
LIBYA
Situation Report
Last updated: 25 Feb 2022

Page 1 of 10
https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/libya/ 

Downloaded: 28 Feb 2022 

HIGHLIGHTS 

Southern Libya: Joint UN mission reaffirms
commitment to humanitarian and development needs.

DTM Round 39 highlights need for durable solutions
for displaced populations and greater access to
migrants and refugees.

2021 Humanitarian Response Plan extended until 31
May 2022 focusing on 211k people in need.

Emergency Telecommunications Cluster boosts
humanitarian response with innovative technology.

Access update: Reversing trend, as access
constraints see gradual increase for the first time in
two years.

ASG/RC/HC Georgette Gagnon arrives in Sebha municipality
for meetings with local authorities and civil society
organizations (UNSMIL)

(25 Feb 2022)
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FEATURE  

Southern Libya: Joint UN mission reaffirms commitment to humanitarian and development needs

On 26 January, a joint UN inter-agency mission, led by the Secretary-General’s Special Advisor for Libya, Stephanie Williams,
and the Resident/Humanitarian Coordinator for Libya, Georgette Gagnon, visited Sebha municipality in the southern region.
The mission follows up on the Nexus Working Group action plan for the southern region established after the May 2021
mission to Sebha, which identified nine priority areas for 47 humanitarian and development needs (22 of which have been
met already), including support for the rehabilitation of health care centres, educational facilities and water/sanitation
infrastructure. The Action Plan, developed between the members of the Nexus Working Group and local officials and civil
society organizations, addresses national priorities, in support of Sebha municipality and all people in the southern region.

(25 Feb 2022)
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UN inter-agency mission meeting with Health
Sector and CSOs in Sebha (UNSMIL)

According to the 2022 Humanitarian Needs Overview, some 803,000
people are estimated to need humanitarian assistance in Libya. Of
the total number of people in need (PiN), some 135,000 are in the
South, where access by humanitarian partners has been limited due
to the security situation. Out of the 135,000 people in need of
assistance, approximately 31,000 are in Sebha manitaka. This
includes 17,000 men, 7,200 women, and 7,400 children. The majority
of the affected populations in Sebha are, respectively, migrants and
refugees; nondisplaced Libyans; and internally displaced people.

Municipal officials briefed the RC/HC and UN agencies on the specific
needs in the region and discussed ways to increase UN support for
health services, education, water and sanitation, inclusive
development projects on community stabilization, rehabilitation of
infrastructure including in schools and health facilities, local
governance, and migration. The RC/HC informed that out of 47 specific needs identified, UN agencies have supported some
22 projects in the southern region that complemented the efforts of local authorities. Meetings were held with municipal
officials and civil society organizations pledging continued collaboration to support the region’s humanitarian and
development challenges, in particular for the most vulnerable people in Sebha, including internally displaced people, migrants
and refugees. New modalities for food assistance to IDPs, vulnerable people, migrants and refugees were also discussed
including moving to cash-based transfers that stimulate local markets and restore dignity, and food assistance for training
activities for youth and women. The support provided by UN agencies through the Action Plan includes projects on the
rehabilitation of three health facilities and units; seven schools and WASH facilities in three primary schools; upgrading and
construction of water and sewage systems in Mahdia and Hajara areas; and capacity building and training programmes for
women and youth.

The Nexus Working Group includes UNDP, IOM, UNFPA, UNHCR, UNICEF, OCHA, UNSMIL, UNWOMEN, WFP, WHO, donor
countries and international non-governmental organizations.

ANALYSIS  

DTM Round 39 highlights need for durable solutions for IDPs and concerns for reaching migrants and
refugees in the aftermath of security operations

According to IOM’s latest Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM - Round 39), more displaced people are returning to their
places of origin due to the improved security situation. Following the returnee trend, the number of IDPs remaining in Libya
continued to decline during this round, with the total estimated number of IDPs decreasing from 199,949 in September 2021
to 179,047 by end of November, accounting for a reduction of nearly 21,000 individuals. The top three regions hosting IDP
communities are Benghazi, Misrata and Tripoli, and approximately 79 per cent of the IDPs live in self-paid rented
accommodation. A majority of IDPs in Benghazi region face protracted displacement as they have been displaced since
2017 or earlier from areas previously damaged by armed conflict within the municipality. In the southern region, the number
of IDPs hosted in Murzuq decreased by more than 50 per cent from the previous round of reporting from 12,150 to 6,255
individuals.

