
 

 
 

 

This report is issued on behalf of the UN Resident Coordinator in Viet Nam in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It 
covers the period up to 26 November 2020. The next update will be issued once new information becomes available. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

• Tropical Cyclone VAMCO (Storm No. 13) made landfall on 
15 November as a Category 1 storm over Ha Tinh, Quang 
Binh, Quang Tri and Thua Thien Hue Provinces with wind 
speeds of up to 100 kph. Between 15 and 16 November, 
TC VAMCO brought heavy rains, strong winds and storm 
surge to the province of Thanh Hoa south to Thua Thien 
Hue, those same areas already bearing the impact of 
multiple storms and floods that have struck Viet Nam since 
the beginning of October. 

• As of 20 November, 243 people have reportedly been 
killed or are missing, according to the Viet Nam Disaster 
Management Authority (VNDMA). 

• An estimated 7.7 million people live in the affected areas, 
with some 1.5 million people, especially women, girls, 
boys, elderly and people with disabilities, in nine provinces 
directly affected and more than 600,000 houses have been 
flooded, damaged or destroyed. 

• On 31 October, the Viet Nam Flood Response Plan 2020, 
developed by the Disaster Management Group (DMG) in 
Viet Nam on a sectoral basis in consultation with the 
Government, was released aiming to identify those critical 
priorities for the 177,000 most vulnerable flood affected 
people with multi-sector assistance to be covered by UN 
agencies, NGOs and the Red Cross in order to augment 
the wider Government response. 

• As of 26 November, approximately $9.7 million in support of the Response Plan have been reported. In addition, 
international organizations, including UN agencies, NGOs, the Red Cross and the AHA Center have been providing 
critical relief items including home repair kits, kitchen sets, food, household, hygiene, education and dignity kits, water 
purification tablets and multipurpose cash. 
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SITUATION OVERVIEW 

On 13 October, the Government of Viet Nam released a call for emergency relief and support following four tropical 
cyclones and the Inter-Tropical Convergence Zone which combined have caused severe and widespread flooding, 
landslides, storm surge and strong winds since 6 October. Between 5 and 20 October, VNDMA reported that many areas 
in central Viet Nam recorded a total rainfall of more than 2,400 mm, and in some locations, flood waters exceeded the 
previous historical high recorded in 1979 and 1999. As of 20 November, nine provinces have been affected by the 
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cumulative impacts of the multiple storms including Tropical Cyclone Molave. These are Ha Tinh, Quang Binh, Quang 
Nam, Quang Ngai, Quang Tri, Thua Thien Hue, Nghe An, Binh Dinh and Kon Tum provinces, with Ha Tinh, Quang Binh, 
Quang Ngai, Quang Tri and Thua Thien Hue provinces most severely affected. 

In addition, Tropical Cyclone VAMCO (Storm No. 13) made landfall on 15 November as a Category 1 storm over Ha Tinh, 
Quang Binh, Quang Tri and Thua Thien Hue provinces with wind speeds of up to 100 kph. Between 15 and 16 
November, TC VAMCO brought heavy rains, strong winds and storm surge to those same areas already bearing the 
impact of multiple storms and floods that have struck Viet Nam since the beginning of October. As precautionary 
measures, more than 300,000 people at risk were evacuated, electricity was cut off from 283 communes, and the airports 
in Da Nang, Chu Lai (Quang Nam), Phu Bai (Thua Thien-Hue), Dong Hoi (Quang Binh), and Vinh (Nghe An) were closed. 

From 20 to 23 October, joint Government-UN-NGO assessments were undertaken in Quang Binh, Quang Tri, Thua Thien 
Hue, Quang Nam, and Quang Ngai provinces. Key findings from the assessments include the need for emergency food 
assistance for 177,000 of the most vulnerable people, restoration of agricultural land, safe access to clean water and 
sanitation facilities including in health centres and schools, provision of dignity kits for women and girls, provision of 
education supplies and alternative learning solutions to ensure continuity of learning, support for those people evacuated 
from their homes, repairs for damaged houses, replacement of basic household items, health support especially maternal 
and child health, risk communication activities, provision of micro nutrients, and continuation of nutrition activities to 
prevent an increase in rates of malnutrition. Protection has been identified as a key need in this response, including the 
immediate need to ensure protection and safeguards for women, children, and people with disabilities. 

