
RISK RELEVANCE:
The risk relevance rating considers the  
relevance of the risk to the Start Fund  
Crisis Anticipation Window. Risks are  
categorised with FOREWARN input.

UPCOMING RISKS

INFORM GLOBAL RISK INDEX:
The INFORM risk index identifies countries at risk from humanitarian 
crises and disasters that could overwhelm national response capacity. 
It is made up of three dimensions– hazards and exposure, vulnerability 
and lack of coping capacity.
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If you have additional questions, please contact the Start Fund team: startfund@startprogrammes.org
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Start members and their partners should consider acting on developing risks through the Start  
Fund Crisis Anticipation. Click HERE for more information on Start Fund Crisis Anticipation. 
Click HERE for an anticipation alert note template. Click HERE for advocating anticipatory action. 

HIGH RELEVANCE

RISK & COUNTRY/ RISK INFORMATION SOURCE/KEY 

Recent heavy rain causing flooding including the overflow of North 
Rukuru River has led to displacement in northern Malawi. The UK Met 
office seasonal forecast anticipates above average wet conditions, 
which is consistent with the ongoing La Nina affects that typically mean 
above-normal rainfall in Southern Africa. The sub-seasonal outlooking 
for mid-February also predicts above-average rainfall is forecast for 
Malawi. In the last 6 years the Start Fund has received 5 flooding alerts 
for Malawi between January and April. 

● FLOODING

MALAWI
INFORM RISK CLASS: 
MEDIUM 

ECHO

UK MET

WMO

IRI

http://www.inform-index.org/
https://start-network.box.com/s/7mbn2z5pv6sisx54psnjh0byamhzgca8
https://start-network.box.com/s/v13tbektzhvnq2c6z093152bnt4dinmk
https://start-network.app.box.com/s/d3izmw4zec7zh4r9c1hifdwpp8mdtnpa
https://erccportal.jrc.ec.europa.eu/Echo-Flash/ECHO-Flash-old/ECHO-Flash-List/yy/2020/mm/2
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/binaries/content/assets/metofficegovuk/pdf/business/international/africa-climate-outlook---january-2021.pdf 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release/la-ni%C3%B1a-has-peaked-impacts-continue
http://iridl.ldeo.columbia.edu/maproom/START/pic3mo_same.html?bbox=bb%3A27.44%3A-27.69%3A52.07%3A-9.76%3Abb


MEDIUM RELEVANCE

RISK & COUNTRY/ RISK INFORMATION SOURCE/KEY 

WHO are investigating three new cases of Ebola virus disease (EVD) 
reported near Butembo town in North Kivu province. The estimation on 
13 February was that 182 people may have been exposed to the virus, 
which the tenth outbreak of was declared to have ended in June 2020 
after 2,299 deaths. The Ministry of health, WHO and other agencies have 
begun a response including vaccinations and community awareness 
raising. The new cases could be part of the usual sporadic cases that 
occur following a major outbreak, but there remains the risk of a major 
outbreak. 

Close to 160 confirmed cases and 47 suspected cases of Dengue 
fever have been recorded in the Somali region of Ethiopia. The affected 
zones have had previous outbreaks in 2017 and 2018. The weakened 
nutritional status of the community due to prolonged drought and 
the resulting reduced resistance to infections, as well as population 
displacement are contributing factors to the detected increase in 
Dengue fever cases in the affected districts.

The Guinean Government has announced the first outbreak of Ebola 
virus disease (EVD) since 2016. WHO are planning to respond after 
several reported deaths and further cases have been reported in the 
southeast of the country. The 2014 outbreak began in Guinea, before 
spreading to neighbouring countries leading to a total 28,600 cases 
and 11,325 deaths. Liberia is planning activities to mitigate and 
prevent Ebola at border villages. 

