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Highlights

Several countries in the Middle East and North Africa 
region have experienced unprecedented flooding in the 
past month. At the end of October, floods in the Eastern 
provinces of Yemen displaced approximately 20-25,000 
people, severe floods hit East- and North-Eastern 
Morocco, and heavy rains and subsequent flooding in 
Iran have caused significant damage to infrastructure. 
At the beginning of the month, Algeria also experienced 
the worst flooding for decades, affecting approximately 
11,800 families. The Algerian and Saharawian Red 
Crescent Societies have issued appeals; for more details, 
please visit www.reliefweb.int 

Plans are underway for a launch of the 2009 Humanitarian 
Appeal in Abu Dhabi, UAE. The launch will be held under 
the auspices of HH Sheikh Hamdan, Deputy Prime Minister 
and Chairman of the UAE Red Crescent Authority, in 
partnership with UN OCHA.It is hoped that the launch 
will raise awareness of and mobilise support for the 
Consolidated Appeals Process as a tool in identifying and 
ensuring a coordinated response to humanitarian needs.

Yemen

Yemen faced humanitarian challenges on a  x
number of fronts over the month of October. On 
24-25 October, storms and torrential rains caused 
severe flooding in the eastern part of the country. 
On 27 October, a rapid needs assessment team 
was deployed, consisting of UN agencies, IOM and 
ECHO, which reported that the governorates of Al-
Mahara and Hadramout, especially the Sayun district, 
were badly affected. The Government of Yemen 
reported that 73 people were killed, 3,264 houses 
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were destroyed or damaged, and an estimated 20,000 
- 25,000 people are in need of shelter. There was also 
extensive damage to infrastructure, although as of 31 
October, 75 per cent of electricity has been restored, 
and 98 per cent of major roads have been opened.  
 
The Government welcomed international assistance. 
A two-member United Nations Disaster Assessment 
and Coordination (UNDAC) team arrived in Yemen 
and started assisting the UN Resident Coordinator in 
coordinating response activities. UN OCHA’s Regional 
Office has also deployed an Information Management 
Officer and Humanitarian Affairs Officer in support of 
the UN Country Team’s efforts in responding to this 
emergency. The United Arab Emirates, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia, Oman, Kuwait, Germany, Italy and Japan 
are among the countries that have so far extended 
assistance to the Government of Yemen and the 
Yemen Red Cross Society (YRCS). For the latest 
situation report of the floods in Yemen, please visit 
www.reliefweb.int 

Although the situation in the Sa’ada governorate is  x
relatively quiet overall, security along the Sana’a-
Sa’ada road remains unstable and insecure. Food 
distribution is continuing among families in the camps 
and Sa’ada town, as well as some returnees and IDPs 
in Malaheet. WFP is continuing to provide 77,000 
persons with food at a cost of an additional US$ 5.3 
million; currently, the operation is facing a shortfall 
of US$ 2.4 million. The International committee of 
the Red Crescent (ICRC) is also coordinating future 
food distributions with the Yemen Red Cross Society 
(YRCS) in Dhahian for as many as 1800 people, and 
UNHCR is distributing non-food items such as shelter 

Flooding in the Eastern Provinces of Yemen displaced approximately 20-25,00 people, 
Source: Resident Coordinator office in Yemen.
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and sanitation items to vulnerable families in 
Malaheet and Sa’ada town. The UN is planning the 
next stages of an inter agency comprehensive needs 
assessment in areas affected by the conflict, and 
international NGOs are preparing for assessments 
in the districts of Haydan, Sahar, Saqayn, and Majz. 
 
In the mean-time, according to an interview with IRIN 
given this month by an Interior Ministry spokesman, 
the continuous influx of African migrants into the south 
of Yemen is straining the country’s resources. In the 
first week of October alone, the security authorities 
registered 1,038 new African migrants, including 276 
women and eight children. During that period, 90 
people died off the Yemeni coast; according to the 
Somali consul in the city of Aden, over 80 migrants 
drowned on 8 October in the Gulf of Aden after being 
forced overboard 10km off the Yemeni coast.

