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Situation overview:  

 Light to moderate rainfall was experienced in the county during the month under review. Kwale 

Matuga sub-county recorded 83 mm for 11 rainy days, Msambweni registered 122.5 mm for 10 

rainy days while Kinango recorded 95.8 mm for 11 rainy days. Kinango rainfall amount was 

below normal while that of Kwale and Msambweni were above normal. 

 Natural vegetation and pasture was good in the mixed farming zone but continued deterioration 

was noted in the livestock farming zone. Distances to grazing areas reduced slightly by five 

percent to 4.7 km this month compared to 4.95 km in July 2013. The mixed farming zone recorded 

the longest distance at 5.7 km while the shortest was recorded in the livestock farming zone at 3.3 

km. Although the longest distances were recorded in the mixed farming zone, selected areas in the 

livestock farming zone recorded lengthy distances such as Moyeni in Kinango sub-county at 14.7 

km.  

 The main sources of water for domestic and livestock consumption included water pans and dams 

similar to last month with other sources being boreholes, shallow wells, springs, natural ponds and 

rivers and traditional river wells. Access to water points by households was similar to last month at 

2.45 km which was normal for this time of the year. Inter-livelihood zone differences were 

minimal as the mixed farming zone posted 2.7 km while the livestock farming one recorded 2.2 

km.  

 There was an increase in goat prices during the month. The price of a medium-sized goat was Kshs 

2,383 having increased by 27.78% from Kshs 1,865 posted last month. The increase was due to 

increased demand for goats for Ramadhan festivities. Inter-livelihood zone disparities were 

displayed as the mixed farming zone posted the higher price of Kshs 2,742 while the lower price 

was recorded in the livestock farming zone at Kshs 2022. Goat prices were above normal for the 

month.  

 Cattle prices decreased during the month. The price of a medium-sized 3-year old bull was Kshs 

9,000 down by 22.8% from Kshs 11,675 posted last month. Only the livestock farming zone 

posted cattle sales which was a pointer towards increased food stress at household level as they 

were traded for cash to buy food since harvests had been minimal.  

 Maize prices decreased during the month. A kilogram of maize retailed at Kshs 40.8 compared to 

Kshs 44.0 posted last month, signifying a 7.3% decrease. Minimal inter-livelihood variations were 

exhibited as the livestock livelihood zone posted Kshs 41.2 compared to Kshs 40.2 in the mixed 

farming zone. The price decrease across the county was attributed to recent harvests that increased 

the supply of the commodity at household level. The price of posho followed a similar trend as a 

5.29% decrease was recorded from Kshs 49.2 last month to Kshs 46.6 recorded this month. For 

posho, the livestock farming zone posted the lowest price of Kshs 45.5.   

 The main source of income in the county this month was casual labour as was the case last month. 

However, the decreasing trend on reliance on casual labour for income continued this month as the 

proportion decreased from 47% last month to 43% this month due to reduced availability of on-

farm activities. The average daily wage rate however rose by 2.6% from Kshs 189 last month to 

Kshs 194 this month.  

 The percentage of children who were at risk of malnutrition during the month remained was 

similar to last month at 6.6%. Inter-livelihood differences were noted as the livestock farming zone 
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posted 10.5% while the mixed farming zone recorded 2.7%. The proportions in these zones 

however, remained the same as last month.  

 The early warning stage for August for the entire county is alert with a stable trend. 

 

Current Interventions in food security in Kwale County 

  

1) Food 

 168 metric tonnes of maize, 33.6 metric tonnes of pulses and 12.6 metric tonnes of vegetable oil 

was distributed in Msambweni sub-county under the supplementary feeding programme by Kenya 

Red cross. 

 Supplementary feeding program is on-going in 74 facilities with support from Kenya Red Cross, 

Ministry of Health and WFP. 

 

2) Non food aid 

 The livestock department is carrying out commercialization of indigenous poultry in Matuga and 

Kubo, meat-goat up-grading in Kasemeni division in conjunction with NDMA and dairy goat 

promotion in Lunga Lunga division. 

 Plan Kwale is excavating Howa Mwana water pan in Mwereni, Lunga Lunga Division. 

 Growth monitoring, training of community health workers and polio campaign in the whole county 

is on-going under Ministry of public health. 

 Rehabilitation of the Marere head works and pipeline in Golini targeting more than 80,000 

beneficiaries funded by GoK in collaboration with AfD and World Bank. 

