzon town.   

 
Visits 
 

A delegation from the US Embassy and USAID visited the Bishop Ferguson transit centre, refugee host communi-
ties, entry points and Little Wlebo refugee camp in Maryland County during the reporting period. 
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HIGHLIGHTS AND SITUATIONAL OVERVIEW 
 

Since November 2010, more than 165,00 Ivorians are estimated to have crossed over to Liberia. A total of 
45,621 Ivorian refugees have been individually registered, while 120,192 have been registered under the emer-
gency registration process that begun on 24 February 2011. 

3,389 Ivorian refugees are located in the Bahn Camp, while 11,453 refugees stay in transite sites (nationwide) 
and 1,515 in way stations (nationwide). 

The movement of new refugee arrivals through various 
crossing points has generally reduced but UNHCR and part-
ners continue to register at least 250 new refugee arrivals 
in Grand Gedeh County in places such as Janzon and 
Tempo.  

The planned relocation of 124 refugees comprising 23 
families to Little Wlebo camp in Maryland County on 29 
April, was prevented by the refugee leadership at Bishop 
Ferguson transit centre citing far distance of the camp from 
Harper as a main reason. The self-appointed refugee lead-
ers also mentioned the lack of cell phone coverage at the 
camp. Consequently, two meetings were held, first with 
the leadership and another with the entire refugee popula-
tion in order to sensitize them to relocate to the camp. The meeting with the refugee leaders was chaired by an 
official in the  office of the Superintendent of Maryland County; however, both meetings were unfruitful as the 
refugees remained adamant on the issues of the relocation. The sensitization is continuing at the Bishop Fergu-
son centre in collaboration with other actors. 
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 HUMANITARIAN NEEDS 
 

Food 

Water and sanitation facilities 

Retention of qualified health workers in some remote health facilities 
 

RESPONSE AND COORDINATION 
Protection 
 

In Nimba County, 1,596 refugee and host community children between the ages of 5 – 18 are being reached 
with psychosocial support through Child Friendly Space activities in Bahn camp and in host communities; 111 
unaccompanied minors, 211 separated children, and 39 child headed households have been identified and are 
being monitored to prevent issues of GBV/SEA. 118 of these children have been put in contact with their rela-
tives while the remaining cases are being followed up by ICRC.  

In Grand Gedeh County, seven cases of domestic violence against refugee girls have been reported in the past 
week and the issue is being followed up by Child Protection agencies. A 15-year-old refugee girl was forced 
into marriage. The issue was reported to  the police and the case is being followed up by UNICEF partners. 

 
Food Security  
 

According to WFP, 781 MT food have been distributed since January 2011 for an actual distribution of 68 194 
beneficiaries; a total of 2,414 MT remains available to WFP.  New stocks of cereals were airlifted from Niger 
and Mali last weekend and more stocks (1140 MT of cereals) are expected to arrive from Ghana, allowing a 
food distribution to 100 000 beneficiaries for 30 days. More in country stocks have to be secured to respond 
to both the host communities’ demands and refugees’ needs.  

Bureau of Immigration and Naturalization (BIN) officials at Tempo Town informed UNHCR that some relatives 
of refugees living in Ivory Coast are bringing food for their relatives living in Tempo Town. 

 
Nutrition 
 

In Nimba County, 180 local and refugee children were screened in six outpatient treatment sites including 
Zorgowee transit centre; 11 children were admitted to the outpatient treatment programme (OTP) of which 
nine were refugees.  

In Grand Gedeh County, UNICEF provided equipment for nutrition screening (weighing scales, height measur-
ing boards, MUAC tapes, etc.) to four health facilities to implement OTPs. 17 health workers were trained in 
community based management of severe acute malnutrition and three new outpatient treatment sites were 
set up after the training. 225 children were screened in communities with the highest influx of refugees (Toe 
Town, Ziah Town and Janzon) and as a result 42 severely malnourished children (refugee and local) were  
identified and have begun treatment.  Refresher training and coaching of nurses and midwives from MTM 
Hospital was conducted to improve treatment of children with malnutrition plus medical complications.  
UNICEF provided stocks of therapeutic food for the SNU and OTP sites sufficient for 100 children for one 
month.  

 
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 
 

OXFAM-GB continued hygiene promotion in collaboration with the 12 refugee WASH committees at the 
Bishop Ferguson transit centre in Maryland County; UNICEF’s  partner Emergency Rehabilitation Services (ERS) 
has also been supporting WASH services for the 4,300 refugees at the transit centre. 

Emergency Rehabilitation Services carried out hygiene promotion and supply of safe drinking water in Kabla-
ken, Cavalla and Warteken host communities in Maryland County. 

Water supply managed by OXFAM-GB and UNICEF is maintained at 61,000 litres per day at the Bishop Fergu-
son transit centre, Maryland County. 
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Health  
 

142,000 doses of Yellow Fever vaccine financed by UNICEF arrived on 22 April. A vaccination campaign in 
Nimba, Grand Gedeh and Maryland counties is planned for mid May with a target population of 130,000 (both 
host and refugee population).  

22,000 doses of measles vaccine funded by UNICEF arrived in Liberia on 27 April to enable a measles catch up 
campaign to be conducted. 

Bundled vaccines (BCG, DPT, measles) have been sent to Maryland and Grand Gedeh County Health Teams to 
support routine immunization for children of 1 year (both host and refugee population).  

