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This report was issued by OCHA Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific, with inputs from OCHA Fiji.  

 

 
Tropical Cyclone (TC) Tomas, Category 4, battered particularly the Northern and Eastern Divisions in the 
eastern part of the Fiji Islands for two days from Sunday night 14 March. The main islands of Viti Levu and 
Vanua Levu were largely spared the hurricane force winds and surge waves of TC Tomas, but extensive 
damage was caused on the islands on its path in the eastern and northern division. A State of Natural 
Disaster was declared for the Northern Division and the Lomaiviti and Lau group in the Eastern Division on 16 
March.  
 
So far three deaths have been reported. No other deaths or injuries have been reported so far. 
 
Government agencies, the Fiji Red Cross and other organizations have mobilized relief and assessment 
teams to deploy to more remote areas and outer islands, and they are assessing humanitarian needs and 
damages, distributing relief and repairing communications, electricity and water systems. Several navy and 
commercial vessels have left for the Eastern division and Cikobia and Taveuni in the Northern division to 
support the response efforts.  
 
Australia and New Zealand have provided additional relief items, logistics and aerial survey support through 
C-130 Hercules flights to the Northern Division. 
 
Aerial surveys have confirmed that the eastern side of Vanua Levu, Taveuni and the Northern Lau group are 
the most affected areas with considerable damage from destructive winds and surge waves of more than five 
meters to private houses, schools, health centres, churches, community halls, workshops, farms, plantations, 
jetties and agriculture. These areas are in general sparsely populated and islands are spread out. The total 
population in the area affected by hurricane force winds is around 30,000 people.  
 
As fortunately the main infrastructure and the national capacity of the Government and the Fiji Red Cross are 
intact, it can be expected that the relief phase, with focus on provision of emergency shelter, water, food and 
NFIs will be managed by existing capacities with additional support from Australia, New Zealand and other 
partners. UN and other international partners stand ready to provide further assistance to the ongoing relief as 
well as recovery phase that is expected to start in the coming two weeks. 
 
 
 
 

 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
• Fiji was battered by Tropical Cyclone Tomas, Category 4, for two days from Sunday night 14 

March, particularly the eastern parts of the Fiji Islands. 
• A State of Natural Disaster was declared for the Northern and Eastern Divisions. 
• So far, three deaths have been attributed to the cyclone. No serious injuries have been 

reported. 
• Aerial surveys show that significant damage has been sustained in the eastern part of 

Vanua Levu, Taveuni and the northern Lau group.  While reports from field assessments are 
coming in, so far 144 houses are reported totally destroyed and 174 damaged. More than 20 
schools and several health facilities have also been damaged. 

• The Fiji Red Cross and government rapid assessment and relief teams have been mobilized 
and will focus on infrastructural damage and the needs in education, health, agriculture 
sectors and non-food items. AusAID and NZAID have provided tarpaulins, water containers 
and purification tablets. UNICEF has provided school tents, education materials, health kits 
and medical materials, soap and water containers. 

• The total population in the area affected by hurricane force winds is around 30,000 people. 

II. Situation Overview 
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Assessments 

• Aerial surveys were conducted by the New Zealand and Australian Air Forces C-130 Hercules planes 
in the eastern and northern areas.  

• Teams consisting of government officials from different departments and Red Cross teams have been 
conducting multi-sectoral assessments in the affected islands, including Vanuabalavu, Ono-I-Lau, 
Lomaiviti to Moala. In the Northern Division teams have arrived on Cikobia, Rabi, Kioa and the 
eastern part of Vanua Levu, including Saqani and Natewa bay.  

• ECREA’s rapid assessment in the informal settlements in Navua, Nausori and Suva areas noted that 
these areas were not affected by the cyclone.  

• Save the Children Fiji is currently conducting an assessment in Macuata and Cakaudrove provinces 
in the Northern Division and also in the Eastern Division.  

 
Evacuation Centres / Emergency Shelter 

• As of 19 March, National Emergency Operations Centre (NEOC) reports that 9 evacuation centres 
are still open in the Eastern and Northern Divisions with 449 people sheltering.  

