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Humanitarian Partner Presence 
 
Presence Type UN/IO INGO NNGO 
Physical  9 6 8 
Programme 6 7 8 
Source: OCHA East Darfur 3W (June 2022) 

 
 
People in need HNO 2022 
 State National 
IDPs  99,695 2.9M 
Refugees  113,533 1.2M 
Returnees  101,679 0.9M 
Vulnerable residents 291,800 9.3M 
Total  606,707 14.3M 
Source: 2022 HNO  

 
Area  53,600 kmP

2 
 
East Darfur in Numbers 
 
Indicator State National 
Population 2022* 1.1 million* 47.9 million* 

Under-five mortality rate (probability of dying by age 5 per 1,000 live births) 112 in 1,000 68 in 1000** 

Children who complete primary school and continue to secondary school 93.7% 90.7%** 

Percentage of literate young women (15 – 24 years) 40% 59.8%** 

Percentage of girls married before the age of 18 57.4% 38%** 

Chronic malnutrition (severe and moderate) prevalence among children U5  44.6% 38.2%** 

GAM (Global Acute Malnutrition) prevalence among children U5 15.3% 16.3%** 

Number of children U5 suffering from GAM*** 128,939 2.9 million*** 

Number of people projected at IPC phase 3 & 4 (June - September 2022) 316,543 11.7 million* 

Percentage of people in East Darfur with access to improved drinking water  45.1% 68%** 

 
Food Security 
 

IPC (number of people) June – September 2022  
27%  

 of locality population in IPC3 and IPC 4 
total state localities: 9 

Phase 2 Phase 3 Phase 4 
442,220 

in 9 localities 

255,999 
in 9 localities 

60,554 
in 9 localities 

Sources: *Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) Sudan Acute Food Insecurity Situation Overview, April 2022- February 2023; **MICS 
Facts & Figures 2014; ***2022 Humanitarian Needs Overview (HNO) 
 
Contact information:
Francis Tamba Lenoh, Head of Sub-Office, Nyala, South Darfur 
Email: lenoh@un.org 

https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Sudan_AcuteFoodInsecurity_2022Apr2023Feb_report.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Sudan_2022_HNO_En.pdf
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Background 
East Darfur State was created by Presidential Decree 
in 2012 when it was carved out of South Darfur. It 
borders South Darfur, North Darfur, West Kordofan, the 
Abyei Area and shares an international border with 
South Sudan. Its state capital is Ad Du’ayn town. The 
dominant tribes in the state are the Rezeigat, the 
Ma’aliya, the Birgid and the Zaghawa. Historically, tribal 
conflict in East Darfur existed before the start of the 
Darfur conflict in 2003. The main tribal conflict was 
between the Ma’aliya and Rezeigat tribes dating back 
to the 1960s. In addition, conflict between nomadic 
herders and sedentary farming communities, usually 
over land ownership and use of resources, was also 
common. There are two internally displaced persons 
(IDP) camps, two IDP gathering sites, and two refugee 
camps for South Sudanese in the state. When war 
broke out in neighbouring South Sudan in mid-
December 2013, South Sudanese citizens fled their 
home country and started arriving in East Darfur, taking 
refuge in different parts of the state. There are four 
camps, three neighbourhoods and 11 villages in the 
state hosting displaced people, according to the 
International Organization for Migration (IOM) Mobility 
Tracking Round Four. 
 
Humanitarian Overview 
Inter-tribal conflict, protracted displacement, the 
economic crisis, food insecurity, poor basic social 
services, flash flooding, and the refugee influx are the 
main drivers of humanitarian needs.   
There have been longstanding tensions among 
different community groups in East Darfur. 
Communities often live segregated from each other and 
stereotyping of IDP communities persists, with IDPs 
and refugees facing discrimination from the host 
community. In addition, attacks by members of the host 
community—often nomadic-pastoralist tribes—against 
IDPs and refugees are common. 
 
The main livelihood activities in the state include 
agriculture, livestock rearing and trading. About 84 per 
cent of the population in the state relies on natural 
resource-dependent livelihoods. The population suffers 
from low social indicators, insufficient access to basic 
social services and service delivery, and limited access 
to labour markets. 
 
Key Issues 
Humanitarian Needs 

• An estimated 606,700 IDPs, returnees, 
refugees and asylum seekers in the state need 
humanitarian assistance, according to the 2022 
Humanitarian Needs Overview (HNO) and 
partners. 