 

Recommendations 

 Close monitoring of the human-wildlife conflict that is likely to rise in the coming months. 

 Intensify proper crop husbandry campaigns to capitalize on the off-season showers currently being 

experienced in the county 

 Monitor the declining terms of trade especially in the livestock farming zone as households in this 

zone are likely to begin relying on markets earlier than normal. 

 

 



EWS BULLETIN, AUGUST 2013 | KWALE COUNTY   4 

1. Stability  

1.1 Rainfall.  

1.1.1 Amount of rainfall 

 Light to moderate rainfall has fallen in the county as Kwale sub-county recorded 83 mm for 11 

rainy days, Msambweni registered 122.5 mm for 10 rainy days while Kinango recorded 95.8 mm 

for 11 rainy days. These amounts were above normal for both Kwale and Msambweni sub-

counties but below normal for Kinango. 

1.1.2 Temporal and spatial distribution 

 The rains on-set was in mid-march which was normal. The distribution was fair in the mixed 

farming zone where the rains were continuous for a good part of the season. However, in the 

livestock farming zone, they were erratic and characterized by false starts and pre-mature 

cessation. 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Long term 07-12 8.0 11.0 9.0 65.0 18.0 77.0 34.0 50.0 45.0 113.0201.0 53.0

Average rainfall 2013 0 0 41.0769.47 120 74.7 70.3 83
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Average rainfall for August 2013 versus long-term average 07-12
in Kwale District

 
Source: Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries 



EWS BULLETIN, AUGUST 2013 | KWALE COUNTY   5 

1.2. Natural Vegetation and Pasture condition. 
  

1.2.1 Quality and quantity. 

 The quantity and quality of natural vegetation and pasture remains good in the mixed farming 

zone. However, it has begun to deteriorate in most parts of the livestock farming zone as the rains 

in this zone have ceased altogether. 

1.2.2 Distance to grazing areas. 

  The average return distances to grazing areas decreased by 5.05% from 4.95 km last month to 4.7 

km this month. Regeneration of pasture was still on-going in most parts of the mixed farming 

zone due to the continued off-season showers which could have contributed to the slight decrease 

in distances to grazing areas. 
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Long-term average 07-12 3.5 4.0 4.8 4.4 3.8 4.0 4.6 5.1 5.7 5.4 4.2 3.1

Return distances to 
grazing areas 2013

3.5 4 5.4 5.35 4.2 4.2 4.95 4.7

Average return distances to grazing areas  versus long-term  average for 
August 2013 in Kwale County

 
           Source: NDMA sample sites (sample size n = 360) 

 

 The furthest distances were recorded in the mixed farming zone at 5.7 km having increased by 

5.6% compared to last month’s 5.4 km. The least distance was posted in the livestock farming 

zone although areas in Kinango sub-county continued to exhibit lengthy distances such as 14.7 km. 

Exacerbating water stress was the main reason why distances were considerably lengthier in some 

of these parts in the livestock farming zone. 

 The current return distances to grazing areas were slightly shorter by 7.8% than normal for this 

period of the year. 

 



EWS BULLETIN, AUGUST 2013 | KWALE COUNTY   6 

1.3 Water sources and availability  
 

1.3.1 Main sources of water. 

 The main sources of water remained the same for both livestock and human consumption in the 

county including water pans, boreholes, shallow wells, springs, natural ponds and rivers and 

traditional river wells. These are the normal sources of water for this time of the year.  

 

1.3.2 Household access to water.  

 The current distances to water sources for households was 2.45 km this month compared to 2.5 km 

posted last month. 

 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Long term 07-12 2.2 2.5 2.8 2.4 2.2 2.3 2.5 2.6 2.8 2.7 2.2 1.9

Average distance 2013 2.1 2.3 2.8 2.8 2.5 2.4 2.5 2.45
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Average distance in km for households' access to water in August 2013 
vs long-term average 07-12 in Kwale County

 
    Source: NDMA sample sites (sample size n = 360) 
 

 The furthest distances were recorded in the mixed farming zone at 2.7 km having marginally 

reduced compared to last month’s 2.6 km. The least distance was posted in the livestock farming 

zone at 2.2 km having slightly increased marginally from 2.3 km recorded last month although 

areas of Mwereni continued to exhibit lengthy distances such as 7.5 km. This is because water 

sources have dried because of poor distribution of rainfall mostly in the livestock farming zone 

and some of parts in Lunga Lunga Division.  

