
 
 

La mission du Bureau des Nations Unies pour la Coordination des Affaires Humanitaires (OCHA) est de 
Coordonner la réponse d'urgence mondiale pour sauver des vies et protéger les personnes en cas de crise humanitaire. 

Nous plaidons pour une action humanitaire efficace et fondée sur des principes, menée par tous et pour tous. 
www.unocha.org 

 This report is produced by OCHA DRC in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period from 13 to 19 July 2022 

until 16:00 (Goma time).  

HIGHLIGHTS 

• More than 50 000 displaced people benefit from food in Rutshuru territory 

• OCHA opens office in Rutshuru 

• Save the Children opens child-friendly spaces in Rutshuru 

SITUATION OVERVIEW 

Since March, fighting between the Congolese army and the Mouvement du 23 Mars (M23) armed group has 

displaced more than 214, 000 people (160 000 displaced people, 21,000 returnees, and 33,000 refugees) in Rutshuru 

and Nyiragongo territories, according to the latest estimates. In Rutshuru territory, access remains difficult in several 

areas, mainly in Rwanguba Health Zone, which faces significant humanitarian needs. Only eight of the 21 health 

zones in Rutshuru are currently accessible to aid workers. Partners are also concerned about the increase in 

protection incidents in Rutshuru, including cases of intimidation and rape. At least seven rape cases were treated at 

the Rutshuru general referral hospital between July 11 and 17. In Nyiragongo territory, approximately 70 percent of 

the displaced people living in the collective centers of Kanyaruchinya and Munigi are from Rutshuru territory. 

 

Humanitarian partners continue to provide assistance to people affected by the crisis. However, this assistance 

remains insufficient to meet the scale of the needs. Currently, several organizations lack the financial resources to 

respond.  Many health structures are no longer operational in the areas between Rugari and Rubare; many health 

centers that are still functional lack medicine; health gaps have been reported in Katale, Rugari, Ntamugenga, 

Kinyandonyi. 

RESPONSE NEEDS GAPS  

 Non-food items  

On July 15, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) provided non-food items to more than 

3,500 displaced people living in collective centers (Rugabo Stadium and Remera Primary School) and host families 

in Rutshuru Centre and Kiwanja. On July 17, Save the Children International (SCI) assisted nearly 1,500 people 

living in the Rugabo elementary school compound. In the areas of Rugari and Rubare, more than 31,000 displaced 

people need such non-food items, according to humanitarian partners.  

 Food security 
Since July 15, the World Food Programme (WFP) and its 

partner World Vision have provided food to more than 

42,100 displaced people living with host families in 

Rutshuru, Kiwanja, and Nyongera. Save the Children 

distributed food to more than 8,100 people living at the 

Rugabo stadium and the Remera and Rugabo primary 

schools. In addition, more than 28,600 displaced people need 

food assistance in Kalengera and Rubare in Rutshuru, while 

more than 6,800 others still need assistance in collective 

centers in Nyiragongo territory. 

Water-Sanitation-Hygiene 

With support from the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) support , the Congolese NGO Action des 

Volontaires Unis pour le Développement et la Santé continues to provide drinking water to community centers in 

Rutshuru. It has also built 98 latrines and 100 showers in Rutshuru center and Kiwanja. In Rutshuru center, Kiwanja 

and Rubare, World Vision distributed handwashing kits to 639 displaced households and host families on July 16. 
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Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) has refurbished 12 water points in Kalengera; in Nyiragongo territory, MSF also 

began providing daily drinking water (between 18 and 27 cubic meters in five collective centers in Munigi health 

area where some 6,500 people have sought refuge. This assistance should continue until the end of September.  

 

Since July 14, the NGO Norwegian Refugee Council has been providing drinking water to displaced people living in 

the three collective centers in Nyiragongo territory. 

 

 Education 
 

UNICEF provided transportation for more than 300 students to enable them to participate in the national 

examinations launched on July 18. These students had sought refuge in Uganda following clashes in their villages in 

Rutshuru territory.  
 

 Protection  
 

Save the Children has built two children's spaces at Rugabo Stadium and Rwasa in Rutshuru. These spaces provide 

children with a safe environment in which they can participate in organized activities to socialize, learn, and express 

themselves while rebuilding their lives.  

UNHCR distributed dignity kits to 1,522 households housed in the collective centers (Stade Rugabo and EP Remera 

and EP Rugabo) on July 15. The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) has supported the health structures from 

Buturande and Rutshuru with dignity kits to serve approximately 500 women and girls. 

Coordination 
On July 14, OCHA opened an office in Kiwanja to strengthen coordination and monitoring of the response in 

Rutshuru territory. OCHA will continue to advocate for the mobilization of resources to ensure a holistic response 

for those in need. 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information, please contact : 

Joseph Inganji, Head of Office, OCHA DRC, inganji@un.org, Tel: +243 81 70 87 400   
Yvon Edoumou, Head of Public Information and Advocacy, OCHA DRC, edoumou@un.org, Tel: +243819889136 

 
Information products on the humanitarian situation in the DRC are available at www.humanitarianresponse.info ; www.unocha.org ; 

www.reliefweb.int 
Follow us Facebook, Twitter 
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