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This district profile, which is based on a review of secondary data and primary data collection in the northern areas 

of the district, outlines the current humanitarian needs in Okhaldhunga and existing information gaps. 

KEY FIGURES 

33,245   households in the district       

80%       houses fully or partially damaged 

19,510   houses fully damaged  

15,682   houses partially damaged  

612        people at two sites hosting >20 households  
(Okhaldhunga CDO 17/07/2015, IOM/CCCM 20/07/2015) 

 

 

KEY ISSUES 

Parts of Okhaldunga districts have been 

severely impacted by the earthquake. 

Assessment findings on the proportion of 

houses damaged or destroyed range from 40% 

to 80%. Twenty eight percent of classrooms 

recently assessed are in school blocks 

categorized as unsafe.  Twenty six out of 50 

VDCs and one municipality were identified as 

priorities for intervention. The damage is 

concentrated in the northwestern areas of the 

district, which are also difficult to reach.  These 

areas have a large proportion of traditionally 

marginalised groups.  

 

There is a very limited presence of international 

relief organisations in the district and most of 

the response is undertaken by the district 

government and Nepali NGOs. The earthquake 

impact is further compounded by landslides 

blocking road access. In four VDCs (Bilandu, Harkapur, Prapcha and Gamnagtar), part of the population has been 

requested to temporarily relocate to safer areas due to the high risk of landslides. Temporary evacuation would 

mean leaving behind livestock and houses, and many families are therefore reluctant to move. As of 28 July 2015, 

155 households (532 people) have been relocated. The relocation sites, however, lack sanitation, water and 

electricity supply. 

 

Food security seems to be a relatively low priority in the district. However, actors indicate that the recovery of 

livelihoods is a main concern. Although limited information is available on the impact of the earthquakes on 

sources of income, the current below average rainfall is expected to negatively impact agricultural production. 

There are some additional significant information gaps related to the humanitarian impact of the earthquake, 

including a lack of data on nutrition and protection concerns.   
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http://neoc.gov.np/uploads/news/file/Bulletin%202072_20150707033926.pdf


 

Page 2 of 7 

 

DISPLACEMENT PATTERNS 

By the end of May, 85% of households were not living in the same shelter as before the earthquake 

(REACH/Shelter Cluster 07/2015). Based on the most recent population figures, this amounts to almost 27,000 

households. Most households are located in close proximity to their original residence on the same land as the 

damaged house. Only 20% of households stay 10 minutes or more from their original house. Although these 

numbers are relatively outdated, during the assessment only 9% of the population indicated that they were 

planning to return within 30 days (REACH/Shelter Cluster 07/2015). Hence, it is likely that the large majority of 

the population continues to be displaced.  

The majority of districts outside the Kathmandu Valley experienced inflows of persons after the earthquake. 

However, movement from other districts into Okhaldhunga has remained very limited.  By 20 July the district was 

hosting around 1,300 people more than usual from other districts, including migrants and those displaced due to 

earthquake damage (Flowminder 07/2015).  

Only a small percentage of the population resides in displacement sites. Two displacement sites hosting over 20 

households in Okhaldhunga were recorded during the CCCM Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) Round III. 

One hundred twenty-four households, or 612 individuals, are residing in these two sites: Dalli Danda and Deurail. 

Fear of landslides and aftershocks is the main factor preventing return. The three sites hosting over 50 households 

that were identified during the previous round of the DTM were closed by mid-July and no information was 

available on whether this population returned to their original homes or were further displaced. (CCCM 20/07/2015) 

 

Spontaneous sites in Okhaldhunga 

 

Site name Deurali Dalli Danda 

Number of people 174 438 

No of toilets on site 4 3 

Most prevalent 

health problem 

Diarrhoea Diarrhoea 

Main source of 

food 

Own cash Borrowed cash 

Source: CCCM Displacement Tracking Matrix 20/07/2015 

 

As of 28 July 2015, 155 households (532 people) have been relocated. The relocation sites, however, lack 

sanitation, water and electricity. 

Sites that have been relocated Relocation sites No of families 

Bilandu-3 Dalidada 58 

Prapcha-3 Deurali 20 

Harkapur-9 Harkapur-5 28 

Gamnangtar Kattike Singdada-5, Gamnangtar 14 

Tarkerabari-2 Tarkerabari-4, Majuwa 17 

Khijichar  Khijichar 18 

 TOTAL 155 

http://www.reachresourcecentre.info/system/files/resource-documents/reach_npl_factsheet_okhaldhunga_shelterassessment_may2015.pdf
http://www.reachresourcecentre.info/system/files/resource-documents/reach_npl_factsheet_okhaldhunga_shelterassessment_may2015.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4lMRGr0YX2aQ1R5eTV5UkttNDA/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4lMRGr0YX2aQ1R5eTV5UkttNDA/view
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HUMANITARIAN ACCESS  

A large part of the District is difficult to access from the district 

capital. Earthquake and monsoon induced natural hazards 

have further compounded already existing logistical 

constraints. Six severely affected VDCs in the north of the 

district are currently not accessible by either road or 

helicopter (Multiple sources, including District Government 

officials). 