 The observed distances were 5.8% shorter than the normal distance for this time of the year. 
 

1.3.3 Livestock access to water. 

 Livestock are currently trekking 5-10 km in the livestock zone slightly higher than the normal 

distance of 3-5km. This distance is likely to lengthen in the coming months as main water sources 

for livestock have dried up. In the mixed farming zone, the distance currently ranges between 1-

2km compared to 1 km normally and are not likely to change as most of the main water points in 

this zone recharged quite adequately during the long rains hence still have sufficient water.   

1.4. Emerging issues. 

1.4.1 Insecurity/Conflict/Human Displacement 

  Human-wildlife conflict involving elephants, buffaloes and baboons has been reported in the 

month.  
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1.4.2 Migration 

 Livestock have migrated especially in areas such as Nyango and Kilibasi in the livestock farming 

zone in search of water and moved towards Ndavaya division.  

1.5 Implications on food security 

 The recent rains have significantly contributed to increased access to water for both livestock and 

domestic use and availability of pasture and forage. It also contributed to substantial crop 

production especially in the mixed farming zone although harvests have been below normal due to 

poor temporal and spatial distribution. However, as the long rains season draws to a close, this 

trend has began to decline especially in the livestock farming zone where distances to grazing 

reserves and major water points are likely to lengthen. The resultant stress on the livestock is likely 

to compromise their production and therefore reduce their productivity. Households in this zone 

are further likely to be at risk for malnutrition due to reduced access to livestock products such as 

milk especially for children aged below five years.  

2.   Availability 

2.1. Livestock production. 

2.1.1. Livestock body condition. 

 The livestock body condition for the small stock is good in both livelihood zones in the county 

which is normal for this time of the year. That of the larger stock is good and normal in the mixed 

farming zone while ranging from poor to fair in the livestock farming zone, which is not normal 

for this time of the year. The deteriorating quality and quantity of the pasture in the latter zone is 

the main reason for the poorer body condition coupled with increased water stress. This state is 

likely to deteriorate in the coming month but will improve with the onset of the short rains season 

that is likely to rejuvenate pasture and browse. 

 

2.1.2 Livestock diseases. 

 Foot and Mouth Disease in cattle and New Castle Disease in poultry has been reported in Samburu 

division. However, the level of disease occurrence is within normal limits for this time of the year. 

 

2.2 Crop production. 

2.2.1. Timeliness and status of crops.  

 The main activities currently include harvesting of the long rain season crop especially in the 

mixed farming zone as well as land preparation for the short rains season crop. Planting of maize, 

beans and cowpeas is also on-going to take advantage of the on-going showers in this zone. In the 

livestock farming zone, the main activity is land preparation for the short rains as harvesting is 

almost complete. The on-farm crop, although at different stages of development due to staggered 

planting times, is however quite stressed in this zone. 

 

2.2.2. Pests and diseases.  

 No pests or diseases have been reported this month. 
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2.2.3. Crop Harvests. 

 Crop harvests recorded in the month include maize, coconuts, oranges, local vegetables, passion 

fruits and cassava, similar to last month. 

 

2.3 Implication on food security 

 Harvesting in the county is almost done with harvests being below normal attributed to the 

sporadic nature of the rains including false starts and early cessation especially in the livestock 

farming zone. As such, households hold minimal stocks compared to normal across both 

livelihood zones, with stocks expected to last a period of three months in the mixed farming zone 

and only one month in the livestock farming zone. Given that the short rains are expected in two 

months’ time, households in the latter livelihood zone are likely to be quite food insecure as food 

stocks will have been depleted by then. Specific divisions that are flagged in this regard include 

Samburu, Kinango and Lunga Lunga divisions. 

 

3. Access.  

3.1 Livestock marketing. 

3.1.1 Goat prices.  

 A medium-sized 3-yr-old goat was selling at Kshs 2,383 having increased by 27.78% from Kshs 

1,865 recorded in July as indicated in the table below. This was likely due to the increased demand 

due to Ramadhan festivities in the county.  