Displacement due to a spike in conflict is exacerbating food insecurity 
in Timbuktu and Mopti, with Islamic Relief expecting increasing 
displacement in coming weeks that will increase the risk of child 
malnutrition. FEWSNET are expecting an increase across the population 
of Mali experiencing IPC Phase 2 levels of food insecurity in the 
period until May, with COVID-19 restrictions and the upcoming March-
September lean season exacerbating factors. 

If you have additional questions, please contact the Start Fund team: startfund@startprogrammes.org

● DENGUE

ETHIOPIA
INFORM RISK CLASS: VERY 
HIGH

WHO

PLOS
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WHO

CNBC

ECHO

● FOOD INSECURITY 
● DISPLACEMENT

MALI
INFORM RISK CLASS: HIGH

● EBOLA

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF 
CONGO
INFORM RISK CLASS: VERY 
HIGH

ISLAMIC RELIEF

FEWSNET

FEWSNET

WHO 

BBC

CDC

● EBOLA

GUINEA
INFORM RISK CLASS: HIGH

https://www.afro.who.int/news/who-supports-ethiopias-response-dengue-fever-outbreak-somali-region?country=30&name=Ethiopia
https://journals.plos.org/plosntds/article?id=10.1371/journal.pntd.0008992#sec005
https://www.afro.who.int/news/resurgence-ebola-north-kivu-democratic-republic-congo
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/02/12/who-races-to-contain-ebola-in-the-drc-as-it-confirms-a-third-case.html 
https://erccportal.jrc.ec.europa.eu/Echo-Flash?st=Published#/echo-flash-items
https://www.islamic-relief.org/food-supplies-running-out-as-thousands-flee-conflict-in-mali/
https://fews.net/west-africa/mali/key-message-update/january-2021
https://fews.net/sites/default/files/documents/reports/January2021_FAOB_Public_2.pdf 
https://fews.net/sites/default/files/documents/reports/January2021_FAOB_Public_2.pdf 
https://twitter.com/MoetiTshidi/status/1360855147669299201
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-56060728
https://fews.net/sites/default/files/documents/reports/January2021_FAOB_Public_2.pdf 
https://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/history/2014-2016-outbreak/index.html


LOW RELEVANCE

RISK & COUNTRY/ RISK INFORMATION SOURCE/KEY 

NOAA are reporting the drought in Northern Afghanistan due to 
precipitation deficits is expected to expand to central and eastern 
regions and affect spring wheat planting. UK Met seasonal forecast 
until April suggests it is much more likely to be warmer and drier 
than normal, reflecting the continuing La Nina conditions. The above-
normal temperatures could further impact food security by melting 
existing snowpack and causing flash floods which can negatively 
impact quality of pastures and fields, and potentially prevent 
successful spring planting. FEWSNET are expecting an increasing 
number of poor households food security situation to deteriorate 
into IPC Phase 3 as the lean period continues, exacerbated by low 
stocks and reduced remittances. 

Ahead of the approaching March-August lean period food insecurity 
continues to be exacerbated by COVID-19 containment measures. 
At heightened risk are regions which were severely affected by 
hurricanes Eta and Iota, that caused crop destruction, in Honduras 
and Nicaragua, and the very poor in the Salvadoran coffee zone. 
FEWSNET expect urban and rural households will continue to be in 
IPC Phase 2, with seasonal deterioration as of March for populations 
dependent on daily wages and the market as a source of food.

If you have additional questions, please contact the Start Fund team: startfund@startprogrammes.org

