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This document provides a weekly overview of developments in Afghanistan from 06 – 12 March 2012, 

with hyper-links to source material highlighted in blue and underlined in the text. For more information 

on the topics below or other issues pertaining to events in Afghanistan, contact the members of 

the Afghanistan Team, or visit our website at www.cimicweb.org. 

  
 

Economic Development                    Steven A. Zyck  ►  steve.zyck@cimicweb.org 
                                    

he Institute for War and Peace Reporting (IWPR) says that Afghanistan is facing a new 

wave of counterfeiting. Forged afghani bills, many of a high denomination, are circu-

lating, thus leaving many Afghans wary about using the country’s official currency. 

One Afghan woman who works for a private company told IWPR the following: “When there 

were no forged afghanis on the market, I used to change my salary [from foreign currency] into 

afghanis and deposit them in my bank account. Now I want to open a US dollar account be-

cause afghanis aren’t reliable.” The head of Afghanistan’s Central Bank suggested that the 

counterfeit bills were originating in foreign countries, and others interviewed by IWPR indicat-

ed that most were believed to come from Pakistan. The BBC News reported a similar trend in 

September 2011, when currency traders claimed that the improved quality of counterfeit bills 

made them nearly undetectable to the machines used to verify the authenticity of currency. 

A greater-than-anticipated number of firms bid for the rights to gold and copper deposits re-

cently put out for tender by the Afghan government, according to The Globe & Mail. Experts 

believed around 10 companies would submit bids, but expectations grew throughout the week 

once offers began to arrive at the Ministry of Mines (MoM). By 07 March, 23 bids had already 

been received, according to Pajhwok Afghan News. Afghanistan’s Minister of Mines, Wa-

hidullah Shahrani, said the following while in Canada to spread information about his coun-

try’s natural resources: “Developing our potentially rich mineral sector can be a key instrument 

to sustain growth in the long term. No country can depend on international aid forever.” 

The New York Times finds that the Afghan government has not taken steps to prosecute high-

profile instances of corruption, including those with significant implications for the country’s 

economy. One such example is the case of Sherkhan Farnood, the former chairman of Kabul 

Bank, Afghanistan’s largest private financial institution, who is accused of having stolen hun-

dreds of millions of US dollars from the bank. The Afghan government eventually paid nearly 

USD 1 billion to bail out the bank but has thus far not taken steps to prosecute Farnood. The 

New York Times found Farnood, who was released from  jail to collect Kabul Bank’s missing 

assets, gambling on poker despite owing the Afghan government USD 467 million. In another 

example, the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) reportedly had provided evidence 

to the Afghan government that the Afghan National Army’s (ANA) former surgeon general, 

General Ahmad Zia Yaftali, had stolen “tens of millions” of US dollars worth of drugs from an 

ANA hospital. Evidence of the former surgeon general’s corruption was reportedly presented 

to President Hamid Karzai more than a year ago, but the Afghan government has reportedly 

declined to take action based on this evidence. Experts such as Anthony Cordesman of the 

Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) expressed concern that it was too late to 

make anti-corruption a greater focus area for the international community, which is currently 

attempting to hand over security responsibility and other functions to the Afghan government. 

Cordesman told The New York Times that “[i]t’s a little late in the game to worry about anticor-

ruption measures because what in the world is the alternative going to be?” 

In related news, Afghanistan’s Attorney General’s Office has arrested 13 people for allegedly 

embezzling USD 35 million from the state-run Pashtani Bank, says Pajhwok. Those arrested  
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https://www.cimicweb.org/
http://iwpr.net/report-news/afghans-alarmed-spread-fake-banknotes
http://iwpr.net/report-news/afghans-alarmed-spread-fake-banknotes
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-south-asia-14977454
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/industry-news/energy-and-resources/canadian-firms-guide-afghan-efforts-to-unlock-mining-treasure-trove/article2361979/
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/2012-03-07-Foreign-Firms-Bid-Minerals-PAN.pdf
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/industry-news/energy-and-resources/canadian-firms-guide-afghan-efforts-to-unlock-mining-treasure-trove/article2361979/
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/03/08/world/asia/corruption-remains-intractable-in-afghanistan-under-karzai-government.html?partner=rssnyt&emc=rss
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/03/08/world/asia/corruption-remains-intractable-in-afghanistan-under-karzai-government.html?partner=rssnyt&emc=rss
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/2012-03-11-Pashtani-Bank-Scandal-PAN.pdf
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include the bank’s former head as well as several employees of the Af-

ghan government’s Ministry for Urban Development. Those involved in 

the scheme reportedly gave loans to 70 different companies with no 

expectation of re-payment; deeds for land used as collateral by 70 com-

panies were reportedly falsified. 

