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II. Situation Overview 

 

Relief efforts remain hampered by funding constraints, with the Pakistan Flood Response Plan funded only 

at 22% (US$ 79 million) of the requested amount (US$ 357 million). 

Despite these constraints, assistance has been provided to the affected populations since the beginning of 

the floods. So far, approximately 1 million persons have received food and 500’000 persons were given 

essential medicines. Emergency shelter was provided to 320,000 persons. Almost 600,000 persons have 

received water and more than 100,000 persons have been assisted with sanitation and hygiene. 

Vaccination and animal fodder has been distributed and, as the water is receding, input will be delivered for 

the resumption of agriculture activities. 

Cluster leads agencies indicated that, given the current funding, water, sanitation and hygiene supplies may 

only be available for just under a month. Emergency shelter supplies are estimated to last another three 

weeks. With regard to food, stocks will reportedly be available until the end of the month. If more funding 

is not received there will be serious shortfalls after October. In most parts of flood-affected areas, winter 

begins in mid November exacerbating shelter needs in terms of adequate numbers and their winterization 

Although satellite data shows that water is receding and that most of the affected areas are now accessible, 

significant areas remain under water. The high level of the water table in most flood-affected areas will 

have a severe impact on the agricultural output of the region. The fact that wheat cultivation will probably 

not be undertaken this year in many locations will create further important challenges to food security, as 

the livelihood cycle in many districts is reliant on the wheat crop. In Balochistan, access in some affected 

areas remains limited for safety and security reasons.  

Populations, predominantly in Sindh Province, which were displaced by the floods, have started moving 

from the camps although not necessarily to their homes due to poor sanitary conditions, mainly created by 

the remaining water. Instead, populations are moving further, facing secondary displacement. 

Almost 1,000 schools have been damaged by the floods across the region. Before   resumption of teaching 

and learning activities can begin, there is a critical need to restore access to learning environments by 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 

• The ongoing joint UN-Government Detailed Needs Assessment is expected to be completed 

shortly. 

• 22 % of the assessed funding requirements have been received so far (79 million of 357 million 

US$ requested in the Rapid Response Plan launched on 18 September 2011). In the absence of 

additional funding, it is estimated that most stocks will be depleted by the end of October. 

• So far, approximately 1 million persons were provided with food, while 500’000 persons 

received essential medicines. The provision of emergency shelter and water has reached 25% of 

the targeted population. 

• Needs are increasing with the onset of winter, the outbreak of water and vector borne diseases, 

as well as the upcoming Rabi planting season. 
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setting up temporary learning centers (6,400 of those would be needed for Sindh alone) and the 

refurbishment of partially damaged schools. Only 12% of the targeted beneficiaries in Sindh have been 

reached by the Education ERWG so far. The Child Protection WG has established 110 child-friendly spaces, 

in which more than 25,000 children have been enrolled and 1,347 women involved in child protection 

related activities. A mass communication campaign by UNICEF on keeping children safe has targeted almost 

7.5 million people in the affected areas. Training on separated, unaccompanied and missing children in 

emergencies was conducted for 21 district level child protection actors.  
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 

 

EMERGENCY SHELTER 

Needs: NDMA reported on 16 October that severe and widespread flooding damaged over 1.58 million 

houses. In Balochistan, approximately 26,000 houses have been damaged or destroyed. 

To date the Government of Pakistan and the humanitarian community report ongoing distributions of 

emergency shelter to 361,839 households in Sindh and Balochistan, indicating that 76.7% of the total 

affected households have not received any shelter assistance so far. With the onset of winter, risk of 

exposure rises, thus increasing the need for shelter, blankets and raised bedding. 

Response:  The following table summarizes the response by the humanitarian community and the gaps 

left:  

Type of assistance Assessed Needs Response Gaps 

Emergency Shelter 
(tents and tarpaulins) 

1,550,9111 320,866 
  

76.7% 

Blankets 
(2 per house hold) 

 3,101,822 106,224 96.6% 

Kitchen sets 
(2 per house hold) 

 1,550,911 54,882 98.2% 

Jerry Cans 
(1 per house hold) 

1,550,911 64,295 96% 

Raised bedding 
(2 per house hold) 

 3,101,822 2,582 99.96% 

Mats 
(2 per house hold) 

 3,101,822 123,358 96.03% 

 

Keeping in mind the gaps indicated above, the Shelter Cluster is currently revising its initial strategy, 

focusing more on winterization and early recovery activities. 

Gaps & Constraints: There remain limited information on agencies’ pipeline and planned future 

activities. In Sindh, the slow rate at which water is receding will delay early recovery activities. 

