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 1 – 28 FEBRUARY 2018: SOUTH SUDAN SITREP #118  SITUATION IN NUMBERS  
Highlights 
 UNICEF and partners supported the release of 311 children (87 girls) associated with 

armed groups in Yambio, Western Equatoria state – the first release by any armed 
group in South Sudan in almost three years. These children are being supported to 
reintegrate back to their communities. This is the first phase of a process that is 
expected to see 700 children released from armed groups and forces in Yambio in 
the coming months. 

 South Sudan declared the end of its longest and largest cholera outbreak, which 
began in June 2016, with no new cases of cholera reported in over seven weeks. 
UNICEF and partners contributed to the efforts to overcome this outbreak through 
a range of prevention and response activities, including treating cholera patients 
and promoting good hygiene practices. 

 The latest Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) analysis was released 
in late February, and confirmed that in the absence of all forms of humanitarian 
assistance, up to 6.3 million people (57 per cent of the population) would be in Crisis 
(IPC phase 3) or Emergency (IPC phase 4) from February to April, including 50,000 
people in hard-to-reach areas showing catastrophe (IPC Phase 5) conditions. 

UNICEF’s Response with Partners in 2018 

Indicators 

Cluster for 2018 
UNICEF and implementing partners for 

2018 

Target  
Cumulative 
results (#) 

Target 
Cumulative 
results (#) 

Target 
achieved 

(%) 

Nutrition: # of children aged 
six to 59 months with severe 
acute malnutrition admitted 
for treatment 

209,140 12,395 215,312 12,395 5.8% 

Health: # of children aged 
six months to 15 years in 
conflict-affected areas 
vaccinated against measles   

  1,514,734 423,253 27.9% 

WASH: # of people provided 
with access to safe water as 
per agreed standards (7.5–
15 litres per person per day) 

2,200,000 454,355 800,000 349,769 43.7% 

Child Protection: # of 
children reached with 
psychosocial support (PSS) 

350,000 42,475 250,000 42,475 17.0% 

Education: # of children and 
adolescents aged three to 18 
years provided with access 
to education in emergencies 

674,619 

215,946 
125,734 
(boys) 
90,212 
(girls) 

 
 

500,000 

193,931 
113,158 
(boys) 
80,773 
(girls)  

38.8% 

 

 Child soldiers participate in their last parade before being demobilized on 7 February 2018 in Yambio, South Sudan © 
UNICEF / KPrinsloo 
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
 

The longest and largest cholera outbreak was declared at an end, with no new cases of cholera reported in over seven 
weeks. The outbreak was first declared on 18 June 2016 and spread to many parts of the country, including Juba. By 
the time the last confirmed cholera case was discharged in December 2017, 20,438 cholera cases and 436 deaths had 
been reported. With the approaching rainy season, new cholera cases are likely to be reported. 
 
After extensive negotiations with state and local authorities and local groups, UNICEF and partners supported the 
successful release of a total of 311 children associated with armed groups, including 87 girls, the largest number 
released in the country in nearly three years. The release was marked by a ceremony in Yambio, in Western Equatoria 
state, where the children were formally disarmed and provided with civilian clothes. This is the first phase of a process 
that is expected to see 700 children released from armed groups and forces in Yambio in the coming months. 
 
The IPC food security update in late February confirmed that the food insecurity and nutrition situation in South Sudan 
remains of grave concern and is projected to significantly deteriorate as the lean season sets in. 
 
In the absence of all forms of 
humanitarian assistance, some 
6.3 million people (57 per cent of 
the population) are facing IPC 
Phase 3 (Crisis) and IPC Phase 4 
(Emergency) levels of food 
insecurity in February to April. 
This figure is projected to rise to 
7.1 million people (65 per cent of 
the population) in May to July.  
Out of this food insecure 
population, 50,000 people are 
estimated to be in IPC Phase 5 
February to April, and this figure 
is expected to rise to 155,000 
people in May to July.  
 