On 27-29 October, the Humanitarian Forum Yemen  x
was launched at a three-day meeting, organised by 
an international network of key humanitarian and 
charitable organisations. The aim of the Forum is to 
enhance the role and effectiveness of local NGOs, 
particularly in rural areas where 75 per cent of 
Yemen’s 21 million people live. 

Algeria

The worst floods in decades, caused by heavy  x
rains, killed at least 89 people and injured 
over 80 in and around the Algerian oasis town 
of Ghardaia on 2 October 2008. An estimated 
11,800 families have been affected across 8 of 
the 13 districts surrounding Ghardaia province.  
 
In initial estimates, the Algerian Prime Minister 
said there had been 250 million Euros worth of 
damage, largely to infrastructure, from the flooding. 
The Government of Algeria has released 200 
million Euros for reconstruction of the devastated 
region, and announced that it will spend 500 
million Euros on protecting towns from flooding.  
 
More than 450 Algerian Red Crescent volunteers 
were on the spot immediately following the disaster, 
working in close collaboration with governmental 
civil defence teams, to evacuate people, provide first 
aid and distribute emergency relief. US$165,800 has 
been allocated from the International Federation’s 
Disaster Relief Emergency Fund (DREF) to support 
the Algerian Red Crescent (Algerian RC) in delivering 
immediate assistance to some 12,000 beneficiaries. 

 x

 x

The Saharawi Red Crescent (SRC) also launched an  x
urgent appeal on 14 October for international aid to 
help West Saharan refugees hit by the floods. Nearly 
1,800 homes in the refugee camps of Smara and 
Aousserd, in south-western Algeria, were damaged. 
For the latest situation report, please visit www.
reliefweb.int

Yemen’s coastguards say it is impossible for them to patrol all of the country’s 
2,500km coastline: Source : IRIN

A two-day workshop on Contingency Planning was  x
held in Yemen from 19-20 October, facilitated by 
OCHA, UNICEF and WFP. The workshop was attended 
by more than 20 representatives of the UN agencies 
and the International Organisation for Migration, and 
was aimed at revising the contingency plan for Yemen, 
raising humanitarian partners’ awareness about the 
cluster approach and humanitarian financing, and 
developing a work-plan for the finalization of the 
Contingency Planning document. It is expected that 
this process will be finalized by the UN County Team 
and their partners by early next year. 

Floods in Algeria  ,  Photo: IRIN
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YE ME N  FL OOD S :  S i t ua t io n  Ma p - as of 5 November 2008

On 24-25 October, most districts of the
Hadramout  and Al-Mahara
governorates in the eastern part of
Yemen were effected by storms and
torrential rains, causing severe
flooding. Both governorates were
declared disaster zones on Friday 24
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5 people killed, 5 missing, 4 injured
708 homes, 2,082 huts destroyed, 1,327 damaged
619 farms washed away
447 fishermen lost equipment
95 fishing boats lost

Update on overall situation:
The Government has given permission to people to 
return to their damaged/collapsed houses to collect 
some of their possessions till the 7th of November, 
after which the government will use heavy machinery 
to clean the damaged areas to eliminate any chance of 
diseases and possible further collapses.

UN agencies and NGOs are in the process of finalising 
a CERF request and Flash Appeal which will be 
launched shortly.
 
A UN support and coordination hub composed of 
several agencies such as WFP, UNHCR, UNICEF, WHO 
and OCHA has been set up in Sayoun to facilitate joint 
assessments as well as joint distribution, in addition 
to supporting the local Government in coordination. 

The UNDAC team is specifically supporting the 
Government in compiling information to complete 
the picture on the incoming bilateral and multilateral 
assistance, and is coordinating closely with the UN 
and NGOs. 

68 killed, 12 missing, 60 injured
2,556 houses destroyed
25,000 people homeless
75% of farmers affected
50%  of Hadramout population affected (650,000)
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Iran, UN OCHA Tehran Office organized two workshops, 
on Community-Based Disaster Management 
respectively with the cooperation of Tehran Provincial 
Natural Disaster Task Force (8-9 October 2008) and 
with Hormozgan Provincial Natural Disaster Task 
Force (12-13 October 2008). 