In agricultural news, a pilot saffron cultivation initiative in Helmand 

province has reportedly yielded initial success. The crop grows well in 

Helmand, which produces more poppies than any other province in the 

country. The saffron pilot project was run by the provincial department 

of agriculture, which is also working to transition Afghan farmers from 

growing poppies to wheat, vegetables and fruits, such as pomegranates. 

Saffron is considered a particularly viable alternative since it can yield 

as much as USD 3,000 per kg in Afghanistan and up to USD 8,000 per 

kg on international markets. Farmers indicated that they would only 

cultivate saffron if they were guaranteed  a buyer for their produce..  

Pakistani Foreign Minister Hina Rabbani Khar stated that, while the 

Pakistani legislature was still determining whether to allow NATO sup-

plies to travel across Pakistani soil, the country is allowing transit trade 

with Afghanistan to move forward, according to The Nation. Khar not-

ed the Pakistani government’s acknowledgement that Afghans had a right to import and export goods via Pakistani without interfer-

ence. 

Lastly, while food prices in Kabul remained stable, the cost of fuel increased this past week, reports Pajhwok. The price of a litre of 

diesel rose from AFN 62 to AFN 64, and petrol went from AFN 60 to AFN 63. The value of the afghani currency against the Pakistani 

rupee and US dollar also fell by approximately one third of one percentage point. 

 

 

Governance & Rule of  Law                           Stefanie Nijssen  ►  stefanie.nijssen@cimicweb.org  

  

n a protest against the killing of Afghan civilians by a US soldier in Kandahar, the Wolesi Jirga, Afghanistan’s lower house of par-

liament, was closed on 12 March, according to Pajhwok Afghan News. The BBC says that US President Barack Obama had called 

President Hamid Karzai to express condolences over the deaths, vowing to hold accountable anyone responsible for the incident. 

US Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said a full investigation was already underway. For further information on this situation, see the 

Security and Force Protection section of this “Afghanistan Review”. 

The Afghan and US governments have signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) after months of negotiations concerning the 

transfer of US-run detention facilities to Afghan control, The Guardian reports. The countries agreed to transfer the US government’s 

main detention centre in the country, which is located in Parwan province, to Afghan control within six months, according to the As-

sociated Press (AP). Under the MoU, the United States will still have access to the detention centre and will also be able to block the 

release of detainees held there. In addition, US personnel will provide support and advice to the Afghan commander at the detention 

facility for up to one year, the BBC says. Meanwhile, the two countries are also working on an MoU concerning night raids, reports 

Outlook Afghanistan. The AP reports that the transfer of US detention centres to Afghan control and the future of night raids are par-

ticularly significant given that they are two of the issues holding up the establishment of a strategic partnership agreement between the 

US and Afghan governments. The agreement, which American officials hope to have in place before the NATO Summit in Chicago in 

May, would formalise the role of the United States and the status of US soldiers in Afghanistan after the conclusion of the NATO mis-

sion there in 2014. 

Afghan Foreign Minister Zalmai Rassoul will meet with officials in Qatar to discuss reconciliation with the Taliban, says Reuters. The 

Afghan government had, according to Reuters, previously felt side-lined by talks between the US government and the Taliban in Qa-

tar, a sentiment which led Afghanistan to recall its ambassador to Qatar in December 2011. Qatar’s role is described as being signifi-

cant, given that peace talks reportedly involve the potential transfer of five Taliban prisoners from the US prison at Guantanamo Bay 

to a Qatari detention facility. While the US government has not yet formally agreed to the prisoner transfer, the AP reported that the 

five Taliban prisoners in question told a visiting Afghan delegation they agreed to being transferred to Qatar. 

