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1. Background  

Since the start of the Yemen Crisis, Somalia returnees have been arriving in Belet Weyne and other 
parts of Somalia. In the last week of June, 2015, the local authorities called a press conference and 
appealed to the humanitarian agencies and well-wishers to come to the aid of the returnees who have 
arrived in Belet Weyne and are in need of humanitarian assistance. The authorities also asked OCHA 
to advocate for humanitarian assistance for the returnees. On 22 June, 2015, the regional Food Security 
Cluster meeting in Belet Weyne took it as an action to jointly conduct a rapid assessment within Belet 
Weyne town to determine the humanitarian situation of the returnees. A joint assessment was 
conducted on 27 June, 2015 with the participation of DRC, SCI, CESVI and OCHA. The team visited 
Halane School that hosts the families of Yemen returnees and refugees.  

2. Findings 

 As of 27 June, 2015, 310 HHs (1860 persons) had arrived in Belet Weyne as returnees and five 
other households (thirty persons) as refugees of Yemen nationality. 

 The local authorities in Belet Weyne have allowed the Yemen returnees who comprise of mostly 
women and children to temporarily settle at Halane School. The Halene School is also used as an 
information centre for the returnees.   

 Halane School does not have latrines and water and the families are depending the neighbours’ for 
access to water and latrines. This is already causing hygiene concerns in the school and the 
neighbourhood.    

 Some of the returnees have moved to relatives’ houses and integrated with them. Reports indicate 
that this is putting a strain on some of the families in terms of access to basic services such as food 
and shelter.    

 The returnees in Belet Weyne began to arrive about a month ago (beginning of June). As the crisis 
continues, more are expected to arrive.  

 The returnees were assisted with transport on arrival in Bossado from Yemen.  
 The returnees preferred Belet Weyne as their destination as they are originally came from here and 

can stay with relatives.  
 The returnees are facing a major challenge with housing (shelter) as they cannot afford to rent a 

house. 
 Access to water, NFIs and food were also mentioned immediate challenges. The returnees reported 

that they eat only once a day as a coping mechanism.  
 Acute Watery Diarrhea and cough were reported as the common ailments affecting the children 

among the returnees.  
 The returnees reported that they are unable to access health services as they are unable to pay for 

medical services.  
 A committee comprising of seven members (five men and two women) is in place and records 

arriving returnees in Belet Weyne and shares the list with the authorities and the DRC and SCI for 
screening and verification. 

3. Ongoing response 

No major response has been given to the returnees. Only the school compound has been provided 
temporarily by the authorities.  

4. Recommendations 

 Food, shelter and water for the returnees are the main immediate needs 
 Advocate for livelihood assistance for the returnees to enable them integrate and settle within the 

community.  
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