 

 

SHELTER AND NFI 

Pre-crisis facts and figures 

 Okhaldhunga National 

Type of housing foundation   

Mud-bonded bricks/stone 96% 44% 

Cement-bonded bricks/stone 0.5% 18% 

Other 2.5% 35% 

% of households who own their housing unit  

94% 

 

85% 

Source: Census 2011 

Almost all the houses in the district (96%) are kachchi houses, a traditional house made of non-durable materials 

such as wooden flakes, bamboo and straw (2011 Census, Okhaldhunga CDO 16/07/2015) The available data on 

the proportion of houses damaged or destroyed due to the earthquakes differs significantly. According to the 

district Government office, 80% of houses in the district are partially or fully damaged. (Okhaldhunga CDO 

16/07/2015) However, the latest NEOC data indicates that 40% of houses are either damaged or destroyed. 

(NEOC 08/2015). During a REACH/Shelter Cluster Assessment in mid-May, 97% of households reported some 

sort of housing damage as a result of the earthquakes. (Shelter Cluster Assessment 29/06/2015)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Different sources of data on the status of houses 

http://cbs.gov.np/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/36%20Gorkha_VDCLevelReport.pdf
http://cbs.gov.np/wp-content/uploads/2012/Population/Monograph/Chapter%2005%20%20Houseing%20and%20Household%20Characteristics%20and%20Famil.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/nepal/nepal-earthquake-response-shelter-recovery-assessment-district-factsheets
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FOOD SECURITY AND LIVELIHOODS 

The majority of the population, over 90% of households, is engaged in subsistence farming of primarily potatoes, 

vegetables, rice and millet. In 2011, 14% of households were engaged in non-agricultural small-scale enterprises, 

primarily in services and business. Migration for employment is common in Okhaldhunga. In 2011, 42% of the 

population covered by the census had migrated outside of the district at least once in their life, one of the highest 

proportions in the country. (Census 2011)  

 

Crop calendar  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Source: Okhaldhunga CDO, SDC 

 

During May, 23 VDCs out of 50 were assessed as highly food insecure, according to a food security cluster 

assessment. No VDCs were classified as severely food insecure. In May, all VDCs were classified as having 

access to functional markets.  (Food Security Cluster 05/2015)  

Across the country, rainfall is below the long term average. In Okhaldhunga rainfall is only 56% of normal levels 

since the start of monsoon season. (Food Security Cluster 27/07/2015) The PDNA reports that 14 of the 43 small 

and medium sized irrigation schemes have been affected. (PDNA 06/2015) As a result, it is likely that water 

shortages will further negatively impact agricultural production.    

 

HEALTH AND NUTRITION 

Pre-crisis facts and figures 

 Okhaldhunga National 

Crude Death Rate per 1,000 population 7.74 7.3 

Measles vaccination coverage for infants 

(Eastern Hill) 

92% 88% 

Severe wasting (Eastern Hill) 4.2 3.2% 

Source: MICS 2014, Census 2011   

 

A health infrastructure damage assessment showed that 19 health 

facilities, or almost 35% of the 56 facilities assessed, have been 

completely damaged due to the earthquakes.  (PDNA 06/2015) There 

have been no outbreaks of communicable diseases since the 25th of 

April. (PI 29/07/2015)  

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

             

Summer rice             

Wheat             

Summer maize             

Summer potato             

Finger millet             

            

Legend  Plant  Harvest       

http://cbs.gov.np/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/National%20Report.pdf
http://neksap.org.np/uploaded/resources/Publications-and-Research/Reports/Nepal_earthquake_food_security_assessment_May-2015.pdf
http://foodsecuritycluster.net/sites/default/files/150727_MoM.pdf
http://www.npc.gov.np/web/new/uploadedFiles/allFiles/PDNA-excutiveSummary.pdf
http://unicef.org.np/uploads/files/44234273128039655-nmics-5-key-findings.pdf
http://cbs.gov.np/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/National%20Report.pdf
http://www.npc.gov.np/web/new/uploadedFiles/allFiles/PDNA-excutiveSummary.pdf
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EDUCATION 

Pre-crisis facts and figures 

 Okhaldhunga National 

Net attendance ratio (Eastern Hill) 94 86% 

Children enrolled in Early 

Childhood Development and 

schools pre-earthquake 

51,000  

   Source: Nepal Nutrition and Food Security Portal 2015,  UNFPA 2014-2, MICS 2014, Department of Education FLASH I 2014/15 

 

A school structural assessment found that 50% of 

classrooms assessed are in blocks classified as unsafe. 

Blocks in 379 schools assessed require some sort of repair. 