A government-appointed body of 150 leading Muslim clerics, the Ulema Council, issued a statement this month urging the application 

of a conservative interpretation of Islamic law regarding women, according to The Wall Street Journal. The Council said Afghan law 

should require women to wear the veil, forbid them from mixing with men in places of work or education and prohibit them from 

traveling without a male chaperone. “Men are fundamental and women are secondary,” the Ulema Council said in a statement trans-

lated into English by the Afghanistan Analysts Network. According to The Guardian, the new guidelines state that “teasing, harass-

ment and beating of women” without justification laid out in Sharia law would be prohibited.  

I 

 

 

The World Food Programme (WFP) and Afghan gov-

ernment’s Ministry for Rural Rehabilitation and Devel-

opment (MRRD) distributed 1,700 tonnes of grains to 

4,000 poor families in Jowzjan province in northern 

Afghanistan, according to Pajhwok. Several thousand 

additional families are expected to receive food aid dur-

ing a second round of distribution in the coming weeks. 

In addition, a Madrid-based organisation, DARA, re-

leased its latest Humanitarian Response Index, which 

ranks international donors according to a range of prin-

ciples related to effectiveness and accountability, says 

the UN-affiliated Integrated Regional Information Net-

work. The Index gave top spots to Norway, Denmark, 

Sweden, Ireland and the Netherlands. The United States 

came in at 17 out of 19 countries, followed by Luxem-

bourg and Italy. 

Humanitarian Update 

http://tolonews.com/en/business/5555-saffron-suits-helmands-climate-grows-well-
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Helmand.aspx
http://www.nation.com.pk/pakistan-news-newspaper-daily-english-online/national/09-Mar-2012/afghan-transit-trade-restored-hina
http://www.nation.com.pk/pakistan-news-newspaper-daily-english-online/national/09-Mar-2012/afghan-transit-trade-restored-hina
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/2012-03-08-Kabul-Price-Update-PAN.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/PAJHWOK_AngryWJshutParliamentReactToKandaharKillings.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Kandahar.aspx
http://wj.parliament.af/english.aspx
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-17334646
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/mar/09/afghan-us-deal-detention-facilities
http://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/us-afghans-reach-deal-handover-prisons-15883177#.T1omr_E7VKZ
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Parwan.aspx
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-17312911
http://outlookafghanistan.net/news?post_id=3633
http://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/us-afghans-reach-deal-handover-prisons-15883177#.T1omr_E7VKZ
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/sns-rt-us-afghanistan-qatar-talibanbre82905g-20120309,0,4810421.story
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/insurgents-assault-police-checkpoint-in-east-afghanistan-2-officers-and-3-attackers-killed/2012/03/10/gIQAjonY2R_story.html
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/WSJ_AfghanWomenSeenLosingGround.pdf
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/mar/05/afghanistan-women
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/2012-03-06-Wheat-Distribution-Jawzjan-PAN.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/jowzjan.aspx
http://daraint.org/humanitarian-response-index/humanitarian-response-index-2011/
http://m.irinnews.org/95035.htm
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Although the points made by the Ulema Council are not legally binding, President Karzai told Pajhwok that the set of guidelines “rep-

resents the country’s Islamic viewpoint and all Muslims of Afghanistan are bound to respect it”. Ahmad Shah Behzad, a member of 

the Wolesi Jirga, said that the Ulema Council’s statement “is against the constitution, against human rights and against women’s 

rights”. Behzad also warned that President Karzai is at risk of neglecting his duty to protect the constitution. US Secretary of State 

Hillary Clinton telephoned President Karzai to discuss the matter, according to a US government official cited by Outlook Afghani-

stan. A US State Department spokeswoman said that President Karzai “made clear that the Ulema Council is an advisory body, it 

doesn’t have force of law and that the force of law in Afghanistan is the Afghan constitution”.  

