
 
 
 

The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to 
Coordinate the global emergency response to save lives and protect people in humanitarian crises. 

We advocate for effective and principled humanitarian action by all, for all. 
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Situation Overview 

Initial Damage Assessments (IDAs) are continuing.  
 
Access to safe water still remains an issue across Tonga. Households on Tongatapu are still relying on bottled water and 
rainwater in tanks for drinking and cooking. Bottled water is running out in shops, and some households are not using 
rainwater from tanks given potential ash contamination. The Western District on Tongatapu (population approx. 2,000) does 
not have access to drinking water and water will need to be trucked in over the coming days. Ground water on the main 
islands of Ha’apai is also unsafe for drinking due to high saltwater contamination. 
 
Reconnaissance flights confirmed yesterday that Niuas and Vava’u have only experienced light ash coverage and no 
notable damage. 
 
The Government of Tonga has reinstated the 72-hour quarantine requirement for all cargo arriving in-country, except for 
water. 
 
The Tongan Government held a press conference today, announcing a cash grant to households that have sustained 
severe damage, a monthly stipend to the elderly and those with disabilities. 
 
The port facilities were inspected by the New Zealand navy and declared fit for service. 
 
 

Humanitarian Needs and Response  
 
On 19 January, the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) issued an Emergency 
Plan of Action (EPoA) Tonga: Volcano and Tsunami DREF of CHF 430,666 to assist 7,549 people (1,258 households) 
throughout the country with support in shelter and essential household items, health , WASH, PGI, and support for RFL 
and PFA where necessary. Implementing agency will be the Tongan Red Cross Society and partner organizations. 
 
The National Emergency Management Organization (NEMO) has approached Fiji with a request for assistance. The list 
of most needed items (however, without specific quantities) includes: tarpaulins, shelter tool kits, WASH kits, Hygiene 
Kits, kitchen sets, cleaning agents, shovels wheel barrows, brooms, solar lights, tents, chainsaws, water tanks, PPEs, 
mops, scrubbing brushes, emergency blankets and non-perishable food. Fijian authorities are intending to send a cargo 
vessel with above-mentioned items to Tonga on 28 January, 2022. The list has been shared with PHT cluster coordinators 
for discussion. 
 
 

Partner Action 
New Zealand: HMNZS Wellington arrived in Tonga on 20 January, 2022, and has surveyed the Nuku’alofa port and 

confirmed it is open and clear of hazard. It carries Hydrographic Survey and Diving Teams as well as a helicopter. HMNZS 

Aotearoa arrived in the capital today and is offloading supplies this afternoon (bulk water supplies and humanitarian and 

disaster relief stores, including a load of 250,000 litres of water and a desalination plant that can produce 70,000 litres per 

day. These will be quarantined for 72 hours according to requirements reinstated by the Government of Tonga. Another 

vessel, the HMNZS Canterbury is departing overnight and is due to arrive in Tonga on 25 January, 2022. It carries 

tarpaulins, water containers, milk powder, as well as engineering equipment to clear debris and two helicopters. 

New Zealand announced it will provide an additional NZD 2 million in humanitarian funding to Tonga. This brings New 

Zealand’s total financial contribution to NZD 3 million. NZD 1.5 million of the additional funding will go towards deploying 

more relief supplies on upcoming flights as well as water generation capability and clean-up equipment. It will also fund 

relief activities undertaken by local authorities and humanitarian organizations, and other request from the Tongan 
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Government as required. The remaining NZD 500,000 will go towards a New Zealand Disaster Response Partnership round 

for NZ NGOs working with local partners. 

Australia: The Ministry of Defence, as part of the whole-of-Australian Government effort coordinated by DFAT, has 

established Operation Tonga Assist 2022. The delivery of supplies is part of the initial package of urgent humanitarian 

assistance. This is in addition to the Australian Government’s existing stores in Tonga, which are already being distributed 

to the most affected regions via two Guardian-class patrol boats and a landing craft that were gifted by Australia to Tonga 

earlier. 

HMAS Adelaide departed Brisbane for Tonga today carrying relief supplies from the UK and Australia (DFAT) as well as 

from humanitarian partners, such as UNICEF.  

United Kingdom: UK-funded supplies are onboard HMAS Adelaide. In addition, the UK’s own vessel, the HMS Spey, has 

today set sail from Tahiti to Tonga carrying 30,000 litres of bottled water, 200 sets of PPE, some 400 First Aid kits, and 

portable water containers. 

Norway: USD 50,000 to assist IFRC’s DREF.  

  

 

 


