
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

   

 

 One of the homes that was destroyed by hailstorms. 

Photo courtesy of IOM 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 More than 2,000 households 

lose homes following 

hailstorms in April.  

 Partners urgently need $24.5 

million for food assistance 

programmes between May 

and October. 

 Initiative underway to exempt 

some Rwandans from 

Cessation Clause.  

 Fresh funding required for 

Zimbabwe Humanitarian 

Gaps Appeal as the bulk of 

current funds is carried over 

from 2012.    

 

FIGURES  

$24.5 MILLION  

funding shortfall for food 
assistance programmes. 

180,000  could be 

affected by shortfall in 
the absence of additional 
funding.  

14,045 people 

affected by hailstorms in 
April.  

 

FUNDING 

131 million  
requested (US$) 

 

60.2% funded 
 

Hailstorms Cause Destruction 
Freak Weather Kills Three and Affects Over 14,000 People 

Heavy rains accompanied by hailstorms in April 2013 caused three deaths, some injuries 
and extensive damage to property, livestock and crops in parts of Zimbabwe.  
Assessments estimated that about 2,809 households comprising about 14,045 individuals 
were affected, of whom 1,861 with an estimated 9,305 individuals were verified to be in 
need of urgent assistance. Affected areas include Chiredzi, Gwanda, Mangwe, Marange, 
Mberengwa, Muzarabani and Mwenezi districts. Losses incurred included destruction of 
homes, food reserves and livelihoods. 
Key infrastructure such as clinics and 
schools was also damaged in some of 
the areas.  

The humanitarian community, working 
with the Department of Civil Protection 
(DCP), responded swiftly, conducting 
joint assessments followed by relevant 
assistance to affected communities. This 
included providing medical attention to 
the injured and emergency shelter and 
non-food items (NFI) to those who lost 
their homes. Additional food was also 
sought for families whose stocks were 
destroyed. The DCP and partners also 
met to share updates on assessments, 
response activities and common 
resources, thereby reducing gaps and eliminating duplication of activities. The 
Meteorological Department also visited all affected areas to investigate the storms, which 
are unusual at this time of the year.  

A strategic planning team comprising DCP, WFP, UNICEF, IOM and OCHA was also set 
up to support the DCP in building a contingency stock for affected households in the 
event that similar emergencies occur. [Sources: IOM, DCP & OCHA] 

Hitch in Food Programmes  
Food Assistance Partners Face $24.5million Shortfall 

Based on current needs, WFP is facing a total shortfall of $24.5 million for the period May 
to October 2013. About $10.7 million is required for food purchases, $7.6 million for cash-
and-voucher activities and $6.2 million in outstanding advance finance. This is of concern 
to partners as targeted households in the Health and Nutrition programme host 
malnourished clients and any breaks in their food supply will compromise their nutritional 

 

One of the homes that had its roof damaged by the hailstorm in 
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status. The programme caters for 180,000 people. Efforts are underway to mobilise 
resources and minimise shortfalls, but the 
response by partners will depend on donor 
support. 

Meanwhile, WFP will begin the next cycle of 
Cash and Food for Assets programme from 
May to November 2013. The programme, 
which has both immediate and long term 

gains, aims to create and rehabilitate productive community assets to strengthen 
communities’ resilience to future food shocks.  Food insecure people who are able to 
work on the projects either receive cash or food in return for hours worked on projects, 
while the community benefits from the newly built or rehabilitated asset. In 2012, the 
programme successfully created over 260 community assets such as irrigation schemes, 
bridges and agricultural projects. [Source: Food Assistance Working Group] 

Limited Success in Battle Against Diseases  
Cholera Outbreak Contained, but other diseases increase  

The cholera outbreak first reported in March 2013 was contained by mid-April with a total 
of five confirmed cases and no deaths being reported. However, typhoid, diarrhoea and 
dysentery continue to increase, a situation that is expected to continue without long term 

investment in water and sanitation infrastructure.  

The reported cumulative figure for typhoid stood at 
6,913 suspected cases, 267 confirmed cases and seven 
deaths by 28 April 2013, since October 2011. This 
reflects an increase of 30 cases to the 6,883 reported at 
the end of March 2013 although there were no new 

deaths. In comparison, by 29 April 2012, a total of 4,608 cases were reported since the 
outbreak began in October 2011.  

From January to 28 April 164,529 cumulative diarrhoea 
cases and 128 deaths with a case fatality rate (CFR) of 
0.08 per cent were reported. Partners have warned of a 
possible increase in diarrhoea cases with the onset of 
winter, particularly among children.  