Nader Nadery, a former commissioner on Afghanistan’s Independent Human Rights Commission (AIHRC), said that the Ulema 

Council’s statement marks a disturbing return to the language and ideology of the Taliban, according to The Guardian. The edict also 

prompted many young Afghans to stream to social media sites to lampoon the rulings, reports the BBC. Afghan bloggers responded to 

the statement, and many new sites were created to campaign against the Ulema Council’s edict. However, most of those who have 

taken to social media to protest this week are from the country’s young, educated urban elite. In other parts of the country, the reaction 

was mixed. Abdul Salam, a student of Islamic theology from southern Afghanistan, for instance, said that he supported the comments 

by the Ulema Council “because it is in accordance with Islam”. 

Meanwhile, Afghanistan’s government marked International Women’s Day on 

08 March with a gathering at the Ministry of Interior in Kabul to recognise 

women’s contribution to society, Tolo News reports. This event came as the 

United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan and UN Women urged the 

Afghan government to fully and promptly implement the law on Elimination 

of Violence against Women. A 2011 report by the AIHRC found that violence 

against Afghan women is on the rise.  

In related news, US National Public Radio says that women serving in the 

Afghan security forces report facing sexual coercion by male colleagues. 

“Some women are being promoted only if they agree to give sexual favors,” 

said one female officer. The level of sexual abuse in the security forces leaves 

some women too ashamed to admit that they are members of the Afghan Na-

tional Police (ANP). A female ANP member cited in the article told of one 

instance in which a group of men broke into her house and raped her repeatedly in front of her small children. The woman recognised 

some of them as police and refrained from reporting the incident for fear of public disgrace, and because she believes the police chief 

already knew of the attack. Meanwhile, Sadiq Sadiqi, the spokesman for the Afghan Interior Ministry said that “women police are 

working closely alongside their Afghan brothers. I totally reject any report that they are being abused by their male counterparts.” 

President Karzai has accepted a proposal from provincial governors regarding their participation in cabinet meetings, Pajhwok states. 

During a meeting at the Presidential Palace, the governors shared their problems with President Karzai and suggested steps to improve 

governance at the local level. Nangarhar Governor Gul Agha Sherzai urged the vice-presidents to visit each province to know the 

problems facing residents and officials. Balkh Governor Atta Mohammad Noor suggested governors should be given more authority, 

and Bamian Governor Habiba Sarabi sought the creation of a special fund for people affected by natural disasters. President Karzai 

also briefed the provincial governors on the regional situation, progress on the proposed strategic pact with the United States and his 

recent trip to Pakistan. 

The Afghan government has made progress during the last year in fighting drug trafficking and poppy cultivation, according to the US 

State Department’s “2012 International Narcotics Control Strategy Report”. According to Agence France-Presse, the report attributed 

much of the success to increased security and to “an impressive display of political will” by the governor of Helmand province, Mo-

hammad Gulab Mangal. “These gains remain fragile, however, as cultivation and trafficking levels are closely connected to broader 

economic opportunity, security, and the government’s ability to project the rule of law,” the report found.  

Members of Afghanistan’s senate, the Meshrano Jirga, accused the governor of Kandahar province, Toryalai Weesa, of misappropri-

ating funds meant for development projects, Pajhwok reports. After failing to appear in front of lawmakers as summoned, a senator 

accused Weesa of embezzlement and other forms of corruption and demanded his immediate dismissal. The governor’s office rejected 

the allegations as baseless and suggested that the accusations were intended to prevent Weesa from moving forward with a campaign 

against illegal land seizures. 
 

 

Security & Force Protection                                                Mark Checchia  ►  mark.checchia@cimicweb.org    

                                      

s many as 16 civilians were reportedly killed overnight on 11 March by a US Army sergeant, MSNBC is reporting. US officials 

say only one soldier, who is currently in the custody of the US military, was involved in the killings. However, some Afghan 

villagers in the affected area say a group of soldiers was involved. The Associated Press says the Taliban posted a statement on 

their website which says that the insurgent group will take revenge “for every single martyr”. The killings took place in Panjwayi dis-

trict of Kandahar province, where the Taliban presence has been strong and where international and Afghan forces have been involved 