 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Long-term average 07-12 1843.51814.51504.9 1760 1658 1724.5 1635 1700 1675 1,650. 1,850. 1,950

Average goat prices 2013 2,100 2,000 2398 2049 2041 1894 1865 2383
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Average goat prices at household level for August 2013

versus long-term average 07-12 for Kwale County

 
              Source: NDMA sample sites (sample size n = 360) 

 

  The highest price was recorded in the mixed farming zone at Kshs 2,742.9 while the least was 

recorded in the livestock farming zone at Kshs 2,022.2. While prices continue to increase in the 

mixed farming zone by 36.8% from Kshs 2,005 to Kshs. 2,742.9 recorded last month, they have 

increased by a meager 1.11% from Kshs 2,000 to Kshs. 2,022.2 recorded last month. The 

livestock body condition was much better in the mixed farming zone than in the livestock farming 

zone hence the higher price in the latter livelihood zone. 

 The current price was higher than the normal price expected at this time of the year. 
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3.1.2 Cattle prices 

 A medium-sized 3-yr old bull was selling at Kshs 9,000 down by a 22.9% margin compared to 

Kshs 11,675 posted last month. The decline in price was due to the deteriorating livestock body 

condition due to increasing water stress especially in the livestock farming zone coupled with 

lengthy distances to grazing areas. 

 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Long term ave 07-12 17718 13832 13295 1418113133.1409612185.11946 14096 14111 17506 20039

Average cattle prices 2013 19950 18967 14167 15000 14917 16200 11675 9000
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Average household cattle prices for Kwale County in
August 2013 versus long-term average 07-12

   
 Source: NDMA sample sites (sample size n = 360) 

 

 The livestock livelihood zone recorded Kshs 9,000 while no sales were recorded in the mixed 

farming zone this month. Most households in the former zone were engaging in asset stripping in 

order to purchase food since little harvests were realized in this zone. Distress sales are currently 

the main source of income for this livelihood zone due to increased food stress. Households in the 

mixed farming had food stocks in place from the recent harvests and were therefore not compelled 

to trade off their livestock.  

 The price was 24.7% lower than the normal price although the trend was as expected for this time 

of the year. The decrease in price compared to normal could be attributed to poor body condition 

of cattle presently particularly in the livestock farming zone. 
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3.3 Grain Marketing. 

3.3.1 Market price of maize  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Maize long-term average 07-12 29 32 31 36 41 43 46 43 39 39 39 39

Average maize price 2013 45.4 45.6 47.2 43.7 46.8 42.2 44.0 40.8
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Average maize prices at household level for August 2013 versus long-term
average 07-12 for Kwale County

 
Source: NDMA sample sites (sample size n = 360) 

 

 A kilogram of maize was trading at Kshs 40.8 in August compared to Kshs 44.0 last month 

recording a 7.3 % decrease. The slight decrease in price is attributable to the recent harvests as 

most households have some food stocks in place and are therefore not depending on markets so 

much.  

 Minimal inter-livelihood zone variations in price were recorded as the highest price was recorded 

in the livestock farming zone at Kshs 41.2 while the least was recorded in the mixed farming zone 

at Kshs 40.2. Prices had also reduced in both livelihood zones as the livestock farming zone 

recorded a 10% decrease from Kshs 45.8 last month to Kshs. 41.2 in August while the mixed 

farming one recorded a 4.6% decrease from Kshs. 42.1 in July to Kshs 40.2 this month. The 

harvests realized in both livelihood zones contributed to the lowered prices. 

 The current price was 5.1% below the normal price at this time of the year although the trend is 

normal. 

 

3.3.2. Market price of posho.  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Posho long-term average 07-12 41.5 40 37.5 47.5 49.5 50 50 48 42 44 44 44

Average posho price 2013 53 53 50.7 49.4 47.7 48.25 49.2 46.6
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Average posho prices at household level for August 2013 versus 
long-term average 07-12 in Kwale County

              Source: NDMA sample sites (sample size n = 360) 

 

 A kilogram of posho was trading at Kshs 46.6 almost similar to Kshs 49.2 posted last month 

having reduced by 5.29%. Increased availability of food from the recent harvests made 

households to rely less on retail shops hence the decrease in price.  
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 The highest price was recorded in the mixed farming zone at Kshs 47.7 while the least was 

recorded in the livestock farming zone at Kshs 45.5. Livestock farming price recorded a decrease 

of 7.7% from Kshs 49.3 to Kshs. 45.5 and mixed farming zone price also reduced by 2.9% from 

Kshs. 49.1 to Kshs 47.7 compared to last month. 

 The current price was 2.9% below the normal price at this time of the year.  

 

3.4. Income. 

 
 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

  

     Source: NDMA sample sites (sample size n = 347) 

 

 The main source of income this month was casual labour similar to last month, although the 

proportion of households relying on it reduced from 47% last month to 43% this month. This was 

likely due to decreased on-farm activity as harvesting is almost complete in both livelihood zones.  

