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       HIGHLIGHTS 

  

• Between 17 and 20 May, 
the Humanitarian and 
Resilience Donor Group 
(HRDG), visited Amhara 
and Afar regions to see 
first-hand the 
humanitarian situation in 
conflict-affected areas. 
 

• In Eastern Amhara, the 
delegation met with 
affected communities 
and local authorities. 
They visited conflicted-
affected Lay Sayda 
primary school in Wag 
Hamra and Woinye 
primary school in North 
Wello; Mersa primary 
hospital, and Atse Whua 
kebele in North Wello 
Zone and Kelem Meda 
kebele in South Wello 
Zone. 
  

• In Afar, the delegation 
met with the regional 
authorities and affected 
communities in Euwa 
and Chifra woredas in 
Zone 4. They also 
visited Dubti regional 
referral hospital and 
Semera, Agatina and 
Guyah dispacement 
sites.  They took note of 
the dire situation at 
Semera displaced site 
and the substandard 
health situation in the 
hospital.  

 
 

 

  

Humanitarian and Resilience Donor Group Visits 
Afar and Amhara regions 
Between 17 and 20 May, the Humanitarian and Resilience Donor Group (HRDG), visited 
Amhara and Afar regions to see first-hand the humanitarian situation of populations living in 
conflict-affected areas. The HRDG is a platform allowing donors to coordinate their activities 
in support of a strategic, effective, efficient, and principled humanitarian response. Their 
secondary goal is to promote coordinated and, where possible, collaborative resilience-
building activities in Ethiopia. 

In Eastern Amhara, the delegation met 
with affected communities and local 
authorities. They visited conflicted-
affected Lay Sayda primary school in 
Wag Hamra and Woinye primary school 
in North Wello; Mersa primary hospital, 
and Atse Whua (Gashena) kebele  in 
North Wello Zone and Kelem Meda 
kebele in Dessie, South Wello Zone. The 
delegation also visited METEC, Mebrat 
Hayl and Weleh sites for internally 
displaced persons (IDPs) in and around 
Sekota Town, Wag Hamra Zone, and 
witnessed the critical need to alleviate 
the overcrowded conditions at the sites 
by increasing emergency shelter, 
providing non-food items (ES/NFIs) and 
food, health, and water, sanitation and 
hygiene (WASH) services. In addition, 
the HRDG visited Jara IDP site in Wag 
Hamra Zone, hosting over 22,000 IDPs 
at the site as of the end of May, 
according to the Ethiopia Disaster Risk 
Management Commission. During the 
HRDG’s engagement with IDP 
representatives, the critical shortage of 
food, WASH, shelter, and health 
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Figure 1 Breastfeeding mothers, mostly with twin 
children, expressing their dissatisfaction on the lack of 
response and protection concerns at Weleh IDP site, 
Wag Hamra Zone. Photo Credit: Mengistu Dargie/OCHA 
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       HIGHLIGHTS 

  

• As the humanitarian 
needs in Ethiopia remain 
unabated, women and 
girls continue to face 
increased risk of sexual 
and gender-based 
violence (SGBV), and 
sexual exploitation and 
abuse (SEA). 
 

• A novel, three-phased 
approach to engage with 
communities on PSEA in 
Ethiopia is currently 
being implemented 
through a pilot project 
financed by the 
Ethiopian Humanitarian 
Fund (EHF), as part of 
the drought response in 
the Somali Region 
 

• The aim of the project is 
to change the dynamics 
that surround protection 
risks, including SEA, 
which often surround 
power imbalances 
between groups such as 
men, women, aid 
workers and 
beneficiaries 

 
 

services was highlighted. They also mentioned that they were afraid the shelter situation at 
the site will worsen as progress of new shelter construction is slow and the rainy season is 
fast approaching. The delegation observed the critical need to strengthen the response in 
IDP settings and reaffirmed their commitment to advocate for more funding to this end. 

In Afar, the delegation met with the regional authorities and affected communities in Euwa 
and Chifra woredas in Zone 4. They also visited Dubti regional referral hospital and Semera, 
Agatina and Guyah IDP sites.  They took note of the dire situation at Semera IDP site and 
the substandard health situation in the hospital. 

In Euwa and Chifra woredas, the HRDG delegation interacted with populations who have 
recently returned to their areas of origin and noted the required support to rebuild their 
livelihoods, including rehabilitation of infrastructure and provision of basic services such as 
health, education, clean water, and livelihoods.  

The Afar head of Disaster Preparedness and Food Security Programme Coordination Office 
(DPFSPCO), Mr. Mohammed Hussien noted: “We are happy that the HRDG chose to come 
to Afar to witness first-hand the needs in the region. Most donor missions only focused on 
Tigray and Amhara, leaving Afar without a voice to escalate the huge humanitarian needs 
in the region”. 