(25 Feb 2022)
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Although the number of returns has maintained a steady pace since October 2020, the trend is expected to slow as those
still displaced face more systemic impediments to return, including personal security and social cohesion. According to IOM,
as of end November 2021, some 661,892 individuals, representing 132,412 families, have returned, of which 98 per cent
returned to their places of origin and up to 90 per cent live in their previous homes.

Damage to public infrastructure and housing remains the main obstacles preventing the return of most families displaced in
Libya. The need for a durable solutions strategy encompassing physical, material, and legal safety remains a priority for both
IDPs and returnees, many of whom struggle with accessing services or sustainable livelihoods. As such, work has begun on
developing a strategy on IDP durable solutions, as part of the Centrality of Protection Framework to ensure the voluntary,
safe and sustainable return of displaced communities, in collaboration with the Ministry of IDPs and Human Rights, with the
office of the RC/HC supporting the government’s efforts.

In line with a trend that started at the beginning of 2021, the number of migrants in Libya (621,007) continued to increase
while remaining slightly lower than in 2019 for the corresponding reporting period (654,081). According to DTM, migrants in
Libya are mostly from neighboring countries and from Sub-Saharan Africa: Niger (24 per cent), Egypt (17 per cent), Sudan
(15 per cent) and Chad (13 per cent), with the largest migrant populations located in the regions of Tripoli (16 per cent),
Misrata (11 per cent), Benghazi (10 per cent), Azzawya (8 per cent), Ejdabia (8 per cent), and Aljfara (7 per cent). (*)

Health services, non-food items, shelter and Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) were the primary needs of migrants
surveyed, with the cost and affordability of these services being the principal obstacles for most migrants to fulfil their
needs.

Access to the migrant and refugee population remains of concern following security operations specifically targeting them,
beginning in October 2021, which led to a mass arrest campaign as thousands were transferred to detention centres outside
Tripoli. As a result, large groups of refugees and migrants, many of whom were left homeless following the October security
operations, regularly congregated at the Community Day Centre in Tripoli, demanding immediate evacuation or resettlement.
Owing to increasing crowds, which included violent elements, activities at the Centre were suspended in November, and
eventually permanently closed the Centre by the end of 2021. Distribution of emergency cash and other assistance
continued in alternative locations, with many migrants remaining in hiding following the security operations.

However, migrants, asylum seekers and refugees continued to camp outside the Centre, demanding evacuation to third
countries, which resulted in the forced evacuation of the crowds by the Libyan security forces in the early morning hours of
10 January 2022; detaining hundreds of migrants, and transferring them to Ain Zara detention centre in southern Tripoli.

At the same time, an increasing number of migrants and refugees continued to be intercepted/rescued at sea and returned
to Libya. In 2021, a total of 32,425 migrants were intercepted/rescued at sea and returned to Libya, and 1,553 migrants lost
their lives or went missing on the Central Mediterranean route. Since the start of the year, 1,721 migrants were
rescued/intercepted at sea and returned to Libya, while 34 persons were reported dead and 87 considered missing along the
central Mediterranean route.

After having been suspended for several months, UNHCR and IOM resumed humanitarian evacuation and resettlement
flights for refugees and asylum-seekers out of Libya in October 2021.

VISUAL 

Libya displacement and return timeline (IOM/DTM)

(25 Feb 2022)

https://dtm.iom.int/reports/libya-%E2%80%94-migrant-report-39-october-november-2021
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VISUAL 

Top five nationalities and demographics of migrants in Libya (IOM/DTM)

(28 Feb 2022)

BACKGROUND  

2021 Humanitarian Response Plan extended until 31 May 2022 focusing on 211k people in need

In 2021, significant improvements to the overall security situation in Libya, precipitated by the signing of the Ceasefire
Agreement in October 2020 and the subsequent formation of the Government of National Unity (GNU) in March 2021, laid
the foundation for favorable humanitarian conditions. As such, more displaced people are returning to their places of origin

(25 Feb 2022)
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due to the cessation of large-scale hostilities and the gradual easing of COVID-19 mobility restrictions improving access
across the country.

