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Humanitarian Partner Presence 
 
Presence Type UN/IO INGO NNGO 
Physical  6 2 11 
Programme 6 3 11 
Source: OCHA West Kordofan 3Ws (June 2022) 

 
 
People in need HNO 2022 
 State National 
IDPs  94,196 2.9M 
Refugees  67,928 1.2M 
Returnees  10,611 0.9M 
Vulnerable residents 298,576 9.3M 
Total  471,311 14.3M 
Source: 2022 HNO  

 
Area  78,000 kmP

2 
 
West Kordofan in Numbers 
 
Indicator State National 
Population 2022* 1.7 million* 47.9 million* 

Under-five mortality rate (probability of dying by age 5 per 1,000 live births) 82 in 1,000 68 in 1000** 

Children who complete primary school and continue to secondary school 86.9% 90.7%** 

Percentage of literate young women (15 – 24 years) 32.9% 59.8%** 

Percentage of girls married before the age of 18 40.8% 38%** 

Chronic malnutrition (severe and moderate) prevalence among children U5  42.5% 38.2%** 

GAM (Global Acute Malnutrition) prevalence among children U5 18.7% 16.3%** 

Number of children U5 suffering from GAM*** 120,558 2.9 million*** 

Number of people projected at IPC phase 3 & 4 (June - September 2022) 424,156 11.7 million* 

Percentage of people in West Kordofan with access to improved drinking water  86% 68%** 

 
Food Security 
 

IPC (number of people) June - September 2022  
25%  

 of locality population in IPC3 and IPC 4 
total state localities: 14 

Phase 2 Phase 3 Phase 4 
465,962 

in 14 localities 

303,077 
in 14 localities 

121,709 
in 14 localities 

Sources: *Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) Sudan Acute Food Insecurity Situation Overview, April 2022- February 2023; **MICS 
Facts & Figures 2014; ***2022 Sudan Humanitarian Needs Overview (HNO) 
 
Contact information:
Dickson Aduwo, Head of Sub-office (OIC), Kadugli, South Kordofan 
Email: aduwo@un.org 

https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Sudan_AcuteFoodInsecurity_2022Apr2023Feb_report.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Sudan_2022_HNO_En.pdf
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Background 
West Kordofan lies in the southern part of Sudan. It 
borders East Darfur, North Darfur, North Kordofan, 
South Kordofan, and the Abyei Area and shares an 
international border with South Sudan. Its state capital 
is El Fula town. The state was re-established in July 
2013. West Kordofan has importance in terms of natural 
resources including animals, rain-fed agriculture and oil 
fields. There are 44 neighbourhoods and 150 villages in 
the state hosting displaced people, according to the 
International Organization for Migration (IOM) Mobility 
Tracking Round Four. 
 
Humanitarian Overview 
Conflict, protracted displacement, food insecurity, 
climate-related hazards (floods, dry spells) and 
inadequate access to basic social services are the main 
drivers of humanitarian needs in West Kordofan.  
West Kordofan State accommodates internally 
displaced persons (IDPs), South Sudanese refugees, 
and vulnerable residents who need humanitarian 
assistance, according to the 2022 Humanitarian Needs 
Overview (HNO). The economy of West Kordofan State 
is predominantly dependent on agricultural production 
consisting of rain-fed cultivation and traditional livestock 
raising by nomadic and semi-nomadic agro-pastoralists 
and sedentary groups. The main types of livelihood 
systems are nomadic and semi-nomadic pastoralist, 
sedentary agro-pastoralist, agriculture, and forest-
based activities. Livelihood systems use traditional land 
use of open grazing. They are mostly cattle breeders, 
while a few of them practice subsistence farming. 
Communities in the area still suffer from the lack of 
basic social services such as health, education and 
clean water.  
 
Key Issues 
Humanitarian Needs 

• An estimated 471,000 IDPs, returnees, 
refugees and asylum seekers in the state need 
humanitarian assistance (2022 HNO) and 
partners. 

• There are about 424,000 people—25 per cent 
of the people in the state—in crisis and above 
levels of food security between June and 
September 2022, according to the latest Sudan 
Integrated Food Security Phase Classification 
(IPC) analysis.  

• About 120,600 people in the state are 
malnourished (2022 HNO).  

• West Kordofan suffers limited access to 
agricultural supplies, which reduces the level of 
productivity. Local farmers mostly depend on 
their resources to fund their agricultural 
activities. An increase in food production 
through sustainable livelihoods will contribute 
to lower food prices, ensuring affordability 
among displaced populations and host 
communities which is vital for the overall 
improvement of food security in the state. Food 
security could be enhanced through the 

provision of food security assistance including 
seeds and tools distribution as well as longer-
term assistance. This assistance could include 
the provision of farm machinery, such as 
tractors and harvesting machines; and other 
intermediate and affordable technologies such 
as seed multiplication, farmers' fairs, etc., which 
will boost staple food production. 