A 

Afghan policewomen at work        Source: Jalil Rezayee/EPA 

https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/PAJHWOK_PresDefendsUlamaOnWomenGuidelines.pdf
http://outlookafghanistan.net/news?post_id=3634
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/mar/05/afghanistan-women
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-17296607
http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/5581-afghanistan-marks-international-womens-day-amid-criticism
http://unama.unmissions.org/Default.aspx?tabid=1741&ctl=Details&mid=1882&ItemID=16506
http://www.aihrc.org.af/media/files/Reports/SECR/Report%20on%20ESCR_Final_English_12_2011.pdf
http://www.npr.org/2012/03/08/148041305/for-afghan-policewomen-sex-abuse-is-a-job-hazard
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/PAJHWOK_GovernorsAllowedAttendCabinetMeetings.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Nangarhar.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Balkh.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Bamian.aspx
http://www.state.gov/j/inl/rls/nrcrpt/2012/index.htm
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5jBDkPCv39kTrasQmeDp6JKgZMQfQ?docId=CNG.7feae09cde7d4c3d75379bfb3430d933.fd1
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Helmand.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/PAJHWOK_SenatorsAccuseWeesaMisappFunds.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/PAJHWOK_SenatorsAccuseWeesaMisappFunds.pdf
http://worldnews.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2012/03/11/10646142-taliban-vow-revenge-after-us-soldier-kills-16-civilians-in-afghanistan
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/mar/12/taliban-vow-revenge-afghan-attack?%20(AP)
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Kandahar.aspx
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/mar/05/afghanistan-women


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13 March 2012  Page 4 
 

for several years. ISAF has stepped up security out of concern for retaliatory attacks, and the US Embassy has warned US citizens in 

Afghanistan to be on the alert for possible reprisal. 

Six British troops were killed in an explosion in Kandahar province, The Guardian reports. The soldiers reportedly were patrolling in 

a 25-tonne Warrior armoured vehicle (pictured below). The BBC reported the explosion may have been caused by a roadside bomb 

recently implanted by insurgents, or it may have hit a mine remnant from the Soviet era. 

Afghan soldiers are now “the first forces through the door” in night raids targeting 

high-value insurgents, according to US Admiral William McRaven, commander of 

US Special Operations Command.  McRaven, testifying before the US Senate 

Armed Services Committee iterated that night raids are essential in fighting the 

insurgents and pose less danger to local villagers in the area.  In the past, night 

raids have been criticised by President Hamid Karzai and other Afghan leaders 

who say they lead to civilian deaths and violate Afghans’ privacy, reports United 

Press International.    McRaven asserts that placing Afghan forces in the lead has 

helped to calm the situation and people’s anxieties.   

US authorities are investigating allegations that some Afghan Air Force (AAF) 

personnel are using AAF assets to move drugs and weapons around the country, 

according to Reuters. “Authorities are trying to determine whether the allegations 

warrant a full investigation”, said a spokesman for the NATO Training Mission-Afghanistan (NTM-A), which trains and provides 

financial support to the AAF. The Wall Street Journal, which first broke the story, said the investigation is also looking into whether 

the killing of eight US Air Force personnel by an AAF officer in April 2011 was related to AAF involvement in trafficking. Most of 

the eight victims had been part of the team investigating drug- and gun-running allegations against the AAF.  

The Afghan Public Protection Force (APPF) , as of 09 March, has signed seven contracts with organisations requiring its security ser-

vices, according to an NTM-A press release. Further contracts for the APPF are also reportedly nearing completion. In accordance 

with Presidential Decree 62, which was issued by President Karzai in August 2010, the APPF is assuming responsibility for security 

services in Afghanistan from private security companies (see CFC Thematic Report “Private Security Companies Give Way to the 

Afghan Public Protection Force”, October 2011). The APPF is currently focusing on assumption of  security responsibility for devel-

opment projects, convoys and commercial businesses. The APPF will continue the transition in the coming weeks, signing contracts 

with more domestic and international customers and transitioning more guards from private security companies to the APPF.   

