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 The political landscape in Tajikistan has been quite stable during this reporting period. On 11 February, by-
elections were held in two constituencies in the Kulob and Vose districts. Not surprisingly, representatives from the 
predominant presidential People’s Democratic Party (PDP) won both seats – due to a boycott by the oppositional 
Social Democratic Party (SDP) of both elections and the mere absence of any alternative candidate from the Vose 
constituency.  

 

  The main security concern for Tajikistan is the violence related to drug trafficking. Throughout the reporting 
period, several armed incidents occurred on the border with Afghanistan. Almost 
exclusively drug related events make up the conflictive risk map for the southern regions. 
Skirmishes between Tajik border guards and local and/or Afghan drug smugglers occurred 
almost daily in the border area of the Khatlon province and along roads leading towards 
Dushanbe and beyond. The Gorno-Badakhshan autonomous province was less affected due 
to winter conditions. While significant for the local population in the border areas, illicit 
drug trafficking currently is not a major destabilizing factor for the country as a whole. 
However, the issue is likely to remain on the agenda of Tajik politics despite remarkable 
efforts from the Tajik authorities and the international community to tackle the problem. 
 

 Power shortages throughout the country have been a growing concern in the past months, with restrictions 
imposed for the winter period (October to May). While small towns and villages in remote areas are used to power 
restrictions, Dushanbe residents had to adapt to this new situation. The restrictions are necessary due to an extremely 
low level of water in the Nurek hydropower plant as a result of unusually cold temperatures and therefore a low 
amount of melting water. According to a joint public statement made by the editors-in-chief of leading newspapers 
and media associations on 28 March, in response to letters they received from the public, for the population the main 
problem is not the power shortage itself (which can be accepted because of its natural causes) but the government’s 
information policy: there is no clear information on what areas of the country are affected and when, which vital 
institutions are exempted from the shortages, and there is inconsistent information on power exports to Afghanistan. 
The statement further warns of increased social tensions, should the government not change its information policy on 
the issue and steer a clear course of crisis management. Such a reaction by the editors-in-chief of different 
newspapers can probably be explained by the fact that this time Dushanbe is also affected and, therefore, the 
repercussions are more widespread than in remote regions. While the current power shortage is due to unusual 
climatic conditions, general relief to the country’s endemic energy problems can only be expected in the mid- and 
longer term through massive investments in the energy sector (see International). It remains to be seen whether the 
population’s patience will last that long. A more transparent information policy from the government’s side would 
probably help to ease the tensions. 
 On a cultural level, two events that happened during the reporting period are worth mentioning: the 
conference of Persian-language media from 11 to 13 March in Dushanbe and the decision by the president to change 
his surname from the Slavic “Rakhmonov” to the Tajik “Rakhmon”. Although not connected at first glance, both 
events mark a desire to strengthen the Tajik-Persian national and cultural identity. However, this desire is still limited: 
the decision at the conference of Persian-language media to establish a common Persian-language Internet website 
where both the Persian Arabic and the Tajik Cyrillic alphabets are used, does not suggest great enthusiasm from the 
Tajik side to abandon its Russian-inspired Cyrillic script and to “return” to the greater Persian community in the near 
future. Neither will President Rakhmon’s move evoke a huge reaction among the population. 
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 The Tajik government is continuing to pursue its balanced foreign policy with the preponderance of the focus 
on Russia seeing a slight decrease compared to an increase in Asian contacts. On 5-6 February, President Rakhmon 
paid a state visit to Egypt where he held talks with his Egyptian counterpart Hosni Mubarrak, the imam of the Al-
Azhar Mosque and the head of the Upper Chamber of the Egyptian parliament on issues related to bilateral relations 
(establishing their embassies) and religious educational assistance. On 9 February, President Rakhmon met Syrian 
president Bashar Al-Assad in Damascus to discuss bilateral cooperation and the fight against Islamic fanaticism, 
extremism and terrorism in the region. Both visits also served to promote Tajik experience in conflict resolution and 
secular government in an Islamic country, thereby fostering the understanding of the specific Tajik situation in the 
Arab world. On a regional level, the inauguration of Turkmen president Gurbanguli Berdimukhammedov on 14 
February in Ashgabat was used by several heads of state in the region for bilateral meetings. On this occasion, 
President Rakhmon met, among others, his Kazakhstani, Afghan and Turkmen counterparts for bilateral talks. The 
meeting between President Rakhmon and his Turkmen counterpart Gurbanguli Berdimuammedov in Ashgabat on 15 
February resulted in an agreement on the delivery of Turkmen electricity to Tajikistan. However, this deal has not yet 
materialized due to difficulties in negotiations with Uzbekistan on the transit across Uzbek territory. 
 During this reporting period, Tajik-Russian relations have undergone several difficulties, with many experts 
talking about a deteriorating relationship. The main factors of friction were the difficulties with the implementation of 
joint infrastructure projects, where the Russian partners – in the eyes of the Tajik government – have failed to fulfill 
their obligations or unilaterally changed the rules of the game. The latter concerns the construction of the Sangtuda-1 
power station, where the Russian United Energy Systems (UES) revised the project costs and requested an increase in 
shares to be issued. This, in turn, would lead to a reduction of the proportional shares of the Tajik state to under 25 
percent, which is the threshold for voting rights in the consortium. In another important project for the Tajik energy 
sector, concerning the construction of the Rogun hydropower plant, on 24 January the Tajik Minister of Energy and 
Industry accused its Russian partner, RusAl, of not fulfilling its obligations. He stated that Tajikistan will search for 
alternative sources of funding, such as the World Bank group and Chinese and Iranian investors. Downstream 
Uzbekistan is generally very critical of any new hydropower plants in upstream Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan, fearing that 
its water needs in the summer would no longer be met. As both RusAl and UES are operating in the Kremlin’s sphere 
of influence, several international and Tajik experts suspect that the improvement of Russian-Uzbek relations and the 
re-emergence of Uzbekistan as a strategic partner to Russia since 2005 have had a negative influence on Russian-
Tajik cooperation in the energy field. The true core of such allegations, however, is difficult to assess, but their bare 
existence gives some hints about strategic international maneuvering in the region. However, despite Tajikistan’s 
moves towards investment diversification and a more balanced foreign policy, Russia still holds a very important 
strategic asset: namely, several hundred thousand Tajik migrant workers, whose remittances make up to 50 percent 
of the country’s GDP. Therefore, Tajikistan is not expected to definitely move away from Russian influence, which was 
also proven by the Collective Security Treaty Organization’s exercises that were held in Tajikistan on 3 and 6 April. 
 The construction of an Indian airbase near Dushanbe with reportedly rotating Indian-Russian-Tajik command 
is another expression of Tajikistan’s two-sided foreign policy: the diversification of partnerships (in this case India) and 
at the same time the cultivation of a close relationship with Russia. Although officially the Tajik government neither 
denies nor confirms reports in the Indian press about the deployment of helicopters and fighter jets to Tajikistan – the 
only confirmation is that reconstruction work with Indian help is going on at Ayni airfield. 

 

 The general situation in Tajikistan will likely remain stable during the upcoming months. Domestically, the 
position of the President and his PDP are not challenged in any way, and public discontent with the power shortages 
will most probably not have a greater impact on internal politics. On the international scene, the relationship with 
Russia will continue to be the cornerstone of a diversifying Tajik foreign policy, while the controversial issues in Tajik-
Uzbek relations are unlikely to be resolved any time soon. 


