
 The fi ghting in Mogadishu, Gedo and parts of the Lower Juba regions continued to 
impact on civilians with approximately 23,600 displaced in March due to both confl ict 
and drought. Of concern is that children were involved as fi ghters in Belet Xaawo, 
Gedo region and a signifi cant number of them were killed. Limited access to basic food 
commodities and increased food prices in the confl ict areas continued to place many 
people in precarious situations. 

 In March, a Food Security Alert warned that the likely poor performance of the Gu (April-
June) rains in Somalia is expected to result in a further deterioration in the food security 
situation. More than 50,000 people have been displaced due to drought since December 
2010. Emergency contingency planning, including new response strategies, have been 
called for to address current and expected food defi cits and malnutrition.

 A comprehensive contingency plan for south central regions was developed in response 
to confl ict and drought scenarios with working fi gures of approximately 192,000 new 
displacements (142,000 due to confl ict if fi ghting continues and 50,000 due to the 
drought).  The total requirement for the additional needs is estimated at US$15.7 million, 
excluding the Food Assistance Cluster, which will need an additional 46,112 metric tons 
of food commodities, and the Shelter Cluster, which has a defi cit of 2,473 Non-Food Item 
(NFI) kits.

 The humanitarian community continued to respond to communities most aff ected by 
the drought and confl ict. In Gedo region, more than 2,000 NFI kits were distributed to 
families aff ected by the confl ict in Belet Xaawo. In Sanaag region, 680 children under 5 
years of age are being screened monthly for malnutrition. In Puntland, a water voucher 
activity started in 63 drought-aff ected locations benefi ting 30,600 people. The National 
Immunization Days took place between 20-28 March throughout Somalia targeting 1.8 
million children under 5 years old.

 There has been a marked reduction in overall funding levels for Somalia in the last two 
years. The decline has been obscured by the funds carried over from previous years. 
Somalia received US$429 million in 2008 (without carry-over) compared to $342 million 
received in 2009, while $251 million was received in 2010. The decline in new funding 
between 2008 and 2010 was $178 million – a 41 per cent decline. 
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Confl ict and Displacement 
Fighting between the African Union Mission 
to Somalia (AMISOM) and the Transitional 
Federal Government (TFG) forces against 
Al Shabaab continued in Mogadishu. The 
shelling of Bakara Market limited civilians’ 
access to the market and aff ected their sources 
of livelihoods. The shelling has also led to 
increased prices of basic food commodities. 
According to WHO, approximately 480 
people, including 26 children under 5 years 
of age, were admitted to the two main 
hospitals in Mogadishu in March. According 
to various sources, an estimated 150 civilians 
were killed while more than 500 others were 
wounded in the streets of Mogadishu during 
fi erce fi ghting. Since January, at least 1,200 
weapon-related casualties were admitted 
to the two main hospitals. A 40 per cent 
increase in the number of admissions has 
been reported by WHO since mid-February 

2011. The fi gures may rise if the confl ict 
continues. In March, insecurity was the main 
cause of displacement. According to UNHCR, 
approximately 23,600 people were displaced 
countrywide in March with 76 per cent of 
them displaced due to insecurity.  
  
Fighting continued in Belet Xaawo town in 
Gedo region during the month between pro-
TFG forces and Al Shabaab militia causing 
the displacement of nearly 80 percent of the 
population (approximately 34,000) people. 
The Kenya Red Cross registered 11,000 
people in Kenya’s border town of Mandera 
who settled in a camp at Garaqole, 8km west 
of Mandera town.  However, on 16 March, the 
camp was closed by the Kenyan Government 
forcing the majority of the IDPs to move back 
to Belet Xaawo. With the current military 
movements by the pro-TFG and Al Shabaab 
forces in the region, movement back to Belet 

Xaawo may be temporary.

More fi ghting was reported between Ahlu 
Sunnah Wal-Jama’a and Al Shabaab in Ceel 
Gaaal and Wadi Harar villages outside Belet 
Weyne town, Hiraan region, as well as in 
Waro-Dhumo, Galgaduud region. Pastoralist 
families were displaced into Maxaas town, 
the majority of those displaced being 
women and children.  