On 16 October, it was announced that a Warning  x
Centre for Maritime Disaster Threats will be established 
in Iran. It is hoped that the Centre will provide warnings 
on tsunami and other maritime disasters, that would be 
communicated through global meteorological systems 
to Iran.  The Centre will be part of an international 
tsunami warning system and will serve as the first 
early warning system in Iran for maritime disasters. 

Afghanistan

The UN and aid agencies have called on Taliban  x
insurgents to support a new humanitarian agenda 
in Afghanistan with the aim of regaining operating 
space for aid workers. “Now is the time to expand the 
humanitarian agenda together. I appeal to the Taliban, 
to share our humanitarian agenda,” said Kai Eide, the 
Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General. 
The ICRC and Oxfam’s Head of Policy in Kabul also 
stressed the need for renewed efforts to achieve greater 
humanitarian capacity, coordination and access.  
 
Mr. Eide also told the Security Council on 14 October 
that, while recognising the many challenges that 
Afghanistan faces, it is crucial to build upon positive 
political trends in Afghanistan in order to overcome 
the deteriorating security situation. He cited progress 
in Afghanistan’s relationship with Pakistan, election-
assistance efforts, and restricting the areas in which 
illicit poppies were grown. In the same meeting, Mr. 

Morocco

In the final week of October, severe floods hit several  x
parts of Morocco, predominately the east and north-
eastern regions of the country, killing over thirty people, 
destroying nearly 200 houses and causing major 
damage to infrastructure, including roads and drinking 
water supplies. Floodwaters submerged several homes, 
public premises and two industrial zones of Tangiers, 
while several regional and national roads were 
closed, and water and electricity supplies disrupted.  
 
The national authorities responded by mobilising 
in-country resources, increasing the budget for the 
rural development fund to restore livestock, repairing 
rural irrigation networks, supporting agricultural 
activities and reopening rural roads. According to a 
spokesperson from the Ministry of Interior, a total of 
about US$1.53 million has been earmarked to meet the 
immediate and medium-term needs of the population; 
10,000 blankets and 7,000 food rations have been 
distributed so far, while 1,000 flood-stricken families 
have been provided shelter. The Moroccan Red 
Crescent was also substantially involved, using in-
country resources. No appeal for assistance has been 
made to the UN. For the latest situation report, please 
visit www.reliefweb.int

Iran

Severe storms with heavy rains x  and subsequent 
floods on 28 September in Mazandaran Province, 
Iran, left 4 people dead, and caused considerable 
damage to infrastructure and houses in the cities 
of Sari, Neka, Ghalughah, Behshahr, Ghaemshahr, 
and Jouybar.  Damage has been reported to 3,560 
buildings, agricultural fields, livestock/chicken farms, 
and factories, among others. The total damage has 
been estimated to be over US$26.5 million.

The Third Economic Cooperation Organisation (ECO)  x
International Conference on Disaster Risk Management 
was held on 7-8 October 2008 in Tehran. The conference 
focused on promoting a culture of disaster prevention 
in relation to the most devastating disasters in the ECO 
region, such as drought, earthquakes and floods. The 
issues of information exchange, sharing experiences, 
early warning systems, seismic risk reduction and 
hospitals safe from disasters were also discussed at 
the Conference. 

Celebrating the week on Disaster Risk Reduction in  x Conflict and natural disasters have displaced tens of thousands of people across Afghanistan, 
according to aid agencies , IRIN
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This particular meeting aimed to highlight the special 
needs and requirements of developing and least 
developed countries that are especially vulnerable to the 
impact of HPAI outbreaks and an influenza pandemic. 
This two-day meeting included a review of best 
practices and challenges related to the control of highly 
pathogenic avian influenza in animals and to pandemic 
preparedness and response. The introduction of a long-
term strategy for control of avian influenza and other 
diseases emerging at the animal-human interface was 
also discussed. Further information on the conference 
can be found at: http://un-influenza.org 