Afghan forces and members of the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) captured several Taliban insurgents on 05 and 06 

March, Tolo News reports. An ISAF statement cited by Tolo News stated that the three insurgents, two of whom are described as lead-

ers, were captured in a joint operation in Helmand province on 05 March. One of the leaders reportedly directed attacks in Nad-e Ali 

district; the other coordinated ambushes and roadside bombings in Marjah. A fourth insurgent, who is described as a Taliban facilita-

tor, was captured by Afghan and ISAF troops in Kunduz province on 06 March. The facilitator provided weapons, ammunition and 

explosives to insurgents throughout the province. Two additional suspected insurgents were detained during the operation. 

Recent precipitation across Afghanistan is expected to benefit the poppy crop in Taliban-controlled areas, Pajhwok Afghan News says. 

Officials of the Afghan meteorological service say the recent snowfall in central and northern provinces is the heaviest in 15 years. 

“The snowfall and cold weather in different parts of the country, especially in Kandahar, will have a good effect on the  poppy crop,” 

the Kandahar agriculture director told Pajhwok. The official said that poppy yields are expected to increase in areas controlled by the 

Taliban unless additional snowfall arrives to damage the crops in southern parts of the province. A 2009 report published by the Unit-

ed States Institute of Peace suggests that strong poppy yields have contributed to the Taliban resurgence in southern Afghanistan. 

At least four civilians have been killed and ten others injured in a blast in Kandahar province on 07 March, Tolo News reports. The 

explosion occurred at a police checkpoint in Spin Boldak district near the border crossing with Pakistan. An Afghan policeman was 

among the wounded. No group has yet claimed responsibility. 

Nine policemen were killed in Uruzgan province on 07 March when “a number of Taliban insurgents” attacked police checkpoints, 

according to Tolo News. A provincial spokesman said nine were killed and a tenth, who officials believe may have been complicit in 

the incident, is missing. The Taliban have claimed responsibility for the attack. 
 

 

Social & Strategic Infrastructure                                           Rainer Gonzalez  ►  rainer.gonzalez@cimicweb.org                                         

 

he government of Japan will contribute USD 23 million to support United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) ac-

tivities in Afghanistan, according to a UNODC press release. USD 9 million will be used to strengthen the Afghan criminal 

justice system, including through the establishment of a forensic laboratory and mobile detection teams to aid in counter-

narcotics efforts. The remaining USD 14 million will be allocated to projects in Afghanistan and neighbouring countries related to 

sectors such as law enforcement, research, advocacy, criminal justice and health. Specifically, the Japanese contribution will aid Af-

T 

Warrior Armoured Vehicle        Source: Daily Mail/PA 
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http://ntm-a.com/wordpress2/archives/9952
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20Security%20Archive/CFC_Afg_PSCs-and-APPF_Oct11.pdf
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http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/5567-kandahar-blast-kills-four?
http://www.tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/5576-taliban-kills-nine-uruzgan-police
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Uruzgan.aspx
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/frontpage/2012/March/japan-contributes-nearly-23-million-to-support-unodc-work-in-afghanistan-and-the-region.html
http://i.dailymail.co.uk/i/pix/2012/03/07/article-2111405-1210077C000005DC-485_634x388.jpg
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ghanistan, Iran, Pakistan and Tajikistan in stemming the flow of precursor chemicals and other items used to convert Afghan poppies 

into heroin and other drugs. 

In addition, the government of Japan has pledged USD 11 million to the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) to implement a 

socioeconomic survey in Ghor and Dai Kundi provinces, says Pajhwok Afghan News. The survey, which will focus on population 

size, gender, age, mortality, birth rates, unemployment, displacement and economic status, will be carried out by the Afghan govern-

ment’s Central Statistics Organization in conjunction with UNFPA. Furthermore, Pajhwok reports that the German government will 

provide USD 312 million in development aid for Kabul, Takhar, Badakhshan, Baghlan and Balkh provinces. According to Afghan 

Finance Minister Omar Zakhilwal, the money will be spent on a range of socioeconomic, health, education and governance projects.  

In related news, Afghanistan’s Ministry of Finance said that more soft loans from the World Bank, the Asian Development Bank and 

the Islamic Development Bank will be required to implement key infrastructure projects, reports Pajhwok. However, Saifuddin Sai-

hon, an economist at Kabul University, said that “there is no need for loans as long as the capacity of government departments and 

ministries is not improved”. Saihon noted that several ministries were unable to use more than 40% of their assigned funds last year 

due to poor capacity and corruption.  