• While field assessment reports are still coming in, NEOC reports that 97 homes have been totally 
destroyed in the Northern division. In the Eastern division 47 homes are reported totally destroyed 
and 174 damaged.  

• The Rotary Club donated survival boxes, which were delivered to Labasa with NZ C-130 flight.  
 
Early Recovery 

• Early recovery needs are to be identified based on the result of rapid assessments. Priority areas will 
be agriculture and shelter/reconstruction of housing.  

• 26 staff from the Ministry of Agriculture are currently in Vanuabalavu to conduct a detailed 
assessment. Staff has also been deployed to Lomaiviti and Lau with additional staff leaving tomorrow 
to conduct detailed field assessments on the islands. 

• 137,000 kumala cuttings, 1000 packets of eggplant seeds and 1000 packets tomato seeds are to be 
delivered the the Lau Group on 20 March. 

 
Education 

• All schools have resumed classes with the exception of the schools in the Eastern Division, which are 
still used for evacuation centres.  

• DISMAC (Fiji Disaster Management Committee) reports that 21 schools have been damaged in the 
Eastern Division in addition to one secondary school in Savusavu. Cikobia district school has also 
been heavily damaged. All school on Vanuabalavu remain closed.  

• Save the Children Fiji plans to replenish the school materials for the students and teachers. They also 
plan for a lunch feeding programme in communities that have suffered crop damage, estimating to 
support 5,000 children with their programme.  

• Four big tents of the size of 120m2 and 10 education kits, which include teaching materials, students 
learning materials and some recreational items, were provided to the Government.  

 
Food and Nutrition 

• The Ministry of Health mentioned that food security is a concern. Data for micronutrient deficiency 
and growth monitoring is important. Maternity and Child Health clinics in Fiji are already conducting 
such monitoring.  

• DISMAC reports that the Northern and Eastern Divisions suffer from damage to root crops while 
Central and Western Division have minimal agricultural damage.  

• ADRA provided 600 food packs to supplement the food distribution by the Government.  
• Nestle donated 500 cartons of noodles; VISAMA rice provided 8,000 bags of rice at minimal price. 

 
Health 

• The Ministry of Health held a coordination meeting on 18 March, which was attended by the key 
actors in the health sector including WHO, UNICEF, NZAID, AusAID, FHSIP and the Fiji Red Cross. 

• Lagi health centre in Northern division has been partly damaged. Some other health centres in the 
Northern Division have communication or electricity problems.  

• AusAID donated two refrigerated containers being used as emergency morgues.  

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
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• WHO and AusAID highlighted the importance of continuation of the vaccination programme.  
• UNICEF has provided health kits which contain emergency medical consumables to meet the 

emergency health needs of 10,000 populations for three months. Five kits for the Northern and 10 kits 
for Eastern Division have been already handed over to the government authority.  

 
Logistics/Communications 

• The New Zealand Air Force C-130 has been delivering relief items and conducting aerial surveys 
since 17 March as well as the Australian Air Force C-130 since 18 March. Both aircrafts have now 
departed Fiji after the NDMO confirmed that there was no further need for aerial surveys or 
transportation of relief assistance to Labasa.  

• Navy and Government shipping vessels arrived at their destinations on 18 and 19 March with relief 
items and additional assessment teams.  

• Electricity has been almost fully restored (95% restored for Labasa town, 90% for Seaqaqa, but only 
10% for Vunika to Taginikula and Wainikoro and 80% for Savusavu town and surrounding areas). 

• Almost all roads are open. All airports except Taveuni and Vanuabalavu have been declared open for 
use.  

• Some parts of the Northern and Eastern Divisions are still experiencing communication difficulties 
due to the damaged Fiji Telecom tower on Taveuni. The Digicel network does function on Taveuni. 

• Digicel has started an SMS promotion/appeal to assist DISMAC.  
 