As of 20 November, 243 people have reportedly been killed or are missing, according to the Viet Nam Disaster 
Management Authority (VNDMA). An estimated 7.7 million people live in areas affected by flooding caused by the multiple 
storms, with some 1.5 million people in nine provinces directly affected and more than 600,000 houses flooded, damaged 
or destroyed. Of those people directly affected by the current disaster, some 753,000 are women and girls, 134,000 are 
children under five, and 143,000 are over 65 years old. As well as damage to houses, some 30,000 hectares of 
agricultural land has been damaged (including rice, other crops, and aquatic products) and more than 2 million cattle and 
poultry have been killed. This is likely to have severe impacts on food security and livelihoods, especially for those people 
who were already experiencing adverse economic impacts due to COVID-19. Further, more than 862 schools have been 
flooded and damaged, with detrimental impacts on children’s ability to continue accessing education. In addition, more 
than 124 health centres and hospitals have also been damaged or flooded. 

 

The areas most severely affected by flooding are also those same provinces which experienced a recent new wave of 
COVID-19 cases in July and August, with adverse socio-economic impacts for a region which already records higher than 
national average multidimensional poverty rates. As a consequence of COVID-19 related measures, the most vulnerable 
people had already had their coping capacities eroded prior to this current disaster and are thus in more acute need of 
immediate assistance to help them manage the current, compounded crisis. 

https://vietnam.un.org/
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On 31 October, the Viet Nam Flood Response Plan 2020, developed by the Disaster Management Group (DMG) in Viet 
Nam on a sectoral basis in consultation with the Government, was released aiming to identify critical priorities for the 
177,000 most vulnerable flood-affected people drawing on multi-sector assistance to be covered by UN agencies, NGOs 
and the Red Cross in order to augment the wider Government response. Of those people targeted for assistance, some 
89,000 are women and girls, 16,000 are children under five, and 17,000 are over 65 years old. While many people require 
support, the Response Plan ensures that the most vulnerable are not left behind, especially given the compounded 
impacts of COVID-19. Targeting the needs of the most vulnerable flood-affected people, the Response Plan requires $40 
million over a period of six months to address the immediate humanitarian needs as well as some early recovery 
activities, which are integrated through all Sector plans. Specific consideration is being given to ensure physical 
distancing and other Government COVID-prevention measures. 

 

FUNDING 

The Viet Nam Flood Response Plan 2020, developed by the Disaster Management Group (DMG) in consultation with the 
Government, was released on 31 October requesting $40 million over a period of six months, covering both immediate 
humanitarian assistance and early recovery activities in the framework of the humanitarian-development nexus. As of 26 
November, approximately $9.7 million in support of the Response Plan have been reported.  

Viet Nam Floods Response Plan 2020* Funding by sector (in million US$ and % funded) 

 
 

* The overall funding is higher because it also sums contributions with unspecified sectors. 
 
All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of cash and in-
kind contributions. If your organization does not already have an FTS reporting focal point, does not report through EDRIS, and wants to report multiple contributions at one 
time, please use our standard excel template and submit it to soenke.ziesche@one.un.org or enter the funding information directly here. 

 

HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE 

  Emergency Shelter and Non-Food Items 

Sector focal points: IOM, Mr. Nguyen Quoc Nam (qnam@iom.int), UNDP, Mr. Khusrav Sharifov 
(khusrav.sharifov@undp.org) and VNRC, Mr. Nguyen Vinh Hoa (hoa.nv@vnredcross.org.vn)  

Needs: 

• Total estimated people in need of Shelter and NFIs assistance: 154,0002 people 

• Over 200,000 houses need repairs to make them safe for children, women and elderly 

• Total of 31,637 households must be urgently relocated to safer locations 

Response: 

 
1 213,600 houses damaged and 409,324 houses flooded 
2 This is based on the estimates included in the Flood Response Plan. This total will be updated once government reports are available.  

