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FLASH UPDATE  

SUDAN: Conflict in West Darfur - Flash Update No 1 (27
January 2022)

Highlights

· Conflict displaces 11,100 people in Ag Geneina locality.

· Eight people were reportedly killed in Adikong village following armed
group attacks.

· UNHCR verifying reports of about 4,500 people crossing into Chad.

· More displacement in Kereneik locality.

SIT UAT ION OVERVIEW

Since 20 January, there were renewed reports of increasing tension,
sub-national conflict and violence in Ag Geneina and Kereneik
localities in West Darfur State. In Ag Geneina locality, violence led to
the displacement of 11,100 people from Adikong village. Arab armed
groups reportedly also killed nine people and burnt and looted parts of
the village.  

About 6.2 million people (IDPs, returnees, refugees, and vulnerable residents) need humanitarian assistance in the Darfur
region in 2022, according to the 2022 Sudan Humanitarian Needs Overview (HNO).

Ag Geneina locality: Inter-communal conflict  displaces 11,100 people

On 20 January, clashes were reported in Adikong village in Ag Geneina locality, following the killing of an Arab man by a
Masalit man reportedly due to an interpersonal dispute. Fighting in Adikong village between armed nomad groups and market
owners escalated further, and the nomad groups attacked the police station and looted weapons. The armed groups also
torched and looted the market and the western part of the village. The fighting continued on 21 January as a large group of
armed nomads attacked the village again, killing eight people (including three women and two children).  In a pattern that
has been seen in recent months houses were burnt and looted making it difficult for people to return.

The clashes spilled over to a neighboring village, and an unknown number of houses were reportedly attacked and looted in
Domi village, 2km south of Adikong. On 22 January, armed Arabs attacked Adikong village for a third time. Nomads also
allegedly killed one of the traders at the local market.

Since 21 January, the state authorities deployed a joint security force with units from the Sudan Armed Forces (SAF), Central
Reserve Police and the Rapid Support Force (RSF). The security situation in the area remains tense and unpredictable.

Following the clashes, 11,100 people moved away from the villages of Adikong, Domi, Dokaiat and Jegijegi in Ag Geneina
locality, within El-Genina locality, according to the Sudan Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM). UNHCR is aware of reports of
about 4,500 people who might have crossed into Chad. UNHCR and partners in the border areas of Chad are verifying these
reports of cross-border population movements.

Partners are monitoring the situation and an inter-agency assessment will be conducted when the security situation allows.

An estimated 646,000 people live in Ag Geneina locality and more than 371,500 people are in need of humanitarian
assistance (HNO 2022).

(27 Jan 2022)
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OCHA coordinates the global emergency response to save lives and protect people in humanitarian crises. We advocate
for effective and principled humanitarian action by all, for all.
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Kereneik locality: Insecurity in Kereneik locality

Armed sub-national conflict that started last year continues in Kereneik locality. On 23 January, armed perpetrators attacked
a police convoy as they tried to rescue a Misseriya Jebel tribesman. They killed one police officer, and two civilians were
injured. An unconfirmed number of people from the Hay Aj Jabal area were reportedly displaced to Kereneik town, because
of continued sporadic shooting in the northern part of Kereneik locality. 

According to an inter-agency needs assessment in December 2021, over 55,000 people were displaced by the inter-tribal
conflict in Kereneik locality that started on 4 December 2021. Most of the affected areas, villages, and IDP camps were
looted. In addition, many houses and some service facilities were burnt down, people lost household items including clothes
and cooking utensils. Moreover, the conflict prevents most of the people from harvesting their land. During the assessment,
access to safe drinking water was found to be one of the significant challenges in Kreinik town. Shelter and non-food items,
food, health, livelihoods, and WASH services are the priority humanitarian needs identified by the affected people. 

Over the past few weeks, humanitarian partners had to postpone some of the planned activities in the area due to the
current security situation.

An estimated 487,000 people live in Kereneik locality, and more than 265,700 people are in need of humanitarian assistance
(2022 HNO).

For the overall situation since December 2021 and more information on other incidents, please go to this link.
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