The Afghan government’s Independent Administrative Reform and Civil Service Commission decided that the quota for women in 

government jobs would be increased from 20% to 30%, according to Pajhwok. Ahmad Massoud, chief of the Civil Service Manage-

ment Department, said that women comprise 20% of the country’s 400,000 government employees and that this figure reflects a sig-

nificant improvement in recent years. However, he also noted that female representation was still inadequate and reflected a number of 

problems facing women’s employment, including their limited access to higher levels of education. Accordingly, Massoud announced 

that specific training courses would be arranged in foreign countries in order to prepare Afghan women for government jobs. 

Likewise, the Afghan Red Crescent Society (ARCS) says it is putting women at the centre of its health programmes, according to a 

press release from the International Federation of Red Cross and Red 

Crescent Societies. The ARCS reportedly trained two women who, ac-

companied by a relative, travelled to remote areas in Afghanistan to ex-

plain the importance of involving women in health to community leaders. 

Using this approach the two women identified, recruited and trained vol-

unteers within several communities, the majority of whom were illiterate. 

These local volunteers are described as being vital in transmitting key 

health messages within their communities and in referring women to 

health clinics for specialised treatment.  

In addition, a number of individual social and infrastructure developments 

were reported by the media during the course of the past week:  

a. Four million Afghan books are held up at Karachi port, reports Pajh-

wok. Although the Pakistani Prime Minister Yusuf Raza Gilani or-

dered the release of the Afghanistan-bound containers, the local offi-

cials at the Karachi port have not yet cleared the book shipment.   

b. As many as 12 schools have been closed in Khost province due to the 

shortage of teachers, reports Pajhwok. Although there are enough 

teachers in the provincial capital, Khost city, many are reluctant to 

travel to remote areas to teach due to the lack of security.  

c. Approximately 56,000 people countrywide, 30-40% of them women, 

have completed vocational training courses during the current year, 

reports Pajhwok. The courses included mobile phone repair, car-

pentry, tailoring, carpet-weaving and beekeeping. Around 80% of the 

trainees have been able to find jobs.  

d. Funds from the Danish Refugee Council’s Business Partnership have 

financed courses on tailoring for 70 women, who have also received 

the opportunity to start small tailoring enterprises in the Charahi 

Qamber slum on the outskirts of Kabul, reports a Danish Refugee 

Council press release. In addition to the tailoring courses, the partici-

pants also received instruction related to literacy, child rearing, hy-

giene, nutrition and other issues. 

 

 

Efforts to find survivors of the avalanche that buried 

the village of Deh Pashin in Shaki district of Ba-

dakhshan province on 04 March have ended, reports 

Pajhwok. The rescue efforts were primarily led by 

the Afghan National Army, which was also involved 

in providing airlift and assistance to the affected fam-

ilies alongside the Afghanistan National Disaster 

Management Authorities (ANDMA). The NGO Fo-

cus and the Afghan Red Crescent Society provided 

tents, food and warm clothes.  
 

In its most recent incident report, the United Nations 

Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

(OCHA) reported that 50 people were confirmed 

dead and that another 140 are believed to be buried 

under the snow. OCHA points out that the rescue 

efforts as well as the search and recovery tasks have 

been arduous due to the remoteness of the village 

and the weather conditions. Shaki district has one 

doctor and one nurse for a population of 30,000. 

 

 