Some key protection issues emerged 
following the confl ict in Gedo, Hiraan, and 
Juba regions. UNICEF expressed concern 
regarding the severe impact of the confl ict 
on children and young people. In a press 
release issued 11 March, UNICEF said that 
in Belet Xaawo, children were involved as 
fi ghters and a signifi cant number were killed. 
According to reports, intense fi ghting in 
Dhuusamarreeb and Ceel Bur in Galgaduud 
region also resulted in many child casualties. 
The statement also said that there are reports 
of children being captured by pro-TFG forces 
in Belet Xaawo in connection with the 
fi ghting but there is no detailed information 
on the conditions under which the children 
are being held. The UNICEF Representative to 
Somalia, Rozanne Chorlton, said, “All fi ghting 
parties are accountable to ensure that 
children deprived of their liberty for reasons 
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related to the armed confl ict are under 
all circumstances treated humanely and 
provided with the care, protection and aid 
they require in accordance with International 
Humanitarian Law (IHL) and human rights 
law and with special consideration for their 
status as children.”  

Reports also indicate that civilians are 
being threatened by parties to the confl ict 
with severe consequences if found giving 
information or siding with the perceived 
enemies. In Bay and Bakool regions, Al 
Shabaab offi  cials threatened to severely 
punish anyone who is found spying for the 
TFG or Ethiopian troops, while in Belet Xaawo 
some young people are still reportedly in 
custody after they were accused of allegedly 
fi ghting alongside Al Shabaab. Such threats 
will pose huge challenges for civilians trying 
to make a living by selling commodities who 
could be mistaken for spying for either side.  

The current off ensive by the TFG against 
Al Shabaab, that began on 23 February, is 
expected to continue. The TFG is said to have 
so far captured several Al Shabaab territories 
in Mogadishu and parts of Gedo region. 
Major civilian displacement and casualties 
are expected to occur if the current off ensive 
spreads to Bay, Bakool and the Juba regions 
or if Al Shabaab carries out retaliation attacks 
to recover territories lost to pro-TFG forces. 
The current drought situation in the country, 
compounded by the off ensives, further 
complicates the situation. The majority of the 
civilian population cannot aff ord to evacuate 
their families and may fi nd themselves 

trapped in a confl ict zone.

The majority of people in need of 
humanitarian assistance are in south and 
central regions of Somalia. Access to these 
vulnerable populations has been a major 
concern for the humanitarian community 
and has steadily declined over the past 
few years. The current confl ict and the 
restrictions of vehicle movement as well as 
road blockades with mines and Improvised 

Explosive Device (IEDs) has exposed the 
civilian population to danger, particularly 
women and children. Although IHL stipulates 
the need to protect civilians and provide 
humanitarian access, parties to the Somali 
confl ict are not abiding to these provisions. 
All parties to the current confl ict are urged 
to ensure that civilians are protected from 
becoming the main victims and must also 
do more to alleviate the suff ering caused by 
their military actions.

Drought Update/Response
On 21 March, the Famine Early Warning 
Systems Network (FEWSNET) issued a 

Food Security Alert warning that the likely 
poor performance of the April-June rains 
in Somalia is expected to result in further 
deterioration in the food security. The most-
likely scenario is that the erratic distribution 
of the rainfall over space and time may 
signifi cantly reduce its utility for crop and 
pasture growth. In the worst-case scenario, 
signifi cantly below average Gu rains will 
occur and result in poor crop production, 
sustained high prices and very limited 
pasture/water replenishment in key grazing 
areas. Emergency contingency planning and 
the development of new response strategies 
to address current and expected food defi cits 
and malnutrition are critical to save lives.

The current drought situation continues 
to cause displacement, particularly of the 
pastoralist communities in various parts of 
the country. Since December 2010, UNHCR 
estimates that more than 50,000 people have 
been displaced countrywide due to drought.

In response to the confl ict and drought, 
the Inter-Cluster Working Group (ICWG) 
prepared a comprehensive contingency 
plan for drought and confl ict in south 
central regions. The planning scenarios 
are that if the fi ghting continues, at least 
for the next 4-6 weeks, approximately 
192,000 new displacements may occur 
(142,000 due to confl ict and 50,000 due 
to the drought). It is also anticipated that 
200,000 IDPs displaced in the Afgooye 
corridor may return to Mogadishu if the 
TFG secures more territory. Humanitarian 
access may improve but many areas will 

A women receiving an NFIs kit in Belet Xaawo, Gedo region. About 3,000 NFI kits benefi ting 24,000 people were distributed to IDPs aff ected by fi ghting in March. 
Photo credit: ASEP.