 

FOOD SECURITY 

Needs: Three million flood-affected people remain highly vulnerable and in need of immediate food 

assistance in Sindh and Balochistan provinces.   

Where flood water has receded, time critical resumption of agriculture activities is essential. Rabi (winter) 

planting is economically vital; production of staple foods (wheat and barley) and vegetables ensure that 
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household food stocks are replenished in 2012.  Seeds for green fodder germinate quickly, and will sustain 

surviving livestock in the coming months. 

Response: To date, WFP and partners have reached over 1 million beneficiaries with general food 

distributions while NGOs (Islamic Relief France and Sindh Agriculture and Forestry Workers Coordinating 

Organization) have reached another 49,000 beneficiaries. This includes the delivery of highly nutritious 

food products to over 620,000 children in Sindh. In Balochistan, WFP partners are currently finalizing 

beneficiary registration and monthly distributions are about to begin for 61,880 beneficiaries. 
 

Recent agricultural and livestock interventions include: 

- The vaccination of livestock of 225 households in Khairpur District by the Organization of Social 

Development Initiatives; 

- The distribution of 200 kg of wheat straw (emergency animal fodder) to nearly 3,100 people in 

Shaheed Benazirabad District was initiated by FAO 

As water is receding in some areas, FAO is planning to reach over 2,000 households in Badin with inputs for 

the resumption of agriculture activities, including 50 kg of certified wheat seed, 100 kg of fertilizers, as well 

as vegetable and fodder seeds.  

Gaps & Constraints: The Food Security Cluster funding situation remains critical. The shortfall 

amounts to US$146 million, equivalent to 84% of the total requirements.  

 

HEALTH 

Needs: According to WHO’s weekly Epidemiological Bulletin, 782 health centers from 22 districts reported 

to DEWS with a total of 440,075 patient consultations during the reporting period. A total of 51 alerts were 

reported from Sindh
1
. Skin diseases, diarrhea, malaria and acute respiratory infections (ARI) remain the top 

reported diseases in the affected districts. 

The establishment of ARI treatment centers needs to be planned and arranged soon before the cold season 

starts, in order to effectively and efficiently respond to higher number of ARI cases in the floods affected 

areas.  

Stagnant water strengthens the risk of a major outbreak of dengue and malaria in the flood affected 

districts. The distribution of mosquito nets, malaria diagnostic and treatment supplies to the affected areas 

would help reducing this threat. 

There is a need for the regular supply of emergency medical supplies and for more Mobile Support Units for 

reproductive health services. The population should also be sensitized on safe hygienic practices, health 

risks and the utilization of available health care services through communication and social mobilization 

activities. 

Response: The total population covered through essential medicines (EHKs, DTKs, and MHKs) is 507,000 

while 711,175 people received assistance through medical supplies. 

UNICEF, along with the Health Department, WHO and UNFPA is providing maternal, newborn and child 

health services in seven priority districts: 18,476 women have received antenatal care; 4,109 women have 

received postnatal care; 15,270 women have received information on health issues, breast feeding and 

nutrition; and 182,000 people have been provided with basic medical treatment for diarrhea, ARI, fever, 

skin diseases, and infections. UNICEF is supporting the deployment of 7,000 female medical workers and 

800 community midwives in their outreach activities during the campaign. Activities include immunization, 

de-worming, Vitamin A supplementation and the distribution of insecticide treated mosquito nets and 

water purification tablets to families of young children. 

                                                 
1
 These alerts included: 18 cases of DHF, 16 of AWD, 9 of neonatal tetanus and tetanus, 5 of malaria and 3 of measles 
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The distribution of mosquito nets and malaria diagnostic and treatment supplies are underway in the 

affected areas in collaboration with the Malaria Control Program. 

Gaps & Constraints: Activities should be strengthened to prevent and treat the four main reported 

diseases (skin diseases, diarrhea, malaria, ARI) and additional efforts need to be done in the area of water 

and sanitation as lack of clean drinking water and contamination of water sources with sewerage water is a 

major public health risk. Serious gaps exist in nutrition and immunization as well as maternal, newborn and 

child health coverage. 

The funding is very low for lifesaving health services in the affected districts of Sindh and Balochistan. Only 

28% of funds have been received so far from the total appeal of US$ 45,911,379, leaving a gap of US$ 34 

million which hampers the partners to enhance and expand their response. 

 

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE 

Needs: Access to safe drinking water and sanitation facilities remains a critical issue in flood affected 

areas. Out of a target of 2.5 million, the WASH Cluster continues to prioritize the provision of WASH 

facilities in temporary settlements, where women and children are particularly vulnerable, and in areas 

where a greater number of outbreaks are reported. 