Lebanon

On 8 October, UNRWA x ’s Commissioner-General 
made an urgent appeal for Arab funds for emergency 
assistance to some thirty thousand Palestine refugees 
whose homes were destroyed by fighting last year at the 
Nahr el Bared camp in Northern Lebanon. Last month, 
UNRWA appealed for US $ 43 million for temporary 
services such as emergency food rations and shelter, 
but by 8 October only the United States had come 
forward with a firm pledge of  US $ 4.3 million, while 
a few European donors had indicated a willingness 
to pledge. UN RWA officials said that if funds did not 
come in soon, essential emergency programmes would 
be severely reduced, since US $2.5 million is needed 
every month for basic emergency assistance. 

Eide appealed for an increase in staff and budget for 
the United Nations Assistance Mission to Afghanistan.

Meanwhile, it was announced that some 4.5 million  x
Afghans face possible food shortages during the coming 
winter months due to the combined effects of insecurity, 
drought, and high global food prices. The ICRC has 
warned that hundreds of thousands of Afghans may 
have to leave their homes in the north of the country, 
and is working with the Afghan Red Crescent Society 
to meet the needs of 280,000 people (40,000 families) 
across 8 districts of the north and north-west of the 
country. 

In addition, according to the Afghanistan NGO Safety  x
Office (ANSO), attacks on aid workers by insurgents in 
Afghanistan are at the highest level in six years. There 
were 146 security incidents involving non-governmental 
organisations from January to September this year, 
compared to 135 for the whole of 2007. In the past three 
months, NGOs reported the highest incident rates since 
ANSO records began in 2002, adding that each month 
this year had seen a 30-50 percent growth in insurgent 
attacks. Soon after this report was published, a foreign 
aid worker was gunned down as she walked to work 
in a Kabul suburb in an attack that was claimed by the 
Taliban. The Government of Afghanistan is reviewing 
protection for foreign aid workers in the country, and has 
warned them to take increased security precautions.

UN OCHA’s Office for the MENACA region deployed  x
a Regional Disaster Response Advisor to Afghanistan 
for the month of October. The purpose of this mission 
was to assist theUnited Nation Assistant Mission to 
Afghanstan’s Humanitarian Aid Unit with developing a 
Humanitarian Action Plan for Afghanistan in 2009.

Egypt

The Government of Egypt organized the Sixth  x
International Ministerial Conference on Avian and 
Pandemic Influenza in Sharm El-Sheikh on 25 – 
26h October 2008. The conference was organized 
in collaboration with the International Partnership 
on Avian and Pandemic Influenza, which includes 
the US Government, the European Union and 
different organizations within the UN system.  
 
The conference was a follow up to previous global 
meetings and conferences on avian influenza 
that took place in Washington 2005, Beijing 2006, 
Vienna 2006, Bamako 2006 and New Delhi 2007. 
 

Many Egyptians were raising chickens, which increases the difficulty of eradication of bird flu, 
despite the considerable progress made by Egypt to curb the spread of the disease among 
birds and humans , Martina Fox :IRIN
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as rapid assessment of humanitarian emergencies, 
monitoring and evaluation of emergency interventions, 
the code of conduct for humanitarian workers and the 
issue of prevention of sexual exploitation and abuse 
in the context of humanitarian emergencies.

United Arab Emirates

On 22 October, a donor briefing was hosted by the  x
Embassy of Canada in Abu Dhabi and attended by 
representatives from the Swedish, Egyptian, Canadian, 
Australian, Russian and German Embassies. The 
briefing provided an opportunity to highlight the main 
humanitarian and funding needs in the MENACA region, 
sensitize the attendees to the various multilateral 
funding mechanisms, and discuss their Embassies’ 
participation in the forthcoming CAP launch in Abu 
Dhabi.  Another briefing is expected some time in the 
next quarter. 