● DROUGHT

AFGHANISTAN 
INFORM RISK CLASS: VERY 
HIGH

NOAA

FEWSNET

GEOGLAM

UK MET

● FOOD INSECURITY

EL SALVADOR, HONDURAS, 
GUATEMALA, NICARAGUA

FEWSNET

IPC

DEVEX
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Conflict and political tensions are likely to continue to escalate 
across several fronts in Ethiopia in the coming months. The 
conflict in Tigray continues, with a widely reported deteriorating 
humanitarian situation. Crisis Group report that similar political 
tensions centering on regional autonomy may increase elsewhere 
in the country ahead of the elections scheduled for 5 June across 
Ethiopia, excluding Tigray. Meanwhile, Crisis Group also suggest that 
Sudanese military elements may attempt to create supply lines to 
support Tigray forces, amid increasing tensions which saw border 
clashes in February between the Sudanese army and Ethiopian 
forces. There remains no agreement between Ethiopia, Sudan and 
Egypt on the Renaissance Dam, with Sudan’s government reportedly 
saying that if Ethiopia go ahead with a second filling of the Dam 
it will compromise Sudan’s security. The situation may escalate 
approaching this second filling scheduled for July.

● ESCALATING 
CONFLICT

ETHIOPIA
INFORM RISK CLASS: HIGH

REUTERS

NEW HUMANITARIAN

CRISIS GROUP

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/fews/AFGHANISTAN/casia_hazard.pdf
https://fews.net/central-asia/afghanistan 
https://cropmonitor.org/index.php/cmreports/earlywarning-report/
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/binaries/content/assets/metofficegovuk/pdf/business/international/africa-climate-outlook---january-2021.pdf 
https://fews.net/sites/default/files/documents/reports/January2021_FAOB_Public_2.pdf
http://www.ipcinfo.org/ipc-country-analysis/details-map/en/c/1152974/?iso3=SLV
https://www.devex.com/news/food-security-agriculture-remain-threatened-2-months-after-central-american-hurricanes-99093
https://www.reuters.com/article/uk-ethiopia-dam-sudan/filling-ethiopias-renaissance-dam-in-july-threatens-sudans-security-minister-idUSKBN2A60P5 
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/analysis/2021/2/11/Humanitarian-access-stalled-in-Ethiopia-Tigray
https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/horn-africa/ethiopia/167-finding-path-peace-ethiopias-tigray-region
https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/horn-africa/ethiopia/167-finding-path-peace-ethiopias-tigray-region


If you have additional questions, please contact the Start Fund team: startfund@startprogrammes.org
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KEY POLITICAL DATES: FEBRUARY-APRIL 2021
This ‘Key Dates’ section produces tangible events that members of the Start Network can  
use to inform specific, anticipatory, and preventive actions. Dates are compiled by drawing  
upon both global risk indexes and national-level risk information sources.

SOMALIA - POLITICAL NEGOTIATIONS 
Constitutional crisis continues, with federal and regional leaders meeting again on 15 
February to try to negotiate a way forward for elections to take place. With the governments 
mandate expiring, the risk of increased political stability persits. 

AlJazeera & The Guardian

CÔTE D’IVOIRE- LEGESLATIVE ELECTIONS
Legislative elections are set for 6 March, admist recent positive political dialogue to reduce 
tensions between government and opposition.

Crisis Group & Human Rights Watch

DIJIBOUTI PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
Ahead of April presidential elections armed opposition groups have clashed with state 
forces. Opposition supporters are demontrating President Guelleh running for a fifth term. 
The final run off is scheduled for 23 April.

Crisis Group & Reuters

CHAD PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
Ahead of April Presidential elections the opposition leader has said he expects the 
government to attempt to delay the elections because of COVID-19. Police have clashed with 
protestors after President Idriss Debey’s nomination to run for a sixth term.

Crisis Group & Amnesty International

TIMELINE
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09

MARCH

FEBRUARY 15

06

APRIL

10APRIL

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/2/10/what-is-delaying-somalias-election
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/feb/06/somalia-leaders-fail-to-reach-deal-on-elections
https://www.crisisgroup.org/crisiswatch
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/12/02/cote-divoire-post-election-violence-repression
https://www.crisisgroup.org/crisiswatch
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-africa-presidents-factbox/factbox-africas-longest-serving-leaders-idUSKBN29I1N2?feedType=RSS&feedName=worldNews
https://www.crisisgroup.org/crisiswatch
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/02/tchad-droits-humains-empeches-de-manifester-librement/

