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Zimbabwe 
August 2022 
Food Security and Markets Monitoring Report 

Highlights 

 

The gap between the official and parallel market exchange rate decreased from 114% in July to 50.2% in 
August 2022, and by 25 percentage points when compared to the same period last year. The official rate 
increased by 22% from ZWL443.88/USD in July to ZWL542.70/USD in August 2022 while the parallel market 
rate decreased by 14% from ZWL950/USD to ZWL815/USD (ZIMSTAT, ZIMRATES, Zimpricecheck).   

Fertiliser was reported available on the market in all provinces, however the uptake by farmers has been 
lower, in part due to increased prices on the market and an increase in the number of farmers to receive 
inputs including fertilisers from the Pfumvudza/Intwasa 2022/23 programme. The price of the commodity 
increased by an average of 34% in ZWL and 71% in USD terms when compared to same time last year.  

The food and nutrition situation in the country deteriorated during the post harvest period signalling an 
early start to lean season in some areas. WFP’s HungerMap Live and FEWSNET IPC compatible indicate an 
increase in the number of households experiencing insufficient food consumption and those experiencing 
IPC phase 3 food security outcomes. These findings are in line with the ZimVAC 2022 projections which 
estimate an increase in food insecurity during the coming lean season period. 

Situation Update 

Annual consumer price inflation in Zimbabwe remains highest within 
the SADC region, and is now ranked the highest in the world. Inflation 
climbed to 285% in August 2022 - the highest recording since 
February 2021. However, the monthly inflation rate dropped from 
25.6% in July to 12.4% in August.  

On a month-on-month basis, fuel prices in USD terms decreased by 
6% and 10% for petrol and diesel, respectively; while in ZWL terms 
diesel price increased by 20% and by 15% for petrol.  

In monitored urban markets, maize grain availability remained very low 
at 23%, while maize meal was available in 69% of markets. 

According to WFP’s HungerMap LIVE, the number of people with 
insufficient food consumption in August was estimated at 5.5 million, 
which is 0.6 million more than at the start of harvest season in May. The 
Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWSNET) predicts that deficit-
producing areas will continue in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) outcomes.  

Between July and August 2022, the cost of the urban basic food basket 
marginally decreased in ZWL terms (-2%) and increased by 15% in USD 
terms on month-on-month basis, but on a year-on-year basis the cost 
has increased by 622% in ZWL and by 14% in USD terms. 

National Climate Outlook Forum (NACOF) forecasted high chances of 
normal to above-normal rainfall for most parts of the country throughout 
the season, except for Mashonalands and Matabeleland North provinces 
with high chances of normal to below normal rainfall for the period 
October/November/December. 
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According to HungerMap LIVE, 5.5 million people are currently estimated to have 
insufficient food consumption which is 0.6 million up from 4.9 million 3 months ago. 
Meanwhile the number of people estimated to be resorting to crisis and above food-based 
coping strategies has remained stable at 7.6 million, however the prevalence of insufficient 
consumption and crisis or above consumption-based coping remains higher than typical for 
the post-harvest period and could be an indication that households might have exhausted 
stocks from own consumption and are increasingly relying on markets for food. At the 
beginning of September 2022, the highest estimated prevalence of insufficient consumption 
was in Masvingo (46%), followed by Manicaland (45%), then Midlands (37%) and 
Matabeleland North (35%), as shown in  Figure 1. Half of all provinces have seen an increase 
in the number of people resorting to crisis and above coping strategies over the past three 
months.  

According to the latest IPC compatible analysis conducted by Famine Early Warning Systems 
Network (FEWSNET), the proportion of households in deficit-producing areas who are 
experiencing Crisis (IPC Phase 3) outcomes is increasing. The report also noted that in these 
areas, the lean season started earlier than usual as a result of the below-average 2021/22 
harvests for communal farmers and macroeconomic instability. Areas that received near-
average 2021/22 harvests and above-average 2020/21 carryover stocks are predicted to 
continue experiencing Minimal (IPC Phase 1) and Stressed (IPC Phase 2) outcomes. Crisis 
(IPC Phase 3) outcomes are predicted for in surplus-producing areas negatively impacted by 
the poor progression of the 2021/22 rainfall season and in urban areas due to high prices 
and poor access to basic commodities. 

