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HIGHLIGHTS 
 Over 170 people have died 

and 225,000 displaced as a 

result of flash flooding 

 Food Security: Aid agencies 

urged to adopt ‘no regrets 

response’ to build on regional 

food security gains 

 Renewed attempts made to 

address cross border and in-

country insecurity in eastern 

Africa, namely in Somalia, 

DRC and Kenya. 

 Regional Migration: An 

estimated 9.15 million people 

are currently displaced in the 

region: 2,012,531 are 

refugees and 7,141,442 are 

IDPs 

FIGURES 

# of IDPs 4.4million 

# of refugees 1.6million 

Food Insecure. 13.6million 

  

  

  

  

FUNDING 

$4.3 billion  

Requested (US$) in five 
individual country appeals  

 

Over 225,000 displaced by flash floods 
Since the onset of the March – May rain season, at least 170 people have died and 
225,000 people have been displaced from their homes as a result of localised flash 
flooding and landslides across parts of eastern Africa. The most affected areas are in 
Kenya, Ethiopia, Somalia, Uganda, and to a lesser extent in Tanzania, Rwanda and 
Burundi.  

 

Rains have been over 200 per cent above average over southern and central Somalia, 
eastern and southern Ethiopia, northern and western Tanzania, Rwanda, Burundi and 
Kenya, according to the Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET). Last 
week, heavy rains (>50mm) were also observed across South Sudan, Uganda, 
southwestern and coastal Kenya and the Gambela, western Oromia, and Benishangul-
Gumaz regions of Ethiopia. This week, a reduction in rain is forecast for most of the 
region, including saturated areas in Kenya, Uganda, northern Tanzania, Somalia, and 
southern Ethiopia. The light to moderate rain (5-30 mm) will decrease flooding risks.  
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Overall, the rains have been beneficial for crops and pastoral conditions, but the damage 
caused by floods, including high levels of displacement and deaths, calls for improved 
cross-border disaster risk reduction and flood mitigation measures. The most pressing 
needs are the provision of temporary shelter and access to food and clean water to 
prevent outbreaks of waterborne diseases. National governments and their humanitarian 
partners have led their respective in-country emergency responses and should continue 
working together to build longer-term solutions to seasonal flood risks, and collaborating 
with agencies in neighbouring countries where necessary. 

Regional Food Security 

Aid agencies adopt ‘no regrets response’ to build on food security gains 

Four consecutive good rain seasons continue to contribute to improvements in regional 
food security conditions, despite localised crop destruction as a result of flash flooding. 
Regional food prices for major food commodities, such as maize and sorghum, are 
currently stable or declining. Pasture and water availability has substantially improved 
since the start of the rains in the pastoral areas, including most of Somalia, north-eastern 
Kenya, most of Djibouti, and Afar, Somali Region, and lowland areas of Oromia Region in 
Ethiopia. However, southeastern parts of Djibouti and the northern regions of Sool, 
Sanag, and Bari in Somalia still have unseasonably poor pasture and water availability.  

  

According to a new study, about 258,000 people died as a result of severe food insecurity 
and famine in Somalia during the drought crisis between October 2010 and April 2012. 
The report cited a combination of poverty, armed conflict, drought and disease as drivers 
of the famine. The UN Humanitarian Coordinator for Somalia, Philippe Lazzarini, stated 
that warnings that began as far back as the drought in 2010 did not trigger sufficient early 
action. To ensure early warning information is acted upon quickly, humanitarian and 
development agencies are increasingly adopting a ‘no regrets response’ approach to 
ensure that emergencies on the scale of the 2011 – 2012 Horn of Africa drought crisis are 
prevented. Agencies are working to build on current improvements in regional food 
security through focusing on resilience building interventions in partnership with regional 
bodies and national governments to support long-term strategic priorities (such as a 
child’s education), and responses which manage the risk, not the crisis. Examples of no 
regrets interventions outlined by the Food Security and Nutrition Working Group 
(FSNWG) include supporting national governments to expand access to basic public 
services, and supporting commercial or productive activities.  

Nutritional status of children still unacceptably low across region  

Eastern Africa Food Security Conditions Comparison from July 2011 to May 2013 (Source: FSNWG) 

http://www.fsnau.org/in-focus/technical-release-study-suggests-258000-somalis-died-due-severe-food-insecurity-and-famine-
http://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/humanitarian-coordinator%E2%80%99s-statement-following-release-report-excess-mortality-during
http://www.disasterriskreduction.net/fileadmin/user_upload/drought/docs/FSNWG%20No%20Regrets%20Description%2020130225.pdf
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Despite improving food security conditions, humanitarian agencies continue to highlight 
the poor nutrition situation in many parts of the region, including Rwanda and Kenya, 
where food security gains have occurred alongside deteriorating levels of nutrition in 
some areas. In Kenya, considerable levels of malnutrition persist in localised areas of the 
coastal marginal agricultural mixed farming livelihood ZONE and in areas of the pastoral 
livelihood zones due to floods.  