A pilot project launched for preventing and 
responding to sexual exploitation and abuse 
As the humanitarian needs in Ethiopia remain unabated, women and girls continue to face 
increased risk of sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV), through sexual exploitation 
and abuse (SEA). Sexual exploitation is understood to be any actual or attempted abuse of 
a position of vulnerability, differential power or trust, for sexual purposes. This can be for 
monetary, social,or political gain. In parallel, sexual abuse broadly describes actual or 
threatened physical intrusion of a sexual nature, whether by force or under unequal or 
coercive conditions. In response, the Inter-Agency Network for Protection Against Sexual 
Exploitation and Abuse (PSEA) in Ethiopia works to establish robust and sustainable 
systems for preventing and responding to SEA incidents. 

A novel, three-phased approach to engage 
with communities on PSEA in Ethiopia is 
currently being implemented through a pilot 
project financed by the Ethiopian 
Humanitarian Fund (EHF), as part of the 
drought response in the Somali Region. The 
project will see a gender balanced team of 
six researchers travelling to eleven sites 
across nine woredas and four zones to 
conduct focus groups with over 200 
individuals. The team will gain insights from 
focus group discussions with women and 
girls in affected communities to be used in 
response PSEA strategies and interventions. 

The aim of the project is to change the 
dynamics that surround protection risks, 
including SEA, which often surround power 
imbalances between groups such as men, 
women, aid workers and beneficiaries. To do 
this, a comprehensive understanding of the 
affected communities and their context is 
required. The long-term goal of PSEA is to 
create an environment where community 
member members and aid workers feel safe, 
using other activities such as information 
campaigns and training sessions to achieve 
this. In doing so, communities and 

individuals are encouraged to report SEA incidents, with the knowledge that their complaints 

Figure 2 IASC’s core principles relating to sexual 
exploitation and abuse by humanitarian workers 
in Ethiopia (in Amharic) 
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       HIGHLIGHTS 

  

• “I came to Sekota by the 
end of January this year 
and I have been at the 
METEC displacement 
site for the last three 
months with no sufficient 
food, water, and latrine 
services.” 
 

• “I can’t help crying when 
I see students with 
school uniforms. There 
are no special 
arrangements made for 
displaced people like me 
to receive education and 
I have no idea of what is 
going to happen 
tomorrow.”  
 

• Figures from the Amhara 
regional education 
bureau show that over 
4,100 schools are either 
fully or partially 
damaged and 301 
schools are closed due 
to insecurity in the 
region, leaving a total of 
over 715,000 children 
out of school as of May 
2022.  

 
 

 

will be handled confidentially and efficiently. A planned expansion of the programme is 
anticipated to reach Southern Nations, Nationalities, and Peoples (SNNP) and Amhara 
regions, with resources being further mobilized to ensure communities are consulted across 
all regions of Ethiopia. With the pilot and anticipated expansion, it is hoped that a more 
accountable humanitarian response, better protection for victims, and greater awareness of 
SEA will be achieved for all during this time of crisis.  

 

Human story: “I can’t help crying when I see 
students with school uniforms” says Atsede, who 
dropped out of high school due to conflict.  
Atsede Woldeselassie, 19, completed 
11th grade at Giffele High School, 
Abergele Woreda, Wag Hamra Zone, 
Amhara. As the conflict erupted in her 
area in December 2021, she was 
displaced and dropped out of high 
school as a result. “I came to Sekota by 
the end of January this year and I have 
been at the METEC displacement site 
for the last three months with no 
sufficient food, water, and latrine 
services” she said. “I am so sad and 
frustrated because I could not continue 
high school here in Sekota as it was 
already late [to join the school year] 
when I got here as an IDP. I can’t help 
crying when I see students with school 
uniforms. There are no special 
arrangements made for displaced 
people like me to receive education and 
I have no idea of what is going to 
happen tomorrow. I am not quite sure if 
I can ever go back to school.” She 
wishes for further support to help 
displaced students access education.  

Figures from the Amhara regional 
education bureau show that over 4,100 
schools are either fully or partially 
damaged and 301 schools are closed 
due to insecurity in the region, leaving 
a total of over 715,000 children out of school as of May 2022. Education partners have 
responded with measures such as school feeding services, mental health and psychosocial 
support (MHPSS) training provided to educators, and alternative learning programmes 
implemented across Amhara. Overall, the situation in Northern Ethiopia remains challenging 
for education delivery, with further adequate and sustained support for students and 
teachers needed in the region. 

For further information, please contact:  
OCHA Ethiopia Strategic Communications Unit at ocha-eth-communication@un.org  
Twitter - https://twitter.com/OCHA_Ethiopia | Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/OCHAinEthiopia/ 

Figure 3 Atsede Woldeselassie, currently living at 
METEC IDP site, Sekota Town, Wag Hamra Zone.    

Photo Credit: OCHA/Mengistu 
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