
 

 

EMERGENCY FLOOD RESPONSE – UPPER NILE AND UNITY STATE 

The year 2021 marks the third consecutive year of 

torrential rains in South Sudan, affecting over 800,000i 

people across eight states, and destroying livelihoods, 

homes and health facilities, and displacing hundreds and 

thousands of families. According to a report released by 

the United Nations Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA) on behalf of the Inter-

Cluster Coordination Group (ICCG), estimated that 

426,000 people were affected and displaced by floods in 

South Sudan since May 2021, and that the states of 

Jonglei, Unity and Upper Nile were the worst impacted. 

Jonglei is the hardest hit, followed by Unity and Upper 

Nile. According to the UNOCHA, early seasonal rains 

resulted in the overflowing of the rivers Nile, Lol, and 

Sobat, as well as the wetlands, causing unprecedented 

flooding in vast areas of land and settlements, making 

present and future rains detrimental to the 

communities living in these areas. As a result, many 

people affected by the floods moved to higher ground 

within their county, and planned on returning home 

once the flood waters recede. However, the reality is 

that some of those currently displaced, are those who 

were affected by the 2020 floods, rendering them no 

opportunity to return home.  The floods collapsed the 

livelihood options of the community with farmlands being submerged by water, and leaving health facilities, 

schools and other institutions abandoned. Access within the payams, from village to another village became 

difficult due to flooding.  

Maiwut County, Upper Nile 

In July 2021, the Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (RRC) held a meeting chaired by the Maiwut county 

RRC Coordinator, to discuss the impact of floods on returnees and internally displaced peoples (IDPs) 

settlement sites. Maiwut is unique in that the displaced population are a mix of returnees from Gambela in 

Ethiopia, and those impacted by the floods as well as conflict in the region.  

Mayendit County, Unity State 

In August 2021, the Mayendit County authority in Unity State, disseminated a press release requesting 

humanitarian assistance be provided to an estimated 24,000 people affected by floods. The County 

Commissioner further asked humanitarian partners to evacuate the flood affected population from the 

Southern part of the county to the North. Unity State, the second worse flood affected in the country, 

comprises of Mayom, Leer, Panyijiar, Mayendit, Rubkona and Guit counties that were affected by the floods 

respectively in the order of displaced population. 

  

Homes and farmlands are submerged due to the floods 



 

 

INITIAL RAPID NEEDS ASSESSMENT 

Mayendit County, Unity State 

Samaritan Purse led and facilitated the process of Initial Rapid Needs Assessment (IRNA) in partnership with 

other humanitarian partners on ground that included International Rescue Committee, Dialogue and 

Research Initiative, Hope Restoration South Sudan, Coalition for Humanity, Universal Intervention and 

Development organization, Windle Trust and Children Aid, South Sudan. Externally UNOCHA and 

International Organization for Migration (IOM) provided technical support and further coordination. IOM also 

planned to respond with shelter non-food items (NFIs) in some payams of Mayendit county where displaced 

population settled in different areas of Leer and Panyijiar counties, as well as in the northern parts of the 

country.  

Partners conducted several assessments over the course of the year in anticipation of more displacement as 

the rains progressed. The most recent shelter NFI needs analysis conducted by IOM in September identified 

that 1,430 households were displaced by the flood. However, very poor road infrastructure and access to 

most of the affected areas presented a real challenge, making it difficult to assess precisely the extent of the 

effects of the floods. The host communities and the displaced population have been known to have a 

reciprocal coexistence, with the flood displaced families being easily integrated into the host communities. 

Some people who were displaced from the South have their relatives and their own homes in the North 

which made it easier for them to integrate into the community. However, some of those who have been 

displaced by the floods of 2020 are still in the North, and the current floods hit them further. 

Maiwut County, Upper Nile 

In response, Samaritan Purse’s, Relief International, Adventist Development and Relief Agency, and Care 

International organized and conducted an IRNA, on the flood affected population in Maiwut county. South 

Sudan Red Cross responded in Maiwut town and Samaritan’s Purse responded in Pagak, Turu, Pinthor, Urieng 

and Phil payams. Because the county is divided into two broader areas response to Jekaw was directly served 

from Juba. IOM fulfilled advisory and advocacy roles in securing logistics support through the logistic cluster. 

Seven metric tons of shelter and WASH NFIs were airlifted by the logistics cluster from Juba to Maiwut since 

access to the region is extremely limited.  

The flood displaced population were found occupying schools and churches with a few others being 

integrated with their relatives in the host community. An estimate provided by the RRC of the number of 

people in the county was 51,555, and the estimate provided by assessment team of the number of displaced 

people in the community was 17,394 persons – These include returnees from the neighboring country of 

Ethiopia who fled due to the country crisis. Both returnees and host communities were equally affected by 

the floods. An estimated 17,394 individuals were displaced in different payams of Maiwut, of which about 

29% of the population were children between 0-18 years, 52% were adults between 19-59 years and the 

remaining 19% were elderly people. The assessment team recommended the construction of tukuls, and the 

distribution of NFIs to vulnerable households. 

  



 

 

INTERVENTION 

Samaritan’s Purse, as the primary partner for WASH 

interventions, responded to the flood affected 

populations by providing shelter and WASH NFIs to over 

3,500 vulnerable men and women in Mayendit, and over 

6,000 in Maiwut. Each displaced household received 

plastic tarpaulin sheets, mosquito nets, washing soap, a 

wash basin, cloth water filter, reusable sanitary napkins, 

pants, dignity kits, jerry-cans, and aqua tabs. The cloth 

water filter and the aqua tabs are used for water 

filtration as boreholes are the most affected water 

sources during floods – Either they are submerged 

making them difficult to access, or they are 

contaminated making the water unusable. 3,548 

individuals from 751 households in Mayendit, and in 

Maiwut, 6,232 individuals from 730 households were 

reached through these interventions.  

 

COORDINATION 

Mechanisms for coordination were put in place from the onset of the flood, to coordinate activities from the 

needs assessment of the affected population, to registration of beneficiaries, and finally, to the distribution 

of the shelter and WASH NFIs.  

Within the organization, the response was coordinated with the WASH and M&E team with regards to the 

needs assessment and technical support during distribution. Samaritan’s Purse worked closely with several 

churches in the area in an endeavor to engage with the community to serve the community. Volunteers from 

several churches received training, and were at the forefront of registering displaced people as beneficiaries, 

and the process of NFI distributions. Outside the organization, the response was coordinated with 

humanitarian partners on ground that were part of the IRNA, UNOCHA, IOM, and national Shelter clusters 

and state clusters.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

ihttps://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/south_sudan_flooding_sitrep_december_2021_14dec2021.pdf 

 

                                                           

Flood affected people receive shelter and WASH NFIs 
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