Increasing occurrence of plant diseases affecting smallholder farmers 

Since 2011, The Maize Lethal Necrosis Disease (MLND) has spread from Kenya to South 
Sudan, Uganda and Tanzania. The disease has affected smallholder subsistence farmers 
in Kenya, with a loss of 30-100 per cent of maize harvests in Central, Coast and Western 
Kenya regions, contributing to a 2-4 per cent overall reduction in production. In Uganda, 
the Ministry of Agriculture has reported MLND in some districts in eastern Uganda, 
particularly Busia and Tororo. In Tanzania, the disease was reported in Mwanza, Arusha 
and Manyara regions. To break the disease cycle, farmers are being advised to practice 
crop rotation and ensure they skip planting maize for at least a year. Alongside the 
spread of plant viruses in Africa, the Institute of Tropical Agriculture has warned that the 
livelihoods of millions will be at stake unless smallholder farmers, who comprise the 
majority of food growers in Africa, are given the tools and knowledge to cope with the 
increased occurrences of plant virus diseases. 

Renewed stabilisation efforts across the region 
Renewed attempts have been made over the last month to address cross border and in-
country insecurity in eastern Africa, namely in Somalia, DRC and Kenya. Localized 
conflict is contributing to protracted humanitarian and refugee crises in the region. 

Somalia stabilisation top priority to stem internal and external displacement  

Regional heads of state met in Addis Ababa on 3 May at the Extraordinary 
Intergovernmental Development Authority Summit to agree on a framework for dialogue 
on regional issues and discuss the Somali Federal Government’s National Stabilisation 
Plan ahead of the London conference. East African leaders stressed the need to include 
a framework for sustainable and gradual return programme for refugees, calling upon 
UNHCR and the international community “to develop modalities for safe and orderly 
return and resettlement of Somali refugees with definite timelines.”  

UNHCR Population Movement Tracking indicates that an estimated 16,000 people were 
recorded crossing from Kenya into Somalia in the first four months of 2013. Those 
interviewed said they returned due to the improving security situation in Somalia. 
Amnesty International has issued a statement opposing attempts by countries hosting 
Somali refugees to forcibly return people to the Somali capital, Mogadishu, and/or any 
other parts of south and central Somalia, citing it as ‘a violation of international law’. 
Acknowledging ‘improvements in the security situation in Mogadishu’, the statement 
stresses that they remain fragile and volatile. During the reporting period, two attacks in 
Mogadishu on 14 April killed at least 30 people and one attack on 5 May killed at least 12 
people. In the first four months of 2013, civilian casualties treated in the four main referral 
hospitals in Mogadishu decreased by 33 per cent, compared with the same period in 
2012, according to the World Health Organization.  

On 7 May, key leaders in the international community convened in London for the 
International Conference on Somalia and pledged over $300 million to support Somalia’s 
stabilisation and development plans. In the final communiqué, conference participants 
recognised the importance of scaling up efforts to create the conditions for the voluntary 
return and reintegration of Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) and refugees in 
accordance with international law. The international community also recognised that the 
return of refugees and IDPs should take place within a context of increased security 
conditions and livelihoods opportunities. The tripartite dialogue initiated by the Somali and 
Kenyan governments alongside UNHCR to develop modalities and a framework for safe, 
orderly, sustainable return and resettlement of Somali refugees on a voluntary basis was 
also endorsed at the conference. 

http://reliefweb.int/report/uganda/african-smallholder-farmers-need-become-virus-detectors
http://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/returns-south-and-central-somalia-violation-international-law-0
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Somalia%20Humanitarian%20Bulletin%20April%202013.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/somalia-conference-2013-communique
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Kenya scales up security measures to stem violence and displacement 

In Kenya, further incidents of intercommunal conflict occurred over the reporting period in 
Mandera, Dadaab, Turkana, Pokot and Lokichoggio. Since the beginning of 2013, at least 
137 people have been killed and 217 injured as a result of intercommunal conflict in the 
country. Rising intercommunal tension has recently been reported in Dadaab refugee 
camp. The first half of May also saw ongoing armed attacks against settlements in 
Bungoma and Busia counties, which left over 13 people dead and over 150 injured. The 
UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator condemned the violence and urged the 
Government to take appropriate action to promptly stem the insecurity in line with 
applicable international and domestic standards on protection of civilians and respect for 
human rights. The Government of Kenya convened a security meeting in Bungoma, 
attended by the Deputy President, the police Inspector General and Western provincial 
and county security teams. Additional General Service Unit and Rapid Deployment Unit 
police were deployed. Combined security force exercises are also currently taking place 
along the Kenya-Uganda border to strengthen cross-border security. 