Oman

OCHA is Regional Office for the MENACA, in  x
cooperation with INSARAG Tunisia and the Field 
Coordination Support Section, have conducted an 
OCHA familiarisation workshop to 60 participants from 
different disciplines in Oman. Participants were mostly 
Disaster Management experts from the Royal Police, 
Civil Defence and relevant Ministries. Another similar 
workshop is planned for early December.

Kyrgyzstan 

On  x 5 October 2008 at 2200 hours local time, an 
earthquake of magnitude 6.6 on the Richter Scale 
shook the south of Kyrgyzstan on the border with 
Tajikistan and China. The same area was subsequently 
hit by tremors measuring 5.1 on the Richter Scale the 
following day. The worst affected areas are parts of 
Chon-Alai and Alai Rayon, with most of the damage 
inflicted on Nura village some 220 kilometers from 
the main city of Osh. Data made available through the 
Kyrgyz Ministry of Emergencies indicate that the death 
toll reached 74 people, of which 43 were children. The 
number of injured was 142, of which 93 were children.  
The Ministry of Emergencies was able to assess most 
of the settlements in the area surrounding Nura, and 
identified some 211 displaced families. Relief items 
including tents, mattresses, blankets, warm clothing, 
food-stuffs and other basic necessities have been 
sent to the affected area. 

Saudi Arabia

The Kingdom of  x Saudi Arabia donated 1,460 prefab 
houses to northwest China’s earthquake-hit Gansu 
Province on 22 October. The houses were provided 
in addition to Saudi Arabia’s earlier donation of US$ 
50 million to China’s quake zones.Those funds were 
allocated to the southwest Sichuan Province and 
Chongqing Municipality, and the northwest Gansu and 
Shaanxi provinces for reconstruction of schools and 
hospitals in the affected areas.

Iraq

UN OCHA and UNICEF conducted a three-day  x
workshop on Disaster Management in Erbil/ Iraq from 
7-9 October. 20 representatives of Iraqi NGOs and 
Government Emergency Cells (GECs) from across Iraqi 
participated. Participants were given an introduction to 
the UN humanitarian system, the Humanitarian Reform 
and the cluster approach in the field. They were also 
introduced to International Humanitarian Law and 
humanitarian principles.

In preparation for a simulation exercise, participants  x
were introduced to basic planning and contingency 
principles. The workshop also introduced themes such 

Iraqi women face many challenges to fulfil their potential and that of 
their children in uncertain times. UNICEF Iraq
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        Useful Links
www.reliefweb.org
www.humaniatarianappeal.net
www.ochaopt.org
www.ochairaq.org
www.irinnews.org
http://cerf.un.org 
www.unhcr.org
www.wfp.org

Upcoming Events

7-9 November: Under-Secretary-General, John 
Holmes, mission to UAE to participate in the World 
Economic Forum

8-17 November: Director of OCHA New York’s 
mission and meetings with OIC/GCC/LAS, KSA, Qatar, 
Egypt

8-12 November: Disaster Response and Recovery 
Workshop Organized by ICDO and Naif Arab 
University, KSA

11-13 November: Interagency preparedness/
response simulation exercise, Uzbekistan

11-20 November: OCHA Tools Familiarization 
Workshop, Oman

24 November: International launch of the 2009 
Humanitarian Appeal, Abu Dhabi, UAE

26-28 November: INSARAG Africa/Europe/Middle 
East Regional Meeting, Dubai, UAE

November (TBC): Regional Drought Management and 
Sustainable Development Workshop, Tehran, Iran

For more information, please contact:
Nadia Evans, OCHA Dubai, 00971 50 2279808, 
evans2@un.org

Regional News

The Director of OCHA New York and the Special Hu-
manitarian Envoy for the Secretary General visited 
the UAE and Bahrain from 15-19 October. Meetings 
were held with counterparts in the governments of 
both countries, during which humanitarian financ-
ing was discussed, including possible mechanisms 
for better reporting, the forthcoming launch of the 
2009 Humanitarian Appeal in Abu Dhabi and greater 
support for the Central Emergency Response Fund 
(CERF). Also discussed was support that the UN 
system can offer with capacity building and disaster 
response preparedness.


