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1. Context and background of the assessment: 

Many villages in the districts of Al-Jabain and Al-Ja`faria in the 

governorate of Rayma have been subjected to torrential rains, which 

have led to the demolition of public housing and the flow of torrential 

torrents and rockfall, resulting in heavy human and material losses. 

Progress Organization for Development monitored in the first days of 

the disaster the preliminary statistics of human and material damage in 

the affected areas, as the preliminary statistics indicated that the 

number of deaths rose to 29 people, more than 15 people were injured, 

two people were missing, and more than 300 people were forced to flee 

their homes. To escape death. While more than 6000 people have 

become trapped and threatened with death in the isolation of Badj and 

Bani Khattab in the Al-Jibeen District, and the Bani Ahmed isolation in 

the Al-Jaafariya District - Rima Governorate, due to the complete 

disruption of the car and pedestrian roads linking the affected areas, the 

market and other areas, which were swept away or buried as a result of 

rockfall. Dwellings were also destroyed on the heads of their human and 

livestock inhabitants, as 11 houses were completely destroyed, and 

more than 350 houses were partially damaged, and about 50% of the 

agricultural terraces were either swept away by torrents or buried by 

rockfall, on which most of the population relied, and more than 30 

source of drinking water is buried, and more than 70 reservoirs or water 

barriers have been destroyed or damaged, most of them for human use, 

and more than 1500 people live in a state of panic for fear that their 

homes are also in the path of torrents or rockslides, or for fear of a 

collapse on their heads.                                   

1.1 Assessment objectives:                                 

1- Assess the humanitarian situation of both the displaced and the hosts in 

the target community. 
2- Evaluate access and coverage and identify gaps among the population in 

the targeted area. 
3- Determine priority immediate and medium-term interventions to save 

lives, support livelihoods, and direct long-term strategic interventions. 
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2. Methodology: 

The assessment was conducted in September 2020. The information 

provided in this report includes preliminary quantitative data that was 

gathered from key informants. This data was collected through 

telephone interviews using a structured questionnaire that was designed 

by the OCHA to meet the required indicators according to the above 

objectives (Appendix I - Questionnaire Form). The questionnaire on 

KOBO was designed in order to ensure that the data were collected 

correctly. The data collection team was also provided with instructions 

on how to conduct phone interviews and ask questions to ensure proper 

implementation of the assessment. The assessment targeted a total 

sample of 21 people representing different groups of the population in 

the targeted isolation. Community leaders, government offices, health 

workers, and those affected, whether men or women, were among the 

key informants interviewed. The interviewed sample was distributed in 

different locations of Bani Ahmed isolation in Al-Ja`faria district, and 

Bani Khattab and Bani Khattab isolation in Al-Jbeen district.                                                                         

3. Humanitarian Situation:        

3.1 FOOD SECURITY: 

- Food Consumption Patterns:  

 The three main food commodities consumed in the area / 
community ranked according to their importance, wheat flour, 
rice and sugar. 

  The primary source of food in the region is purchases from the 
main market. 

 Residents of the region used to rely on informal employment and 
borrowing as their main source of income. 

 Many families depend on food aid and borrowing food from 
relatives / neighbors, according to 61.9% of the respondents. 

 The source of food is buying from the market, whether using cash 
or borrowing.        
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- Market and Bakeries: 

 When asked about the state of the foodstuff market, 76% of the 
respondents stated that the foodstuff market is open, operating 
regularly and can be accessed by customers and suppliers. The 
main food commodities are available in sufficient quantities in the 
markets, but they are very far, and the road to them is arduous. 

  85.7% of the respondents reported that bakeries were not 
available in the same areas. 

  90% of the respondents affirmed that the prices of basic food 
commodities (wheat flour, rice, oil and sugar) have increased by a 
large percentage.    

 

- Coping Strategies:                                                                   

The main coping strategies that families use in the event of food 

shortages are varied, as shown in the table below. The use of such 

strategies indicates the precarious food security situation of the target 

households. 

 All the family Half of the family Less than half Nothing 

Relying on less 

preferred and more 

expensive foods 

9.52 61.9 19.05 9.52 

Borrowing food or 

relying on help 

from relatives & 

friends 

14.29 47.62 23.81 14.29 

Debt purchase 19.05 57.14 23.81 00 

Reducing the 

number of meals 

eaten per day 

28.57 52.38 19.05 00 

Reduce the amount 

of meals eaten 
28.57 52.38 19.05 00 
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When asked to estimate the period in which they can maintain 

the current situation before food runs out, most of the respondents' 

estimates did not exceed seven days. 