620K 
Houses destroyed, 

damaged, or flooded1 

https://vietnam.un.org/
https://fts.unocha.org/sites/default/files/2020-10/fts_standard_template_for_reporting_july_2020.xlsx
mailto:soenke.ziesche@one.un.org
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1XuoeJTvbeIB07UAIz0-XcL6cFOPmwqL00V5nTL8uBY4/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:qnam@iom.int
mailto:khusrav.sharifov@undp.org
mailto:hoa.nv@vnredcross.org.vn
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• Total estimated people reached with Shelter and NFIs assistance: Approximately 49,000 people  

• UNDP has started the distribution of gender-responsive household kits in Quang Nam and Quang Ngai  

• UNDP has started house repairs for the most affected households in Quang Nam and Quang Ngai 

• VNRC has distributed household kits, shelter kits and conditional cash grants for house repairs to 12,250 households 
(approximately 48,550 people), with support from IFRC, USAID and private sector.  

Gaps & Constraints: 

• Estimated gap in Shelter and NFIs (total needs minus total response): 105,000 people  

• Over 200,000 houses need repairs or reconstruction  
 

  Education 

Sector focal points: UNICEF, Ms. Le Anh Lan (lalan@unicef.org), Save the Children, Mr. Nguyen Hai 
Dang (nguyenhai.dang@savethechildren.org) and MOET, Mr. Pham Hung Anh (phanh@moet.gov.vn)  

Needs: 

• Total estimated people in need of Education assistance: 144,000 school-age 
children (of which 49% girls) and 8,520 teachers 

• An estimated 144,000 school-age children (of which 49% girls) who already experienced 
disruptions in learning due to COVID-19 have had their learning disrupted. At least 862 school buildings have been 
reported damaged, broken latrines and or unroofed. Many school facilities and learning materials are destroyed by 
strong wind and water. The Ministry of Education and Training (MOET) has requested assistance from international 
and national organizations to provide school supplies and repairs 

Response: 

• Total estimated people reached with Education assistance: 12,000 school-age children and 4,000 teachers 

• Distribution of emergency education supplies including the provision of hygiene supplies, Early Childhood 
Development (ECD) and education kits, for all school levels in the most affected communes, paying attention to the 
needs of boys and girls, especially ethnic minorities and children with disabilities, and other vulnerable sub-groups.  

• Support the assessment on safe education facilities and essential school supplies for teaching and learning and the 
roll-out and implementation of "Safe Back to School Protocol" with a focus on a safe learning environment & commute 
to and from school, including physical accessibility for children with disabilities.  

• Ensure the continued learning of affected students through the provision of distance & online learning opportunities. 

• Ensure that boys and girls are provided with immediate psychosocial support in schools 

Gaps & Constraints: 

• Total estimated gap in Education (total needs minus total response): 132,000 students and 4,520 teachers 

• Early Childhood Development (ECD) kits are procured offshore and there are many procedures of custom clearance to 
be completed for this import. Thus, it takes time and might not be able to address the immediate need within a month. 
 

  Food Security, Agriculture and Livelihoods 

Sector focal points: FAO, Mr. Nguyen Thai Anh (thaianh.nguyen@fao.org) and MARD, Mr. Nguyen Nhu 
Cuong (cuongnn.tt@mard.gov.vn)  

Needs: 

• 177,700 people are in need of food assistance for 5-6 months (lean season)  

• 90,000 people require livelihood assistance, including agriculture inputs, livestock, 
aquaculture, etc. 

• Estimated total of $9.5 million are required for immediate food assistance and early recovery of livelihood 

Response: 

• Total estimated people reached with Food Security, Agriculture, and Livelihoods assistance: 38,000 
households (116,000 people) 

• FAO conducted the cash feasibility assessment in Quang Binh, Quang Tri and Thua Thien Hue provinces and kicked-
off the beneficiary targeting process for the multi-purpose cash transfer program which targets at least 6,000 
vulnerable households and conditional cash for livestock restocking reaching 1,273 smallholder farmers. 
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https://vietnam.un.org/
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• Vietnam Red Cross (VNRC), with supports from IFRC, USAID and private sector, is reaching 16,787 households with 
multi-purpose cash assistance as well as conditional cash assistance to 2,000 households for livelihood restoration. 