These are, and will be, the 
highest levels of food insecurity 
ever experienced in South Sudan, 
with virtually every community in the country in need of urgent humanitarian assistance. The depletion of food stocks 
and the early onset of the lean season due to conflict-related displacement and agricultural disruption are expected 
to exacerbate this outlook, and the poor nutrition situation is expected to deteriorate greatly as the lean season sets 
in around May/June. The risk of widespread famine (IPC Phase 5) remains extremely high in a worst-case scenario, 
especially with conflict-related restrictions to population movement and lack of sustained humanitarian assistance 
due to access constraints. 
 
Humanitarian Strategy 
In 2018, in line with UNICEF’s Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) and the inter-agency Humanitarian Response 
Plan (HRP), UNICEF will strengthen and expand its programmes through four modalities that will increase the capacity 
and reach of interventions: (1) static operations in stable areas; (2) outreach programmes; (3) mobile campaigns and 
(4) IRRM missions. These four modalities will facilitate sustained service delivery in both secure and highly inaccessible 
locations. UNICEF will continue to invest in strengthening national partner capacities and improving accountability to 
affected populations by building on existing community-based networks. This includes the 180 Days Scale Up Plans (1 
March to 31 August 2018), targeting 11 priority counties in light of the expected significant deterioration of the food 
security and nutrition situation during the lean season. 
 

IPC Classification for South Sudan for February – April 2018 
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UNICEF aims to conduct five IRRM missions per month as the situation permits. So far in 2018, three IRRM missions 
with WFP have been conducted. These were to Ganyiel, Farajalla and Mboro, reaching 57,319 people, including 13,180 
children under five in total. The UNICEF and WFP IRRM partnership will be expanded to include FAO. This will allow 
beneficiaries to receive additional life-saving services, including livelihoods kits such as fishing nets and agricultural 
inputs. UNICEF is engaging in advocacy at national and local levels to bring about increased and sustained humanitarian 
access. UNICEF is also facilitating coherent coordination through UNICEF leadership of the WASH, Education and 
Nutrition cluster, and Child Protection Sub-Cluster. 
 
Summary Analysis of Programme Response 
CHOLERA RESPONSE 
 
Despite the declaration of the end of the cholera outbreak, UNICEF Health, WASH and C4D sections have worked on 
emergency preparedness and response plans. Surveillance has also been intensified, and cholera supplies have been 
prepositioned to 14 cholera hotspots across the country in preparation for the rainy season, when new cases are likely 
to be reported. 
  
NUTRITION 
 
As mentioned above, according to the IPC analysis released in February, the nutrition situation in South Sudan is 
projected to deteriorate to unprecedented critical levels, with significant worsening expected especially in the lead up 
to the lean season in May/June. In order to respond to this at scale, UNICEF is finalizing a multi-sectoral integrated 
response targeting 11 counties of the greatest concern. So far in 2018, UNICEF and partners admitted a total of 12,395 
children aged 6-59 months suffering from severe and acute malnutrition to outpatient therapeutic programmes across 
the country. In addition, 62,650 pregnant and lactating women were provided key messages on optimal infant and 
young children practices.  

EDUCATION 
 
The month of February was marked by the start of the 2018 
academic year. Across the country, the re-opening of schools was a 
major activity during the reporting period. UNICEF and partners, 
together with local authorities were engaged in community 
mobilization around school enrolment, registration and 
dissemination of key messages about the right of children to 
education, targeting especially girls and out-of-school children. 
Given that this is the first month of the school year (with no 
admissions in January), a total of 193,931 children and adolescents 
(80,773 girls) were enrolled, including in pre-primary and primary 
schools, and the Accelerated Learning Programme, representing 39 
per cent of the annual target. UNICEF and partners also trained 722 
teachers and members of parent-teacher associations and school 
management committees. 
 
A highlight during the reporting period was the launch of the national Back to Learning initiative in Kapoeta on 13 
February 2018. The launch was well attended by children from schools around Kapoeta town, as well as keynote 
speakers including the national Minister of General Education and Instruction, the Minister of Environment, UNICEF 
and donor group representatives. The launch was supported by C4D which developed key messages, communication 
materials and radio broadcasts in Kapoeta. Another successful launch was the Integrated Essential Emergency 
Education Services (IEEES) project funded by USAID, held on 9 February, in Malakal, Upper Nile state. The day was 
colorfully celebrated with a huge turnout of children, parents, civil society organizations, government officials, USAID 
and UNICEF representatives, and the national Minister of Roads and Bridges. 
 