High level visits to Great Lakes Region as violence reignites in eastern DRC 

Amid renewed violence in eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), United 
Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon and World Bank Group President Dr. Jim Yong 
Kim are visiting the Great Lakes region from May 22 24 to support the Peace, Security 
and Cooperation Framework for the DRC and the region that was signed in February by 
11 African nations to end conflict in DRC and bring peace to the Great Lakes region. The 
signatories are Angola, Burundi, the Central African Republic (CAR), Republic of Congo, 
DRC, Rwanda, South Africa, South Sudan, Uganda, Tanzania and Zambia.  

Security Council approves first-ever “offensive” brigade to DR Congo 

 

In a campaign to end protracted conflict in eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo 
(DRC), the United Nations on 28 March authorized under UN Resolution 2098 the 
establishment of an intervention brigade to conduct limited “targeted offensive operations” 
against rebel groups. The 3,000+ force will join the UN Stabilization Mission in the DRC 
(MONUSCO), currently with 19,815 troops, and will operate for one year until 31 March 
2014. The intervention brigade has been mandated to “neutralize” and “disarm” the 
various armed groups in DRC, in what the acting head of MONUSCO in North Kivu 
Province, Alex Queval, considers a shift from the normal UN peacekeeping mandate. The 
UN Resolution however indicates that the creation of the force is not expected to set a 
precedent to the principles of UN peacekeeping operations. 
 
In condemning the continued presence and violent activities of the M23 and other armed 
groups in DRC, the UN Resolution demands their disarmament and disbanding. Unlike 
MONUSCO, the force, which has the strongest mandate ever given to a UN 
peacekeeping operation, has been authorised to attack armed groups, and this to some 
analysts is likely to present a significant military threat to the M23 and other rebel groups 
in the area. The Kampala peace talks between the DRC Government and M23 are 
currently stalled.  
 
Regional leaders from Burundi, Uganda and Rwanda have expressed concern over the 
need to manage any adverse consequences of the military operations. President Paul 
Kagame of Rwanda criticised the deployment of the defensive force claiming that this will 
only create more problems for the DRC and is also likely to result in a spillover of 
insecurity to neighbouring Rwanda and Uganda. A Women’s Peace Dialogue held in 
Kinshasa on 5-6 April called on MONUSCO and relevant UN entities to ensure the 
intervention brigade guarantees the respect of the rights of the civilian population, 
especially women and children, and that its members ensure zero tolerance of sexual 
exploitation and abuse in the execution of their mandate. 
 
Concerned with the protracted nature of the insecurity in DRC, the UN Special Envoy of 
the Secretary-General for the Great Lakes Region of Africa, Mary Robinson, noted that 
“the suffering and displacement of the people, especially women and children, in eastern 
DRC and beyond have gone on for too long and cannot be tolerated any further”. The 

http://reliefweb.int/report/kenya/united-nations%E2%80%99-concern-over-bungoma-and-busia-attackshttp:/reliefweb.int/http:/reliefweb.int/report/kenya/united-nations%E2%80%99-concern-over-bungoma-and-busia-attacks/kenya/united-nations%E2%80%99-concern-over-bungoma-and-busia-attacks
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/2098(2013)
http://monusco.unmissions.org/
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Special Envoy has urged the DRC and all other parties to implement their commitments 
under a recently adopted Framework agreement, with a focus on actions that will break 
the cycle of violence and impunity for human rights abuses and bring a peaceful solution 
to the crisis in eastern DRC and the Great Lakes region.   

Renewed violence in Sudan following Government/SPLM-N talks 

A few days after the first direct talks since 2011 between the Government and SPLM-N 
ended in Addis Ababa, the UN received reports that the Sudanese Revolutionary Front 
(SRF), a coalition of armed movements that includes the SPLM-N, attacked a number of 
locations in North and South Kordofan. Significant civilian displacement was reported. 
The UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator in Sudan, Mr. Ali Al-Za'tari, issued a 
statement expressing profound concern about the cycle of violence between Government 
forces and rebel groups that is exacerbating the already serious humanitarian crisis in 
Blue Nile and South Kordofan. Civilians also continue to flee their homes in parts of South 
Kordofan State as a result of ongoing fighting between the Sudanese Armed Forces 
(SAF) and SPLM-N forces.  