During the same period 17,779 cumulative dysentery cases and 16 deaths were reported 
with a CFR of 0.09 per cent. 

Health and Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) partners are responding through case 
management, health and hygiene education, dissemination of information, education and 
communication (IEC) materials and distribution of non-food items (NFI) in affected 
communities.  [Sources: Health & WASH Clusters] 

Current Malaria Cases Highest in Three Years 

Malaria cases reported in 2013 
remain high compared to the previous 
two years. Cumulative malaria cases 
reported between 1 January and 28 
April stood at 274,745 and 190 
deaths with a CFR of 0.07 per cent. 
This was a significant increase to 
161,491 cases and 125 deaths with a 
CFR of 0.05 per cent reported during 
the same period in 2012. Manicaland 
and Mashonaland Central provinces 
remain the worst affected, a situation 

The nutritional status of 

about 180,000 people 

may be compromised in 

the absence of funding 

to support the Health 

and Nutrition 

programme. 

6,913 cumulative typhoid 

cases. 

164,529 cumulative 

diarrhoea cases.  

Source: WHO 



Zimbabwe Humanitarian Bulletin |3 

 

 

 

www.unocha.org/zimbabwe | zw.humanitarianresponse.info 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) • Coordination Saves Lives 

attributed to people from neighbouring countries seeking services on the Zimbabwean 
side. In response, partners are assisting with social mobilisation and health education, 
distribution of medical commodities, surveillance and training of village health workers in 
diagnosis and treatment. The OCHA-managed Emergency Response Fund (ERF) in April 
provided additional funds in support of interventions that are already underway. [Source: 

Health Cluster] 

Update on Refugees 
Possible Exemptions from Cessation Clauses  

In light of the application of the Cessation Clauses to Rwandan refugees who fled their 
country between 1957 and 31 December 1998, the Zimbabwean Refugee Committee and 
UNHCR, in April concluded an “exemption” interview process that will exempt refugees 
who felt that they should not be affected by the Cessation Clauses that will formally 
declare their refugee status at an end by 30 June 2013. 

The first instance formal decisions are now being announced and communicated to the 
refugees who are affected. The acceptance or exemption rate is around 41 per cent with 
25 per cent of these only having temporarily been exempted until the completion of their 
secondary or university studies or until they would have regularized their stay on account 
of marriage to Zimbabwean nationals. 

These results are subject to the outcome of any appeals which the affected individuals 
may lodge with the Ministry of Labour and Social Services. [Source: Protection Cluster] 

Migrants Face Mixed Fortunes 
Decline in Returnees Assisted in April 

The number of returned Zimbabwean migrants assisted 
in April continued on a steady decline compared to 
March. A total of 1,994 Zimbabwean migrants returned 
from South Africa comprising 1,742 males and 252 
females registered for assistance at the Beitbridge 
Reception and Support Centre in April. There was a 30 

per cent decline in the number of migrants seeking assistance compared to the 2,850 
assisted in March. In comparison, during the same period in 2012, altogether 2,190 
migrants were assisted. 

At Plumtree Reception and Support Centre 1,938 
migrants returned from Botswana, comprised of 1,298 
males and 640 females, were assisted. This figure 
included 20 unaccompanied minors of whom 12 were 
male and eight female. Although this is a decline to the 

2,238 assisted in March, it is more in line with the number of people normally assisted at 
the centre.  

In addition, 190 Third Country Nationals comprising 164 males and 26 females were 
registered at Nyamapanda Temporary Reception and Support Centre and received 
transport assistance to Tongogara Refugee Camp. There was a 36 per cent decline 
compared to March when 298 TCNs were assisted. 

Assistance included information on safe migration, transport, health assessments and 
referrals as well as the facilitation of redress for migrant right violations. [Source: Protection 

Cluster] 

 

The number of returned 

migrants assisted from 

South Africa in April 

maintained the 

downward scale 

detected since the 

beginning on 2013.  

1,994 migrants returned 

from South Africa assisted in 
April. 