Children attending the Back to Learning launch in Kapoeta, 
Eastern Equatoria state 
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HEALTH 
During the reporting period, UNICEF with partners reached 63,974 (33,938 female; 30,036 male) individuals with 
curative consultations, including 29,614 children under five years, through health facilities, community outreach and 
IRRM missions. This brings the cumulative total of children under five years reached to 70,242 for 2018. The majority 
of consultations continue to be for malaria (around 31 per cent), followed by acute respiratory infections. Since 
January, UNICEF and partners have distributed 9,730 long-lasting insecticide treated nets to help prevent malaria. 
Additionally, in February 4,839 pregnant women received antenatal care services and 326 deliveries took place with 
assistance from skilled birth attendants. Since the beginning of 2018, a total of 59 suspected measles cases, including 
one death (case fatality rate 1.7 per cent), were reported in Northern Bahr el Ghazal, Central Equatoria, Lakes, and 
Unity states. In response, UNICEF and partners have provided vaccines and raised awareness through social 
mobilization. A total of 423,253 children aged six months to 15 years have been vaccinated against measles so far this 
year. Additionally, UNICEF and C4D partners continued with intensive community mobilization through household 
visits, community meetings, radio and street announcements, to raise awareness about measles and the need to 
immunize children aged six months to 15 years against measles. 
 
As reported last month, UNICEF is supporting the Ministry of Health with the roll-out of Arktek, a long-term passive 
vaccine storage device appropriate for use in remote areas having small catchment populations that would not require 
a refrigerator. To date, six Arktek devices have been sent to six health facilities in security-compromised locations to 
support vaccine storage. 
 
CHILD PROTECTION 
 
In February, UNICEF and partners supported the official release of 
311 children (87 girls). These children are being given medical 
screenings, counselling and psychosocial support as part of a 
reintegration programme. Children whose families are still in the 
area will be reunited, while others will be supported with family 
tracing services. Additionally, UNICEF and partners engaged 
communities to support the registration and verification of the 
former child soldiers, and collaborated with local artists to spread 
the good news through drama performance, songs in local language 
and other creative media. This is the first phase of a process that is 
expected to see a total of 700 children associated with armed 
groups released in Yambio area in the coming months. 
 
Additionally, this month, UNICEF and partners reached 18,524 children (8,242 girls) through psychosocial support in 
child-friendly spaces, schools and other community-based interventions across the country, and 711 children (267 
girls) through life-saving mine risk education messages. During the reporting period, 226 unaccompanied and 
separated children have been identified and registered for family tracing and reunification services, bringing the total 
to 10,780 children since December 2013. In February, UNICEF and partners also reached 18,518 individuals with 
Gender Based Violence prevention and response activities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNICEF Child Protection Specialist, Matthew DeCristofano, 
with children during release, Yambio, Western Equatoria 
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WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE (WASH) 
In February 2018, UNICEF and partners continued to provide 
water and sanitation services in affected host communities, 
Protection of Civilian sites and IDP sites with ongoing water 
supply services (including trucking and installed sources such as 
hand pumps and piped water systems), while 38,838 people 
have been reached with rehabilitation and construction works 
of new sources completed by partners. This means that so far in 
2018, a cumulative total of 349,769 people (43 per cent of the 
target) received access to safe water supply with an average of 
15lt/person/day. Additionally, UNICEF and partners have 
provided 42,612 people (14 per cent of the target) with access 
to appropriate sanitation facilities since January. Over 20,000 
people also received emergency WASH items such as soap, 
water purification products, buckets, jerry cans and 
dignity/menstrual hygiene kits. 
 