Valerie Amos in Sudan to discuss ways to improve humanitarian access 

The UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief 
Coordinator, Valerie Amos, is currently visiting Sudan to discuss ways to improve 
humanitarian access to people affected by conflict and displacement, particularly in South 
Kordofan, Blue Nile and Darfur. She has traveled to Darfur to highlight the ongoing 
humanitarian operation ten years after the current emergency began. The humanitarian 
community continues to work with the Government to address the deteriorating living 
conditions in camps and to find durable solutions for people who have been displaced for 
many years.  

 

Woman carried vital aid kits in Darfur (Source: Albert Gonalez/UNAMID) 

Eastern Africa home to over 9 million displaced  
An estimated 9.15 million people are currently hosted in Burundi, (eastern) DRC, Djibouti, 
Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan, Tanzania, and Uganda. 
Of the total displaced population, 2,012,531 are refugees and 7,141,442 are internally 
displaced persons (IDPs) according to the latest Displaced Populations Report by 
UNOCHA Eastern Africa.  
 

http://www.peaceau.org/en/topic/peace-security-and-cooperation-framework-for-drc-and-the-region-signed-in-addis-ababa
http://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/eastern-africa-displaced-populations-report-issue-14-30-september
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Population displacements in the region are largely due to protracted localised conflict and 
insecurity, especially in eastern DRC, parts of Ethiopia, Somalia, Sudan and South 
Sudan. Some IDPs result from various difficult climatic conditions such as flooding, 
drought and landslides. DRC, Sudan and Somalia continue to host the highest number of 
IDPs and persons severely affected by conflict, at an estimated 2.59 million, 2.50 million 
and 1.11 million people, respectively.  
 

 
 
 
Eastern DRC has witnessed frequent and widespread fighting resulting mainly from 
clashes between Government forces and various armed groups operating in the region. 
During the six months covered by the report, the IDP population in DRC increased by 
more than 150,000 people, with most displacements being in North Kivu Province, which 
hosts more than one third (920,784 people) of the entire IDP population in eastern DRC. 
Insecurity in DRC has further compelled an estimated 90,000 people to flee into Burundi, 
Uganda, and Rwanda. The IDP population in Somalia has reduced by 254,000 
individuals, down from 1.36 million people in September 2012. UNHCR attributes this to 
improved security in Somalia, which has facilitated greater access and verification of IDP 
populations. Sudan continued to experience significant deterioration of insecurity arising 
from resource-based conflict and clashes between armed opposition groups, the 
Sudanese Armed Forces and armed militia groups. More than 1.4 million IDPs continue 
to receive food assistance in camps in Darfur, while another 1.1 million are displaced or 
severely affected by fighting in South Kordofan and Blue Nile States, according to 
estimates from the Government of Sudan and the Sudan Relief and Rehabilitation 
Agency (SRRA). The International Office of Migration (IOM) is currently monitoring 
internal displacements in Ethiopia and at the end of March 2013 indicated that Ethiopia 
was host to some 313,560 IDPs, of whom an estimated 80,000 were displaced in 2013. 
 

Refugee population has reduced by 29,000 people 

The refugee population has meanwhile reduced by some 29,000 people, attributed both 
to new arrivals and returns across the region. New refugee movements have been mainly 
from eastern DRC, Somalia and Sudan/South Sudan, largely due to insecurity. The 
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Matthew Conway, Public Information Officer, OCHA Eastern Africa, conwaym@un.org, Tel. (+254) 732500010 

Tamara Leigh, Humanitarian Reporting Officer, OCHA Eastern Africa, leight@un.org, Tel. (+254) 71770 4002 

Truphosa Anjichi-Kodumbe, Humanitarian Reporting Officer, OCHA Eastern Africa, anjichi@un.org, Tel. (+254) 732600018 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org| www.reliefweb.int 

 
 

security situation in eastern DRC and Somalia remains volatile, hence a high likelihood of 
a continuation of refugee flows from the two countries. 
 

 
 
Kenya continues to host the largest number of refugees in the region, with over 567,000 
refugees as of the end of March 2013. Ninety per cent (512,223 people) of the refugees 
are from Somalia. UNHCR and respective governments in the region are working to 
provide durable solutions for refugees and IDPs in the region. A tripartite agreement by 
the Government of Tanzania, the Government of Burundi and UNHCR in August 2012 
saw the systematic return of more than 38,000 Burundians who had lived in Tanzania for 
many years. Similar agreements have been signed with other governments, including 
Uganda. In DRC, a cessation clause for Angolan refugees entered into force on 30 June 
and the more than 70,000 Angolan refugees who await durable solutions are no longer 
included in the overall refugee statistics in DRC. 
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