Since December 2010, 
UNHCR estimates that more 
than 50,000 people have 
been displaced countrywide 
due to drought
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continue to be inaccessible due to insecurity. 
Activities such as reviewing more 
emergency proposals and pre-positioning 
supplies in strategic locations are under 
consideration to address response. The total 
requirements for the additional needs are 
estimated at US$15.7 million, excluding the 
Food Assistance Cluster, which will need 
an additional 46,112 metric tons of food 
commodities, and the Shelter Cluster which 
has a defi cit of 2,473 NFI kits. 

Response in Mogadishu 
An emergency distribution of high energy 
biscuits, fortifi ed with vitamins and minerals 
began on the outskirts of Mogadishu 
benefi ting 50,000 drought-aff ected people 
in 20 settlements. The distribution followed 
an assessment by WFP, the Danish Refugee 
Council (DRC) and the Norwegian Refugee 
Council (NRC) of the needs of families 
displaced due to drought. More than 85,000 
cooked meals continue to be provided on 
a daily basis at 19 feeding centers while 
nearly 240,000 people continue to benefi t 
from food assistance on a monthly basis. 
An additional 6,000 people displaced in 
Xamar Weyne, Waaberi, Hodan, Wadajir and 
Dharkenley districts also benefi ted from an 
assortment of food commodities. 

During March, nutrition and health partners 
launched a Maternal and Neo-natal tetanus 
(MNT), DPT, and Measles campaign covering 
fi ve districts in Mogadishu including Wadajir, 
Dharkenley, Waaberi, Hamar Jajab and 
Hamar Weyne. The programme is expected 
to target more than 496,000 people, 
including 114,000 women of child bearing 
age and 20,000 children under one year and 
84,000 children under fi ve years of age, who 
are most vulnerable to these infections. 
Water Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 
partners are supporting the rehabilitation of 
six additional water points to benefi t 18,000 

people in response to the increased infl ux of 
drought-aff ected people into Mogadishu. 

Response in the rest of Somalia   
On 23-24 March, Shelter and NFI partners 
distributed 3,000 NFI kits to families aff ected 
by the confl ict in Belet Xaawo, Gedo region. 
National NGOs are chlorinating more than 
100 shallow wells, which will benefi t some 
200 households in Gedo. In Baardheere 
district, water committees, in collaboration 
with a local NGO, distributed 15,000 sachets 
of chloro-fl ocs (water makers) and 7,300 
aqua tabs, benefi ting 555 drought-aff ected 
households.

A total of 13,000 metric tons of mixed food 
commodities  were distributed countrywide 
to one million benefi ciaries through 

emergency school feeding, food for assets, 
food for work, food for training, nutrition 
programmes, general food distributions 
and wet feeding. Out of the total targeted 
benefi ciaries, 355,000 were in Mogadishu, 
302,000 in central regions, 250,000 in 
Puntland and 117,000 in Somaliland. The 
increased tonnage is due to a delayed delivery 
in February, which resulted in 192,000 
benefi ciaries receiving their February rations 
in the fi rst few days of March and their March 
rations at the end of the month, although 
rations were again reduced from the normal 
amounts due to commodity shortfalls.

A water distribution was conducted by 

the WASH cluster through vouchers in 
Wamabata and other drought-aff ected areas 
in Diinsoor, Bay region, benefi ting more 
than 1,900 households (11,000 people). 
The newly introduced voucher system will 
enable low-income families to purchase 
water locally. This not only guarantees 
families a water supply even as prices rise 
but ensures that it is for household use. In 
Bay region, more than 42,000 people in nine 
villages are benefi tting from the Operation 
and Maintenance of water systems. In Lower 
Shabelle, some 91,000 people in 16 villages 
in Wanla-Weyn district are benefi ting from 
the distribution of water purifi cation agents, 
soap, jerry cans.

In Puntland, fi ve boreholes have been 
rehabilitated and are supplying water to 
47,500 village residents and pastoralist 
communities in fi ve districts. In Bari region, 
a water voucher system was started in 
63 drought-eff ected locations benefi ting 
30,600 people. Ten boreholes were 
rehabilitated in Sool and Sanaag and are 
benefi ting 47,000 drought-aff ected people. 

