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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

• Planting of 2022 winter cereals ongoing under 
favourable weather conditions 

• Near-average cereal output obtained in 2021 

• Wheat imports requirements in 2021/22 forecast 
slightly above-average volume 

• Prices of wheat flour stable but higher than year 
before 

Planting of 2022 winter cereals ongoing under 
favourable weather conditions 
Planting of the 2022 winter cereal crops, mainly wheat and 
barley, is ongoing under overall favourable weather conditions 
and crops will be harvested from June next year. As of 
mid-November, about 820 000 hectares had been planted, 
slightly above the previous year’s level. According to the World 
Meteorological Organization (WMO), early forecasts point to 
near-average cumulative precipitation amounts in the 
December 2021 to February-2022 period, with a positive impact 
on soil moisture levels and, consequently, on establishment and 
development of crops. 

Near-average cereal output obtained in 2021 
Harvesting of the 2021 winter cereals finalized in July, while 
harvesting of the spring crops, mainly maize, was completed in 
August. Total 2021 cereal production is estimated at a 
near-average level of 3.1 million tonnes. The output of wheat is 
set at 1.8 million tonnes, 5 percent below the five-year average 
level due to reduced plantings. By contrast, the 2021 barley 
production is estimated at 990 000 tonnes, about 7 percent 
above the average due to an increase in area planted. 

Wheat imports requirements in 2021/22 
forecast slightly above-average volume 
In the 2021/22 marketing year (July/June), total cereal import 
requirements are forecast at about 1.5 million tonnes, slightly 
above the five-year average volume. Wheat imports 
requirements, which account on average for more than 
90 percent of the total cereal imports, are forecast at 1.3 million 
tonnes, about 5 percent above the average to compensate for the 
reduced output obtained in 2021. 
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Prices of wheat flour stable but higher than 
year before 
Retail prices of wheat flour have remained generally stable 
between March and October 2021 (latest available data), amid 
duties on wheat exports (FPMA Food Policy), subsidies to wheat 
flour producers and the exemption from the Value Added Tax 
(VAT) on production and the sale of wheat and wheat products 
(Ministry of Economy news). In October, prices were on average 
8 percent above their values a year before, reflecting higher 
export quotations in the Russian Federation, the main wheat 
supplier to the country, and the harvest of a year-on-year lower 
output in 2021. 
 
Prices of potatoes, another important staple in the country, 
steadily increased between July and October 2021, in line with 
seasonal trends. 
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https://www.fao.org/giews/food-prices/food-policies/detail/en/c/1441306/
https://economy.gov.az/article/choreyin-qiymetinin-sabit-saxlanilmasi-uchun-tedbirler-muzakire-edilib/31982

