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Regional Overview

IN FOCUS: Continental Environmental Bulletin 

SOUTHERN AFRICA
Weekly Report (05th to 11th May 2015) 

Extended dry spells during the critical crop and forage stages in Southern Africa.
A significant reduction in crop and forage production is expected.

Significant delay and erratic onset of rains is likely to reduce the yield expectation over 
Zimbabwe, Malawi, Botswana and surrounding countries.

There has been an early to normal start of the long rainy season in Gulf of Guinea 
countries, with some heavy rains observed locally.

Warmer than usual sea surface temperatures surrounding the Indian Ocean islands 
and eastern Madagascar,which has the potential for reducing biological production in 
the major fishing grounds.

Increased primary production off the western coast of Africa has the potential to 
increase the abundance of the major species in the upwelling centres.

Localised heavy rains between December and January led to flooding in Madagascar, 
Malawi, Mozambique and Zimbabwe.

Regional
In Malawi, there were 47 new cholera cases last week, compared to 56 cases 
the previous week. All of the new cases were registered in Chikwawa (39) and 
Nsanje (8) districts, with no new cases in Blantyre district last week. However, 
with two new deaths (1 in Blantyre and 1 in Chikwawa), the case fatality rate 
has increased to 1.6. In Mozambique there were 97 new cholera cases last 
week, significantly down from 292 the previous week. No new cases were 
reported in Zimbabwe or Tanzania.

Tanzania
Tanzania experienced a surge in new arrivals with over the past week.                
Reportedly numbers may have crossed the 25,000 mark over the weekend. 
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Africa: Map of the main events