1,938 migrants returned 

from Botswana assisted in April. 
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For further information, please contact:  
Paul Thomas, Officer in Charge, thomasp@un.org, Tel. (+263) 772 125 303 
Matilda Moyo, Information Officer, moyo1@un.org, Tel. (+263) 772 125 285 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org | www.humanitarianresponse.info| www.reliefweb.int 

Funding Update 
Humanitarian Gaps Appeal Struggles to Attract Fresh Funding  

As at 30 April 2013, the Zimbabwe Humanitarian Gaps Appeal of $131 million was 60.2 
per cent funded at $79 million. While this figure appears seems like a significant 
improvement from the 13.1 per cent at $17 million reported in March, it largely comprises 
carry over funds from 2012 due to varying funding cycles used by Food Assistance 
partners. The bulk, $109,829,799 representing 83 per cent, of Zimbabwe’s current appeal 
is for food. This component is currently 68.2 per cent funded at $74 million. At the same 
time in 2012 Zimbabwe’s consolidated appeal of $268 million was about 25 per cent 
funded at $66 million. [Sources: OCHA & FTS] 

In brief 
GBV Sub-Cluster meetings resume. The Gender Based Violence (GBV) sub-cluster, 
under the Protection cluster, resumed its monthly co-ordination meeting in April and 
agreed that starting in May 2013, it will meeting on the last Monday of every month as 
before. The sub-cluster is being co-led by UNFPA and Musasa Project, a local NGO. 
[Source: Protection Cluster] 

Health and Nutrition Update. WFP continues with its year-round Health and Nutrition 
Promotion activities which support close to 180,000 people including people living with 
HIV, TB, pregnant and nursing mothers and children under 5 with a combination of in-kind 
assistance and vouchers as well as cash in urban areas. [Source: Food Assistance Working 

Group] 

Feature 
Humanitarians assist a whole ward following storms in Mwenezi 

Recent hailstorms in parts of Zimbabwe 
left a trail of destruction. In Mwenezi 
district, Masvingo province, almost the 
whole of ward 13 was affected. People 
lost their homes, food reserves, 
livestock and crops. IOM assisted a 
total of 179 households with standard 
NFI packages, 122 households with 
itemised NFI packages and 42 
households with soap. [Source: IOM] 

  
 

People from Ward 13 in Mwenezi receive non-food items. Photo 
courtesy of IOM. 

Despite seemingly high 

figures, most of the 

funding reflected in the 

Zimbabwe Humanitarian 

Gaps Appeal is carried 

over from 2012.  
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Top Ten Districts
CHIREDZI 99,007 
GWANDA 76,561 
MT DARWIN 74,170 
ZAKA 71,872 
CHIPINGE 67,287 
BUHERA 66,877 
MANGWE 66,599 
MWENEZI 53,588 
MBERENGWA 50,232 
MAKONI 46,559 

Top Nine Districts

Top Ten Districts

Top Ten Districts

Top Ten Districts

MANGWE $970,065 
ZAKA $722,898 
GWANDA $716,988 
BULILIMA $614,535 
KWEKWE $598,587 
SANYATI $446,133 
GWERU $229,353 
SHURUGWI $134,496 

CHIREDZI 4,788MT 
MT DARWIN 3,802MT 
BUHERA 2,949MT 
CHIPINGE 2,690MT 
MWENEZI 2,390MT 
MBERENGWA 2,332MT 
GUTU 2,069MT 
CHIVI 2,058MT 
BINGA 1,956MT 
TSHOLOTSHO 1,845MT 

CHIREDZI 298MT 
GWANDA 200MT 
MT DARWIN 193MT 
BUHERA 181MT 
CHIPINGE 163MT 
ZAKA 157MT 
MANGWE 151MT 
MWENEZI 149MT 
MBERENGWA 139MT 
GUTU 125MT 

CHIREDZI 909MT 
GWANDA 601MT 
MT DARWIN 580MT 
BUHERA 542MT 
CHIPINGE 487MT 
ZAKA 472MT 
MANGWE 454MT 
MWENEZI 447MT 
MBERENGWA 418MT 
TSHOLOTSHO 367MT 

1,000,000

500,000

100,000
US $

11,750 - 22,000
22,000 - 33,500
33,500 - 43,500
43,500 - 53,500

53,500 - 100,000

No. of
peope reached

by District

total number of 
people reached 
by the 
programme

1.4 million
quantity of 
cooking oil 
distributed during 
the programme

3,811 MT
quantity of pulses 
distributed during 
the programme

11,468 MT
quantity of cereal 
distributed during 
the programme

53,540 MT
amount of money 
disbursed in the 
cash-for-cereals 
component

US$ 4.4 million

ZIMBABWE: Seasonal Targetted Assistance (STA) Programme
A summary of the  STA programme, September 2012 - March 2013

STA data provided by WFP