In south Mudug and Galgaduud regions, 
35 Health Post kits (comprising of a clinical 
thermometer, surgical scissors, and infant 
weighing scale among other medical items) 
were distributed to three Mother and Child 
Health Centers (MCH) in three districts 
benefi ting 72,600 people. 

In south central, more than 363,000 children 
under 5 years of age are receiving acute 
malnutrition screening and referral services 
in 53 Outpatient Therapeutic Programmes 
(OTP), 14 Supplementary Feeding 
Programmes and a Stabilization Center.

In Puntland, health partners provided 
supplies to 27 MCHs, 15 health points, one 
hospital and four new Oral Re-hydration 
treatment sites (ORTs) established in eight 
districts, benefi ting 185,000 people. Training 
was conducted in Garowe for 26 monitors 
and supervisors of Integrated Outreach 
Services for 14 districts aff ected by drought.

The rehabilitation of four additional 
boreholes was completed in Sanaag 
(Eulmidgan, Dogble, Eilabuh, Arma) 
benefi ting more than 27,000 people. The 
chlorination of 1,149 water tankers is 
benefi ting 53,910 people in 10 drought-
aff ected villages of Sanaag. More than 
50,000 people in 11 drought-aff ected 
villages in Sool region are benefi ting from 
the chlorination of 2,175 water tankers.

Some 16 latrines were constructed/
rehabilitated in six schools in villages in 
Karkar region benefi ting 1,000 school 
children. Regular water trucking began in 
four schools in Karkar to prevent student 
drop out and school closure.  In addition, 

A new borehole in a remote drought-aff ected village in Galinsor, Mudug region, was completed and is now 
benefi ting 15,000 people in the area. Photo credit: UNICEF

13,000 metric tons of mixed 
food commodities  were 
distributed countrywide to 
1 million benefi ciaries
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eight water taps were installed in six drought-
aff ected schools. Hygiene and sanitation 
promotion activities are ongoing in drought-
aff ected areas in Karkar benefi ting 2,000 
people, mostly school children. 

A new borehole in a remote and drought-
stricken village in Galinsor, Mudug region, 
was constructed and will benefi t 15,000 
people (mostly pastoralists in the area).

In Somaliland, four boreholes were 
rehabilitated supplying water to more than 
57,700 drought-aff ected people in four 
districts.

Acute Water Diarrhoea (AWD) update 
WHO noted a steady increase in the 
number of AWD cases in Banadir Hospital 
in Mogadishu. From 18-15 March, 136 cases 
were treated including 112 children under 
5 years of age, of whom three died. This 
represents a 37 per cent increase from the 
previous week when 85 cases were reported 
including 75 children (88 per cent), with four 
related deaths. Out of 80 samples taken for 
laboratory confi rmation, fi ve tested positive 
for cholera. 

WHO says the reason AWD cases are on the 
rise is the congestion in IDP settlements 

in Mogadishu, scarcity of water due to the 
drought leading to consumption of water 
from contaminated sources. The onset of the 
rainy season is likely to enhance transmission 
of AWD. Two trainings for AWD case 
detection, management and control were 
conducted in Baidoa, Bay region, and Xudur, 
Bakool region. 

Diarrhea disease kits were pre-positioned 
in Marka and Qoryooley hospitals in Lower 
Shabelle region.

 Of Note:
Funding update 
OCHA has just published the Humanitarian Funding Analysis for 
Somalia for 2010. By the end of 2010, the Somalia Consolidated 
Appeal (CAP) was 67 per cent funded at US$404 million out of the 
required $596 million. Despite the fact that Somalia was the second-
best funded humanitarian appeal worldwide, there has been a steady 
decline in the amount of new funding received since 2008. Somalia 
received $429 million in new funding in 2008, $342 million in 2009, 
and $251 million in 2010, representing a $178 million decline (41 per 
cent) in new funding between 2008 and 2010. Carry-over funds from 
previous years have obscured the decline over the last two years. For 
example, as much as $216 million ($190 million of which was money 
for food aid pledged at the end of the year) was carried over from 2008 
into 2009. In 2010, almost 40 per cent of the CAP funding, or $153 
million of the $404 million, was a carry-over from 2009. In 2011, the 
carry-over from 2010 declined to some $74 million. 