In February, the Accelerated Sanitation and Hygiene for All (ASWA) II programme in Northern Bahr el Ghazal, kicked 
off in earnest, focusing on implementing basic sanitation activities, especially Community Led Total Sanitation (CLTS). 
Since the inception of the ASWA II programme in December 2017, leaders from nine villages have been trained and 
27 WASH committees have been established. Preliminary field observations indicate that over 80 per cent of 
households in three of the villages have already started, and in some cases completed, excavation of their pit latrines. 
These positive developments will help address the widespread practice and ill-effects of open defecation. 
 
Supply & Logistics 
During the reporting period, multi-sectoral supplies valued at USD $1,220,000 dispatched from UNICEF warehouse to 
various locations country-wide. The bulk of the dispatches comprised nutrition supplies as part of the dry season 
contingency planning. Seven trucks carrying multi-sectoral supplies were dispatched to locations in Western Equatoria 
(Yambio, Mundri and Maridi) under UNMISS Force Protection due to the insecurity on the route. Three trucks were 
also dispatched to Yei as part of the Logistics Cluster’s Humanitarian convoy.  Additionally, WASH supplies consigned 
to Malakal, Upper Nile state, were dispatched to Bor for trans-loading to the Logistics Cluster Barge. The barge is 
expected to arrive on 1 March 2018. 
 
Media and external communications 

In February, UNICEF provided media and communications 
support for the first release of children associated with 
armed groups/forces in Yambio, which generated a 
significant amount of interest from mainly international 
media outlets. In total, almost 30 articles, radio interviews 
and TV appearances were written or took place in response 
to outreach efforts. These included articles in the New York 
Times and the Guardian and interviews with Al Jazeera and 
the BBC World Service. UNICEF also supported several local 
and international media outlets to attend and report on the 
Back to Learning initiative in Kapoeta, and the IEEES 
project launch in Malakal. As part of a WASH delegation 
from UNICEF HQ, a renown New York-based videographer 
spent two weeks in South Sudan to develop advocacy 
material for a global WASH campaign later this year. 
 
 

Children participate in the Back to Learning initiative in 
Kapoeta, Greater Equatoria state 

Adolescent girls and young women benefit from UNICEF 
menstrual hygiene kits in Bentiu, Unity state 
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Security 

The security situation was generally relatively calm over the past month in spite of sporadic clashes recorded in Upper 
Nile, Greater Equatoria, Jonglei and Lakes states. The relative calm can be attributed to the focus of most parties to 
the conflict on the ongoing IGAD-led conflict resolution negotiations. Nevertheless, there is a general sense of 
frustration among participating parties and the mediation team regarding the High-Level Revitalization Form, 
particularly regarding the conditions stipulated by parties to the conflict. The talks were adjourned on 16 February to 
allow for shuttle diplomacy and bilateral engagement with the parties on the outstanding issues.  
 
Funding  
UNICEF’s 2018 HAC requirements for South Sudan in 2018 has a funding gap of 62 per cent out of the appeal for 
$183,309,871. The funding available under HAC 2018 included carry-forward from 2017, mainly due to multi-year 
funding as well as substantial funding received in December 2017. The carry-forward figure is provisional and subject 
to change as part of 2017 financial closure. 

Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Appeal of 01/01/2018 for a period of 12 months) as of 6 March  2018 

Appeal Sector Requirements 
Funds available* Funding gap 

Funds Received 
Carry-Over from 

2017 
$ % 

Nutrition 
48,185,091  

14,333,442 17,465,326 
 

16,386,323 34% 

Health 
26,669,780 1,664,596 

 5,887,710 
 

19,117,414 72% 

WASH 
43,455,000 2,147,704 

 9,000,639 
 

32,306,657 74% 

Child Protection 
25,000,000 1,003,465 

 10,592,931 
 

13,403,604 54% 
Education 40,000,000 1,090,911 21,896,493 17,012,596 43% 

Total 
     183,309,871  

 
20,240,118 64,843,099 

 
98,226,654 54% 

*Funds available includes total funds carried forward from 2017 and funds received in 2018 
 