Response: In Sindh, the WASH life-saving response has this week reached an additional 104,000 people 

with access to safe drinking water. An additional 46,000 have been reached with inter-personal hygiene 

education, and an additional 26,160 people with sanitation facilities. Almost 96,000 people have been 

reached with hygiene kits during the reporting period. 

In Balochistan, 15,000 people are currently being provided with safe drinking water in districts Naseerabad, 

Kalat and Khuzdar and 3,800 people have benefitted from the distribution of hygiene kits and jerry cans. 

The Public Health Engineering Department (PHED) has restored three water supply schemes serving 4,000 

people and has requested Cluster support for the restoration of 40 water supply schemes. 

In conjunction with the Health Cluster, WASH cluster agencies have also supported response to  suspected 

outbreaks of acute water diarrhea. The table below summarizes the overall achievement to date. 

 

The Cluster is also working on detailed district level plans to ensure robust gaps analysis in the lead up to 

the revision of the Appeal 

Gaps & Constraints: The WASH portion of the PFRRP is just 16% funded and this remains a major 

bottleneck for many WASH Cluster agencies working to initiate and scale up the WASH response. Cluster 

agencies able and willing to respond in WASH may shift to other sectors/areas.   

In addition, significant programming challenges remain: options for sanitation interventions are limited, 

however sanitation coverage is picking up in areas where waters have receded.  The poor water quality in 

the area and the lack of access to certain flooded areas are further challenges. In addition, areas in close 

Province Assessed Needs Response (persons benefitted) Gaps 

Sindh 2.5 million Water: 595,645  76% 

Sanitation: 111,745, including 54,755 

women 
86% 

Hygiene Sessions: 103,647  95% 

Balochistan 126,870 Water: 19,100 85% 
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proximity to provincial capitals are often better served when funding is limited, what affects the equity of 

the response. 

 

LOGISTICS 

Needs: The humanitarian actors currently involved in the flood response require storage space in 

different districts of Sindh Province. In some special circumstances transport capacity is needed, especially 

where organizations are facing difficulties in access difficulties, and boats are required for water locked 

areas. 

Response: In response to requests from the NDMA and WFP, the Logistics Cluster has facilitated the 

deployment of 14 boats to be operated by Fisher Folk, a local NGO. The Cluster is also providing road 

transport for inter-agency humanitarian cargo in response to specific requests for support. During the 

reporting period, at the request of AWF, the Logistics Cluster provided transportation for 4 mt of food and 

non food items from Muzzafrabad to Sindh. Further transport requests from ICF are currently being 

processed. 

In addition, the Logistics Cluster is providing temporary inter-agency storage in ten facilities located across 

Sindh. It is currently storing stocks for UNICEF (415 m
3
 of wash items), Merlin (6 m

3
 of Health/IT items), and 

WHO (9 mt of health items). Storage space is being allocated to Solidarities (34 m3 of wash items), DEEP 

(Shelter/Wash/Health items), Handicap International (425 m
3
 of health items) and NRC (347 mt of food 

items). 

The Logistics Cluster is also extending its support to humanitarian organizations participating in the flood 

response by providing GIS services. Thus far, road distance maps have been prepared for UNICEF, a camps 

distribution map for UNOCHA and a Food Cluster’s response map for WFP. The Logistics Cluster also 

conducted GPS training for partner organizations. 

Gaps & Constraints: Currently a lack of information regarding population data in water locked areas is 

impeding the accurate evaluation of Logistics gaps and subsequently the support needs of the 

humanitarian community. Also, additional pipeline information from other humanitarian actors currently 

involved in the flood response is requested to assist the Logistics Cluster in forecasting storage 

requirements and anticipating transportation assistance requests. 
 

IV. Coordination 

 

The strengthening and streamlining of the coordination structure and mechanism at the national level 

continues. At provincial level, the co-chaired ICCMs focused on the contextual issues in each province, 

specifically with regard to the on going assessment process.  

 

The multi-sectoral detailed needs assessment village profiling exercise is to reach its completion shortly. 

Data cleaning has commenced, and will be available next week for analysis. 



OCHA Situation Report 
 

 
The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate 
effective and principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors.  http://ochaonline.un.org 

6 

 

 

 

 
All humanitarian partners including donors and recipient agencies are encouraged to inform FTS of cash and in-kind contributions by sending an e-

mail to: fts@un.org. 

 

VI. Contact 

Please contact: 
Janique Thoele, Reporting Officer, thoele@un.org, +92 346 856 3642 
Humaira Mehboob, Public Information Officer, mehboob@un.org, +92 346 856 3656  
For more information, please visit http://www.pakresponse.info/.  
To be added or deleted from this sit rep mailing list, please e-mail: nazir1@un.org 
 

 

V. Funding 