Two refrigerators are being sent to Nimba and Grand Gedeh counties to assist the immunization programme 
for storing vaccines. 

The County Health Team launched a polio campaign on 29 April and vaccinated refugee children under the age 
of 5 at the Bishop Ferguson transit centre. Also at the Bishop Ferguson transit centre, targeting the same age 
group, Merlin commenced measles vaccination.  

Merlin continued provision of medical assistance to refugees through a temporary health unit at the Bishop 
Ferguson transit center and referrals to the J.J. Dossen hospital. Merci is providing medical assistance to refu-
gees and locals through 4 existing health centres in host communities. They have also pre-positioned drugs 
and medical equipment in the Little Wlebo refugee camp, in anticipation of relocation of the refugees to the 
camp.  

 
Logistics  
 

WFP says 12 Scania trucks have arrived at the port in Monrovia (10 for Liberia and 2 for Ivory Coast) for  
augmentation of its fleet. 

A three member team from MSB (Swedish Standby Partner) has arrived to Monrovia for fleet and workshop 
management. 

 An agreement to expedite the import, export and transit of relief consignment in emergencies has been 
signed between the UN and the Government of Liberia. 

PAK 13 Engineers have commenced work on the 9 kms access road to the Little Wlebo refugee camp.  
 
Shelter 
 

At Bao and Taloken in Grand Gedeh, refugees were sensitized about relocation to Ziah transit centre but they 
expressed mixed feelings about the relocation since some of them have started farming. In particular,  
refugees in Tempo Town are not willing to go to Ziah transit centre since they do not want to move far from 
the border point.  

In Grand Gedeh County, UNHCR has continued to register an increasing number of spontaneous movements 
into the Dougee transit centre from the community as the community has started renting out their houses to 
NGO staff members. The refugees are from Tian town, Dougee town and Zleh. 

 
Education  
 

In Bahn camp, 1,596 children age 3-18 are attending classes in two school compounds. In the host  
communities of the Buutuo axis, 1,078 children age 3-18 were reached with Education and ECD services. 
Meanwhile, in the Gborplay and Loguatuo axes host communities 1,000 children were reached with ECD ac-
tivities and primary education services, including life skills education.  

The educational activities in Maryland County will start once refugees will be transferred from their transit 
locations to the refugee camp. UNICEF is seeking agreements with the Danish Refugee Council who is in 
charge of camp management to ensure provision of education and child protection services for refugee  
children. 

Save the children has already put up a child friendly space, which is well fenced at the Dougee Town  transit 
centre. 

The unwillingness of most refugee families to relocate to Bahn camp or to the 16 designated communities 
where education interventions are conducted has resulted in many refugee children being unable to access 
these services. 
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CHALLENGES 

Bad roads and dilapidated bridges 

Lacking  of funding 

The onset of the rainy season 
 
FUNDING 

Overall, as of 29 April 2011, US$ 86, 315, 
413 has been committed or pledged for 
the refugee relief effort in Liberia.  

With regards to EHAP, as of 29 April,  US$ 
59,354,202  of the US$ 146 million has 
been committed, according to the Financial Tracking System (FTS). 
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REGULAR  COORDINATION MEETINGS – MONROVIA  
 

1. Humanitarian Action Committee (HAC): every Thursday, 11.00 a.m. – 12 noon 

Venue: Jordan Ryan Conference Room, Bryant building, Mamba Point (opposite UNICEF).  
Contact: Nyenetue Romeo Bloh, HCSO, UNMIL.   Email:bloh@un.org.  Mobile: 05319860 
 

2.     Operations Coordination Meeting: every Friday, 09:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. 

Venue:  UNHCR Conference Room, Mamba Point (opposite US Embassy Gate 3) 
Contact: Dokie Nah, UNHCR     Email:Nahd@unhcr.org Mobile:06870817 

3. Sectoral meetings  

The Interagency Coordination Meeting, led by LRRRC and UNHCR, have been moved from Ganta to  
Sanniquellie.  It meets every Thursday at 10:00 am. 

Weekly sectoral meetings: Education (led by MOE) every Tuesday in Saniquellie; Protection sector (led by 
UNHCR) every Wednesday at UNHCR in Saclepea; Health and WASH sector (led by the County Health Team) 
every Wednesday in Sanniquellie. New sub-sector working group on child protection and SGBV, meets every 
Wednesday in Saclepea. 

CONTACTS 

1. For submissions to this sitrep, and general information: Humanitarian Coordinator’s Office: Manzoor Khoso  
Email: khoso@un.og  Mobile: 05319901 

2. UNHCR: Sulaiman Momodu (Communications Officer)  Email: Momodu@unhcr.org   Mobile: 06 493862  

3. UNICEF: Miraj Pradhan (Communication Officer)            Email: mpradhan@unicef.org        Mobile: 06282074  

4. WFP: Aaron Sleh                Email: aaron.sleh@wfp.org          Mobile:076500248 

5. WHO: Dr. Clement Peter              Email:clementp@lr.afro.who.int  

6. LRRRC: Edward Kemokai                                                                                                                    Mobile: 06-670822 

ASSESSMENTS/ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON THE REFUGEE RESPONSE 
 

1. Oxfam GB completed an emergency market mapping analysis (EMMA) in Grand Gedeh County. Contact: Susan 
Sandars at ssandars@oxfam.org.uk.  

2. Website of the United Nations in Liberia: www.unliberia.org  

3. UNHCR Information Portal:    info.unhcr.org/liberia  
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