Next Situation Report: 31 March 2018 
 

UNICEF South Sudan Crisis: www.unicef.org/southsudan   
UNICEF South Sudan Facebook: www.facebook.com/unicefsouthsudan  
UNICEF South Sudan Appeal: http://www.unicef.org/appeals/ 
 

Mahimbo Mdoe           Timothy James Irwin 
Representative         Chief of Communications 
UNICEF South Sudan          UNICEF South Sudan 
Email : mmdoe@unicef.org       Email: tjirwin@unicef.org   

Who to contact 
for further 
information:  
    



UNICEF SOUTH SUDAN SITUATION REPORT           28 FEBRUARY 2018 

7 
 

 
Annex A 
SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 2018 
 

 Cluster for 2018 UNICEF and partners for 2018 

 Target (Jan-Dec) 
Results 

(Jan-Feb) 
Target1 

(Jan-Dec) 
Results 

(Jan-Feb) 

Change 
since last 

report 

NUTRITION2 

# of targeted children 6-59 months with severe acute 
malnutrition (SAM) admitted to therapeutic care3 
 

209,140 12,395 215,312 12,395 7,095 

% of exits from therapeutic care by children 6-59 
months who have recovered 

>75% 88.1% >75% 88.1% - 

# of pregnant and lactating women with access to infant 
and young child feeding (IYCF) counselling for 
appropriate feeding 

1,013,536 62,650 1,013,536 62,650 62,530 

HEALTH 

# of children 6 months to 15 years in humanitarian 
situations vaccinated for measles   1,514,734 423,253 409,066 

# of long-lasting insecticide treated nets (LLITN) 
distributed 

  250,000 9,730 1,460 

# of preventive and curative consultations provided to 
children under 5 years   700,000 70,242 29,818 

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE 

# of target population provided with access to safe 
water as per agreed standards (7.5-15 litres of water 
per person per day)4 

2,200,000 454,355 800,000 349,769 38,838 

# of target population provided with access to 
appropriate sanitation facilities 

1,100,000 119,747 300,000 42,612 15,826 

CHILD PROTECTION5 

# of children reached with psychosocial support (PSS)6 271,000 42,475 250,000 42,475 18,524 

# of unaccompanied and separated children (UASC) 
and missing children registered7 

13,700 10,584 13,700 10,780 226 

# of children reached with life-saving mine risk 
education (MRE) 

  120,000 1,636 711 

# of people reached by gender-based violence (GBV) 
prevention and response services 

  140,000 21,420 18,518 

EDUCATION 

# of children and adolescents 3 to 18 years provided 
with access to education in emergencies8 

674,619  
 

215,946 
125,734 
(boys) 

90,212 (girls) 

500,000 

193,931 
113,158 
(boys) 

80,773 (girls) 

193,931 

# of teachers and members of parent-teacher 
association (PTA) and school management committee 
(SMC) trained 

5,465 
1,470 

(Men: 1,011 
Women: 459) 

4,000 
 722 

(Men: 488 
Women: 234) 

268 

 

                                                        
1 UNICEF’s targets for child protection and education are higher than those fixed in the Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) as UNICEF’s requirements in the HAC 
are higher than those in the HRP. 
2 The Nutrition Cluster target does not include refugee children who are covered under the Multi-Sector Refugee Appeal, while UNICEF’s nutrition response 
covers all children, including refugee children residing in the country.  
3 Insecurity and access restrictions are constraining the support to malnourished children. Over 40 nutrition sites are currently disrupted. 
4 This includes people reached with ongoing water supply and services (including trucking and installed sources such as hand pumps and piped water systems) 
as well as those reached with water supply due to rehabilitation and construction works of new sources. 
5 The target number for the HAC 2018 slightly differs from the HRP 2018 target number for CP due to the reduced funding for the Child-Protection Sub Cluster. 
The HPM targets are based on the HAC funding needs.  
6 PSS and UASC sub-cluster targets are now in line with the HAC. 
7 The reported numbers for both cluster and UNICEF results are cumulative since the breakout of the conflict in December 2013. In 2018, the UASC indicator 
reporting methodology has been revised to capture active caseloads only.  
8 High results due to schools re-opening in February hence many enrolments done this month.  