• CARE is establishing the cash and voucher assistance for 1,240 households for livelihood recovery. 

• World Vision Vietnam, with support from Australia DFAT, Dutch Relief Alliance (DRA), the Embassy of New Zealand 
as well as internal funding has been undertaking food assistance to 7,996 households, livelihood support to 1,800 
households and provision of unconditional cash assistance to at least 450 households. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

• Total estimated gap in Food Security, Agriculture, and Livelihoods (total needs minus total response): USD6,000,000. 

• Approximately 70% of most vulnerable households have been reached with food assistance by government and 
organizations. However, the support can only cover for 1 to 2 months ahead and there are still gap of 3 to 4 months for 
food assistance in order to help vulnerable households to overcome food insecure during lean season. 

• To date, 30 per cent of households in need have been provided with livelihoods assistance.  
 

  Health 

Sector focal points: Dr. Vu Quang Hieu(vuh@who.int) and Ministry of Health (MOH)/Department of 
Planning and Finance (PDF), Dr. Nguyen Cong Sinh (sinhanh63@gmail.com)  

Needs:  

• Necessary medicines, medical equipment’s to damages health care facilities at local levels 

• Support local health staff to ensure provide first add to injured people, and maintain 
necessary health care services to most vulnerable groups in affected areas 

• Surveillance and Risk assessment of outbreaks after flood 

• Raising awareness of general public on risk to public health due to floods 

• At least 5.5 million people in the region have been affected, including an estimated 1.3 million women of reproductive 
age, of whom 92,075 are pregnant 

• 50,000 women and girls in affected areas require mobile and/or outreach maternal and family planning services and 
life-saving protection information 

• There is a need to maintain EPI services and fix damaged health care facilities 

• Support for health sector of Thua Thien Hue in response to the melioidosis diseases increased after the floods 

Response: 

• On MOH’s request, WHO provided 1,320,000 Aquatabs, 300 jerry cans and 300 water filters 

• WHO has supported MOH to implement rapid health assessment in the field to collect information on damage, needs 
and to identify priority response activities, with particular attention in Thua Thien Hue 

• WHO, in collaboration with Hanoi University of Public Health (HUPH), is providing training for local health staff with 
basic knowledge on disaster management, first-aid and life-support skills in most affected provinces.  

• WHO, in collaboration with PSI, is implementing surveillance of post-disaster-prone diseases in Quang Binh province  

• WHO is developing risk communication massages to raise awareness on promotion of health after flood. 

• UNFPA is providing outreach/mobile services of quality Sexual and Reproductive Health (especially maternal health), 
comprising at least 1 Obstetrician/Gynecologist, 1 General Practitioner, 1 midwife, 1 nurse, and 1 additional staff as 
required. The same mobile team will provide medical, psychological/counselling, protection services/referrals to GBV 
survivors and those who are at risk of GBV.  

• UNFPA is providing vital maternal health equipment to Commune Health Centers damaged by floods to prevent any 
disruption of service provision 3 months after the disaster. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

• Necessary medicines, medical equipment to damages health care facilities at local levels to about 100 CHS in Ha Tinh 
and Quang Binh 

• Support local health staff to ensure provide first add to injured people and maintain necessary health care services to 
most vulnerable groups in affected areas for Nghe An, Ha Tinh, Quang Binh, Quang Tri, Thua Thien Hue, Da Nang, 
Quang Nam, and Quang Ngai. 

• Surveillance and Risk assessment of outbreaks after flood for all affected provinces 

• Raising awareness of general public on risk to public health due to floods for all affected provinces 
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  Nutrition 

Sector focal points: UNICEF, Mr. Nguyen Dinh Quang (ndquang@unicef.org and Ministry of 
Health/National Institute of Nutrition (MOH/NIN), Dr. Vu Van Tan (tan_pem@yahoo.com)  

Needs: 

• Total estimated people in need of nutrition assistance:  
o 271,000 children under 5 affected 
o 5,000 children under 5 with severe acute malnutrition (SAM)  
o 72,000 pregnant women and lactating are suffering from micro-nutrient deficiencies  
o 36,000 children under 2 are in need micro-nutrient supplements for home nutrition fortification  