Humanitarian Update 

https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/Japan%20donates%20$11%20m%20for%20socio-economic%20survey%20in%20Ghor,%20Daikundi%20_%20Pajhwok%20Afghan%20News.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Ghor.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/DaiKundi.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/Germany%20pumps%20in%20$312%20million%20aid%20to%20Afghanistan%20_%20Pajhwok%20Afghan%20News.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/AFGHANISTANPROVINCIALMAP/Pages/Kabul.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Takhar.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Badakhshan.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Baghlan.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Balkh.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/Soft%20loans%20needed%20for%20key%20projects_%20Ministry%20of%20Finance%20_%20Pajhwok%20Afghan%20News.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/Women’s%20job%20quota%20to%20be%20increased%20by%2010pc%20_%20Pajhwok%20Afghan%20News.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/Women’s%20job%20quota%20to%20be%20increased%20by%2010pc%20_%20Pajhwok%20Afghan%20News.pdf
http://www.ifrc.org/news-and-media/news-stories/asia-pacific/afghanistan/putting-women-at-the-centre-of-community-health-programmes/
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/Millions%20of%20books%20for%20Afghan%20students%20stuck%20in%20Pakistan%20_%20Pajhwok%20Afghan%20News.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/Teachers’%20shortage%20closes%20Khost%20schools%20_%20Pajhwok%20Afghan%20News.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Khost.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/56,000%20complete%20vocation%20training%20courses%20_%20Pajhwok%20Afghan%20News.pdf
http://www.drc.dk/news/news/artikel/danish-companies-create-hope-for-women-in-kabul/
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/44%20dead,%20hundreds%20trapped%20in%20Badakhshan%20snow%20_%20Pajhwok%20Afghan%20News.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/Documents/CFC%20AFG%20PDF%20News%20Articles/44%20dead,%20hundreds%20trapped%20in%20Badakhshan%20snow%20_%20Pajhwok%20Afghan%20News.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Afg_Badakhshan%20Avalanche%20Incident%20Report%203_8%20March%202012.pdf
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 “Afghanistan: Improvements Needed to Strengthen Management of U.S. Civilian Presence”. Government Accountability Of-

fice, February 2012. 

 “Afghanistan: The Death of a Strategy”. Center for Strategic and International Studies, February 2012 by Anthony Cordesman. 

 “Security Force Assistance in Afghanistan: Identifying Lessons for Future Efforts”. The RAND Corporation, 2011 by Terrence 

K. Kelly, Nora Bensahel and Olga Oliker. 

The readings and resources above were brought to the attention of the CFC’s Afghanistan Team during the course of the past several weeks. The CFC does not 

endorse any of these documents or their content. If you would like to recommend a report or website for this section of the “Afghanistan Review”, please send the 

file or reference to Afghanistan@cimicweb.org. The CFC welcomes all recommendations but is not obliged to print them. 

 
 

 Regional Economic Cooperation Conference on Afghanistan. The fifth Regional Economic Cooperation Conference on Af-

ghanistan (RECCA) will be held in the capital of Tajikistan, Dushanbe, on 26-27 March 2012. The conference will focus on 

strategies for enhancing commercial cooperation within Central and South Asia and beyond. President Hamid Karzai will re-

portedly be leading Afghanistan’s delegation at the RECCA conference. 
 

 Agricultural Development for Afghanistan Pre-Deployment Training. The United States Department of Agriculture 

(www.usda.gov) and a consortium of American universities deliver this training. The curriculum will meet the needs of all de-

ploying United States Government personnel in support of the USG Agriculture Strategy in Afghanistan. The training is for 

United States Government personnel and will take place in Fresno, California on the following dates: 26-31 March, 02-07 April 

and 18-23 June. Participants will be enrolled on a first come first serve basis. Contact Ryan Brewster, US Department of Agri-

culture, at ryan.brewster@fas.usda.gov for further information. 
 

 Field Security Management Course. The Centre for Safety and Development (CSD) will be holding its “Field Security Man-

agement” course in Afghanistan from 13-15 May 2012. The course reportedly addresses topics such as the following: security 

management, context analysis, risk assessment, security strategies and procedures, contingency planning, incident reporting and 

the development of action plans. Further information is available here. 

If you are a CFC account-holder and would like your notice to appear here, please send all relevant details to Afghanistan@cimicweb.org.  The CFC is not obliged 

to print any notice that it receives, and the CFC retains the right to revise notices for clarity and appropriateness. Any notices submitted for publication in the “Af-

ghanistan Review” newsletter should be relevant to Afghanistan and to the CFC’s mission as a knowledge management and information sharing institution. 

Recent Readings & Resources  

Afghanistan Events Calendar 
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http://csis.org/publication/afghanistan-death-strategy
http://www.rand.org/pubs/monographs/MG1066.html
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