Reliance on maize meal purchases is higher than usual currently due to limited availability 
of maize grain at household and market level. Grain deliveries to, and stocks at, the Grain 
Marketing Board (GMB) are reported to be low, with a possibility of improving as farmers 
are still delivering their grain. The private sector has been reported to have started 
importing maize grain, which will further improve the supply situation.  

The National Climate Outlook Forum (NACOF) rainfall forecast for the upcoming 2022/23 
rainfall season shows high chances of normal to above-normal rainfall for the southern 
parts of the country throughout the season. However, the northern districts, which are 
mainly the high crop producing areas, have high chances of normal to below normal rainfall 
for the start of the cropping season between October to December (Figure 2). If prolonged, 
episodes of low rainfall could delay the start of the planting and negatively impact crop 
germination.  

Food and nutrition security situation 
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Figure 1: Prevalence of insufficient food consumption 

Figure 2: NACOF Rainfall Forecast 2022/23 season 

Rainfall forecast for Oct-Nov-Dec 
2022 

 

Rainfall forecast for Dec – Jan – Feb 
2023 
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Macro-economic situation 

The ZWL based headline inflation continued on an upward trajectory increasing from 257% in July to 285% in August, with food inflation also increasing from 309% to 
353% (Figure 3). However, monthly inflation decreased during the reporting period from 25.6% in July to 12.4% in August. The main contributors to the annual headline 
inflation were ‘food & non-alcoholic beverages,’ and ‘housing, water, electricity, gas, and other fuels’ sub-categories, which added 113.6% and 76.6%, respectively. 
Whereas the main contributors to monthly inflation where food & non-alcoholic beverages (5.1 percentage points) and housing, water, electricity, gas & other fuels (2.1 
pp), and miscellaneous goods and services (1.0 pp). 

The inflation rate in Zimbabwe remains highest within the SADC region, and is now ranked the highest in the world, followed by Lebanon where inflation stood at 168% 
in July.  

The cost of living per person per month, as measured by the poverty datum line, increased by 13.4% from ZW$23,478.44 in July to ZW$26,622.83 in August 2022. The 
Food Poverty Line (FPL) for one person in August was estimated to be ZWL20,461.00, increasing from $17,909.00 in July. 

The gap between the official and parallel market exchange rate decreased from 114% in July to 50.2% in August 2022 and compared to the same period last year the 
gap has decreased by about 25 percentage points (Figure 4). Meanwhile, the parallel market rate decreased by 14% from an average of ZWL950/USD in July to ZWL815/
USD in August. On the RBZ auction, the ZWL was trading at ZWL542.70/USD, which was a 22% increase compared to ZWL443.88/USD in July. 

Figure 3: Inflation rates  
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Figure 4: Percentage Changes in Exchange Rates USD : ZWL  



 4 

mVAM Bulletin #X: Month 2016 Country Name 

WFP/Photographer 

Urban market performance update: a review of availability and prices of basic food basket commodities (ZWL and USD) 
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Figure 7: Urban ZWL percentage change  Figure 8: Urban USD percentage change  

The cost of the four item basic food basket in ZWL terms decreased by 2% on month-on-month basis but increased on a year-on-year basis by 622%. In USD terms, 
the average cost of the basic food basket decreased by 15%  compared to the previous month and increased by 14% compared to the same time during the 
previous year. The decreases in price brought some relief to vulnerable households who continuously find it difficult to meet their basic food needs. 

Maize grain availability remains low in 
23% of the monitored markets.  

Average selling price was  ZWL182.07/
kg  which is stable when compared to 
July 2022 and 454% higher than the 
price same time last year.  

In terms of the USD the average selling 
price was $0.31/kg  stable compared to 
July. On year-on-year basis this was 27% 
increase.  

 

Unrefined maize meal was available in 
69% of the markets which is 5 
percentage points lower than the 
previous month.  

The average price of maize meal in 
urban markets was ZWL363.79/kg (3% 
lower than in July) and 540% higher 
than a year ago.   

The USD price at 0.54/Kg was 19% lower 
than the previous month and 15% 
higher than a year ago. 

Sugar beans availability remained 
stable at an average of 84%.  

The average price for sugar beans in 
urban markets in July was ZWL1313.98/
kg which stable when compared to July 
and 365% higher than a year ago.  

The USD price at 1.96 was 16%  and 
14% lower than a month and year ago 
respectively. 