Moving forward into 2022, while noting steady improvements to the humanitarian situation as evidenced through needs
assessments and surveys, due to achievements on the political and security fronts, the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT)
agreed to extend the 2021 Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) programming into the first five months of 2022, from 1
January to 31 May.(*) The extension considered the changes in the situation in Libya with the number of people in need
seeing a 36 per cent reduction in 2022, to 803,000 people in need from 1.3 million people in need identified in 2021. A
recalculation of the target population estimates that 211,000 people will require humanitarian assistance for the first five
months of 2022, representing specifically the revised target for people in severe need encompassing the HRP extension.

The 211,000 people most in need targeted for humanitarian assistance includes: 56,000 IDPs; 18,000 returnees; 52,000
nondisplaced; 41,000 migrants; and 43,000 refugees. A total of US$75.3 million is required for humanitarian programming
into 2022 until the end of May. As the overall situation improves and progress towards early recovery and humanitarian-
development nexus building gains momentum, the HRP extension allows the humanitarian community to evaluate and
monitor developments on the ground to determine the scale and scope of any future appeal. Should there be any reversals
in the political or security context, the humanitarian community is well placed to adjust accordingly.

By the end of 2021, the 2021 HRP received a total of $142.9 million (75.6 per cent) of the requested $189 million; while
approximately 1 million people were reached with some form of humanitarian assistance, of which 500,000 people were
reached under the 2021 HRP activities.

As of end January 2022, a total of $9.7 million in funding towards the HRP-extension activities were received, totaling 13 per
cent of the of the requested $75.3 million.

VISUAL 

Percentage of affected populations reached with humanitarian assistance as of end 2021 (OCHA)

(25 Feb 2022)

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/libya/document/2022-hpc-libya-humanitarian-response-plan-hrp-extension-2021-hrp-may-2022
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An operator takes calls from people seeking
information on humanitarian services and
COVID-19 at the Tawasul hotline call centre in
Tripoli (Moomken)

FEATURE  

Emergency Telecommunications Sector boosts humanitarian
response with innovative technology

In 2020, the Emergency Telecommunications Sector (ETS) launched
the interagency Common Feedback Mechanism (CFM) hotline serving
as a humanitarian call centre and a nationwide COVID-19 information
channel.

In January, the hotline handled 5,526 cases in eight languages, with
88 per cent of the cases (4,890) seeking humanitarian assistance. Of
the cases received, more than 99.5 per cent were successfully
resolved. The most frequently raised concerns were related to
Protection, Cash, and Shelter and NFIs. In 2021, a total of 24,289
cases were handled through the CFM hotline. A new information
channel supplementing the CFM hotline, Tawasul Chatbot, was
launched by ETS in November 2021. The chatbot, which can provide
automated answers to frequently asked questions about humanitarian services and COVID-19 in English and Arabic, has
since been available on Telegram under the handle "@Tawasulbot".

(25 Feb 2022)
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In a recent survey of ETS users in Libya to assess the performance of ETS services and activities, ETS achieved a user
satisfaction rating of 83 per cent, exceeding its target of 80 per cent. The survey asked humanitarians to provide feedback
on the services offered in Libya, including internet connectivity, security communications and the CFM, as well as the
sector's coordination and information management activities.

Some of the feedback received highlighted the need for improvements to security communications infrastructure in Libya,
as well as a lack of awareness of ETS' activities among humanitarian actors.

In 2022, ETS is working to improve the ways in which communities can receive information and provide feedback through
the CFM, which includes engagement with the Libyan Ministry of Telecommunications (MoT) to identify capacity-building
opportunities. As a result of this engagement, the MoT has shared a list of capacity building activities that ETS could
support, while a potential training provider has been identified, and consultations are ongoing with the Ministry to implement
these activities.