By 1 March 2011, $58 million in new CAP funding had been received, 
which was more than received at the same time in 2010, indicating 
that the CHF has attracted early funding pledges from donors. 
However, following patterns of previous years, the carry-over into 2011 
was $73 million, representing more than half the available funding of 
$131 million by 1 March, but a substantially lower amount than at the 
same time the previous year, indicating the operation is getting leaner. 
By the end of March, the CAP was 27 per cent funded at $145 million 
(including carry-over) with the Food, Nutrition and WASH Clusters 38, 
18 and 15 per cent funded respectively. Of concern is the low funding 
received by the Agriculture and Livelihoods and Protection Clusters at 
8 and 7 per cent funded respectively. 

Common Humanitarian Fund (CHF) - Second Standard Allocation
A total of 90 CHF projects have been approved by the Humanitarian 
Coordinator (HC) for funding based on the cluster recommendations 
following the launch of second standard allocation of the CHF in 
February. Individual project review and regular updates will be posted 
on the OCHA Somalia website (http://ochaonline.un.org/somalia/CHF) 
every Friday until all endorsed projects are cleared and funds disbursed. 
The HC allocated US$35 million to strategic drought response 
(south 60%, central 25% and north 15%). The prioritized sectors are 
Agriculture and Livelihoods, Health, Nutrition, Water Sanitation and 
Hygiene, Shelter and Protection. The standard allocation builds on the 
Consolidated Appeal for 2011 as the programmatic framework and 
humanitarian strategy for the year.

Promoting Gender Equality
The IASC GenCap (Gender Standby Capacity) Adviser, an inter-
agency resource on Gender Equality Programming, arrived in March 
and is being hosted by OCHA Somalia. The Advisor will mainly focus 
on the IASC Gender Marker (GM) system in the Somalia CAP 2011 
and 2012 and specifi cally provide follow up, technical support and 

capacity building to the Inter-agency Standing Committee (IASC) 
cluster chairs and co-chairs, Gender Marker Focal Points, Gender 
Focal Points and other humanitarian actors. The GM facilitates the 
tracking of gender allocation in humanitarian projects and nurtures 
gender equality results. This will also include prevention and 
response to Gender Based Violence in all sectors of humanitarian 
response. The challenges are tremendous, especially when the 
Somalia operation is managed remotely, the security situation makes 
access problematic, and drought is increasing human suff ering and 
lives and livelihoods are being threatened. Nevertheless, we can 
make a diff erence to the lives of the vulnerable and at risk individuals 
and groups when we promote gender equality programming by 
addressing the diff erent needs, priorities and concerns of women, 
girls, boys and men through the diff erent clusters in humanitarian 
action. The Gender Marker has already proved to be a practical and 
result-focused tool demonstrating positive results.

The IASC Gender Marker (GM) was rolled out in Somalia in
 the Consolidated Appeal Process (CAP) in 2009/2010, the largest 
global funding appeal for humanitarian action, and Gender and 
Humanitarian Action. The GM also responds to the UN Security 
Council, General Assembly, and humanitarian community demands 
for tracking 
a l l o c a t i o n s 
for gender 
and ensuring 
h u m a n i t a r i a n 
action is equally 
meeting the 
distinct needs of 
female and male 
b e n e f i c i a r i e s . 
Whilst the 
challenges are 
huge, the GM as a 
tool has opened 
space for discussion and debate on “what a good project is,” or “what 
the impact of gender blind programming is” and “what gender 
standards need to be systematically observed in each sector.”  

National Immunization Days (NIDs)
The NIDs took place from 20 March throughout Somalia targeting 1.8 
million children under 5 years of age to ensure that no eligible child 
is left unvaccinated during the three-day campagin. The campaign 
was spearheded by health authorities and other partners in all three 
regions of Somalia. In 2010, nearly 800,000 children missed out on 
the opportunity to receive Polio drops due to insecurity, especially 
in southern Somalia. The WHO and UNICEF Representatives called 
on all parties to the ongoing confl ict to respect the humanitarian 
mandate of the vaccination teams and guarantee their safe passage 
across the country. Somalia has been Polio free for the past four 
years. 

We can make a diff erence 
to the lives of the 

vulnerable and at risk 
individuals and groups 

when we promote gender 
equality programming