Response: 

• Total estimated people reached with nutrition assistance: 73,000   

• 36,000 pregnant women in 9 affected provinces covered with multiple micro-nutrient supplementations for prevention 
of anemia by the National Institute of Nutrition (NIN) 

• 36,000 children under 2-year-old in 9 affected provinces are covered with micro-nutrient supplements by the NIN 

• 1.200 lactating women covered by multiple micro-nutrient supplement (domestic products) in 2 provinces of Quang 
Binh and Quang Tri by the Plan International 

• 7,5 tons of domestic ready to use therapeutic food (RUFT) were produced by the NIN 

• A package of nutrition key message to guide proper home nutrition practices during and after floods was formulated 
and shared with the Government and agencies members of the nutrition sector to ensure consistency in 
communication activities. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

• Total estimated gap in nutrition: 5.000 targeted SAM children haven’t been reached with treatment  

• Intensive training for front line workers (Health Workers) can’t happen before week 1 December 2020  

• Operational and logistical constraints for customs clearance and shipping of the imported nutrition supplies (60 tons of 
RUFT)   

 

  Protection 

Sector focal points: UN Women, Ms. Tran Thi Thuy Anh (thuyanh.tran@unwomen.org) and MOLISA 

Needs: 

• Total estimated people in need of Protection assistance: 75,300 women and girls in 
the most vulnerable households, 1,900 older people, 7,050 people living with disabilities  

• Provision of multipurpose cash for the most vulnerable affected people. 

• Provide mental health and psychosocial support (MHPSS) for children, older people, 
people with disabilities and women by deploying appropriately trained staff to affected 
areas. 

• Implement case management for women, older people, people with disabilities and children affected or at risk of 
violence, harassment and abuse. 

• Provide dignity kits to women and children (especially girls) together with information on gender-based violence in 
emergencies and available supporting services to survivors. 

• Raise awareness on increased protection-related risks and disseminate good family practices messages to prevent 
family separation; child drowning and injury; and GBV/VAC, including psycho-social support advice, partly in sign 
language and in a number of ethnic minority languages to reach the most vulnerable families. 

Response: 

• Total estimated people reached with Protection assistance: 25,340 

• UNFPA provided 1,543 dignity kits in Quang Nam province and 4,161 dignity kits in Ha Tinh and Quang Binh 
provinces to women and girls together with information on gender-based violence in emergencies and available 
supporting services to survivors. 

• UNFPA is disseminating GBV information via mobile phone text messages to people in the most severely flood 
affected locations 

• Save the Children handed over gender sensitive household kits and integrated communication on wash and protection 
to 800 households in Quang Binh 664 households in Thua Thien Hue. 
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• Help Age International provided cash grant to 180 most vulnerable older people in Hue, Quang Ngai and Quang Nam 
(in which 60% are women). 

• UN Women provided support mainstreaming protection in other sectors. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

• Total estimated gap in Protection (total needs minus total response): 1 million USD 

• Lack of sex and age and disability data of affected population. 

• Lack of information on gender-based violence, violence against children and vulnerable groups. 

• Limited capacity on gender and protection mainstreaming in other sectors 

• Limited capacity on protection and gender issues of local staff. 
 

  Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

Sector focal points: UNICEF, Mr. Nguyen Huy Du (nhdu@unicef.org) and MARD/National Center for 
Rural Water Supply and Sanitation, Mr. Luong Van Anh (anhlv.ns@mard.gov.vn)  

Needs: 

• Total estimated people in need of WASH assistance: 1,037,000, including 109 piped 
schemes need repair, 862 schools with affected WASH facilities and 267 health stations 
have impacted WASH facilities. 

• Provide water treatment supplies and products for the most vulnerable families with 
children, health centers and schools in the most affected communities including Aquatabs, Chloramine B, water tanks, 
soaps, and hand sanitizers. 

• Provide temporary and mobile safe latrine and, handwashing and personal hygiene facilities and supplies at identified 
sites, taking into consideration COVID-19, gender and protection risks of men and women, girls and boys, and persons 
with disabilities. 