 

Vegetable oil was reported available in 
76% of monitored markets.  

The price of vegetable oil remained 
stable at an average of ZWL1761.44/L in 
August 2022 and was 622% higher than 
the price same time the previous year. 

The USD price decreased by 21% on 
month-on-month basis and increased 
by 28% on a year-on-year basis. 
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The ZWL price of diesel was ZWL851.14/L and for petrol it was ZWL769.35/L which on year-on-year basis, is  a 645% and 557% increase respectively, whilst on month-on
-month the percentage change are 19.6% and 14.68% respectively. In terms of the USD, diesel and petrol prices  are pegged at USD1.74/L and  USD1.58/L representing 
a decrease of 6% and 10% respectively and a year-on-year increase of 30.8% and 14.6% respectively.  The decrease in fuel prices has been attributed to the removal of 
import tariffs by the government.  
Fertiliser was reported available on the market in all provinces however the uptake by farmers has been lower, in part due to the increased prices on the market and 
an increase in the number of farmers to receive inputs including fertilisers from the Pfumvudza/Intwasa 2022/23 programme. The price of the commodity increased by 
an average of 34% in ZWL terms and 71% in USD terms when compared to same time last year. When compared to July 2022 the price of top dressing fertilizer 
remained stable in ZWL terms, whilst the price of Compound D fertilizer decreased by 6% from ZWL23,400/50Kgs to ZWL21.900/50Kg.  

Fuel and Fertilizer prices (USD and ZWL) 

Non-food commodities (USD and ZWL) in urban markets 
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Availability of laundry and bathing soap 
decreased—laundry was available in 73% of 
monitored urban markets (down from 81% in 
July) and bathing soap was available in 70% (down 
from 78%).  

Laundry soap was selling at an average price of 
ZWL1271.58/bar, which is 6% higher than the 
average July price (ZWL1195.36/bar). On the other 
hand, the USD price increased by 5% from $1.83/
bar in July to $1.92/bar in August.  

Bathing soap price increased by 56% in ZWL 
terms from ZWL587.04/250g to 
ZWL915.75.04/250g. In USD terms, the price of 
bathing soap increased by 48% from 
US$0.92/250g in July to $1.36/250g in August. 

Other basic food commodities (USD and ZWL) in urban markets 

· Rice and salt availability remained at 100%, whilst sugar was available in 66% of monitored markets, which is a 27% drop compared to July. Kapenta 
availability was 73%, which is a 24 percentage change increase compared to July (Figure 9).  

· In USD terms, prices decreased across all the commodities with the highest decrease observed for salt (17%) and the lowest in Kapenta (1%), (Figure 10) . 
· In ZWL terms, prices for the four commodities increased with the steepest increase observed for Kapenta (17%), (Figure 11).  

Figure 9: Availability of other food commodities in   
August 2022 in urban markets  

Figure 10: USD prices of other food commodities  in 
August 2022 in urban markets  

Figure 11: ZWL prices of other food commodities  in 
August 2022 in urban markets  
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Data for this reporting period was collected 
between 1-31 August 2022 and is based on 
interviews with 151 traders in urban  districts. 
60% of the interviews were conducted remotely 
whilst 40% were face-to-face.  
 
Checking availability at market level: If a trader 
reports having sold a commodity within the last 
week, the commodity is considered available in 
their respective market. Availability at country-
level (district-level) is calculated as the share of 
markets with commodity availability across the 
country (across districts). Missing data indicate 
that none of the interviewed traders generally 
trades the commodity. For the full harmonized 
markets monitoring database, please visit: 
Economic: Prices - Dataviz | WFP - VAM.  
 
The harmonised markets monitoring initiative is 
conducted by WFP in partnership with members 
of the National Cash Assistance Working Group 
(NCWG). 

Methodology 
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Francesca Erdelmann, WFP Representative and Country Director  Francesca.Erdelmann@wfp.org 

Sasha Guyetsky, Head of Vulnerability Analysis and Mapping (VAM)        Sasha.Guyetsky@wfp.org 

Maria Gallar, Head of External Relations                          Maria.Gallar@wfp.org 

 

Website:  wfp.org/countries/zimbabwe  

Twitter: twitter.com/WFP_Zimbabwe 

WFP HungerMap LIVE:  hungermap.wfp.org 
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