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The war in Gaza (2014) – summary

[4 September 2014] – On 26 August an open-ended ceasefire came into effect bringing an end to the latest fighting in and around

Gaza. During the previous 50 days of armed conflict 2,104 Palestinians were killed, including 253 women (12 per cent) and 495

children (24 per cent). During the same period, 69 Israelis were killed including four civilians (6 per cent). According to the UN, at least

69 per cent of Palestinians killed were civilians. It is relevant to note that during Israel’s last major ground operation into Gaza in

2008 (“Operation Cast Lead”), the proportion of Palestinian civilians killed was 55 per cent. 

It is estimated that 10,224 Palestinians, including 3,106 children (30 per cent) and 1,970 women (19 per cent) were injured.

Preliminary estimates indicate that up to 1,000 of the children injured will have a permanent disability and up to 1,500 orphaned

children will need sustained support from the child protection and welfare sectors.

 

 UN casualty figures: 8 July to 26 August 2014

 Killed
Injured

 Men Women Children

Palestinian 1,356 253 495
10,224

Total 2,104

 

Israeli 68 0 1
Dozens

Total 69

 

 

According to the UN, over 500,000 Palestinians were displaced by the war, representing 28 per cent of the total population of Gaza.

It is also estimated that 18,000 homes have been destroyed or severely damaged leaving more than 108,000 people homeless.

Despite extensive repairs to Gaza’s only power station, electricity outages of 18 hours a day continue across the territory, and only

10 per cent of the population receive water once a day.

 

On 23 July, the UN Human Rights Council voted to establish an independent investigation into possible war crimes in Gaza. Only the

US opposed the move. The International Criminal Court does not have jurisdiction to investigate possible war crimes as neither Israel

or Palestine have ratified the Rome Statute.

 

This latest round of fighting in Gaza (named “Operation Protective Edge” by Israel) is but the latest in a long line of fatal encounters

which are likely to continue until a just solution to the conflict is reached in accordance with international law. As the table below

illustrates, since the outbreak of the Second Intifada in September 2000, nearly eight Palestinians have been killed for every Israeli.

 

 Palestinian and Israeli conflict fatalities since 2000[i]

Date Details Palestinian fatalities Israeli fatalities

2000-2008 - 4,905 1,041

2008-2009 Operation Cast Lead 1,391 9

2009-2014 - 587 41

2014 Operation Protective Edge 2,104 69

Total  8,987 1,160

 

During the course of the latest escalation in violence, WCLAC’s two fieldworkers in Gaza continued to collect statements from women

under extremely difficult circumstances. Some of the statements collected during this period are presented in the table below.

 

WCLAC evidence: 8 July to 26 August 2014

# Name Age Date Details

1 Amal 40 8 Jul Amal describes fleeing her home to escape an Israeli bombardment.
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2 M 46 9 Jul M describes the terror of nightly air raids in Gaza.

3 Bessan 30 12 Jul Bessan describes the terror of night time air raids.

4 Louna 30 9 Jul Louna describes the terror of nightly air raids in Gaza.

5 Fatina 56 10 Jul

Fatina describes how her family receiveda recorded message from the Israeli

military at 3:00 a.m. giving them 15 minutes to leave their apartment building

before it is destroyed.

6 Lubna 19 10 Jul
Lubna describes how she and her husband were forced to flee their home in the

middle of the night due to a heavy bombardment.

7 Safad 23 13 Jul
Safad describes her desperation as she cannot obtain proper treatment for her 4-

year-old daughter who suffers from Leukemia.

8 Samar 32 15 Jul
Samar describes the terror experienced by the civilian population when the Israeli

military telephones with recorded messages to leave their homes.

9 Suhar 22 15 Jul
Suhar describes conditions in a refugee shelter after she and her family had to flee

their home.

10 Rida 19 19 Jul
Rida describes how her family was forced to flee their home at midnight after it was

hit by a tank shell.

11 Mariam 80 19 Jul
Mariam describes how her family was forced to flee their home that they had just

rebuilt after it was destroyed by an Israeli bombardment in 2012.

12 Khulud 32 19 Jul
Khulud describes being attacked by a right-wing mob in Haifa during a

demonstration against the war.

13 Ola 23 20 Jul
Ola describes how the ceiling of her house collapsed during an air raid narrowly

missing her two-year-old’s cot.

14 Jamileh 40 20 Jul
Jamileh describes how her husband and 11-year-old daughter were killed when an

ambulance they were near was struck by a missile.

15 Inam 40 20 Jul
Inam describes how her 10-year-old son was killed when their house was

destroyed in an air-raid.

16 Itidal 48 20 Jul
Itidal describes conditions in a UN shelter for families who were forced to flee their

homes due to intense bombardment.

17 Fatima 45 20 Jul
Fatima describes how she sought shelter in a school following intense

bombardment of her neighbourhood.

18 Shadia 26 20 Jul
Shadia describes how she and her family had to flee their home during an intense

bombardment.

19 Sumaia 24 21 Jul Sumaia describes conditions in a UN shelter housing hundreds of families.

20 Ibtisam 38 21 Jul
Ibtisam describes how she and her family fled their family home during a heavy

bombardment.

21 Samar 32 23 Jul

Samar describes how many residents of Gaza ignore the recorded messages from

the Israeli military telling them to leave their homes because they have nowhere to

go.

22 Narmen 30 23 Jul Narmen describes the fear caused by an unexploded bomb in her neighbourhood.

23 Dina 38 24 Jul
Dina describes the demolition of the 14-storey Al Thafer building in an Israeli

airstrike in Gaza.

24 Fida 19 24 Jul
Fida describes how she is forced to flee her home with her family during a heavy

bombardment on Ash Shuja'iyeh.

25 Suha 46 27 Jul
Suha describes how she received a recorded message from the Israeli military

telling her to evacuate her house. The warning proved to be a false alarm.

26 Bessan 30 3 Aug
Bessan describes how her pregnant sister refused to get into an ambulance from

fear it would be targeted in an airstrike.

27 Dina 53 5 Aug Dina describes working as a theatre nurse in the Al Shifa hospital

28 Rida 25 8 Aug
Rida describes being buried under rubble after her house was destroyed during an

Israeli missile attack.

29 Hana 35 24 Aug
Hana describes how her 16-year-old son was killed by shrapnel from an Israeli

bomb as he was standing on the balcony getting some fresh air.

 

 

[i]  Sources: B’tselem and the UN.
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