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This is a bi-monthly update of UNHCR’s operational programmes in Kenya. 

Dadaab 
Registration of new Arrivals: 
Dadaab continues to experience a continuous 
influx of refugees. More than 57,000 
refugees have been registered this year with 
more than 51,000 of them being from 
Somalia. The overall population in Dadaab 
currently stands at 274,473.  
  

El Nino Preparedness: 
An inter-agency meeting with camp leaders 
was held on 19 October in Dadaab. Refugee 
leaders committed to provide the manpower 
required in the event of flooding as they 
requested for tools and other necessary 
materials to curb flooding. Lutheran World 
Federation (LWF) in collaboration with CARE 
issued sacks for sandbagging of tap stands to 
the community. Trenches redirecting water 
away from flood-affected tap stands were 
dug with much input from the community.  
 

 
 
 
The technical assessment team from various 
agencies also visited the camp on 23 October 
to advice on areas where there was no 
consensus as to how best to alleviate the 
effects of flooding.  
 

 
 
Inter-agency meetings continue to be held 
twice-weekly. WFP provided 30,000 more 
sacks to be used by refugees and agencies 
operating within the camps. 

 

US Assistant Secretary of State 

visits Dadaab:  
The US Assistant Secretary of State and the 
Director of the Bureau of Population, 
Refugees and Migration (BPRM) Eric 
Schwartz was on mission to Dadaab on 19 
October. He was accompanied by US 
Ambassador to Kenya, Michael Ranneberger, 
PPRM Refugee Coordinator Jay Zimmerman, 
Regional Refugee Coordinator Inga Heemink 
and Special Assistant to the Assistant 
Secretary Elizabeth Drew.  
 

 
 
 
 
The mission observed the refugee 
registration process, food distribution and 
held talks with refugee representatives.  It 
did hold also discussions with UNHCR, WFP 
and the NGO partners, as well as with the 
representatives of the local Kenyan 
communities. 

The US Assistant Secretary of State Eric Schwartz 
with US Ambassador to Kenya Michael Ranneberger 
during their visit to Dadaab. UNHCR/A. Needham. 

 
Floods after only two days of rainfall in Dadaab refugee  

camp. UNHCR/A Needham. 



 His special attention was on what more can 
be done to improve the livelihoods of the 
populations surrounding the refugees in order 
to improve coexistence. 
 

Australia for UNHCR Mission: 
Australian actress Jane Turner, a special 
representative of Australia for UNHCR 
visited Dadaab on 26 October to shoot a 
video which will be used to appeal for funds 
for refugees. She was accompanied by Naomi 
Steer, National Director of Australia for 
UNHCR.  
 

Kakuma 
US Assistant Secretary’s  of State visit:  

The US Assistant Secretary of state and 
Director of the Bureau of Population, 
Refugees and Migration (BPRM), Mr Eric 
Schwartz accompanied by UNHCR 
Representative, Ms. Liz Ahua visited Kakuma 
on 18 October 2009. The objective of his 
visit was to familiarize himself with the 
refugee operations there, as a new incumbent 
to his post.  
  

 
 
 
 
He also visited the protection section, where 
refugees with various protection and security 
concerns are settled to guarantee their 
safety and protection from Gender Based 
Violence.  
 

Canadian interview mission:  
Kakuma hosted a one week mission of a crew 
from Canada between 14 and 21 October who 
were in the camp to interview refugees for 
resettlement.   

They interviewed more than 137 refugees as 
they asserted their interest in resettling 
refugees mainly from the Great Lakes region.  
 

El Nino Preraredness: 
Following a series of inter-agency 
coordination meetings on El-Nino Contingency 
planning, Sub Office Kakuma embarked on the 
first phase of implementation. This will 
involve diversion of flood water from two 
seasonal rivers (Tarach and Lodoket) away 
from the camps.  The main objective of the 
plan is to ensure that refugees living in flood 
prone areas of the camp are protected from 
flooding.  
 

 
 
 
Creating of sand-dikes, drifts and digging of 
trenches are some of the activities already 
underway.  It is estimated that about $ 
350,000 will be needed to alleviate the 
effects of flooding in Kakuma.  
 

 
 
 
 
Kakuma camp has been experiencing serious 
damages each year as a result of heavy 
rainfall and flash floods from the mountainous 
regions of North-eastern Uganda.  
 

Eric Schwartz engages one of the newly arrived 
refugees at a water tap in Kakuma on services provided 
in the camps. UNHCR/ C.Opile. 
 

ADozer digging soil near UNHCR main gate to create a 
dike and a subsequent culvert to divert rain water. 
UNHCR/ C.Opile. 
 

Staff is assisted by guards to put on life jackets at the 

main gate in Kakuma. UNHCR/ C.Opile. 



The worst case of flooding was recorded in 
May 2003 when some 4,200 families 
comprising of 16,800 people were directly 
affected.   

 

Nairobi 
Refugee Affairs Committee Training 

Workshop:  
UNHCR held a training for members of the 
Refugee Affairs Committee (RAC) from 29 to 
31 October at the Simba Lodge in Naivasha. 
The objective was to train them on 
International Protection and Refugee Law 
including the Kenyan Refugees Act, 2006. 
RAC is an inter-ministerial committee that is 
mandated to assist the Commissioner for 
Refugee Affairs in carrying out his duties 
under the Act.  This was the first training 
the inaugural committee was holding since it 
was appointed in March 2009. The committee 
is set up under Section 8 of the Refugees Act 
2006.  
 

Donor briefing: 
UNHCR convened a donor briefing on Friday, 
16 October 2009. The briefing was attended 
by twenty donor representatives. Others in 
attendance included officials from the 
Government’s Department of Refugee 
Affairs, OCHA, World Food Programme, and 
United Nations Development Programme. The 
objective of the briefing was to give an 
update on UNHCR’s operations and progress 
towards acquiring land to accommodate new 
arrivals from Somalia.  Emergency 
preparedness response for the expected El 
Nino rains was also discussed.  
 

Participatory assessment training: 
UNHCR coordinated participatory assessment 
training in Nairobi. 35 members from 13 
urban partner organizations formed five 
teams to engage refugees so that their 
contributions can be taken into account in 
2010 planning activities. 

 

IDP Protection: 
The Protection Working Group along with Dr 
Walter Kaelin, the UN Secretary-General’s 
special representative on the Human Rights 
of IDPs met with the Ministry of Justice’s 
Permanent Secretary (PS) to discuss 
possibilities of drafting a national IDP Policy 
for Kenya. The PS agreed to allow the 
Protection Working Group to begin working on 
the draft policy. The plan is to have a draft 
ready by February 2010.  
 
At the same time, UNHCR met with the 
Director of Mitigation and Re-settlement 
from the Ministry of Special Programmes and 
discussed the recent Presidential Decree on 
IDP settlement. As part of the new 
resettlement scheme, over 1000 IDPs have 
been moved from the Mawingu self-help group 
in Central Province to a new land purchased by 
the Government in Rongai in the Rift Valley. 
 
 UNHCR was informed that out of the IDP 
budget of Ksh. 2.2 billion which was allocated 
to cash payments to all IDPs in this year’s 
budget; it is likely that over Ksh. 1.32 billion 
will be spent only for land purchases. This 
could mean that only 30% of the IDPs would 
receive their cash grants.  
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