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Panama  
 March - April 2022 

 
Panama is home to more than  
12,000 refugees and asylum-
seekers. In 2022, 128,000 
Venezuelans displaced abroad 
are estimated to be living in the 
country. 

 In 2022, 67 refugees and asylum 
seekers received legal assistance:  
information, counselling and/or 
legal representation.  

 In 2022, 1,672 asylum seekers and 
refugees were supported with 
multipurpose cash or vouchers to 
cover for their basic and urgent 
needs. 

  

Population of concern* 

 
*As per ONPAR, March 2022 

  FUNDING (AS OF 5 MAY 2022) 

US$ 54.3 M 
requested for the Panama Multi-Country Office for 2022 
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CONTEXT 

Refugees and asylum seekers in Panama are mainly 
from Colombia, Cuba, El Salvador, Nicaragua, and 
Venezuela. Refugees and asylum seekers in Panama, 
as well as their host communities, continue to face 
exacerbated risks and increased vulnerabilities in local 
integration, mainly due to (because of Covid-19?) the 
loss of opportunities to generate an income. Daily 
subsistence, rent, and access to other services have 
become a challenge. 

Movements of people entering through the Darien Gap 
(southern border with Colombia) continue. During the 
first trimester of 2022, 13.4251 people enter through the 
Darien, surpassing those registered for the same 
months in 2021. As of 2022, Venezuelans represent the 
main nationality crossing through Darien, although the 
number of nationals from Senegal and Angola is also 
increasing. Protection risks and humanitarian needs are 
escalating in that region, particularly for children and 
women. 

 

 1. As per National Migration Service, March 2022 

 

  

 

 

 
UNHCR and FEC present photo exhibit on 

climate change ALBA, de cara a la luz 
 

 

On World Earth Day, “ALBA: facing the light” UNHCR and 
Fundación Espacio Creativo (FEC) inaugurated an exhibition of 
photographs on climate change. The exhibit was led by a group 
of young refugees and Panamanians part of Programs Enlaces 
and Sandbox in FEC 

Credit: FEC 

 

 

 

1 The financial requirements for the Panama Multi-Country Office include those 
for the Coronavirus Emergency and the Venezuela Situation. Panama is part of 
the Panama MCO in 2022 along with Belize, Nicaragua, Cuba, and the Southern 
Caribbean 
2 The percentage funded includes indicative allocations of softly earmarked and 
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UNHCR Response and Strategy 
UNHCR works in close coordination with the Government, civil society, UN agencies, refugees, asylum-seekers, and migrants in 
Panama. Close coordination with the National Office for the Attention of Refugees (ONPAR) is maintained to channel support and 
continue strengthening the asylum system in the country. UNHCR closely liaises with the Ombudsperson’s Office, the Electoral 
Tribunal, and the National Migration Service. UNHCR co-chairs with IOM the UN inter-agency group on human mobility, which 
coordinates humanitarian support and interventions related to the mixed movements in Darien and Chiriquí provinces. UNHCR has 
established partnership agreements with the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC), Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS), the 
Pastoral of Human Mobility (PMH), Panamanian Red Cross, Fútbol con Corazón (FCC), and Fundación Espacio Creativo (FEC). 
Furthermore, UNHCR supports the government in implementing their commitments under the Comprehensive Regional Protection 
and Solutions Framework (MIRPS). 
 

Main Activities 
Alongside the government, partner organizations, civil society, development actors, and UN Agencies, UNHCR undertakes 
protection and solutions activities, including: 
 
 

Protection 

▪ UNHCR met with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ombudsman, the Ministry of Education, the Ministry of Health 
and the Judicial authorities to discuss statelessness, the Executive Decree 10 of 2019 and the key role by all 
institutions in the implementation of the procedure to recognize the stateless status. All parties agreed to conform 
an inter-institutional table to address statelessness as part of the commitments assumed by the country under the 
Comprehensive Regional Protection & Solutions Framework (MIRPS, for its acronym in Spanish) . 

▪ UNHCR, through NRC, provided legal assistance to 22 persons to access the asylum procedure. Another 160 
persons were supported with access to documentation procedures. 

 Humanitarian Assistance 
 

▪ UNHCR through partners supported 978 persons with multipurpose cash for food, medicines, rent payments, and/or 
for temporary accommodations. 

▪ UNHCR through HIAS supported 49 refugees and asylum seekers with accessing specialized psychosocial 
support during individual and group sessions. 

▪ UNHCR through Pastoral de Movilidad Humana, provided 15 persons with individual shelter solutions through in  
March.  

 

Durable Solutions and Livelihoods   
 

▪ To mark International Women's Day, UNHCR, HIAS, the City of Knowledge Foundation, the National Institute for 
Women and the Panamanian Red Cross, organized a dialogue with 18 asylum seeker and refugee women to 
identify solutions focused on strengthening economic and business development.  

Advocacy and Peaceful Coexistence 

▪ On World Earth Day, a group of 32 refugees and Panamanians, alongside UNHCR and Fundación Espacio Creativo 
(FEC) inaugurated the photo exhibit “ALBA: de cara a la luz”, focusing on the youth's view of climate change. 
Young refugees and locals part of FEC’s programs Sandbox and Enlaces have been took the lead in selecting the 
photographs, as well as in curating the exhibition.The event included screening of short films related to climate 
change, as part of the Cine Comunitario project led by UNHCR in Panama. In April, UNHCR’s Cine Comunitario 
project was launched in Panama with the projection of the Oscar-winnng movie Belfast. The Cine 
Comunitario aims at reaching different communities across the country, including remote areas, projecting movies 
on forced displacement to foster peaceful coexistence.  

The UNHCR Panama MCO wishes to convey a special thank you to its donors: Canada, European Union, France, United States 
of America, UN Programme on HIV/AIDS as well as to the following donors of unearmarked and softly earmarked funds: Belgium| 
Denmark| France| Germany| Ireland| Italy |Netherlands| Norway| Sweden | Switzerland| Private donors Japan| Private donors Spain  
and support from the private sector, including members of the Private Sector Working Group in Panama: American Chamber of 
Commerce | Panamanian Chamber of Commerce | 3M | DHL | Fundamorgan | DELL | Bufete Illueca | TONIC | After Talks 
 
For more information:  
In Panama, Philippa Candler, Representative, candler@unhcr.org 
In Panama, Angela Florez, Senior Communications Associate, florez@unhcr.org 

https://globalcompactrefugees.org/index.php/article/panama
https://globalcompactrefugees.org/index.php/article/panama
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Links: Regional portal | Panama HELP | Twitter | Facebook 
 

http://www.acnur.org/panama
http://help.unhcr.org/panama/
https://twitter.com/ACNURamericas?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/UNHCR/?ref=br_rs&brand_redir=149421481734737