Protection 

• The Protection cluster co-lead agency, OHCHR, discussed with the Ministry of Social Welfare, 
Women and Poverty Alleviation how social welfare and protection aspects can be integrated into the 
response operations and assessments. The summary note on vulnerable groups and its contributing 
factors are shared with the Ministry as a tool to support field officers on the identification of potential 
protection risks of vulnerable groups. Staff of this Ministry already participates in the rapid 
assessment in the field. 

• OHCHR also shared with the cluster lead agencies protection checklists for each cluster to enhance 
the mainstreaming of protection in cluster planning and responses. This will be followed up at the 
Pacific Humanitarian Team (PHT) meeting.  

 
Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene 

• In Labasa, 95% of water supply has been restored with more repair work still ongoing in Northern 
Division. 

• The WASH cluster meeting hosted by the Ministry of Health was held on 18 March, attended by the 
key agencies conducting WASH related activities including the MOH, IFRC, WHO, SOPAC, Fiji Water 
Foundation, NZAID and UNICEF.  

• It was highlighted that the lessons from the previous WASH response show that water purification 
tablets need to be accompanied by a correct size of water container and a leaflet on how they should 
be used.  

• The Fiji Red Cross has packed dignity and hygiene packs for the distribution at the evacuation 
centres provided by UNFPA.  

• UNICEF has delivered for distribution various WASH relief items including 3,900 soap bars, 1,300 
water containers, 650 water purification tablets flyers and 650 hand flyers to the Eastern Division. In 
addition, 9,000 soap bars will be dispatched to Labasa for the Northern Division.  

• UNICEF and MOH are also conducting 30-seconds WASH awareness raising radio spots on hand 
washing, rubbish disposal, safe drinking water, breastfeeding and food safety.  

 
Cross-Cluster/Sector Issues 

• The Protection cluster is facilitating the mainstreaming of protection in the cluster activities by sharing 
protection tools.  

 

 
• Fiji’s Disaster Management Committee is coordinating the government response. 
• International assistance will be coordinated by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs although the operational 

issues can be directly dealt with the line Ministries.  
• Health, WASH and Protection coordination meetings were held yesterday.   

IV. Coordination 
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• The next PHT coordination meeting will be held coming Wednesday,  22 March with the participation 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, DISMAC, donor agencies, UN, regional organizations and NGOs.  

• SOPAC and OCHA continue to support NDMO in coordination and information management. 
 

• China pledged US$50,000 to be donated to the Fiji Red Cross as well as 50,000 Fiji dollars to the 
Prime Minister’s Relief Fund.  

• The British Government pledged 295,000 Fiji dollars to the Fiji Red Cross.  
• Five New Zealand NGOs (Caritas, ADRA, UNICEF, Save the Children New Zealand, CWS) have 

launched public appeals for donations.  
• Australia committed 1 million Australian dollars for relief and recovery operations.  
• New Zealand committed 1 million New Zealand dollars for relief and recovery operations.  
• Save the Children Fiji received a pledge from their partner societies including Save the Children 

Australia, New Zealand and UK in total AUD$20,000 and NZD$15,000 for their response activities in 
addition to local donor pledges.  

• WHO will be able to contribute US$5,000 for health operations. 
 
All humanitarian partners including donors and recipient agencies are encouraged to inform FTS of cash and 
in-kind contributions by sending an email to: fts@reliefweb.int. 
 

 
Please contact: 
OCHA Pacific: Mr. Peter Muller, Regional Disaster Response Adviser 
Email: peter.muller@undp.org Tel: +679-331 6761, Mobile: +679 999 1664 
 
OCHA Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific: Ms. Yindee Lertcharoenchok, Humanitarian Affairs Analyst 
(Disaster Response), Email: lertcharoenchok@un.org Tel: +66 (0) 2288 2437 
 
OCHA New York: Ms. Pia Hussein, Associate Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
Email: husseinp@un.org Tel: +1 917 367 9899 
 
For more information, Pacific Disaster Net (http://www.pacificdisaster.net/) has already created a wiki-page for 
TC Tomas at http://pdn.appspot.com/CycloneTomas/  

 
 
 

V. Funding 

VI. Contact 