• East Darfur is the least food insecure state in 
Darfur with about 316,500 people—27 per cent 
of the population in the state—in crisis and 
above levels of food security between June - 
September 2022, according to the latest Sudan 
Integrated Food Security Phase Classification 
(IPC) analysis. Approximately 91 per cent of 

IDPs have access to agricultural land, but only 
10 per cent of IDP households own agricultural 
land, while 80 per cent rent the land they 
cultivate.  

• About 129,000 people in the state are 
malnourished, according to the 2022 HNO. This 
is the third highest number of people with global 
acute malnutrition (GAM) in the Darfur states. 

• As of July 2022, WHO and health partners 
reported 662 measles cases across nine 
localities (Al Firdous, Ad Du'ayn, Abu Jabrah, 
Assalaya, Bahr Al Arab, Shia’ria, Yassin, Abu 
Karinka and Adila) in the state. WHO plans to 
implement a national vaccination campaign by 
the first quarter of 2023. 

 
Humanitarian Response 

• From January – June 2022, Humanitarian 
Response Plan (HRP) partners reached 7.1 
million people across the country with some 
form of humanitarian assistance. This is about 
65 per cent of the number of people targeted for 
assistance in the 2022 HRP.  

• In East Darfur, HRP partners provided 
humanitarian assistance to over 212,000 
people, which is 41 per cent of the people 
targeted for assistance in 2022. 

 
Humanitarian Operating Environment 

• All areas in the state are physically accessible 
either by road or by air. However, during the 
rainy season many roads become impassable. 

• International humanitarian staff are required to 
obtain Travel Notification (TN) approval by 
authorities via the Humanitarian Aid 
Commission (HAC) prior to travelling beyond 
where they are based. Approval delays may 
impact programme implementation. 

• International NGOs are required to sign a 
Technical Agreement (TA) for each project with 
the Government (valid for a maximum of 12 
months). Bureaucratic delays in the approval of 
TAs impede programme delivery.  
 

Humanitarian Issues 
Floods 

• Heavy rains and flash floods have affected 
3,650 people in two localities in the state as of 
31 August 2022. Government authorities 
(Humanitarian Aid Commission and Ministry of 
Irrigation) and humanitarian partners report that 
730 homes have been damaged by the rains 
and flooding. Humanitarian partners on the 
ground are carrying out inter-agency 
assessments to verify numbers and determine 
humanitarian needs and response activities.         

Protracted IDP crisis 
• There are over 99,600 IDPs in need of 

assistance in East Darfur who are taking refuge 
in El Neem IDP camp and 13 gathering sites 
(2022 HNO). According to humanitarian 

https://dtm.iom.int/reports/dtm-sudan-mobility-tracking-round-four
https://dtm.iom.int/reports/dtm-sudan-mobility-tracking-round-four
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-humanitarian-needs-overview-2022-december-2021
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-humanitarian-needs-overview-2022-december-2021
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Sudan_AcuteFoodInsecurity_2022Apr2023Feb_report.pdf
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Sudan_AcuteFoodInsecurity_2022Apr2023Feb_report.pdf
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Sudan_AcuteFoodInsecurity_2022Apr2023Feb_report.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-periodic-monitoring-report-january-june-2022
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-humanitarian-response-plan-2022-december-2021
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organisations, some of these IDPs have 
integrated with host communities, while others 
are willing to return to their home areas. 

Refugees 
• East Darfur is hosting 102,000 South Sudanese 

refugees, the largest group in all of Darfur 
(UNHCR, 31 July 2022). This number includes 
refugees who arrived post-December 2013—
when fighting broke out in South Sudan—and 
those who did not leave Sudan following the 
secession of South Sudan.  

• There are three refugee reception centres in the 
state (Old Raja, El Ferdous and Abu Jabra) that 
provide temporary accommodation until the 
refugees are registered and move on to a camp 
or other part of the country.  

Returnees 
• There is little voluntary return in the state, 

mainly due to the lack of basic social services, 
livelihood support, food insecurity, and 
criminality in return/home areas. There are 
about 102,000 returnees in the state who need 
assistance (2022 HNO). 

 
Humanitarian Funding 

• As of 31 August, the 2022 Sudan Humanitarian 
Response Plan (HRP) received US$608 
million—31 per cent of the requirement, 
according to the Financial Tracking System. 

 

https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/94820
https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/1068/summary