• Improve and upgrade WASH facilities for school children and health station to address an urgent need, particularly for 
children in the remote and most affected communities and water schemes managed and operated by community. 

• Support the Government in monitoring water quality in those impacted provinces by providing mobile water test and 
spray machines for environment treatment. 

Response: 

• Total estimated people reached with WASH assistance: more than at least 27,000 

• Five organizations (WHO, World Vision, Red Cross, East Meets West and UNICEF) have provided supplies such as 
Aquatabs, jerry cans, drinking water, ceramic water filters, soaps, and detergent packs in response to immediate 
needs for clean and safe water and hygiene in severely affected areas of Ha Tinh, Quang Binh, Thua Thien Hue, 
Quang Tri, Quang Ngai provinces and Da Nang city.  

• Eight organizations have been supporting in 83 communes in 14 districts of Ha Tinh, Nghe An, Quang Binh, Quang 
Tri, Thua Thien Hue provinces and Da Nang city through delivery of WASH supplies (water filters, soaps, hygiene kits 
etc.) to households and institutions (schools and commune health centers), upgrading sanitation facilities in health 
clinics, communication activities for raising awareness of sanitation and hygiene practice and environmental 
cleanness, cash transfers and training for health officers. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

• Total estimated gap in WASH: 8 million USD more required  

• More than 100,000 people would need more assistance in WASH, including urgent items and long-term assistance 

 

GENERAL COORDINATION 

The Government of Viet Nam, through the Central Committee for Natural Disaster Prevention and Control (CCNDPC) and 
the Viet Nam Disaster Management Authority (VNDMA) under the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development 
(MARD), serving as the CCNDPC Secretariat, is coordinating the response in the affected provinces and at the national 
level. The Disaster Management Group (DMG), co-chaired by the UN Resident Coordinator and the Chair of the NGO 
Disaster Management Working Group (DMWG), and comprising representatives of all participating UN agencies, 
international and national NGOs, the Government of Viet Nam, the International Federation of the Red Cross (IFRC) and 

168K 
Households require 
improved water and 
sanitation facilities 
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the Viet Nam Red Cross (VNDMA), and bilateral partners and International Financial Institutions, convened on 27 October 
and launched the Viet Nam Flood Response Plan on 31 October, with the support of OCHA's Regional Office for Asia and 
the Pacific (ROAP).  

Through the UN Disaster Response Management Team (DRMT) and the NGO Disaster Management Working Group 
(DMWG), all sector coordination groups have been activated for coordination, timely information sharing, and 
collaboration. Partners’ interventions, mapping exercises, and regular updates are shared to avoid duplication of efforts 
and to maximize effectiveness. 

 

Background on climate related risks and disasters in Viet Nam 

Viet Nam is a dynamic, lower middle-income country with substantial disaster response capacity, yet it is among the 

most exposed to climate-related risk and disasters as large population centres and key agricultural sectors are located 

on Viet Nam’s more than 3,000 km of coastline, which is vulnerable to climate related risks, including increasing 

temperatures, sea level rise, saltwater intrusion, and more frequent and extreme weather events such as typhoons, 

floods, drought and saltwater intrusions. Viet Nam is ranked 6th according to the Global Climate Risk Index 2020 for 

countries most affected between 1999-2018. As such, and consistent with the humanitarian-development nexus, 

support provided to flood-affected people must include and mainstream recovery from the beginning, and focus should 

not only be on the immediate needs but also on the medium to long-term. In this regard, accelerating inclusive recovery 

and strengthening long-term resilience to climate-related risks and disasters remains a critical priority for the longer-

term.  

For further information, please contact: 

Shin Umezu (Mr.), Head of RCO, Email: shin.umezu@one.un.org 

Alberto Solaro del Borgo (Mr.), RCO Disaster Risk Management Specialist, Email: alberto.solaro.del.borgo@one.un.org 

For media enquiries 

Trinh Anh Tuan (Mr.), UN Communications Manager, Email: trinh.anh.tuan@one.un.org  

For more information, please visit www.vietnam.un.org and www.reliefweb.int/country/vnm.  

To be added or deleted from this mailing list, please e-mail: alberto.solaro.del.borgo@one.un.org 
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