ACCESS  

Access update: Reversing trend, as access constraints see gradual increase for the first time in two years

A downward trend continued in the number of access constraints faced by the humanitarian community, with a record low
number reported in December 2021 since data collection began through the Access and Monitoring Framework (AMRF) in
May 2020. While the progressive decrease in 2021 corresponds to the relative stability in the political and security situation,
the low number of access constraints in December is also reflective of a general reduction of humanitarian activities in the
country at the end of the year as well as in preparation of the presidential elections. However, that downward trend was
interrupted in January 2022 for the first time, with an increase in the number of access constraints reported for the first time
in almost two years.

This increase comprises mainly restrictions of movement of humanitarian personnel, goods, and assets within Libya, and to
the lack of access to certain detention centres. Problems of liquidity and challenges to utilizing the Libyan banking system
have become a persistent problem affecting humanitarian operations and often leading to tensions and threats of violence
against some humanitarian entities. On a more positive note, an online platform was released in January 2022 to centralize
registration and visa application processes for INGOs, a much-welcomed development that should ease some of the more
persistent Bureaucratic and Administrative Impediments (BAI) the humanitarian community faces in Libya.

In addition, armed clashes in Tripoli and Sebha during the month of December 2021, and the subsequent rigorous security
measures implemented in the southern region, disrupted humanitarian activities, leading to delays in the implementation of
humanitarian activities. Nevertheless, humanitarian partners were able to return to similar operational levels to those
reported in November 2021, following the instability over the electoral period and the reported clashes in the western and
southern capitals.

(25 Feb 2022)

VISUAL 

Reported access constraints in December and January by Sector (OCHA)

(25 Feb 2022)

https://www.etcluster.org/document/ets-libya-2021-annual-user-satisfaction-survey-report
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ANALYSIS  

COVID-19: 164 per cent increase in new cases in Libya

As of the beginning of the year, the number of COVID-19 confirmed cases saw a significant increase in Libya. The overall
number of new cases reported in January shows a 164 per cent increase (40,932 cases) from 15,524 cases at the end of
December 2021, following the emergence of the Omicron variant, the increase in cases at the national level is consistent
with the regional and global Omicron trends. An increase was also noted in case incidence, positivity rate, lab testing
capacity and deaths reported in January 2022. The national positivity rate jumped to 21.9 per cent form 13.2 per cent in
December, as per data recorded in the West, while both the East and South also reported an increase. According to WHO
recommendations, the positivity rates should be kept below 5 per cent in all districts.

As of 22 February, the National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC) reported that there are 490,000 cumulative COVID-19
cases, including 6,222 deaths, and 32,800 active cases. As for vaccinations, a total of 2.14 million people received one dose
of the COVID-19 vaccine, 1.08 million people received two doses and 65,000 people received a booster dose. Libya remains
classified under very high community transmission with the Alpha, Beta, Delta, and Omicron Variants of Concern in
circulation.

(28 Feb 2022)

VISUAL 

COVID-19 lab tests and confirmed cases per month (WHO)

(25 Feb 2022)
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Overview of OCHA’s activities for January 2022

COORDINATION  

Coordination Activity Report: January 2022

Highlights include: • In January, a total of 21 coordination meetings
were completed, including discussions on the return of displaced
families to Murzuq, as well as meetings with the INGO Forum and the
SNFI sector.

• Participation of OCHA staff in interviews with the Centre of
Competence on Humanitarian Negotiation (CCHN) as part of its
listening tour on Libya with the aim of capturing the negotiation
challenges and dilemmas that humanitarian practitioners face daily.

• OCHA staff in the Sebha completed the Gender in Humanitarian Action (GiHA) Training of Trainers (ToT) workshop. Staff
are now certified trainers and plan to organize the GiHA training for members of the municipal councils, HCT and ISCG to
ensure gender analysis in humanitarian programming.

(25 Feb 2022)
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OCHA coordinates the global emergency response to save lives and protect people in humanitarian crises. We advocate
for effective and principled humanitarian action by all, for all.
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