(DoE/Education cluster 07/2015)  

District level estimates on the status of classrooms show that 

65% of classrooms are damaged or destroyed. This 

discrepancy could be explained by the fact that the district 

level data covers all classrooms, while the school structural 

assessment was not able to reach several VDCs. 

Eight hundred and forty eight classrooms, or 28% of all 

classrooms assessed, are in blocks flagged as red and need 

to be demolished and rebuilt according to the assessor. Most 

building blocks are stone in mud wall construction. This type 

of construction has been most heavily damaged, with 50% 

of such buildings flagged as red, compared to 25% of 

buildings with bricks in cement. (DoE/Education cluster 

07/2015) 

 

In at least 71 schools, or 17% of schools assessed, there are 

no permanent toilets currently useable. In over 40% of the assessed schools, no drinking water is available on-

site. (DoE/Education cluster 07/2015) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

% of classrooms in unsafe buildings - DoE 

% of collapsed classrooms by VDC 

Schools where drinking water is available 
 

http://166.62.41.120/nnp/NNPMap/DataVisualization.html
http://countryoffice.unfpa.org/nepal/drive/PopulationMonographVolume2.pdf
http://unicef.org.np/uploads/files/44234273128039655-nmics-5-key-findings.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/nepal/assessment/150715-assessment-profile-okhaldunghapdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/nepal/assessment/150715-assessment-profile-okhaldunghapdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/nepal/assessment/150715-assessment-profile-okhaldunghapdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/nepal/assessment/150715-assessment-profile-okhaldunghapdf
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WASH 

Pre-crisis facts and figures 

 Okhaldhunga National 

Access to improved drinking water sources 85.2% 85.9% 

% of households with toilets 70.6% Urban: 90.1% 

Rural: 54.3%   

Number of VDCs declared Open Defecation 

Free pre-earthquakes 

5 out of 56, 9% 1042 VDCs out of 3,625, 29%  

   Sources: DWSS 20/01/2014, DWSS 21/10/2013, Census 2011 

 

According to the Water Supply and Sewage District Office, over 10,000 latrines were destroyed in the earthquake. 

However, despite the earthquake impact, the number of VDCs declared Open Defecation Free (ODF) increased 

from five before the earthquakes to 11 currently. A classification according to priority by the WASH cluster, in 

cooperation with the district government, identified 25 VDCs as priorities for intervention, mostly in the west of the 

country. 

 

 
WASH prioritisation of VDCs 

 

Source: WASH Cluster 06/2015 

http://www.dwss.gov.np/
http://www.wash-rcnn.net.np/images/pdf/rcnn%20odf%20flyer%20final.pdf
file:///C:/Users/UNOCHA/Dropbox/Nepal%20Assessment%20Unit/03.%20SDR/01.%20Baseline%20data/00.%20General%20Profile/2011%20UNFPA%20-%20PopulationMonographVolume3.pdf
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PROTECTION 

The main marginalised groups in Okhaldhunga are Kami, Damai, Sarki, Gharti and Majhi. Dalits form around 10% 

of the district population. An assessment in the earthquake affected districts showed that Dalits are not members 

of the District Disaster Relief Committee. 

There is no information available on the 

representation of other marginalised groups in 

decision-making bodies. (ADRF 25/05/2015) 

The Central Child Welfare Board indicated in 

June that 22 children from Okhaldhunga are 

still unaccounted for after the earthquake.  

(Local Media 18/06/2015)  

Child labour is traditionally widespread in the 

Eastern Hill region, of which Okhaldhunga is a 

part. In 2011, 35% of children between 12 and 

14 years of age were involved in economic 

activity for over 14 hours per week, compared 

to 15% nationally. (MICS 2014) There is no 

information available on the adoption of 

negative coping mechanisms following the 

earthquake, including child labour, or other 

protection concerns.  

 

INFORMATION GAPS 

 Geographic: There is only very limited assessment information for Okhaldhunga. No recent VDC specific 

assessments were available to the Assessment Unit at the time of publication.  

 Sectoral: Alarmingly high levels of severe wasting (nutrition) were recorded by the MICS 2014 in 

Okhaldhunga. However, there is no updated information on the impact of the crisis on nutrition. Protection 

concerns as a result of the earthquake are an additional key information gap. To inform early recovery 

interventions, additional information on the impact of livelihoods on a VDC level is required.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Assessment Unit welcomes all information that could complement this report. For more information, comments or 

questions please email nepalassessments@humanitarianresponse.info  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Office of the United Nations  

Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator 

 

http://idsn.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/REPORT-OF-IMMEDIATE-ASSESSMENT-Relief-for-Dalits-in-NEPAL-2015.pdf
http://www.ekantipur.com/2015/06/18/top-story/237-kids-missing-after-great-quake/406704.html
http://unicef.org.np/blogs/2015/01/14/nepal-multiple-indicator-cluster-survey-nmics-2014-key-findings-released
mailto:nepalassessments@humanitarianresponse.info