 
Humanitarian Response 

• From January to June 2022, Humanitarian 
Response Plan (HRP) partners reached 7.1 
million people across the country with some 
form of humanitarian assistance. This is about 
65 per cent of the number of people targeted for 
assistance in the 2022 HRP.  

• In West Kordofan, HRP partners provided 
humanitarian assistance to about 93,000 
people, which is 23 per cent of the people 
targeted for assistance in 2022. 

 
Humanitarian Operating Environment  

• Basic infrastructure in West Kordofan is 
relatively poor, including main roads. There is 
one seasonal accessible highway running from 
the east to the west of the state which is an 
important logistics route. Northern localities are 
accessible throughout the year. Localities to the 
south become difficult to access during the 
rainy season from June to September. 

• Given the new government directives to 
facilitate humanitarian access, the state 
government is facilitating humanitarian access 
to areas controlled by the Sudan People’s 
Liberation Movement-North (SPLM-N). 

• Road conditions in the state are very poor for 
vehicular movement and combined with 
criminality, pose risks to humanitarian 
personnel. 

• International humanitarian staff are required to 
obtain Travel Notification (TN) approval by 
authorities via the Humanitarian Aid 
Commission (HAC) prior to travelling beyond 
where they are based. Approval delays may 
impact program implementation. 

• International NGOs are required to sign a 
Technical Agreement (TA) for each project with 
the Government (valid for a maximum of 12 
months). Bureaucratic delays in the approval of 
TAs impede programme delivery. 

• The state HAC is implementing a directive that 
requires HAC officers to join all humanitarian 
field missions. 

• UNHCR has a field office in El Fula that 
supports South Sudanese refugees and tracks 
their movements. Besides UNHCR, the Food 
and Agriculture Organization (FAO), IOM, the 
UN Children’s Agency (UNICEF), and the 
World Food Programme (WFP), as well as a 
few international and national NGOs, are 
present in the state.  

https://dtm.iom.int/reports/dtm-sudan-mobility-tracking-round-fourhttps:/dtm.iom.int/reports/dtm-sudan-mobility-tracking-round-four
https://dtm.iom.int/reports/dtm-sudan-mobility-tracking-round-fourhttps:/dtm.iom.int/reports/dtm-sudan-mobility-tracking-round-four
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-humanitarian-needs-overview-2022-december-2021
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-humanitarian-needs-overview-2022-december-2021
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Sudan_AcuteFoodInsecurity_2022Apr2023Feb_report.pdf
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Sudan_AcuteFoodInsecurity_2022Apr2023Feb_report.pdf
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Sudan_AcuteFoodInsecurity_2022Apr2023Feb_report.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-periodic-monitoring-report-january-june-2022
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-humanitarian-response-plan-2022-december-2021
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• The current level of international and 
humanitarian partners in the state is very 
limited and more are needed to help in the 
delivery of assistance.  

 
Humanitarian Issues 
Conflict 

• In June 2022, inter-communal conflict between 
the Misseriya and Hamar tribes led to the 
displacement of 20,000 people in six localities 
in the state, as well as the loss of lives, 
livelihoods and destruction of properties.  

• The state has also been affected by clashes in 
Abyei Area, mainly in the refugee settlement in 
Al Meiram locality.  

Floods 
• Heavy rains and flash floods have affected 

7,536 households or 37,000 people in eleven 
localities in the state as of 31 August 2022. 
Government authorities (Humanitarian Aid 
Commission and Ministry of Irrigation) and 
humanitarian partners report that 2,135 homes 
have been destroyed and 5, 401 have been 
damaged by the rains and flooding. 
Humanitarian partners on the ground are 
carrying out inter-agency assessments to verify 
numbers and determine humanitarian needs 
and response activities. 

• State HAC appealed to humanitarian partners 
to urgently respond to the life-saving needs of 
people affected by floods. 

Protection of civilians 
• The protection of civilians affected by conflict or 

natural disasters in the state is needed. In 
addition, strengthening self-reliance, facilitating 
durable solutions, and ensuring life-saving 
emergency relief is provided to the most 
vulnerable people should be prioritized. 

Protests 
• There are continued protests in the northern 

localities of An Nuhud and Al Khiwai due to the 
lack of basic services. The state has also 
witnessed the emergence of new armed groups 
namely the Tamazuj and Saif al-Haq 
Movement. The Saif al-Haq Movement 
announced on 26 July their intention to liberate 
the oil regions from the control of the central 
government and to fight against the 
marginalization of the people of the region. 

 
Humanitarian Funding 

• As of 31 August, the 2022 Sudan Humanitarian 
Response Plan (HRP) received US$608 
million—31 per cent of the requirement, 
according to the Financial Tracking System. 

 

https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/1068/summary