 

- Livelihoods and Income:       

 The important economic activities in the region are ranked 

according to their average importance compared to the 

previous year (2019), shown through the following two tables:  

 

1: Significant economic activities in the region in the previous year (2019) 

            2: The important economic activities in the region in the current year (2020)                               
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3.2 Health: 

95.24% of respondents reported that there is a serious problem in their 

community where people are unable to obtain adequate health care for 

themselves; For example counseling and treatment, medication or 

healthcare during pregnancy or childbirth. 100% of the sample members 

confirmed the lack of inpatient services / treatment for patients in the 

hospital in the region, in addition to that there is a lack of primary health 

care services, including routine vaccination (EPI), emergency surgical 

services, and the lack of basic obstetric emergency services, and 

comprehensive obstetrics. In emergency situations, care for newborns, 

hygiene promotion, methods of preventing sexually transmitted 

diseases, mental health services and psychosocial support. 

3.3 Protection: 

- Early forced marriage, child labor, and family disintegration are 

the three main problems related to protection or child protection 

in terms of their importance and impacts.  

- According to the interviewees, there are children who have been 

separated from their usual caregivers due to the disaster. These 

children now mostly live with their relatives. 

- Access to civil documents (national identity, birth certificates)… 

Services are not available to the community by 100% of the 

respondents. 

3.4 Shelter/NFI: 

- Shelter is one of the main concerns for the people of the affected 

areas, especially those whose homes were totally / partially 

destroyed. Shelter is beyond the reach of many families. A large 

proportion of the displaced live in the homes of their relatives. 

- There are no camps for the displaced in the districts, and the 

displaced mostly live with the families of their relatives, or in 

government buildings. There are no homes to rent in the area.  

- Rental homes are not available mostly in the community, 

according to 90% of the respondents. Most of the people cannot 

afford the rental rates. 
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- The basic things needed to improve their housing including 

iron and panels, timber, nails and screws, bricks, plastic sheeting 

and tarpaulin, basic electrical items (wires, switches, plugs, 

extension cords), concrete, basic tools (hammer, screwdriver, keys 

All of them are in demand by the people and partly available in 

the local market. 

- The population suffers from problems after the main markets, the 

difficulty of movement, and the lack of availability of a large 

percentage of foodstuffs in the nearby markets. 

- The preferred method for supporting non-food items by all 

respondents was the method of providing in-kind materials and 

delivering them to them. 

 

3.5 WASH: 

- In the targeted areas, citizens get water from streams, reservoirs 

and ponds that are there, which have been affected by the 

torrents and have damaged many of them completely or partially, 

as the individual uses more than 20 liters of water on a daily basis. 

- 95% of the respondents said that the water they use causes 

diseases such as diarrhea, vomiting, fever, kidney disease, and 

worms such as schistosomiasis, ascariasis, and others. 

- When there is a shortage of water, some important practices such 

as bathing, washing clothes, bathing infants and washing hands 

after the toilet or before eating are waived. 

- Most of the population suffers from the lack of bathrooms, as 95% 

of the respondents said that people have to defecate in the open, 

and the sewage that flows into the roads and corridors is a source 

of concern for people, along with rats and pests contaminating 

food.  

        

4. Security and accessibility:  

The targeted areas are far from armed clashes and enjoy safety, and 

100% of the respondents emphasized the difficulty of access and 

movement between the targeted areas due to the rugged roads and 
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most of them were damaged by the floods, as about four people 

died and others were injured while transporting food on one of the 

roads following the flood disaster. The mountain roads and the distance 

from the main markets are the main barriers to reaching these 

communities.                                                             

5. Recommendations:                                                                              

5.1 Food security & livelihoods:  

- Provide emergency food aid to most affected and vulnerable 

families for a period of at least six months according to FSAC 

standards. 

- Helping to restore livelihoods is recommended to achieve food 

security for the target population (agricultural and livestock 

products).    

           

5.2 Health & Nutrition:   

- Supporting existing health facilities with the required medical 

staff, drugs, equipment / furniture. 

- Activating the community-based management program for acute 

malnutrition in existing health facilities. 

- Conducting awareness sessions on health, nutrition and hygiene 

messages.         

 

5.3 Protection & shelter:   

- Create a social referral mechanism. 

- Create a network of community protection oversight groups. 

- Providing legal documents services such as personal cards and 

birth certificates. 

- Distribution of non-food items kits, including mattresses, blankets, 

clothes and cooking tools. 

- Distributing subsidies to repair houses affected by the floods. 

- Rehabilitation of buried roads and lanes due to floods 
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5.4 WASH:                                                                                   

- Rehabilitation of floods and wells buried due to floods. 

- Rehabilitation of roads leading to streams and places of water 

collection. 

- Distribution of personal hygiene items (including sanitary pads 

and soap). 

- Implementing awareness sessions on hygiene promotion. 

- Construction of bathrooms and a safe sewage network. 

- Establish a system / mechanism for solid waste management. 