 The average daily wage rate this month was Kshs 194 having increased by 2.6% from Kshs 189 

posted last month. The mixed farming zone posted the highest rate at Kshs. 212 having reduced by 

1.4% from Kshs. 209 while the livestock farming zone posted the least at Kshs 176 up by 4.1% 

from 169 compared to last month.  

 As on-farm activities reduce in the county, casual labour is likely to reduce in demand. As it is a 

major income earner for 43% of the populace in the county, this is likely to compromise these 

households’ purchasing power, as most of them would have to rely on markets for food after 

exhausting their food stocks. Households in the livestock farming zone are likely to be particularly 

affected as current stock levels are likely to have been depleted by end of next month.  

 

3.5. Implications on food security. 

 Although food commodity prices have temporarily reduced, this is only a short-term reprieve from 

food stress as prices are likely to increase after the depletion of household food stocks in the 

coming months. In the back-drop of reducing availability of casual labour hence reduced income, 

households are likely to engage in increased negative coping strategies such as the sale of charcoal 

to curb the lean season through to the short rains in two months’ time. Livestock prices are also 

likely to take a downward trend as pastures and browse deteriorate and their body condition 

deteriorates, further compounding the problem of reduced income to those dependent on livestock. 

As most households will rely on markets after food stocks depletion, these likely scenarios will 

impact negatively on the food security trend in the county. 
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4. Utilization. 

4.1 Nutrition status. 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Long term mean 06-12 6.5 6.725 6.825 7 7.1 6.95 7.375 7.3 7.25 7 6.625 6.4

Average MUAC 2013 8.00 8.10 6.35 7.05 7.10 6.00 6.65 6.60
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Average Mid-Upper Arm Circumference for July 2013 versus 
long-term average 06-12 in Kwale County

       Source: NDMA sample sites (sample size n = 1868) 

 

 The percentage of children at risk of malnutrition was 6.6% this month almost similar to last 

month’s 6.65%.  

 The highest share of children at risk was posted in the livestock farming zone at 10.5% and has 

remained stable compared to last month. The mixed farming zone posted the least proportion of 

children at risk at 2.7% having reduced slightly from 2.8% posted last month.  

 The proportion of children at risk was 9.6% below normal for this time of the year and the trend 

was also as expected. 

 

4.2 Health.  

 Diarrhea, worm infestation, malaria and upper respiratory tract infections were reported this month 

similar to last month. 
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5. Current intervention measures and coping strategies 

5.1 Non food aid interventions 

 The livestock department is carrying out commercialization of indigenous poultry in Matuga and 

Kubo, meat-goat up-grading in Kasemeni division in conjunction with NDMA and dairy goat 

promotion in Lunga Lunga division. 

 Plan Kwale is excavating Howa Mwana water pan in Mwereni, Lunga Lunga Division. 

 Growth monitoring, training of community health workers and polio campaign in the whole county 

is on-going under Ministry of public health. 

 Rehabilitation of the Marere head works and pipeline in Golini targeting more than 80,000 

beneficiaries funded by GoK in collaboration with AfD and World Bank. 

 

5.2 Food aid 

 168 metric tonnes of maize, 33.6 metric tonnes of pulses and 12.6 metric tonnes of vegetable oil 

was distributed in Msambweni sub-county under the supplementary feeding programme by Kenya 

Red cross. 

 Supplementary feeding program is on-going in 74 facilities with support from Kenya Red Cross, 

Ministry of Health and WFP. 

 

5.3 Coping strategies 

 The coping strategy index for August was 2.15% compared to 2.3% posted last month. 

 Common coping mechanisms include increased reduction in number and meal rations, skipping of 

meals, engaging in casual labour, purchasing food on credit, reliance on relief rations, the sale of 

charcoal and withdrawal of children from school.  

 The coping strategy index was normal in both the mixed and livestock farming zones. 

 

 

6.0 Recommendations 

 Close monitoring of the human-wildlife conflict that is likely to rise in the coming months. 

 Intensify proper crop husbandry campaigns to capitalize on the off-season showers currently being 

experienced in the county 

 Monitor the declining terms of trade especially in the livestock farming zone as households in this 

zone are likely to begin relying on markets earlier than normal. 

 

 

The early warning stage for August is alert with a stable trend. 

 


